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The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the 
interconnectedness of risks and disconnectedness of responses



Diverse local leadership may be well-positioned to understand 
and address underlying vulnerabilities





Trans-local learning approach 

https://www.translocalhealth.com/). 

https://www.translocalhealth.com/


CBOs rapidly understood how COVID-19 would amplify 
vulnerabilities

Global challenges engage wit h 
local fact ors
• Polit ical decision-making 

outside of communities and 
without their input

• Social conditions that exclude 
and marginalize certain groups

• Povert y and lack of 
opportunities

• Environment al degradation 
and conditions that are 
hazardous and in f lux

• Geographic remoteness

Communit ies also have 
import ant  asset s 
• Collaborative net works and 

community connections
• Shared values and int erest s 

and desire to provide support
• Inclusive knowledge

production 
• Underst anding social 

determinants and root 
causes

• Local nat ural resources and 
systems of governance



CBOs developed pandemic responses centering on equity and 
youth

• Linking livelihoods, equity, health, wellbeing, and the environment 
through a rights-based approach

• Focusing on supporting the pandemic’s impacts on the most 
vulnerable populations 

• Developing and strengthening local resources and systems for 
long-term health



Examples of CBO-led COVID-19 mitigation initiatives 

In Alaska, Sitka Conservation Society 
e s tablishe d a mutual aid ne twork 
including groce ry cards  and se afood 
donations  from fishe rme n

In Ke nya, Sauti Dada carrie d out an 
aware ne ss  campaign to e ducate  
community me mbe rs  on prote ction 
me asure s

In India, Ekjut supporte d e lde rs , 
s trande d migrant worke rs , and childre n 
with dry rations  and ass is tance  
throughout the  pande mic

In Pe ru, Cas ita Huaran upskille d youth 
to support sus tainable  local farming.



Promoting community health must be approached 
from multiple directions

1. Support community age ncy and le ade rship in 
pursuing the ir he alth goals  and value s

2. Challe nge  ine quitable  powe r re lations  and 
e nvironme ntal practice s  that de grade  local 
capacitie s  for he alth 



Solutions can come from small-scale but connected-up 
community initiatives



Thanks for your attention!
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