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Brown Recluse Spiders:  

The most distinct physical characteristic of a brown recluse spider is their eyes. Unlike most 
spiders, which have eight eyes that typically are positioned in two rows of four, brown recluse 
spiders have six equal-sized eyes arranged in three pairs, which are called dyads. The dyads 
are located at the front of the first main body and another dyad on each side further back 
with a space separating the dyads from each other. 

The violin shape physical characteristic is not consistent on all brown recluse spiders and 
varies among adult spiders. In fact, the violin feature may not be visible at all in mature 
brown recluse spiders. 

The easiest way to distinguish a brown recluse spider from other spiders are its five distinct 
characteristics: 

+ Six eyes in dyads (pairs) 

+ Uniformly colored abdomen with fine hairs 

+ No spines on the legs 

+ Uniformly colored legs 

+ Body not more than 3/8 of an inch in length    

     

If you’re bitten by a brown recluse spider, immediately clean the area with soap and water. 
The bite can usually be treated with topical antibiotic creams, ice and over-the-counter pain 
medications. If bitten on the arm or leg, elevate your arm or leg to reduce swelling. 
Professional medical attention is required if a severe lesion forms (skin necrosis). 
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Black Widow Spider: 

A mature female black widow spider is about 1/2 inch long, not including its legs, and has a 
rounded abdomen and very characteristic coloration. Black widows are shiny jet black all 
over their body and legs, except for a red pattern on the underside of the abdomen, which 
resembles an hourglass. Some black widows have a brownish or plum-colored tinge. Black 
widows with this tint are usually spiders that just consumed a prey and are so full the black 
pigment on their abdomen expanded until it appears to be brown. 

The red hourglass varies from two perfect triangles, whose points merge to make a perfect 
hourglass, to two triangles separated by a space, a triangle and small bar or just minimal 
almost subtle red coloration. 

 

Black widow spider venom affects the central nervous system. Some reactions are minor; 
others are more severe. 

A black widow bite, which has a distinct double fang trait, can result in severe pain, burning, 
redness in the bite area as well as swelling. Some black widow bite symptoms mimic that of 
other serious medical conditions. If this occurs, immediately seek professional medical 
attention. 

Brown Widow Spiders: 

Brown widow spiders vary in color and, unlike black widow spiders, are not as easily 
identified. Their color ranges from light tan to dark brown or almost black, with a range of 
patterns of black, white, yellow, orange or brown on the back of their abdomens. If you can 
see the underside, it contains the characteristic hourglass marking; but, unlike the black 
widow, the hourglass is orange to yellow-orange in color. 

  

Brown widow spiders are not normally aggressive and are less venomous than the brown 
recluse and black widow venoms. They prefer to withdraw when disturbed. 
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Brown widow bites usually occur when a spider becomes accidentally pressed against one’s 
skin, such as when you are getting dressed, putting on your shoes or by placing your hands 
in recessed areas. 

Brown widow spider bite wound should be cleaned immediately. Apply ice to the bite to 
reduce swelling. A topical anti-itch cream should be applied to reduce pain. Seek professional 
medical help if symptoms persist. 


