
 

 
PROPRIETARY INFORMATION & INVENTION AGREEMENTS 

 
As an employee of Fano Labs Limited (the "Company"), I recognize that the Company is engaged 
in a continuous program of research, development and production with respect to its business. 
 
RECITALS: 
 
I understand that: 
 

• Definitions for certain of the capitalized terms used in this Employee's Proprietary 
Information And Inventions Agreement (“Agreement”) are contained in Clause 1 of this 
Agreement. 

• My employment creates a relationship of confidence and trust between the Company and 
me with respect to any information (i) applicable to the business of the Company; or (ii) 
applicable to the business of any customer of the Company; or (iii) which the Company is 
under a contractual obligation to keep confidential which may be made known to me by 
the Company or by any customer of the Company, or learned by me during the period of 
my employment. 

• The Company possesses and will continue to possess Proprietary Information 
 
In consideration for the compensation received by me from the Company, I hereby agree as 
follows:  
 
Definitions 
 

• Company as used herein, shall mean Fano Labs Limited, including its subsidiary or 
affiliate and its successors.  

 
• Inventions means all data, discoveries, designs, developments, formulae, ideas, 

improvements, inventions, know-how, processes, programs, and techniques, whether or 
not patentable or register able under copyright, trademark or similar statutes, and all 
designs, trademarks and copyrightable works that I made or conceived or reduced to 
practice or learned, either alone or jointly with others, during the period of my employment 
which (i) are related or useful in the business of the Company or to the Company’ s actual 
or demonstrably anticipated research, design, development, experimental production, 
financing, manufacturing, licensing, distribution or marketing activity carried on by the 
Company, or (ii) result from tasks assigned me by the Company, or (iii) result from use of 
premises or equipment owned, leased or contracted for by the Company.  
 

• Hong Kong shall mean the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s 
Republic of China. 
 

• Proprietary Information shall mean information that has been created, discovered or 
developed, or has otherwise become known to the Company (including without limitation 
information created, discovered, developed or made known before to me during the period 



 

of or arising out of my employment by the Company), and/or in which property rights have 
been assigned or otherwise conveyed to the Company, which information has commercial 
value in the business in which the Company is engaged. By way of illustration but not 
limitation, “ Proprietary Information” include: (i) inventions, confidential knowledge, trade 
secrets, ideas, date, programs, works of authorship, now- how, improvements, discoveries, 
designs, techniques and sensitive information the Company receives from its customers or 
receives from a third party under obligation to keep confidential; (ii) technical information 
relating to the Company’s existing and future products, including, where appropriate and 
without limitation, manufacturing techniques and procedures, production controls, 
software, firmware, information, patent disclosures, patent applications, development or 
experimental work, formulae, engineering or test data, product specification and part lists, 
names of suppliers, structures, mode, techniques, processes and apparatus relating to the 
same disclosed by the Company to me or obtained by me through observation or 
examination of information or developments; (iii) confidential marketing information 
( including without limitation marketing strategies, customer names and requirements and 
product and services, prices, margins and costs); (iv) confidential future product plans; (v) 
confidential financial information provided to me by the Company; (vi) personnel 
information (including without limitation employee compensation); and (vii) other 
confidential business information. 

 
• Any reference to an Ordinance shall refer to such ordinance in Hong Kong. 

 
 

Protection of Proprietary Information 
 

Property of the Company 
All Proprietary Information shall be the sole property of the Company and its assigns and 
the Company and its assigns shall be the sole owner of all patents and other rights in 
connection with such Proprietary Information. I hereby assign to the Company any rights 
I may have or acquire in any or all Proprietary Information. During the term of my 
employment by the Company and at all times thereafter, I will keep in confidence and trust 
all Proprietary Information, and I will not directly or indirectly disclose, sell, use, lecture 
upon or publish any Proprietary Information or anything relating to it without the written 
consent of the Company, except as may be necessary in the ordinary course of performing 
my duties as an employee of the Company. I will obtain the Company's written approval 
before publishing or submitting for publication any material that relates to my work. 
 

  
Property of Third Parties 
I recognize that the Company has received and in the future will receive information from 
third parties which is private or proprietary information subject to a duty on the Company's 
part to maintain the confidentiality of such information and to use it only for certain limited 
purposes. I agree, during the term of my employment and thereafter, to hold all such private 
or proprietary information received from third parties in the strictest confidence and not to 
disclose or use it, except as necessary in carrying out my work for the Company consistent 
with the Company's agreement with such third party.  



 

 
My obligations regarding Proprietary Information shall continue until such time as the 
Proprietary Information is publicly known without fault on my own part.  

 
 

Avoid Conflicts of Interestes 
During the course of my employment, I shall obtain prior approval of the Company before 
accepting any employment, consulting or other relationship with another person or entity (i) in 
any field related to the Company's line of business, or (ii) in a position that requires a significant 
time commitment. Approval by the Company regarding any particular outside activity does 
not in any way reduce my obligations under this Agreement.  

