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Stand if able 

T H E  A C C L A M A T I O N  

The Lord will pour out his Spirit upon all flesh, 
 And your sons and daughters shall prophesy. 
Your old men shall dream dreams, 
 And your young men shall see visions.     
You shall know that the Lord is in the midst of his people, 
 That he is the Lord and there is none else. 
And it shall come to pass 
 That everyone who calls on the Name of the Lord shall be saved.             

Almighty God,  
 to you all hearts are open,  
 all desires known,  
 and from you no secrets are hid:  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
 that we may perfectly love you,  
 and worthily magnify your holy Name;  
 through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

T H E  C O L L E C T  F O R  P U R I T Y

The people sit; the Presenters, standing before the Bishop, shall present the 
Ordinand, saying: 

Bishop Brian, on behalf of the clergy and people of the Diocese of Churches 
for the Sake of Others, we present to you Drew Billups to be ordained a 
deacon in Christ’s holy catholic Church. 
  
Bishop: Has he been selected in accordance with the canons of this Church? 
And do you believe his manner of life to be suitable to the exercise of this 
ministry? 

P R E S E N T A T I O N  O F  O R D I N A T I O N  C A N D I D A T E

B e  T h o u  M y  V i s i o n  

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my 
heart 
Naught be all else to me, save that 
Thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by 
night 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my 
light 

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my 
true word 
I ever with Thee, and Thou with me 
Lord 
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee 
one 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty 
praise 
Thou mine inheritance, now and 
always 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart 
High king of heaven, my treasure 
Thou art 

High king of heaven, my victory won 
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright 
heaven’s sun 
Heart of my own heart, whatever 
befall 
Still be my vision, O ruler of all 
Still be my vision, O ruler of all

Traditional Celtic Hymn  
8th Century
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T H E  L I T A N Y  F O R  O R D I N A T I O N  

Celebrant: God the Father, 
People: Have mercy on us. 
  
Celebrant: God the Son, 
People: Have mercy on us. 
  
Celebrant: God the Holy Spirit, 
People: Have mercy on us. 

Celebrant: Holy Trinity, one God, 
People: Have mercy on us. 
  
Celebrant: We pray to you, Lord Christ, 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

All stand. The Bishop says to the people 
  
Dear friends in Christ, you know the importance of this ministry, and the weight 
of your responsibility in presenting this candidate for ordination to the 
sacred order of deacons. Therefore if any of you know any impediment or 
crime because of which we should not proceed, come forward now and make 
it known. 
  
If no objection is made, the Bishop continues 
  
Bishop: Is it your will that this candidate be ordained as a deacon? 
People: It is. 
  
Bishop: Will you uphold him in this ministry? 
People: We will. 
  
Bishop: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
  
The Bishop is seated, and the congregation is invited to kneel or remain seated.  

Presenters: We certify to you that he has satisfied the requirements of the 
canons, and we believe him to be qualified for this order. 
  
The Bishop says to the Ordinand: 
Will you be loyal to the doctrine, discipline, and worship of Christ as this 
Church has received them? And will you, in accordance with the canons of this 
Church, obey your Bishop and other ministers who may have authority over 
you and your work? 
  
The Ordinand declares/answers: 
I am willing and ready to do so; and I solemnly declare that I do believe the 
Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, and to 
contain all things necessary to salvation; and I do solemnly engage to conform 
to the doctrine, discipline, and worship of the Anglican Church. 
  
The Ordinand then signs the above Declaration in the sight of all present. 
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Celebrant: For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance 
may grow among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Celebrant: For those in positions of public trust that they may serve justice and 
promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Celebrant: For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for 
refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and 
protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Celebrant: For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of 
the Holy Spirit to amend our lives, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

Celebrant: For the holy church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, 
and be found without fault at the Day of your Coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Celebrant: For all members of your Church in their vocation and ministry, that 
they may serve you in a true and godly life, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Celebrant: For all Bishops, priests, and deacons, that they may be filled 
with your love, may hunger for truth, and may thirst after 
righteousness, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Celebrant: For Drew, chosen deacon in your Church, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Celebrant: That he may faithfully fulfill the duties of this ministry, build up your 
Church, and glorify your Name, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Celebrant: That by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit he may be sustained and 
encouraged to persevere to the end, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Celebrant: For his family and the community they serve, that they may be 
adorned with all Christian virtues, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Celebrant: For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our 
divisions may cease and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we 
pray to you, O Lord. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
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New Testament Reading 
I Thessalonians 4:1-12 

As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in 
order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in 
the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. For you know what instructions we 
gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual 
immorality; that each of you should learn to control your own body in a way 
that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not 
know God; and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a 
brother or sister. The Lord will punish all those who commit such sins, as we 
told you and warned you before. For God did not call us to be impure, but to 
live a holy life. Therefore, anyone who rejects this instruction does not reject a 
human being but God, the very God who gives you his Holy Spirit. 

Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you 
yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. And in fact, you do 
love all of God’s family throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and 
sisters, to do so more and more, and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet 
life: You should mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we 
told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you 
will not be dependent on anybody. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

Celebrant: For those who have died in the hope of the resurrection and for the 
loved ones now experiencing grief and loss, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Celebrant: Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend 
ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God. 
People: To you, O Lord our God. 
  
At the conclusion of the Litany for Ordination, the Bishop shall stand and say 
  
Bishop: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Bishop: Let us pray.  

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your 
whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual 
working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; 
let the whole world see and know that things which were being cast 
down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being 
made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by 
him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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T H E  E X H O R T A T I O N  

All are seated. The Ordinand stands before the Bishop, who addresses the 
Ordinand saying, 

It belongs to the office of a Deacon to share in the humility and service of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, for the strengthening of the Church, which is his body. You are 
to read the Gospel and proclaim Christ at all times through your service, to 
instruct both young and old in the Catechism, and, at the direction of the Bishop 
or Priest, to baptize and preach. 

You are to assist the Priest in public worship, to guide the intercessions of the 
Congregation, to aid in the administration of Holy Communion, and to carry the 
Sacrament to those who are kept from the Table by illness, infirmity, or 
imprisonment. 

Furthermore, you are to interpret to the Church the needs, concerns, and hopes 
of the world. It is the Deacon’s office to encourage and equip the household of 
God to care for the stranger, to embrace the poor and helpless, and to seek 
them out, so that they may be relieved. 

Seated 
A  C H A R G E  F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P  
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Brian Wallace 

T H E  E X A M I N A T I O N  

All are seated except the Ordinand, who stands before the Bishop 
  
Bishop: My brother, every Christian is called to follow Jesus Christ, serving God 
the Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit. God now calls you to a special 
ministry of servanthood directly under your Bishop. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
you are to serve all people, particularly the poor, the weak, the sick, and the 
lonely. As a deacon in the Church, you are to study the Holy Scriptures, to seek 
nourishment from them, and to model your life upon them. You are to make 
Christ and his redemptive love known, by your word and example, to those 
among whom you live, and work, and worship. You are to interpret to the Church 
the needs, concerns, and hopes of the world. You are to assist the Bishop and 
priests in public worship and in the ministration of God’s Word and Sacraments, 
and you are to carry out other duties assigned to you from time to time. At all 
times, your life and teaching are to show Christ’s people that in serving the 
helpless they are serving Christ himself. 
  
Bishop: My brother, do you believe that you are truly called by God and his 
Church to the life and work of a deacon? 
Ordinand: I believe I am so called. 
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T H E  C O N S E C R A T I O N  

All now stand, except the Ordinand, who kneels facing the Bishop 

Bishop: Do you now in the presence of the Church commit yourself to this trust 
and responsibility? 
Ordinand: I do. 

Bishop: Will you be guided by the pastoral direction and leadership of your 
Bishop? 
Ordinand: I will. 

Bishop: Will you be faithful in prayer, and in the reading and study of the Holy 
Scriptures? 
Ordinand: I will. 

Bishop: Will you look for Christ in all others, being ready to help and serve those 
in need? 
Ordinand: I will. 
  
Bishop: Will you do your best to pattern your life and that of your family in 
accordance with the teachings of Christ, so that you may be a wholesome 
example to all people? 
Ordinand: I will. 
  
Bishop: Will you in all things seek not your glory but the glory of the Lord Christ? 
Ordinand: I will. 
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A period of silent prayer follows, the people still standing.  

The Bishop then says this Prayer of Consecration: O God, most merciful Father, 
we praise you for sending your Son Jesus Christ, who took on himself the form 
of a servant, and humbled himself, becoming obedient even to death on the 
cross. We praise you that you have highly exalted him, and made him Lord of all; 
and that, through him, we know that whoever would be great must be servant of 
all. We praise you for the many ministries in your Church, and for calling this 
your servant to the order of deacons. 
  
Here the Bishop lays hands upon the head of the Ordinand and prays: Therefore, 
Father, through Jesus Christ your Son, give your Holy Spirit to Drew; fill him with 
grace and power, and make him a deacon in your Church. Make him O Lord, 
modest and humble, strong and constant, to observe the discipline of Christ. Let 
his life and teaching so reflect your commandments, that through him many may 
come to know you and love you. As your Son came not to be served but to 
serve, may this deacon share in Christ’s service, and come to the unending glory 
of him who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 
ever. 
  
The people in a loud voice respond: Amen. 
  
The new deacon is now vested according to the order of deacons. 
The Bishop gives a Bible to the newly ordained, saying: Receive this Bible as the 
sign of your authority to proclaim God’s Word and to assist in the ministration of 
his holy Sacraments. 

B L E S S I N G   +  S E N D I N G  

Our help is in the Name of the Lord;  
The maker of heaven and earth. 
Blessed be the Name of the Lord; 
From this time forth for evermore. 
The blessing, mercy, and grace of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 


