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Letter from the Chair

Dear Friends of the Vimy Foundation,
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It is my pleasure to present to the Vimy Foundation's 

the Vimy Foundation, we commemorated the 105th 
anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge with the launch 
of our digital project, Vimy: A Living Memorial. This 

educational platform for people to learn more about 
the First World War.

contributions and tireless dedication during his tenure 

to the Vimy Foundation, now as a Governor. 

Additionally, I would like to say a special thank you to 

instrumental to our success and many thanks to them 
for their exceptional partnership and collaboration.

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to our board of directors and talented executive team for their 
guidance and leadership. Your work has allowed us to share the Vimy Foundation’s mission, ensuring our 
shared histories resonate for generations to come.

I extend my heartfelt appreciation for your support. It is an honour to collaborate with you as we envision 
the evolution of commemoration and education. Your contributions, both in kind and spirit, serve as the 
driving force behind our transformative programs that shape tomorrow's leaders. With profound 
gratitude, I extend my deepest thanks for your continued stewardship which has allowed us to continue 
our mission of forging a future - shaped by the lessons of the past.

arolyn Patton
Chair, The Vimy Foundation

The Vimy Foundation had an exciting year in 2022. We 
marked the 105th anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge 
on April 9th, 2022, launched our digital project Vimy: A 

programs, The Beaverbrook Vimy Prize and The Vimy 

Our team grew, and our Foundation grew, as a result of 
our amalgamation with our longtime commemoration 

with an expanded staff of eight, and a museum 
collection housed in Montreal, we look forward to 
continuing to provide educational resources, digital 

wherever they are. 

In April 2022, I had the privilege of working with the 

time working with her, though Madame Vari has been a 
long time and generous supporter of the Vimy 
Foundation. Madame Vari has since passed away, and I 
treasure the time that I got to spend with her and her 

kindness, and support, as we worked together to make the event as memorable as possible. 

creative vision, and participation. By the end of 2022, the project had been viewed over 11 million times, and 
we looked forward to providing a high quality digital experience to the thousands of visitors to the 

Finally, to all of our partners, donors, students, board, and our staff, you have my most sincere gratitude. 
Our work is possible because of you and your commitment to the cause. I am so grateful to continue to 
share the Vimy Foundation vision with you, and to work together to continue to build the future, informed 
by the past. 

Dear Friends of Vimy,

Executive Director, The Vimy Foundation 



The Beaverbrook Vimy Prize  The Beaverbrook Vimy Prize  6 7

and eagerly awaited the opportunity to participate in the program under more 
optimal travel conditions. Their patience was rewarded in August 2022, when the 

Wars in Belgium and France.

During the twelve-day program, which was generously supported by the 

discussions and debate about major historical world events; presented individual 
and group research projects; and gained new skills which they will be able to apply 
to any number of future education and career opportunities. The group also had 
the exceptional experience of participating in commemorations for the 80th 

Thanks to the expertise of the education team leading the program, the students 
garnered new global perspectives on major events in world history.

The Beaverbrook Vimy Prize recipients during their visit 
to the Beaumont-Hamel Newfoundland Memorial.

The 2020 Beaverbrook Vimy Prize recipients
during their visit to the Vimy Memorial
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The Vimy Pilgrimage Award The Vimy Pilgrimage Award8 9

Family Foundation, twenty-one deserving youth from 9 provinces and 1 territory 
received the award for their impactful contributions to their communities.

The recipients had the opportunity to visit important First World War sites in 
Belgium and France and learn alongside their peers. To expand their knowledge 
and understanding of the war and those who served, the students completed 
individual research projects to honour a soldier or nurse and group projects to 
explore themes and topics that are not often taught in the classroom. A highlight 

Led by a team of educators and historians, the program continues to offer students 

in ways that are inclusive and relevant to the interests of youth today.

The 2022 Vimy Pilgrimage Award recipients 
during their visit to the Vimy Memorial

THE VIMY PILGRIMAGE AWARD 
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The Vimy Foundation Alumni Council 

THE VIMY FOUNDATION ALUMNI COUNCIL 

Ensuring the voice of youth in our programming

Celebrating Vimy 105 10 11

youth-program participants who volunteer their time to advise on current and 

discuss how the Foundation’s youth initiatives can continue to remain 
inclusive, relevant, and cutting-edge for young people today. Two committees 
focused on programs as well as outreach and communication provide 
strategic suggestions on key areas of the Foundation’s work.

programming at The Vimy Foundation.

Claire Belliveau

“The experience I had with the Vimy Foundation, as a 2017 BVP 
recipient, prepared me for my future in ways that I never could 
have imagined.

It led me to work as a student guide at the Canadian and 
Newfoundland First World War Memorials in France in the fall of 
2019 and now I work in the Department of Intergovernmental 
Affairs for the province of Nova Scotia, assisting on the Military 
Relations file.

I am incredibly grateful for the Vimy Foundation and the 
opportunities it has provided me since.”

Amy Spearman
ALUMNI COUNCIL MEMBER

2022 marked the 105th anniversary of the battle of 
Vimy Ridge. For the occasion, the Vimy Foundation 
travelled to France to commemorate the event and 
launch its newest digital initiative, Vimy: A Living 
Memorial On April 9th at the visitor centre at the 

downloaded more than 60,000 times, and multiple 
user testimonies have been added to the Digital 
Pilgrimage; the two complementary assets the Living 
Memorial project offers. It has become a key 
component of the visitor experience at the Vimy 
Memorial, as well as an innovative tool for active 

the country, or people internationally, the chance to 
experience Vimy from anywhere in the world.

