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 Winter Driving Hazards  
SEPTEMBER 2021  

Louisianans are unfamiliar with driving conditions associated with snow, sleet and icy road 
conditions, especially those who live in south Louisiana. Snowfall is rare, even in north Louisiana.  

Although the average temperature remains above freezing throughout winter doesn’t mean it 
doesn’t get cold in Louisiana. It does. Freezing weather conditions can occur at any time of the 
year between November and March, with January typically being the coldest month of the year.  
Extreme temperature changes can occur rapidly; 75°F degrees one day, 30°F the next, which could 
result in dangerous driving conditions.  

So, what should you do if you suddenly encounter icy road conditions? The ideal response is to 
stay off the road and shelter in place in the comfort and safety of your home. However there are 
precautions you can take:  

Precautions:  

+ Wear your seat belt.  

+ Reduce your speed. Do not drive faster the 45 miles per hour, even on highways and 
interstates.  

+ Do not use your vehicle’s cruise control.  

+ Avoid bridges and overpasses. Bridges and overpasses freeze before surface roads 
due to air flow.  

+ Avoid applying your brakes. Once you interrupt your tire rotation, you’ve lost your 
vehicle and will, more than likely, not regain control again until your vehicle is 
stopped.  

+ Immediately remove your foot from the gas pedal and allow your vehicle to slow 
down gradually.  

+ If your vehicle slides, turn into your slide, not against it.  

+ Avoid pulling off onto the shoulder. Get as from away the main travel lanes as 
possible.  

+ Do not stop to assist stranded motorists or for vehicle accidents. Stranded vehicles 
and accidents create additional hazards and can create a far greater threat to your 
safety. Instead, call 911.  

+ Avoid driving on steep hills.  
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 Other tips:  

+ Plan ahead by checking for hazardous road conditions and road closures.  

+ Make sure your vehicle is properly winterized.  

+ Ensure your tires have significant treads and are properly inflated.  

+ Test your brakes before you leave.  

+ Drive with your headlights on.  

+ Prepare for additional or delayed travel times.  

 

 


