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R5bn TB and silicosis payout: Clock is ticking for
500,000 ex-miners
By Richard Pakleppa •  20 July 2020

 While affected ex-miners are dying at an alarming rate the Tshiamiso Trust has to date not paid out any compensation to an estimated 500,000 ex-miners in South Africa, Le…

For more than 12 years gold miners in southern Africa suffering from TB and silicosis
contracted during their work have been waiting for Just Compensation as a precedent-
setting class action for damages wound its way through the courts. There is a danger now
that Covid-19 and a lack of urgency and commitment by the mining industry will deny them
justice and compensation to which they are legally entitled.

In July 2019 (https://www.news24.com/fin24/companies/mining/court-to-decide-on-approval-of-historic-silicosis-settlement-
case-20190726) the landmark out-of-court settlement of South Africa’s largest class action led to the formation of the Tshiamiso
Trust (https://www.facebook.com/silicosissettlement/) (see here (https://www.tshiamisotrust.com/) for further information)
which is tasked to pay R5-billion in compensation to an estimated 500,000 ex-miners in South Africa, Lesotho, Eswatini,
Mozambique and Botswana.
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Unfortunately, while affected ex-miners are dying at an alarming rate the Tshiamiso Trust has to date not paid out any
compensation. Now Covid-19 has made the ex-miners’ predicament even worse. Their existing occupational lung diseases put them
at greater risk of dying from Covid-19 before being compensated.
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Finding and paying out ill ex-miners who have already been certified by the statutory compensation system under the Medical
Board of Occupational Diseases (MBOD) and the Compensation Commissioner (CCOD);
Locating sick ex-miners by searching through the Tshiamiso Trust database which was created by amalgamating the
employment and medical records of the Medical Bureau of Occupational Diseases (MBOD), the Compensation Commissioner
(CCOD), the mining companies, TEBA and the class action law firms; and
Inviting ex-miners to “self check” whether they are on the trust database, and/or to register their claims on the trust’s online
platform by filling out forms and uploading employment and medical records to substantiate their claims.
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