The Digital Pilgrimage also received a nomination as 

Deputy Minister of Veterans Affairs Canada
Paul Ledwell at the Visitor Centre

for the Vimy: A Living Memorial launch 
Event, April 9th, 2022.

“As a young person who is working towards a career in diplomacy 
and international relations, I often reflect back on my time as a 
participant with the VPA in 2018. The VPA undoubtedly solidified in 
me my passion for advocating for human rights and positively 
representing Canadian youth voices and Canada in the 
international community. After participating in the VPA, I have 
come to deeply value experiential learning and I hope to continue 
to promote this way of learning in my future career and during my 
time as a member of the Vimy Foundation Alumni Council.”



Marking Remembrance Day 
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Our new partner - The Canadian Centre for the Great War 12 13

In 2022, members of the Vimy Foundation had the opportunity to 
participate in regular Remembrance Day commemoration activities 

Foundation also participated in 11 national interviews including a 

also participated in the opening of the re-designed Remembrance 
park in Verdun, Quebec, which included the planting of a Vimy Oak. 

It was a pleasure for all of us at the Foundation to be part of 
Remembrance Day 2022 in person, and with so many other 

Vimy Foundation Chair Carolyn Patton and VPA 
recipient Roshni Dwivedi laying a wreath on 

Remembrance day in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Unveiling of Remembrance Park in Verdun, Quebec,  with the 
Honourable David Lametti, Mayor of Verdun Marie-Andrée Mauger, 

Vimy Foundation Executive Director Caitlin Bailey, and Montreal City 
Councillor Sterling Downey.

In the summer of 2022, the Vimy Foundation amalgamated with our longtime 

collection that aims to promote and make accessible the social history of the 

outreach, and brought the Vimy Foundation access to its considerable archival 
and museum collections, housed in Montreal. 

Great War will continue to stage national travelling exhibitions, run in-school 
workshops in our home city of Montreal, and to collect artefacts and archives 

Interested in seeing the collection or visiting?
Visit www.greatwarcentre.com for digital exhibitions, collection access, or to 
book a tour. 

The Archives at the Canadian Centre for the Great 
War in Montreal, QC.

A set of miniature dominos used by soldiers of the 
First World War, CCGW collection

THE CANADIAN CENTRE FOR THE GREAT WAR 

Our new partner in commemoration



Outreach The Vimy Foundation Centennial Park14 15

VIMY INSPIRES TOMORROW

SHELL SHOCKED TRAVELLING EXHIBIT
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The Foundation ran its second full year of our community leadership program, 
Vimy Inspires Tomorrow, throughout the 2022-2023 school year.  Vimy Inspires 
Tomorrow seeks to foster and develop leadership skills for youths between the 
ages of 13 and 17. After participating in six modules which draw on First World War 
history, student participants  submit a compelling community-building project for 

Daniel Marques, was announced in the spring of 2023 for his plan to create a 
newcomers welcome group in Marpole, Vancouver. Applications for the 2023-2024 
school year open in September.  

OPENING OF THE VARI GATE
On April 8th, 2022,  the Foundation was pleased to open the Vari Gate in the Vimy 

Givenchy-en-Gohelle. We would like to thank the over eighty guests who travelled 

Regiment for their participation in the ceremony.

THE EATON WALKWAY 
In March 2022, the Vimy Foundation announced the planning and construction of 

foundations towards the project, which will open in 2024. 

IN MEMORIAM:
The Vimy Foundation continues to mourn the passing of Madame Vari in March 
2023, and is grateful for the chance to have opened the Vari Gate with her the year 
before. 

the Great War completed the development of its 6th national 
travelling exhibition, Shell Shocked: The Long Road to Recovery, 
which is travelling to various museums and organisations across 

and the Zeller Family Foundation, for making Shell Shocked a reality. 

VIMY PINS 

During Vimy Week 2022, the Vimy Foundation was pleased to see that all Members of 

ADVOCACY

Working with local partners, the Vimy Foundation 
successfully prevented the demolition of the historic First 
World War gun emplacement, the Fort de Beaumont, in 
Beaumont, Quebec. The site is now under consideration for 

Fort de Beaumont, a coastal defence 
fort built during the First World War, 

photo: Gaston Cadrin, 2018

The Honourable Lawrence MacAulay, Minister of veterans 
affairs, speaking at the opening ceremony for the Vari Gate.

The Honourable Lawrence MacAulay, Minister of Veterans 
Affairs with Madame Helen Vari at the opening ceremony. 

Madame Helen Vari in front of the Vari Gate with the Toronto 
Scottish Regiment

Monsieur Pierre Sénéchal, Maire of the Commune of 
Givenchy-en-Gohelle, speaking at the opening ceremony for the Vari Gate

The Foundation would also like to thank the Whitmer Trudel Foundation and the 
family of  Robert Thomas Ruggles for their significant contribution to the Centennial 
Park in 2022, which will allow the installation of six custom entry gates in the park.
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VIMY: A LIVING MEMORIAL 
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BOARDS AND STAFF
The Vimy Foundation is very fortunate to have dedicated individuals who have 
devoted their time and efforts to furthering the Foundation’s goals. They each 
bring an impressive slate of experience and skills to oversee the management 
and the major policy decision-making of the organization.
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Boards and Staff Boards and Staff18 19



SUITE 202
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