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Help the Vimy Foundation continue its work to preserve the legacy of 
Canada’s role in the First World War. 

Find out more about the Vimy Foundation’s ongoing education and 
awareness-building programs and please donate now to support this work.

CANADA’S FIRST WORLD WAR BATTLES

FESTUBERT - GIVENCHY
100 YEARS AGO

In May and June of 1915, at Festubert and Givenchy in Northern France, Canadian 
troops went on the offensive for the first time in the First World War. The battles were 
part of the Allied effort to challenge entrenched German positions and where possible 

push the invaders back.
 

Hampered by poor information, unrealistic goals, a lack of substantial artillery support 
and facing unbroken barbed wire and hidden machine gun nests, Canadians troops were 
unable to make any significant gains. 2,868 Canadians were killed or wounded in these 
two battles alone. The stalemate of trench warfare had now become painfully real to the 

Canadian soldiers and public.
 

100 years later, the Vimy Foundation is actively working to ensure that these two battles, 
now largely forgotten, and other major battles of the First World War involving Canadians 

are recalled and our losses commemorated.

We will remember them.

Photo credit:Official Canadian War Photographer. A.S. English Collection, Canadian Centre for the Great War.
FESTUBERT


