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Wherever you are in the world there is always something about the Australian light...  

And hopefully something optimistic about Australian painting too. 

Ken Done 

 

Since his first solo exhibition in 1980, Ken Done has become one of Australia’s most famous 
artists. His work has been described as the most original style to come out of Australia, and 
his paintings are in collections throughout the world. 
 
Ken has a unique approach to artwork and takes inspiration from his surroundings. 
Here are some of his tips for approaching painting: 
 

• You can find inspiration anywhere, especially around your home. You could paint a 
vase of flowers for example. There are lots of things around your house that could be 
interesting to paint. Look out your window, what do you see? You could paint the 
garden or the sky or maybe you can even see a beach! 

• But remember, painting does not need to be literal. You can also paint the ‘feeling’ of 
things. With a painting, unlike a photo, you can move things around! 

• Choosing your colours is like a musician choosing a note - it’s just intuitive! Just like 
notes on the piano, with colour, sometimes it’s about the ‘other’ colour that you put 
with it that will tell you something about the feeling of your painting.  

 

Now it’s time for you to have a go at painting your own Ken Done inspired masterpiece! 
 
 
For this activity you will need: 
 

• Paper or a canvas (you can buy these cheaply from Officeworks, Spotlight, Kmart, 
Big W or an art supply store). 

• At least one paintbrush (thick or thin or both)! 

• Paints (ones that wash out in water are the best). 

• Some water. 

• An old plate for mixing your paints.  
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Instructions 

 
1. With Ken’s tips in mind, take a look around your home and find something 

interesting that inspires you. For example, a vase of flowers or a pot plant; the 
cover of your favourite book; a photograph of your family; a bowl of fruit; some 
flowers in your garden… the possibilities are endless! 

2. Now, grab your paints, paper or canvas and start painting - it’s that simple! 

3. And remember, this does not need to be perfect like a photo, focus on painting the 
‘feeling’ of the inspirational object you have chosen to paint. 

4. When you’re finished, we’d love to see your Ken Done inspired masterpieces, so 
please share with us @familyprojectau 

 
Read more about Ken Done and see his amazing artwork by visiting his website. You can also visit 
his gallery at 1 Hickson Road, The Rocks, Sydney. 
 

 

 

Striped palms and pink frangipani, 2021 
oil and acrylic on linen 

81.5 x 102 cm 
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