
Look out… magpies about!

Fend off the terrors of spring with this flash 
back with Tom Williams on how he used to 
protect himself from those scary swoops! 

The Family Project team enlisted the help 
of Magpie Helmet expert, Tom Williams, to 
create this simple yet effective magpie anti 
swoop device that you can easily make at 
home with your family. This is a great little 
project to do together during the school 
holidays! 

1.  Grab a bike helmet and some cable ties,
and all you need to do is thread the cable
ties through the air holes in your helmet

2.  Tie an extra cable tie on top of each
one to extend the length and fend off
the swooping magpies with even more
effectiveness!

3.  Go all out and paint on some big scary
eyes to add a little extra protection from
the swoops!

4.  Take care out there!

Magpie Facts!  According to Wires:

For a few weeks each year during breeding 
season, nesting Magpies defend their 
territory to protect their young.

They beat their wings, clack their beaks, 
swoop upon perceived intruders and 
occasionally peck or scratch with their claws. 
This defence of territory only lasts for the 
time when eggs and young are in the nest. 

For this reason, swooping birds should never 
be removed from the area as; eggs will fail to 
hatch or the young will die of starvation and 
exposure without their parents, if the territory 
is vacated other magpies from less suitable 
areas will claim it and build a new nest of 
their own and if only the nest is removed, the 
birds will build another one in the same area. 

To protect people for the  
short breeding season please;

•  Try to avoid the area where the magpies
are swooping and make a temporary sign to
inform other people.

•  Wear a hat while in the area or carry an
open umbrella, which is the best protection.

•  Do not stop if you are swooped upon. You
are still in the magpie’s territory so they will
keep swooping.

•  Where possible travel in a group as most
birds only swoop individuals.

•  Cyclists should dismount and walk through
the area.

•  Walk quickly until you are out of the area
and remember their behaviour will stop
as soon as their chicks are safely out of
the nest.

The Family Project Fact Sheet:  
Family Relationships, Communication 
and Connection below has lots more 
info about the importance of coming 
together as a family for projects 
like  this one.

How to create  
a magpie anti swoop device

Activity Sheet
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