


Tuesday, May 18, 2021

6:30pm Concert

Tessa Lark ¢ violin
Joshua Roman ¢ cello
Edgar Meyer ¢ double bass

Program

Gamba Sonata in G Major, BWV 1027
(arr. for violin, cello and bass) J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
. Adagio
/. Allegro ma non tanto
Ill. Andante
IV. Allegro moderato

Duetto in D Major (for cello and double bass)
1. Allegro Gioachino Rossini (1792-1868)
/. Andante molto
Il. Allegro

Concert Duo for Violin and Double Bass (1998)
Movement | Edgar Meyer (born 1960)
Movement IV: Finale

Breathing Sunlight for Violin and Cello (2017)
Akshaya Avril Tucker (born 1992)

Trio 3 (1988) Edgar Meyer (born 1960)
/
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1
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This presentation is funded, in part, by a grant from South Arts
in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts and
the Tennessee Arts Commission.
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Tessa Lark, violin
Violinist Tessa Lark is one of the most
captivating artistic voices of our time,
consistently praised by critics and audiences
for her astounding range of sounds, technical
agility, and musical elegance. In 2020 she was
nominated for a GRAMMY in the Best Classical
_ JP Instrumental Solo category and received one
TESSA LARK of Lincoln Center’s prestigious Emerging Artist
Awards: the special Hunt Family Award. Other
recent honors include a 2018 Borletti-Buitoni Trust Fellowship and a
2016 Avery Fisher Career Grant, Silver Medalist in the 9th Quadrennial
International Violin Competition of Indianapolis, and winner of the 2012
Naumburg International Violin Competition. A budding superstar in
the classical realm, she is also a highly acclaimed fiddler in the tradition
of her native Kentucky, delighting audiences with programming that
includes Appalachian and bluegrass music and inspiring composers to
write for her.

Ms. Lark has been a featured soloist at numerous U.S. orchestras, recital
venues, and festivals since making her concerto debut with the
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra at age sixteen. She performed at
Carnegie Hall’'s Weill Recital Hall in 2017 on Carnegie’s Distinctive
Debuts series, and again the following year as part of APAP’s Young
Performers Career Advancement showcase. Ms. Lark has appeared with
the Louisville Orchestra and the Buffalo Philharmonic; the Albany,
Indianapolis, Knoxville and Seattle symphonies, and at such venues as
New York’s Lincoln Center, Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw, the Music
Center at Strathmore, the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston,
San Francisco Performances, Ravinia, the Seattle Chamber Music
Society, Australia’s Musica Viva Festival, and the Marlboro, Mostly
Mozart, Bridgehampton, and Music@Menlo festivals.

Her 2019-20 season included debuts with the Royal Scottish

National Orchestra, the Philadelphia Chamber Music Society, the
Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra, the Erie Philharmonic, and the
Delaware, Pasadena, Springfield (MO), Topeka, Tucson, and West
Virginia symphony orchestras. Highlights for 2020-21 include online
appearances with Cal Performances, the La Jolla Music Festival, the
Seattle Chamber Music Society, Caramoor, Musical Masterworks, and
Clarion Concerts, as well as debuts with Friends of Chamber Music
(Denver), the West Michigan Symphony Orchestra, and the Heartland
Festival Orchestra.

Three recordings featuring Ms. Lark were released in 2019: Fantasy, an



album on the First Hand Records label that includes fantasias by
Schubert, Telemann and Fritz Kreisler, Ravel’s Tzigane, and Ms. Lark’s
own Appalachian Fantasy; SKY, a GRAMMY-nominated

Albany Symphony Orchestra release whose title selection is a
bluegrass-inspired violin concerto written for her by Michael Torke
that she premiered with the ASO in January 2019; and Invention, a
debut album of the violin-bass duo Tessa Lark & Michael Thurber that
comprises arrangements of Two-Part Inventions by J.S. Bach along
with non-classical original compositions by Ms. Lark, Mr. Thurber, and
Eddie Barbash.

