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R5bn TB and silicosis payout: Clock is ticking for
500,000 ex-miners
By Richard Pakleppa « 20 July 2020

@ While affected ex-miners are dying at an alarming rate the Tshiamiso Trust has to date not paid out any compensation to an estimated 500,000 ex-miners in South Africa, Le...

Subscribe | 163k

For more than 12 years gold miners in southern Africa suffering from TB and silicosis
contracted during their work have been waiting for Just Compensation as a precedent-
setting class action for damages wound its way through the courts. There is a danger now
that Covid-19 and a lack of urgency and commitment by the mining industry will deny them
justice and compensation to which they are legally entitled.
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In July 2019 (https://www.news24.com/fin24/companies/mining/court-to-decide-on-approval-of-historic-silicosis-settlement-

case-20190726) the landmark out-of-court settlement of South Africa’s largest class action led to the formation of the Tshiamiso

Trust (https://www.facebook.com/silicosissettlement/) (see here (https://www.tshiamisotrust.com/) for further information)

which is tasked to pay R5-billion in compensation to an estimated 500,000 ex-miners in South Africa, Lesotho, Eswatini,

Mozambique and Botswana.
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Unfnately, while affected ex-miners are dying at an alarming rate the Tshiamiso Trust has to date not paid out any
compensation. Now Covid-19 has made the ex-miners’ predicament even worse. Their existing occupational lung diseases put them
at greater risk of dying from Covid-19 before being compensated.
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« Finding and paying out ill ex-miners who have already been certified by the statutory compensation system under the Medical
Board of Occupational Diseases (MBOD) and the Compensation Commissioner (CCOD);

o Locating sick ex-miners by searching through the Tshiamiso Trust database which was created by amalgamating the
employment and medical records of the Medical Bureau of Occupational Diseases (MBOD), the Compensation Commissioner
(CCOD), the mining companies, TEBA and the class action law firms; and

o Inviting ex-miners to “self check” whether they are on the trust database, and/or to register their claims on the trust’s online
platform by filling out forms and uploading employment and medical records to substantiate their claims.
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Game Changers not Game Players

Never one to shy away from controversy, former president Jacob Zuma continues to treat
the judicial process like his personal chess game. His latest move? Launching an attack
on the judiciary with wholly unsubstantiated allegations of unfair treatment against him and
accusations of judicial bias.

Despite his disgraceful track record, this statement to — and about — the court may be
Zuma’s most audacious stab at our democracy yet: suggesting that the judiciary should
not have oversight over the executive. All while stalling the judicial process by changing
legal teams as he goes.

Mr Zuma continues to play these games but we’re not here to entertain them. We are not
game players, we are game changers. At Daily Maverick, we're in the truth business and
a win to us is knowing that every South African is being protected by us exposing and
defending the truth.

So far, 17,000 people have answered our appeal for support by joining Maverick Insider,
our community of readers. A passionate and dedicated group that helps us do our
corruption-busting work. It is now, more than ever, necessary for us all to band together so
that justice may be served. And we cannot do it without you.

For whatever amount you choose , you can support DM and it only takes a minute

Support Daily Maverick—
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Yellow Stone Park is the world's rst national park. It is also known as " America's best idea".
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