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All contributions to Words and 
Deeds are greatly appreciated. 
The deadline for the next edition 
is Friday November 16, 2018.

As the busyness of each year continues to 
gather pace, it is hard to imagine that 
another 12 months has passed. When 
reflecting upon this report it is evident 
that I need to thank Edmund Rice 
Education Australia for the opportunity 
afforded to me to lead one of our other 
communities last year. That being said, 
and looking forward, I would like to 
thank Mr Terry Blizzard and the staff of 
St Virgil’s for maintaining our consistent 
approach and providing the platform to 
continue our operations.

The College is indeed fortunate to have 
Edmund Rice Education Australia as its 
trustees, the advantage of being in a 
national network has certainly paid 
dividends for us again this year and we 
thank the national executive and the 
Regional Development Officers for their 
continued support.

On the development front, the College has 
been extremely quiet as we were fortunate 
in 2017 to conclude all of our building 
works and have had the luxury of looking at 
our maintenance schedules to maintain the 
upkeep of both sites. The major 
development in the College this year has 
been its increase interest for enrolments for 
the future. Next year will see the school 
exceed 800 for the first time in the 
College’s modern history and this will, and 
has, set a solid platform for our future.

With this surety of numbers, the College 
is able to focus on key curriculum 
consolidation, whilst continuing to 
strengthen connection with the 
Australian curriculum. 

From the 
Principal

Our learning and teaching teams were 
able to make significant progress 
connecting with our learning 
management system and focus on 
keeping the parents as informed as 
possible through our continuous online 
feedback mechanism. This trial was 
successful and we look forward to 
continually modifying and adapting to 
keep the parents in our partnership as 
informed as possible.

Schools are places full of ritual and 
repetition and this is a critical part of 
upholding the ongoing history and 
traditions that have been part of our 
College for the past century. Again this 
year, we had multiple events and one to 
be highlighted was our first Edmund 
Rice Mass held on site at Austins Ferry. 
The atmosphere created under the roof 
in the Quadrangle provided a wonderful 
back drop for what was a very successful 
celebration of the life of our Founder.

Other events such as Mary Rice Day, 
Athletics, Cross Country and House Beach 
Bonanza Day, and the culminating 
Thanksgiving Ceremony were all highlights.

Although being a quieter year, I would 
like to thank our Board of Management 
ably led by our Board Chair, Mr Andrew 
Mazengarb, who showed their 
willingness to build on our recently 
finished Strategic Directions document, 
and spent much time focussing on our 
submission and ongoing support of the 
review into the greater Hobart region for 
Catholic education. 
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The Board eagerly awaits results and will 
support the College, working diligently to 
provide the best opportunity to implement 
whatever findings are presented.

The Parents and Friends Association 
again this year were very active with four 
major events taking place – the Quiz 
Night, the Gala Auction and a School 
Fair on both campuses, kept our 
committees very busy and the College 
would like to congratulate all who got 
involved to support these events. The 
P&F again, provided great support at our 
celebration days providing much needed 
food at our Halfway Day and Founder’s 
Day celebrations. A big thank you must 
go to the committees on both campuses 
and I would especially like to thank at 
Austins Ferry, Mrs Katrina Arkley, and at 
the Junior School, Mrs Kerry Lyden, for 
their leadership and support.

As part of our connected community, the 
support of the Old Virgilians Association 
again this year was very much 
appreciated. Events such as bi-monthly 
lunches and the Heritage Roll of 
Honour Dinner, plus countless reunions, 
showed the connectedness between the 
old and the new. The College thanks the 
OVA Committee for its willingness to 
keep our Old Virgilians connected and 
they are to be congratulated on their 
newsletter and website which provides 
the opportunity to stay in touch.

When analysing the year in review, 
many things can be highlighted as they 
form an important part of each young 
man’s journey. 

You often miss things out, but this year I 
would like to highlight our first 
immersion trip for our senior boys to 
Africa, as one worthy of mention. Seven 
young men joined three staff to travel to 
Nairobi to work very closely with our 
sister school, the Mary Rice Centre. The 
boys and staff proved to be wonderful 
ambassadors and the trip was definitely 
seen as an enormous success and one 
that will definitely be repeated into the 
future. A full report can be read later in 
this edition. 