A fourth recording, The Stradgrass Sessions, will be released in
early 2021. It includes collaborations with composer-performers Jon
Batiste, Edgar Meyer, Michael Cleveland, and Sierra Hull; works by
Bartdok and Ysaye; and the premier recording of John Corigliano’s
solo violin composition STOMP.

A passionate chamber musician, Ms. Lark has toured with Musicians
from Marlboro and musicians from Ravinia’s Steans Music Institute.

In 2012 her piano trio, the Namirovsky-Lark-Pae Trio (then known

as Trio Modétre), was awarded one of the top prizes in the Fischoff
National Chamber Music Competition, and in 2020 the ensemble’s
debut recording was honored with the German Record Critics’ Award
in the Chamber Music category. Ms. Lark’s musical collaborators have
included Mitsuko Uchida, Itzhak Perlman, Miriam Fried, Donald
Weilerstein, Pamela Frank, Kim Kashkashian, Peter Wiley, Ralph
Kirshbaum, Mark O’Connor, and Edgar Meyer.

Keeping in touch with her Kentucky roots, Ms. Lark performs blue-
grass and Appalachian music regularly and collaborated with Mark
O’Connor on his album MOCA4. She also plays jazz violin, most
recently performing with the Juilliard Jazz Ensemble at Dizzy’s Club
Coca Cola in New York City. She premiered her own Appalachian
Fantasy as part of her Distinctive Debuts recital at Carnegie Hall,
where she also gave the world premiere of Michael Torke’s Spoon
Bread, written specifically for her stylistic capabilities.

Ms. Lark is an alumna of NPR’s From the Top, the premier radio
showcase for the nation’s most talented young musicians, and is
serving as Co-Host/Creative for the show’s 2020-21 season.

Her primary mentors include Cathy McGlasson, Kurt Sassmannshaus,
Miriam Fried, and Lucy Chapman. She is a graduate of New England
Conservatory and completed her Artist Diploma at The Juilliard
School, where she studied with Sylvia Rosenberg, Ida Kavafian, and
Daniel Phillips. Ms. Lark plays a ca. 1600 G.P. Maggini violin on loan



from an anonymous donor through the Stradivari Society of Chicago.

Joshua Roman, cello
Joshua Roman is a cellist, accomplished
composer and curator whose performances
embrace musical styles from Bach to
Radiohead. Before setting off on his unique
path as a soloist, Roman was the Seattle
Symphony’s principal cellist - a job he began
| at just 22 years of age and left only two years
JOSHUA ROMAN later. He has since become renowned for his
genre-bending repertoire and wide-ranging
collaborations. Roman was named a TED Senior Fellow in 2015. His live
performance of the complete Six Suites for Solo Cello by J.S. Bach on
TED’s Facebook Page garnered 1.8M live viewers, with millions more
for his Main Stage TED Talks/Performances, including an improvisa-
tional performance with Tony-winner/MacArthur Genius Grant
recipient Bill T. Jones and East African vocalist Somi.

A Gramophone review of his 2017 recording of Aaron Jay Kernis’s
Cello Concerto (written for Roman) proclaimed that “Roman’s out-
standing performance of the cello concerto is the disc’s highlight...
Roman’s extraordinary performance combines the expressive control
of Casals with the creative individuality and virtuoso flair of Hendrix
himself.” Recent highlights include performing standard and new
concertos with the Colorado, Detroit, Jacksonville, Milwaukee, and San
Francisco Symphonies. In addition to his other orchestral appearanc-
es Roman has collaborated with the JACK, St. Lawrence, and Verona
Quartets and brings the same fresh approach to chamber music
projects to his own series, Town Music at Town Hall Seattle.

Joshua Roman’s adventurous spirit has led to collaborations with
artists outside the music community, including creating “On Grace”
with Tony-nominated actor Anna Deavere Smith. His compositions are
inspired by sources such as the poetry of Pulitzer Prize-winner Tracy
K. Smith, and the musicians he writes for, such as the JACK Quartet,
violinist Vadim Gluzman, and conductor David Danzmayr. Roman’s
outreach endeavors have taken him to Uganda with his violin-playing
siblings, where they played chamber music in schools, HIV/AIDS
centers and displacement camps.



