
1,350,000
PARTICIPANTS

 

MAIN CHALLENGE
Funding and desing

IMPLICATIONS: 
The block grant is too small
to  support low income
working families.

100,019
PARTICIPANTS

Works the
same as in the

US

IMPLICATIONS: 
The vouchers are sent by
mail posing difficulties and
limiting their use in
emergency events. 

5,442
PARTICIPANTS

 

Eligibility 
 determined by 85%

of the median
income

IMPLICATIONS: 
Shortage of slots, low
participation lack of access
after the 85% median income.

29,457
PARTICIPANTS

IMPLICATIONS: 
Low participation, lack of
access in rural areas and
limited service hours.

50,000
PARTICIPANTS

IMPLICATIONS: 
Unknown effectiveness of
employment program,
burdensome and culturally
insensitive requirements.

469,000
PARTICIPANTS

Does not
apply

IMPLICATIONS: 
Families have limited
knowledge about the
program and how it can
help them increase their
income.

a

Number of
PARTICIPANTS
not available

IMPLICATIONS:
Families that do not
participate in NAP and TANF
are at a disadvantage.

103,679
PARTICIPANTS

67,010
PARTICIPANTS

MAIN CHALLENGE
Limited number of

vouchers and
housing units

IMPLICATIONS: 
Decrease in housing
available for rent possibly
because of the rise in
short term rentals.

NO
TE

 

c  Fair Market Rent

The data of participants was obtained from the sources cited in the full report and indicate the most recent available data. 
a 2012 data, data from the new earned income tax credit approved in 2018 was not available at the time of publication.
b Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)

IMPLICATIONS: 
Rent increases when a
person generates income
and high demand for one-
bedroom apartments.

1,391,550
PARTICIPANTS

 

Does not work
the same as in

US

IMPLICATIONS: 
Uncertainty, poor medical
offering, does not receive
the necessary investment to
improve the quality of its
services.

 Eligibility
determined by

 Puerto Rico

Eligibility
determined by
DHHS  federal

guidelines
b

Eligibility is determined by
the state’s median income 
 geographical area and by

the FMR c

Means-tested Safety Net Programs

for more information see Enchautegui, M., Arroyo-Quijano, C. A. y Blakely-Vallecillo, V. (2021). Hanging by a Thread: Puerto Rico’s
Safety Net and the Economic Mobility of Families. San Juan: Youth Development Institute of Puerto Rico.
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US
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US
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the same as in

US

Does not work
the same as in

US
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the US

 Eligibility
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 Puerto Rico
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DHHS  federal

guidelines
b
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determined by

 Puerto Rico

 Eligibility
determined by

 Puerto Rico

Eligibility
determined by
DHHS  federal

adjusted guidelines
 b

Eligibility is determined by
the state’s median income 
 geographical area and by

the FMR c

MAIN CHALLENGE
Funding

MAIN CHALLENGE
Technology

MAIN CHALLENGE 
Access and benefit

cliffs

MAIN CHALLENGE 
Access

MAIN CHALLENGE 
Design, use of

evidence and low
participation

MAIN CHALLENGE 
Promotion

MAIN CHALLENGE 
Access

MAIN CHALLENGE 
Changes in

demographics and
benefit cliffs