 

Staffing
This year we welcomed the following 
staff to the College – Mrs Julene Bednall, 
Mr Joel Berry, Mrs Rebecca Copeland, 
Miss Jessica Crawford, Mrs Tricia de 
Jersey, Daniel de la Motte, Mrs Kelly 
Dixon, Mr Paul Dobbie, Mrs Maria 
Fracalossi, Miss Heather Heron, Mrs 
Allison Judd, Mr Ken Holloway, Mr 
Samuel Morey, Mr Jim Morgan, Mrs Kay 
Scanlon, Ms Robyn Sewell, Mr Tim 
Smith, Mr Declan Waddington, Mr 
Richard Wartho, Mr Dave Webster, Miss 
Samantha Welsh, Mrs Mary Weston.

During the year Mr Sonny Azzopardi, Mr 
Terry Blizzard, Mrs Chanchal Foxen, Mrs 
Gina Graves, Mr Richard Hill, Mr Isaac 
Lucas, Mr Justin Mahoney, Mrs Jo Messer, 
Mrs Jo Morgan, Mrs Jill Norton, Mr John 
O’Keeffe, Mr Simon Orlowski, Mrs Terri 
Spencer, Mr Mark Waddington and Mr 
John Waldock had extended periods of 
leave and I thank Miss Farron Boxall, 

Mr Brad Canning, Mr Scott Cason, Mrs 
Rebecca Copeland, Mr James Dalton, Mr 
Nathan Ellis, Mr Ken Holloway, Mrs Renee 
Macgregor, Mr Jim Morgan and Mr Mark 
Rasmussen, for covering their roles.

During the year we sadly farewelled Mr 
Eugene Gerlach, Mrs Beverley Pettit and 
Miss Samantha Welsh, and we also 
farewelled Mr Sonny Azzopardi, Mr Joel 
Berry, Mrs Tricia de Jersey, Mr Daniel de 
la Motte, Mrs Cherie Gibson, Mr Tony 
Greve, Mr Ken Holloway, Mrs Allison 
Judd, Mr Jim Morgan, Mrs Robyn Sewell 
and Mrs Judy Wilton at the end of year. 
We wish them well and thank them for 
their contribution to St Virgil’s College.

Upon reflection in 2018 the College has 
really consolidated its position as a 
premier boys’ schools and its focus on 
the individual and willingness to provide 
unique and specialised support for its 
young men, is a credit to all the staff. I 
would like to thank them all for what has 
been a very successful year. With our 
continued theme “We Belong”, we look 
forward to 2019 with great optimism and 
look forward to providing a unique 
Catholic education in the Edmund Rice 
tradition for many years to come.

In the spirit of Blessed Edmund 
Damian

‘Upon reflection in 2018 the 
College has really consolidated its 
position as a premier boys’ schools 
and its focus on the individual and 
willingness to provide unique and 
specialised support for its young 
men, is a credit to all the staff.’
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2019 Student Leadership 

Jarrod  Connol l y

Col lege  Capta in

Cal lum Lancas ter
Col lege  V ice  Capta in

House Leaders 

Doyle
Service - Liam Donaghy 

Spirit - TJ Donaghy 

Sport - Harry Fisher

Dwyer
Service - Joseph Fracalossi 

Spirit - Joe McShane 

Sport - Josh Young

Hessian
Service - Sebastian Hay 

Spirit - Haidar Alnassar 

Sport - Joseph Kelly

Joyce
Service - Sam Colrain 

Spirit - Jack Mansfield 

Sport - Mondi Wara

Mat t  Noble
Hess ian  Pre fec t

Chr i s  Col ra in

Joyce  Pre fec t

Angus  Cooper

Dwyer  Pre fec t

George  McLeod

Doy le  Pre fec t

Congratulations to the following boys who have taken up the challenge of student leadership in 2018. May all boys in discharging 
their duties be inspired by the ultimate servant leader Jesus Christ and lead at all times in a just, inclusive and inspirational manner. 
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Edmund Rice Award  
Tadhg Waddington

Br PB Murphy Award for 
Academic Excellence 
Tom Burgess

Virgilian of the 
Year Award 
Tom Burgess

Danny Forster 
Memorial Award 
for Woodwork 
Thomas Lewis

Phillip Shelverton 
Memorial Award 
for Science 
Thomas Goward

Joshua Cooper 
Memorial Award 
for Music 
Will Lonergan 

Zarita Mattay Essay Prize 
Joshua Gilley 

Pierre de Coubertin 
Award 
George Lazenby

Ashton Shirley 
Memorial Trophy 
for Sport 
Samuel Collins 

Academic 
Excellence Awards 

Grade 10 
Tom Burgess 
Jack Cavanagh 
Samuel Collins 
Pearse Cullen 
Joshua Gilley 
Thomas Goward 
David Monks 
Koby Moschogianis 
Daniel Paice 
Joshua Pitt