Edgar Meyer, double bass
In demand as both a performer and a
composer, Edgar Meyer has formed a role
in the music world unlike any other. Hailed
by The New Yorker as “..the most remark-
able virtuoso in the relatively un-chroni-
cled history of his instrument”, Mr. Meyer’s
unparalleled technique and musicianship in
EDGAR MEYER combination with his gift for composition
have brought him to the fore, where he is
appreciated by a vast, varied audience. His uniqueness in the field
was recognized by a MacArthur Award in 2002.

As a solo classical bassist, Mr. Meyer can be heard on a concerto
album with the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra conducted by Hugh
Wolff featuring Bottesini’s Gran Duo with Joshua Bell, Meyer’s own
Double Concerto for Bass and Cello with Yo-Yo Ma, Bottesini’s Bass
Concerto No. 2, and Meyer’s own Concerto in D for Bass. He has also
recorded an album featuring three of Bach’s Unaccompanied Suites
for Cello. In 2006, he released a self-titled solo recording on which
he wrote and recorded all of the music, incorporating piano, guitar,
mandolin, dobro, banjo, gamba, and double bass. In 2007, recogniz-
ing his wide-ranging recording achievements, Sony/BMG released a
compilation of “The Best of Edgar Meyer”. In 2011 Mr. Meyer joined
cellist Yo-Yo Ma, mandolinist Chris Thile, and fiddler Stuart Duncan
for the Sony Masterworks recording “The Goat Rodeo Sessions”
which was awarded the 2012 Grammy® Award for Best Folk Album.

As a composer, Mr. Meyer has carved out a remarkable and unique
niche in the musical world. One of his most recent compositions is
the Double Concerto for Double Bass and Violin which received its
world premiere July 2012 with Joshua Bell at the Tanglewood Music
Festival with the Boston Symphony Orchestra. Mr. Meyer and Mr.
Bell have also performed the work at the Hollywood Bowl with the
Los Angeles Philharmonic, the Aspen Music Festival, and with the
Nashville and Toronto symphony orchestras. In the 2011-12 season,
Mr. Meyer was composer in residence with the Alabama Symphony
where he premiered his third concerto for double bass and orches-
tra. Mr. Meyer has collaborated with Béla Fleck and Zakir Hussain to
write a triple concerto for double bass, banjo, and tabla, which was
commissioned for the opening of the Schermerhorn Symphony
Center in Nashville. The triple concerto was recorded with the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra under Leonard Slatkin and featured
on the 2009 recording The Melody of Rhythm, a collection of trio
pieces all co-composed by Mr. Meyer, Mr. Fleck and Mr. Hussain. Mr.



Meyer has performed his second double bass concerto with the Los
Angeles Chamber Orchestra and his first double bass concerto with
Edo de Waart and the Minnesota Orchestra. Other compositions of
Mr. Meyer’s include a violin/piano work which has been performed
by Joshua Bell at New York’s Lincoln Center, a quintet for bass and
string quartet premiered with the Emerson String Quartet and re-
corded on Deutsche Grammophon, a Double Concerto for Bass and
Cello premiered with Yo-Yo Ma and The Boston Symphony Orches-
tra under Seiji Ozawa, and a violin concerto written for Hilary Hahn
which was premiered and recorded by Ms. Hahn with the St. Paul
Chamber Orchestra led by Hugh Wolff.

Collaborations are a central part of Mr. Meyer’s work. His longtime
collaboration with fellow MacArthur Award recipient Chris Thile
continues in 2014 with the release on Nonesuch Records a recording
of all new original material by the two genre bendina artists, a tollow
up to their very successful 2008 cd/dvd on Nonesuch. Mr. Meyer and
Mr. Thile will embark on a nationwide tour in Fall 2014 appearing in
many of the major cities in the US. Mr. Meyer’s previous performing
and recording collaborations include a duo with Béla Fleck; a quartet
with Joshua Bell, Sam Bush and Mike Marshall; a trio with Béla Fleck
and Mike Marshall; and a trio with Yo-Yo Ma and Mark O’Connor.

