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Heritage Caledon Walking Tour Series 
Alton Village Tour 2…north and east from the hotel  

  * Designated under the Ontario Heritage Act 
1  19798 Main Street       Corner of Main Street and Queen Street West 
A 

 

Palmer House Hotel                                                                    circa 1890 
In 1870, Archibald Dick built The Dixie House Hotel at the heart of 
what was Alton’s commercial core. It was destroyed by fire in 1890 
and replaced by this red brick Italianate style hotel with bracketed 
roofline parapet.  An excellent example of late 19th century 
commercial architecture, it is the last of five Alton hotels still 
standing. The hotel is named after Joseph Palmer, owner from 1919 
until his death in 1944; it closed its doors in the mid-1950s.  The 
building has been extensively restored; of note is the portico which 
has replaced the original two-level verandah across the front façade. 

   

B 

 

Hotel Addition west on Queen Street                                     circa 1915 
Shortly after WW1 began, Barber’s Carriage Works building was 
taken over for wartime use as a shell and munitions factory. To 
house the influx of mostly female workers, this 2 storey, red brick 
extension was built onto the hotel.  Post-war, the main floor was the 
hotel dining room; the second floor became apartments.  Later use 
included a harness shop, a butcher shop and a CIBC bank branch.       

   
2 

 

Bridge over Shaw’s Creek                                                Mill Privilege #3              
Shaw’s Creek, in the upper reaches of the Credit River watershed, 
drops just over 100 feet as it flows through Alton, joining the 
Credit’s main branch east of the village.  In 1857 Provincial Land 
Surveyor Charles Wheelock created a Village Plan and map of Alton, 
identifying 9 mill privileges, 8 of which were developed by the 
1880s.  A grist mill and saw mill were noted here at ‘Privilege #3’. 

   
3 

 

19842 Main Street     Amelia and Peter V. Lemon House     circa 1886 
This 2 storey, Italianate style, red brick house with yellow brick 
detail has 10 rooms, an enclosed front porch and a truncated hip 
roof.  Local farmer Peter Lemon and his wife Amelia bought the 
house in 1887.  Amelia was Nancy and Nicholas Smith’s daughter.  
After her death, Peter sold the property to Alexander Menzies in 
1896.  Later owners include Margaret Mackenzie, Joseph and Jennie 
Hackett and Allan Early who was an Alton ‘Police Village’ official. 

   
4 

 

19852 Main Street                 Store and Residence                circa 1856 
This Neoclassical style frame dwelling/store is marked on Alton’s 
1857 map.  By 1868 it was owned by miller Richard Wilkinson and 
was one of two stores north of the Shaw’s Creek bridge.  In 1878 
store keeper Alfred Smith, son of Nicholas and Nancy Smith, and his 
wife Camilla purchased it.  By 1891, Alfred had become a cattle 
drover in Orangeville and the house was sold in 1893 to George 
Gooderham.  Jean Gooderham Foley inherited it in 1935. 
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19858 Main Street           Doctor’s Office and House            circa 1856 
This Neoclassical style cottage with a 3 bay front façade, original 
door-surround, rear salt box ‘kitchen’ wing and woven wire fence 
and gate is shown on Alton’s 1857 map.   By 1861, this became the 
home and medical office of Dr. John Riddall where he and his wife 
Margaret Griffith raised 5 children.  In 1875, the house was sold to 
Mary Wilson who lived here until 1924.  Joanne McCann owned the 
house until 1949 when it was purchased by Jean and William Foley. 

  ` 
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19876 Main Street      Nicholas and Nancy Smith House      circa 1843          
According to a 1843 entry in wagon maker Nicholas Smith’s diary, he 
started building this 1½ storey Neoclassical style timber frame house 
with its 5 bay façade, gable roof and original entry surround.  It sits 
on land sold to him in 1849 by Elizabeth Gaynor, widow of Martin 
Middaugh whose 1820 land grant became Alton’s water-based 
industrial core.  The house was later clad with a brick veneer and 
extended on both sides. The white barn served as a beverage stand 
in the 1940s and 50s for skiers using the tow lift up the Pinnacle’s 
east slope. Five families have owned the house, four being Smith 
descendants. This is Alton’s oldest building; the stone fence is new. 
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19883 Main Street              Peter V. Lemon House                 circa 1897                   
This 2 storey, Edwardian Classical style house has a centre entry, 
truncated hip roof with original metal capping, dormer window and 
board-and-batten exterior. The use of wood rather than brick 
cladding is unusual for this building style.  The house was built by 
widower Peter Lemon who married widow Harriet McKee McClellan 
in 1908 and lived here until the early 1930s. Lemon’s granddaughter 
Amelia Lemon and husband Wallace Randall owned the house from 
1937 until Mary and Allen Jones bought it in 1954.  

