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STEMA

Extreme Environments
Geographic remoteness, high 

social inequity, and 
marginalisation from 

mainstream political decisions

Interlocking challenges 
across scales

Resourcefulness
Identification, mobilisation, 

transformation of local 
resources for health in 

response to multi-scalar 
challenges

‘Supersystem’ 
planetary and 
climate crises

Regional 
geopolitics, 
globalized 

extractive systems

National 
economic, 

political, environ. 
crises

Localised 
experiences of 

health and social 
inequity 



STEMA
Community health

• Resources: community assets (skills, knowledge 
and resources) that build positive health

• Building blocks: Groups of resources that 
promote wellbeing and positive health 

• Community health ecosystem: Complex, 
informal  systems of community resources that 
support health and wellbeing 



Health and the SDGs
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Social 
determinants of 

health

Structural determinants of 
health

Environment and 
health

Livelihoods, 
infrastructure and 

health

• As an input

• As an output

• As an outcome

• As a process



Health and Wellbeing Needs
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Community perspectives on the SDGs

• International development often framed in terms of 
formalised global networks comprising political elites

• These networks have not necessarily protected communities 
against vulnerability to planetary health crises (pandemic, 
environment, economy)

• Transformative sustainability initiatives have found that 
these are often trans-local, i.e. locally rooted but globally 
connected (Loorbach et al, 2020).



Formal Informal
Metrics Meaning

Development Livelihoods

Health Wellbeing

Determinants of health Determination of health

Institutions Networks of support

Aid Reciprocity

Deficits Assets

Community perspectives on health, 
development and the SDGs
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