 
 
Return of Materials 
All apparatus, computers, computer files and media, data, documents, drawings, engineering 
log books, equipment, inventor notebooks, programs, prototypes, records, samples, equipment 
and other information and physical property, whether or not pertaining to Proprietary 
Information, furnished to me by the Company, or produced by myself or others in connection 
with my employment, shall be and remain the sole property of the Company and shall be 
returned promptly to the Company as and when requested by the Company. Should the 
Company not so request, I shall return and deliver all such property upon termination of my 
employment for any reason and I will not take with me any such property or any reproduction 
of such property upon such termination. I further agree that any property situated on the 
Company's premises and owned by the Company, including computers, computer files, e-mail, 
voicemail, disks and other electronic storage media, filing cabinets or other work areas, is 
subject to inspection by Company personnel at any time with or without notice.  

 
 

Non-Solicitation  
I agree that, during the period of my employment and for a period of one (1) year following 
termination of my employment with the Company for any reason, I will not directly or 
indirectly (i) solicit or in any manner encourage employees or consultants of the Company to 
end their relationships with the Company; or (ii) other than on behalf of the Company, call on, 
solicit or take away, or attempt to do any of the same, the business of any customer of the 
Company with whom I became acquainted during the course of my employment. By signing 
this Agreement, I acknowledge and agree that the names, addresses and product specifications 
of the Company's customers constitute Company Proprietary Information and that the sale or 
unauthorized use or disclosure of this or any other Company Proprietary Information that I 
obtained during the course of this Agreement would constitute unfair competition with the 
Company. I promise not to engage in any unfair competition with the Company either during 
the term of my employment or at any time thereafter.  

 
 

Inventions 
I will promptly disclose to the Company, or any persons designated by it, any and all 
Inventions.  



 

 
Ownership and Protection of Inventions 

 
The Compnany Owns Inventions 
I agree that any and all Inventions shall be the sole property of the Company and its assigns, 
and the Company and its assigns shall be the sole owner of all patents, trademarks, 
copyrights and other rights in connection with such Inventions.  

 
 

Inventions Protections 
I hereby assign to the Company any rights I may have or acquire in Inventions. In addition, 
to the extent permitted by Hong Kong law, the parties agree that any works resulting from 
my work under this Agreement shall be employee's works as contemplated within Section 
14 of the Copyright Ordinance. I hereby assign to the Company all of my works of 
authorship and all rights of copyright, trademark, patent and other such rights ("Intellectual 
Property Rights") in such works to the extent such works result from my work under this 
Agreement. I further agree, as to any and all Inventions, to assist the Company in every 
proper way (but at the Company's expense) to obtain and from time to time enforce 
Intellectual Property Rights on Inventions in any and all countries. To that end, I will 
perform any further acts and execute and deliver all documents for use in applying for and 
obtaining such Intellectual Property Rights there-on and enforcing the same, as the 
Company may desire, together with any assignments of such protections to the Company 
or persons designated by it. My obligation to assist the Company in obtaining and enforcing 
Intellectual Property Rights on Inventions in any and all countries shall continue beyond 
the termination of my employment. I acknowledge that I may be unavailable when the 
Company needs to secure my signature for lawful and necessary documents required to 
apply for or execute any Intellectual Property Rights with respect to Inventions (including 
renewals, extensions, continuations, divisions or continuations in part of patent 
applications). Therefore, I agree to irrevocably designate and appoint the Company and its 
duly authorized officers and agents, as my agents and attorneys-in-fact, to act for and in 
my behalf and instead of me, to execute and file any such application(s) and to do all other 
lawfully permitted acts to further the prosecution and issuance of patents, copyrights, 
trademarks and other protections on Inventions with the same legal force and effect as if 
executed by me. The Company shall also have the right to keep any and all Inventions as 
trade secrets. I hereby waive and quit claim to the Company Intellectual Property Rights. 
Any and all claims of any nature whatsoever, which I now or may hereafter have for 
infringement of Intellectual Property Rights assigned hereunder to the Company.  

 
 

Disclosure 
I warrant that I will promptly disclose and deliver to the Company for the exclusive use 
and benefit of the Company any Inventions upon the making, devising, or discovering of 
the same during the term of the Agreement in irrespective of whether they were so made, 
devised or discovered during normal working hours or using the facilities of the Company, 
and will irrespective of the termination of the Agreement give all information and data in 
my possession as to the exact mode of working, producing and using the same, and will 



 

also at the expense of the Company give all such explanations, demonstrations and 
instructions to the Company as it may deem appropriate to enable the full and effectual 
working, production or use of the same.  

 
 

Compliance with Copyright Ordinance  
I warrant that I will not knowingly use in the course of my employment by the Company 
pursuant to this Agreement any software or other material subject to copyright constituting 
the information or property of any third party contrary to the Copyright Ordinance.  