   
8 

 

19877 Main Street               John Glover Cottage                   circa 1865 
This 1½ storey Ontario Cottage, Neoclassical in style with a 3 bay 
façade, red brick veneer cladding, centre entry and gable roof was 
built by wagon maker John Glover for his wife Mary Ann and their 
first 4 daughters.  Glover had earlier boarded with Nicholas Smith 
but by 1866 was advertising his own services in Mitchell’s Directory 
& Gazeteer of York & Peel Counties.  Sarah Jane McCann purchased 
the cottage in 1875 and McCann ownership continued for 80 years.  

   
9 

 

19871 Main Street             Victorian Gothic House                1880-1890 
This balloon-framed 1½ storey house, once situated at the end of 
Amelia Street, was owned by the Zimmermans whose blacksmith 
shop was near the Carriage Works on Queen St. W.  The house was 
moved to this lot by two wagons and a six-horse hitch around 1900 
for Johanna McCann.  She sold the property to Walter and Edith 
Woodyard in 1949; they in turn sold it to Elmer Martin in 1958.   
Modern siding is covering the original shiplap exterior cladding.    
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19861 Main Street                Joseph Wright House                 circa 1854 
This 1½ storey timber frame Ontario Cottage is Neoclassical in style 
with a 3 bay façade, centre entry and salt box rear addition.  The 
house which is supported by massive tree trunks underneath each 
corner is noted on Alton’s 1857 map.  It was built by Joseph Wright, 
an early Alton miller and merchant.   
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19843 Main Street           Samuel Alex Dean House               late 1920s 
This 1½ storey frame, late Neoclassical style house with centre 
entry, gable roof and rear shed-roof ‘kitchen’ wing was built for Alex 
Dean.  It replaced an impressive two storey frame hotel, built 
around 1860 by William Waldick, which was purchased by the Dean 
family in 1887 but it burned down in 1925.  Alex Dean’s estate sold 
this house to Hazel and Albert West in 1938; they in turn sold it to 
Nelson Middlebrook in 1974.  Photos of the earlier hotel inspired 
the current owner to create this wrap-around verandah.     
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19817 Main Street       May and Ethel Houston House         late 1940s 
This 1 storey Regency style cottage with 3 bay façade, pyramidal hip 
roof and dormer window was built for Ethel Culligan Houston by her 
brother-in-law Wylie Houston who owned the chopping mill on the 
opposite river bank. Ethel’s husband John, Wylie’s cousin, ran a local 
saw mill. In 1954 Wylie’s widow May Algie Houston (daughter of 
Lizzie and Matthew Algie) moved in with Ethel, her half-sister.  May 
lived to be 97; her daughter Phyllis Davey inherited the house.   

   
13 

 

1532 Queen Street East       Wesleyan Methodist       1891 date stone 
This Victorian Gothic style church was completed in 1891 for Alton’s 
Wesleyan Methodist congregation.  It is clad in red brick with 
contrasting yellow brick details.  The gothic style windows on the 
front and side façades are original.  In 1925, after church unification, 
it was re-named Alton United Church.  In recent years, after church 
membership and participation declined, the building was sold.   

   
14 

 

1546 Queen Street East         Victorian Gothic House         early 1900s 
This simple 1½ storey frame house with gable roof has been altered 
over the years.  The height of the side walls appears to have been 
increased which in turn has reduced the roof pitch.  An addition 
across the front and sides hides the original main floor windows and 
entry.    
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1562 Queen Street East        McClellan’s General Store       circa 1894 
Without its store front, this former general store has lost its earlier 
identity.  Originally situated on the south side of Queen Street East, 
it was displaced by the re-configuration of village’s intersection and 
moved here.  In its new location, it became William Crisp’s Gas 
Station.  Crisp served as Fire Chief and later sold this property for 
Milton Danforth’s automotive garage.  The former store is now a gas 
bar and convenience store.    
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1590 Queen Street East                 1930s Factory                    circa 1935 
This building sits on the foundations of an earlier saw mill and was 
built as Jack Lak’s Sash and Door Factory which operated from 1935 
into the late 1960s. The building has since evolved in style into a 1½ 
storey cottage with a gable roof, covered front entry and plaster 
exterior.  Note the remnant mill foundations on the east side.   
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The Credit Valley Railway line was built through Alton in 1879 and 
the railway station was located south of here on Station Street.  In 
the mid-1880s, the rail operation was acquired by the Canadian 
Pacific Railway.  The tracks are still in use by the ‘Orangeville 
Brampton Railway’ for a short-line freight service from Orangeville 
and for the ‘Credit Valley Explorer’ excursion train.   
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1639 Queen Street East           Victorian Gothic House         circa 1874 
This 1½ storey, L shaped, Victorian Gothic style frame house is clad 
in board-and-batten siding.  There is a fieldstone addition to the 
rear, the front verandah has been enclosed and the Tudor style 
detailing is likely recent.  The house was built by James Steele and in 
1912 was sold to John and Minnie Gabriel who lived here almost 40 
years.  In 1951, the house was sold to Allan and Florence Johnston.    

