
How to Build a Volcano 
activity sheet

You can’t use up creativity. The more you use, the more you have. Maya Angelou 

Today we are stepping into the world of home science. Parents beware, this activity might get messy, 
so maybe give this one a go outside!  

We enlisted the help of Tom Williams, home project enthusiast, to help teach us how to make our own 
mini volcanoes at home.  

This is a fun activity to help teach kids about what happens when compounds (such as baking soda) 
and solutions (like vinegar) react together!   

For this activity you will need: 

• 1 x tray

• White vinegar

• Washing detergent

• 1 x bag of bi-carb soda

• 1 x small PVC pipe

• 1 x small cup

• Food colouring of your choice

• 1 x bucket full of sand

How to build your own volcano: 

1. First of all, we need to start building the volcano with our sand. Tom recommends wetting it a

bit before you start building to help make it easier to mould. Start moulding this on top of your

tray.

2. Next, put your PVC pipe into the cup and build the sand up around it. This is going to be

where your lava comes from!

3. The first ingredient to go into the volcano is bi-carb soda, make sure to use the whole bag for

a big bang.

4. Add the food colouring in (about 5 or so drops), this will determine what colour your lava is.

5. Add a dash of washing detergent, this will make your lava all bubbly.

6. Finally add in your white vinegar. Keep adding in extra food colouring and vinegar and watch

the explosion continue.

Even though Tom runs away from cleaning up, this is something you can do together with your kids 
because it is a bit of a messy activity that will require supervision.  

http://www.familyproject.org.au/

