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Pressure Washer Safety 
 

SEPTEMBER 2021  

Pressure washing has changed the people work. Gone are the days of endless hours of 
manually scrubbing and rinsing equipment, making it easier to clean equipment and 
structures. 

Operating a pressure washing is dangerous, especially the user fails to follow manufacturer’s 
safety instructions, which could result in a serious injury or death. 

Failing to prepare is preparing to fail: 

Management has as duty to ensure that any employee who operates a pressure washer is 
thoroughly trained on its safe operation, beginning with reviewing the owner’s manual. The 
owner’s manual contains important prestart instructions, vital safety material and the 
recommended personal protective equipment. 

Personal Protective Equipment: 

Pressure washer users should wear personal protective equipment that keeps them dry. This 
would include a heavy duty rain coat or slicker suit, rubber boots, equipped with metatarsal 
protection, rubber gloves and safety goggles. Safety shields should also be worn when 
operating a pressure washer of 2,000 PSI or greater. Wear a hard hat when working in areas 
where there is a risk of being struck by falling objects. Some owner’s manuals even 
recommend that users wear hearing protection. 

Carbon Monoxide: 

Always operate pressure washers outdoors. Gasoline and diesel engines produce carbon 
monoxide. Never operate a gasoline or diesel pressure washer in a confined space or in a 
structure that fails to have adequate ventilation. 

Avoid Using Ladders: 

Avoid working from ladders. Pressure washers greater than 4,000 PSI can literally push the 
user off a ladder. A pressure washer extension wand is an excellent replacement from having 
to stand on a ladder. Extension wands allow the user to keep both feet firmly on the ground. 

In addition, special precautions should be taken when using a pressure washer extension 
wand near power lines. Contact the power company for safety recommendations. 
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Safety Rules: 

Incorporate the following rules into your written safety program on the safe operation of 
pressure washers: 

+ Only those employees who were properly trained are authorized to use pressure washers. 

+ Ensure users wear the proper personal protective equipment as indicated in the owner’s 
manual. 

+ Inspect the wand to ensure it is properly rated for the water pressure. 

+ Never aim the wand directly at anyone or body part. 

+ Always relieve the pressure immediately after turning off the pressure washer. 

+ Use a funnel to refuel pressure washers, and always in a well ventilated area. 

+ Restart the pressure washer a minimum of 10 feet from the fueling source. 

+ Disconnect the hose when not in use and wrap it around the hose on the hanger. 

+ Do not allow pressure washer hoses to kink. 


