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Salaberry-de-Valleyfield, march 19th 2009 
 
Country of Franklin Solid Waste Management Authority 
828, County route 28 
Constable, New York 12926 
 
 
Object: Questions and comments for the CFSWMA: FEIS review period Westville landfill site 
 
 
Mr,  
Ms, 
 
Please find enclosed the questions and comments that i wish to submit in regards to the review period 
for the FEIS concerning the Westville landfill site. 
 
 
1) Contingency plan 
 
You state that 6 NYCRR Part 360 provides for the preparation of a contingency plan to address in par-
ticular the possibility of contamination of groundwater and surface water, including possible effects on 
drinking water.  
 
Does the contingency plan have to be submitted to the NYCRR at the same time as the environmental 
studies in order to obtain a permit? Could the CFSWMA receive its expansion permit without submitting a 
contingency plan? 
 
How much time does the CFSWMA have to submit the contingency plan to the NYCRR? 
 
Is there a public consultation process concerning that submission to the NYCRR? 
 
Is the contingency plan required to include agreements with Quebec and Canadian authorities in view of 
the landfill site’s proximity to the Canadian border? In other words, can the CFSWMA submit a contin-
gency plan under 6 NYCRR Part 360 without officially consulting and obtaining the cooperation and con-
sent of Quebec and Canadian authorities?  
 
What are the CFSWMA’s duties and obligations regarding review of the contingency plan? 
 
Will the public and Quebec and Canadian authorities be informed of the reviews? Will those authorities 
be consulted and involved in the review process? 
 
The requirement to have a contingency plan clearly indicates that there is indeed a risk of contamination, 
even though you maintain that the risk is small and the event unlikely. Who can predict what will happen 
in 20 or 30 years? Who can guarantee that the landfill site will be managed professionally by competent, 
diligent managers who comply with environmental requirements? One mistake or instance of negligence 
would be lethal for our groundwater and surface water.  When I visited the current landfill site on Novem-
ber 14, 2008, the site manager told me that his arrival as manager had been welcomed because the pre-
vious administration had not been meticulous in its management of the site. 
 
In our opinion, the contingency plan must be prepared in conjunction with Quebec and Canadian authori-
ties, and the roles and responsibilities of both parties must be set out in memoranda of understanding, 
which must be approved by the authorities concerned. 
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2 ) Financial and technical remedies 
 
You state that in the unlikely event of external contamination caused by the landfill site, 
the CFSWMA would be required to remediate the contamination and offer compensation 
appropriate to the specific circumstances. According to the CFSWMA, its liability insur-
ance against environmental damage will apply regardless of the location and circum-
stances in which the CFSWMA’s facilities might be deemed responsible for damaging the 
environment, in both the United States and Canada. 
 
With the NYCRR permit or permits that the CFSWMA currently has, does it hold liability 
insurance to compensate individuals, municipalities, businesses and other entities that 
might be affected by contamination caused by the operation of the landfill site? 
 
Is such liability insurance compulsory in order to obtain the NYCRR permit or permits re-
quired to expand the landfill site? 
 
What standards are required for such liability insurance? What financial coverage is of-
fered?  
 
Should operation of the landfill site cause contamination in Canada, what authority would 
be responsible for assessing the landfill site’s liability for the contamination? If the damage 
occurs in Canada, is it up to Canada to prove the landfill site’s liability? 
 
You state that on the date of the final version of the EIS, the CFSWMA still had not estab-
lished a specific trust fund to deal with future legal action. 
 
Does the NYCRR require you to establish such a trust fund to deal with future legal ac-
tion? Is the establishment of the trust fund conditional on obtaining the permit or permits 
necessary to expand the landfill site? 
 
When does the CFSWMA intend to establish the trust fund? 
 
What financial objectives must the CFSWMA achieve each year in order to establish a 
trust fund to deal with future legal action? 
 
If the CFSWMA is not required to establish such a trust fund, who can assure us that the 
trust fund will be established to deal with future legal action? 
 
I remain concerned about the expansion of the Westville landfill site, and my concerns are 
heightened when I realize from reading your response to comments E.12.1 and E.12.5 
that the agreements between Quebec, Canada and New York State do not seem to 
clearly indicate that such a project to expand a landfill site near the border should be dealt 
with jointly. I understand that such political representations cannot be addressed to the 
CFSWMA. 
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In conclusion, could you provide me with information about the next steps in the process 
of applying for NYCRR permits?  In addition, will we receive answers to the questions and 
comments we have raised in connection with the FEIS review period ? 
 
I look forward to your early response. 
 
 
        Yours sincerely, 
         
      
         
 
         
        Claude DeBellefeuille 
        Member of parliament 
        for Beauharnois-Salaberry riding 
        House of commons, Canada 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 