 
 

Maintenance of Records 
I agree to keep and maintain adequate and current written records of all Inventions made 
by me (solely or jointly with others) during the term of my employment with the Company. 
The records will be in the form of notes, sketches, drawings, and any other format that may 
be specified by the Company. The records will be available to and remain the sole property 
of the Company at all times.  

 
 

No Conflictiong Obligation 
I represent that my performance of all the terms of this Agreement and that my employment 
by the Company does not and will not breach any agreement to keep in confidence proprietary 
information acquired by me in confidence or in trust prior to my employment by the Company. 
I have not entered into, and I agree I will not enter into, any agreement either written or oral in 
conflict with this Agreement. I also understand that I am not to breach any obligation of 
confidentiality I have to others during my employment with the Company.  
 

 
No Improper Use of Information of Former Employees or Others  
As part of the consideration for the offer of employment by the Company and of my 
employment or continued employment by the Company, I have not brought and will not bring 
to the Company, or use or disclose in the performance of my responsibilities any equipment, 
supplies, facility, electronic media, software, trade secret or other information or property of 
any former employer or any other person or entity which are not generally available to the 
public, unless I have obtained their written authorization for its possession and use.  

 
 

No Breach of subsisting obligations to Former Employees or Others 
I represent that my performance of all the terms of this Agreement and that my employment 
by the Company does not and will not breach any agreement that I have entered into prior to 
such employment. I also understand that I am not to breach any subsisting contractual 
obligations I have to my former employers and others, including: 

(i)  soliciting business from any client or customer of any of my former employers with whom 
I had dealings during my employment with them; and 



 

(ii)  enticing, encouraging or otherwise asking any of the present or former employees of my 
former employers to leave their employment to work with or for this Company.  

 
 

Notification of New Employer 
In the event that I leave the employ of the Company, I hereby consent to the notification of my 
new employer of my rights and obligations under this Agreement.  

 
 

Equitable Relief 
I acknowledge that any breach or threatened breach by me of this Agreement will result in 
immediate and irreparable harm to the Company, for which there will be no adequate remedy 
at law, and that the Company will be entitled to injunctive relief to restrain me from violating 
this Agreement or to compel me to cease and desist all unauthorized use and disclosure of the 
Proprietary Information, without posting bond or other security. I will indemnify Company 
against any costs, including reasonable legal fees, incurred in obtaining relief against my 
breach of this Agreement. Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting the 
Company from pursuing any other remedies available to it for such breach or threatened breach, 
including recovery of damages from me.  

 
 

Dispute Resolution Procedure 
I agree that any dispute arising out of or related to the employment relationship between me 
and the Company, including the termination of that relationship, and any allegations of unfair 
or discriminatory treatment arising under Hong Kong law, shall be resolved by final and 
binding arbitration in accordance with the Arbitration Ordinance. I further agree that such 
arbitrators shall have the power and authority a court of appropriate jurisdiction would have in 
resolving such dispute.  
 
Subject to the following paragraph, arbitration shall be the exclusive final remedy for any 
dispute between the parties.  
 
Nothing herein shall limit the right of the Company to obtain injunctive relief from any court 
having jurisdiction over the parties for violation of the portions of this Agreement dealing with 
protection of the Company's Proprietary Information, in order to preserve the status quo or 
prevent irreparable harm pending arbitration and, if applicable, appeal. In addition, either party 
may bring an action in a court of Hong Kong. To that end, I hereby agree and consent to the 
jurisdiction of the courts of Hong Kong.  

 
 

Modifications 
No modification of this Agreement shall be valid unless made in writing and signed by the 
parties hereto. 

 
 

 



 

 
Severability 
If any term or provision of the Agreement shall be declared invalid, illegal or unenforceable, 
such term or provision shall be amended to achieve as nearly as possible the same effect of 
protecting Proprietary Information as the original term or provision, and all remaining 
provisions shall continue in full force and effect.  

 
 

Survival of Obligations 
This Agreement shall survive termination of my employment, regardless of the circumstances 
of such termination.  

 
 
Effective Date 
This Agreement shall be effective as of the first day of my employment by the Company.  

 
 

Binding Effect 
This Agreement shall be binding upon my heirs, executors, administrators or other legal 
representatives and shall inure to the benefit of successors and assigns of the Company.  

 
 

Integrated Agreement  
This Agreement, together with the Appointment Letter terms and conditions and the enclosed 
Appendices, constitutes the full, complete and exclusive agreement between the Company and 
me with regard to this Agreement's subject matter. These Agreements supersede any previous 
agreements or representations, whether oral or written, express or implied between the 
Company and me with respect to their subject matter.  

 
 

Governing Law  
This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of Hong 
Kong.  

 
 
Acknowledgement 
I certify and acknowledge that I have carefully read all of the provisions of this Agreement and 
that I under-stand and will fully and faithfully comply with such provisions.  

 
 

  