       
19 

 

1603 Queen Street East                    Workers Cottage                   1880s                     
This single storey, L shaped cottage has a gable roof and is now clad 
with modern exterior siding.   The cottage was likely built soon after 
the railway line was constructed.  The variety of early owners 
suggests that this was an investment property and used as rental 
accommodation.          
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1581 Queen Street East             Archibald Dick House           circa 1875 
Hotelier Archibald Dick built this very elaborate Victorian Gothic 
style red brick house with contrasting yellow brick patterning, 
symmetrical projecting front bays, paired double windows, intricate 
fretwork and Italianate influenced paired brackets.  The house 
interior was divided into 10 rooms and pendants likely hung in each 
of the exterior gables.  In 1883, Dr. James Algie, a brother of mill 
owner William Algie, purchased the house for his family.   
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1575 Queen Street East             21st Century House 
This new home has been built in a style that compliments the older 
buildings in the village.   
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1565 Queen Street East         * Stone Ontario Cottage        circa 1880 
This single storey, stone, Regency style cottage has a 3-bay front 
façade with characteristic symmetrical design, paired brackets along 
the eaves, hip roof and an unusual gothic style window.  The corners 
are local quarried stone, the lintels /sills are rock-faced sandstone 
while the walls are fieldstone parged with limestone mortar in an 
ashlar patterned finish.  The house was built for re-sale by Michael 
Breen, a local farmer / building contractor.   
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1551 Queen Street East              Ontario Cottage                   circa 1881 
This 1½ storey, Victorian Gothic style cottage is frame construction 
with a red brick veneer.  Raised brickwork over the front door and 
windows along with gable fretwork add unique details to the façade.  
The cottage was built for re-sale by Michael Breen and subsequent 
owners included farmers George G. Smith and Owen Finnigan, Mary 
Flaherty (1929 -1973), then John Docherty and Marlene Herrman.   

   
24 

 

1545 Queen Street East            Neoclassical cottage             circa 1881 
This 1½ storey Neoclassical style Ontario Cottage was built for re-
sale by Michael Breen, a local farmer/ building contractor.  1½ 
storey cottages were a preferred building style because they were 
taxed as if they were single storey buildings.  The house is now clad 
in modern siding which likely covers a roughcast exterior; the 
windows appear to be original.  
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1537 Queen Street East            Ontario Cottage                    mid-1860s 
This early 1½ storey, frame, Neoclassical style cottage has retained 
its symmetrically placed windows and gable roof.  The cottage likely 
housed workers until Owen Finnigan acquired it in 1902 by paying 
off 30 years of tax arrears.  In 1920, John Lowe purchased it, living 
here with his sister Bertha and other family members for 54 years 
until Alex and Bertha Burns purchased the property in 1974. 
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1529 Queen Street East             Druggist’s Premises              circa 1875 
This large Victorian Gothic style structure was built for commercial 
use with dwelling above.  A striking two storey verandah with 
fretwork detailing ran the length of the front and south façades.  
The mid-section gable suggests that it housed more than one family 
or business.  From 1878 until 1896, the building was owned by John 
Holden, a chemist and druggist. In 1902, it was sold to William 
McClellan’s son-in-law William Clark and became a funeral home.  In 
1936, after Robert Clark’s death, the business was sold to Otto 
Caven.  In 1955, George Dods enlarged the business as ‘Dods 
Funeral Home.’  The building has been converted into apartments.   

 

The second of three walking tours in the Village of Alton 

A 40th Anniversary Project of Heritage Caledon: completed in 2017 

Information courtesy of the Alton Village Association 

Technical, mapping and heritage support from the Town of Caledon 

 