The latter collaborated for the 1996 Appalachia Waltz release which
soared to the top of the charts and remained there for 16 weeks.
Appalachia Waltz toured extensively in the U.S., and the trio was fea-
tured both on the David Letterman Show and the televised 1997 In-
augural Gala. Joining together again in 2000, the trio toured Europe,
Asia and the US extensively and recorded a follow up recording to
Appalachia Waltz, Appalachian Journey, which was honored with a
Grammy® Award. In the 2006-2007 season, Mr. Meyer premiered

a piece for double bass and piano performed with Emanuel Ax. Mr.
Meyer also performs with pianist Amy Dorfman, his longtime collab-
orator for solo recitals featuring both classical repertoire and his own
compositions, Mike Marshall in duo concerts and the trio with Béla
Fleck and Zakir Hussain which has toured the US, Europe and Asia
together.

Mr. Meyer began studying bass at the age of five under the instruc-
tion of his father and continued further to study with Stuart Sankey.
In 1994 he received the Avery Fisher Career Grant and in 2000 be-
came the only bassist to receive the Avery Fisher Prize. Currently, he
is Visiting Professor of Double Bass at the Curtis Institute of Music in
Philadelphia from 2009 to 2016.
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Donors

JUBILOSO

Lavinia Johnston

MAESTOSO
Sherry Keller Brown
Darlia and Paul Conn
Deanne and Nelson Irvine

Candy Kruesi-

In Honor of Dr. and Mrs. Conn’s
34 years at Lee University and In
Memory of Sharon Mills

Linda Neely and Mark Thompson

Remek Trust-
In Memory of Roslyn Reisman and
Edward E. Reisman, Jr.

Susan and Stephen Rich
CANTABILE

Anonymous
The Chien Family
Mary and Don McDowell

ESPRESSIVO
Chazen Family Foundation
Cora and Ted Feintuch

Gillian Johnston-
In Honor of Lavinia Johnston

Doris La Mar

Jacqueline Marschak and
Leonard Murray

Norma and Olan Mills

Springer/Hollingsworth Charitable Fund

Paul Neely and Susan Street
Sue Anne Wells

DOLCE

Jean & Rick Botto

Hazel Montegue Foundation
Lorraine and John Forman

Monica and Jeff Gefter
Nadine Goff

Jane and Lowery Kline
Martha Mackey

Rob Majors and Ed Wolf
Ann Almond Pope
Jayson VanHook

Karen and Tim Viser

PICCOLO
Judy and Guy Beaty

Susan Branch-
In Memory of Sharon Mills

Brenda Brickhouse

Patricia Daniel

Patricia Huang

The McReynolds Family Foundation
Katherine Prior

Bernard and Sue Pucker-

In Honor of Sooyun Kim and Gary So
Beth Roberts

Pris and Robert Siskin

FRIENDS

Anonymous

William and Catherine Barker
Claire Binder

Joan Brodovsky

Ellyn and John Brooks

Tara and David Diercks

Carol Goldfarb-

In Memory of Sharon Mills and
In Honor of Karen “Candy” Kruesi

Vanessa and Jerome Hammond
Ruth Hauptfuhrer Lott

Louisa Nicholson

Marjorie Wright

For more information, please visit us at www.stringtheorymusic.org

@info@stringtheorymusic.org
@ 4232142525

@https://vvvvvv.facebook.com/stringtheorycms
@@stringtheoryems
“Let them sing praises unto Him with timbrel and harp.” (Psalm 149:3)
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ARTISTIC ADVISORS
David Finckel & Wu Han

ADVISORY BOARD
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Deanne Irvine ¢ Lavinia Johnston ¢ Karen “Candy” Kruesi
Rob Majors ¢ Stephen Rich ¢ Jayson VanHook