Grade 9 
Nicholas Bealey 
Joseph Fracalossi 
Callum Lancaster 
Sebastien Lee 
Raphael Mackey 
Jack Mansfield 
Jake McIntosh 
Oliver Mihal 
Joe Powell 
Phoenix Robey 
Ned Ward 
Joshua Young

Grade 8 
Lewis Crennan 
Lucien Foong 
Patrick Kenna 
Julius Lovell 
William Mooney 
Ronan Mosenthal 
Arjun Sharma 
Daniel Vallerine 
Fergus Webster 
Thomas Windridge

Grade 7 
Xavier Connor 
Finn Di Ubaldo 
Riley Griggs 
Myles Hall 
Billy Hapka 
Caerwyn James 
Mitchell Maynard 
Colby Reid 
Jack Richardson 
Aiden Ryan

 

2018 Award 
Winners
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If we were to sum up in a few words our 
Mary Rice Day celebrations this year it 
would be, “a day of Christian Spirit”. As a 
school in the Edmund Rice tradition we 
have as our foundation a commitment to 
“give to the poor in handfuls”. We make 
this commitment for a number of 
reasons, none the least because we want 
our boys to see a better world that exists 
beyond themselves.

Our work as a Catholic school and an 
Edmund Rice school is informed by the 
principles of Catholic Social Teaching 
(CST) which offers a way of thinking, 
being and seeing the world. It provides a 
vision for a just society in which the 
dignity of all people is recognised, and 
those who are vulnerable are cared for. 
In the lead up to Mary Rice Day staff 
explained that enacting the principles of 
Preferential Option for the Poor and 
Dignity of the Human Person as we were, 
was in fact “doing God’s work”.

There is no doubt that caring for the 
poor and marginalised, thus making for 
a better world, is the foundation for a 
civilised society and perhaps the very 
best learning we can bestow upon our 
boys. Such sentiments were evident on 
the day and later  poignantly ‘lived out’ 
by our pilgrims who spent 12 amazing 
days with our special friends at the Mary 
Rice Centre in July. 

“An authentic faith … always involves a 
deep desire to change the world, to 
transmit values, to leave this earth 
somehow better than we found it.”

(Pope Franics, Evangelii Gaudium)

A magnificent display of our boy’s artistic 
skills was on display for three days at the 
annual College Art Exhibition held at 
the Waterside Pavilion, Mawson Place.

The quality of work as noted by the 
judges and Old Virgilian artist Joshua 
Andree was simply stunning and a 
wonderful reflection of our art 
programme from Grade 3 to 10. 

The Exhibition was well attended with 
the openings showing off the artistic 
prowess of the students, complemented 
by the amazing food, put together by the 
staff and students in the Food 
Technology Department. 

  

 

     

The Gala Concert again showcased the 
very best of the arts at SVC, with high 
class performances highlighting the 
opportunities that our boys enjoy and 
the depth of talent that exists at the 
College.  For many of our boys it starts at 
the Junior School with Choir and Grade 
5 Band and follows an exceptional 
learning and performance pathway 
through to Grade 10. 

All boys are to be congratulated for the 
professional, energetic and enthusiastic 
way they entertained the audience. 
Special thanks to Mrs White who 
coordinated the Concert and the many 
staff involved in the preparation of the 
boys and the success of the evening - well 
done to all! 

Mary 
Rice Day

SVC 
“UneARThed” 
Art Exhibition

2018 
Gala Concert
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Towel Tuesday 
The Junior School was transformed by a 
sea of colour thanks to the hard work 
and generosity of parents and students 
in supporting the St Vincent de Paul 
Towel Tuesday campaign. A large 
number of towels, both new and old, 
were donated to support the work of 
Vinnies in supporting people in our 
community in need. Upon delivery 
student leaders were sincerely thanked 
by staff from Vinnies who stressed the 
importance of the towels to recipients, 
particularly over the winter months.    

Science Week
During Term 3, a number of classes took 
up opportunities to participate in 
Science Week activities held at different 
locations around Hobart. The two Grade 
5 classes and 3O participated in activities 
that were sponsored by the students of 
Elizabeth College and got to see Science 
experiments and theories on display in 
real life.

Grade 6 travelled to the wharf precinct 
to join in the fun and festivities of 
‘Festival of Bright Ideas’. Boys divided 
into smaller groups and were able to 
participate in a wide variety of activities 
that had Science concepts at their heart.

Grade 3 boys joined with girls from St 
Mary’s College to complete four 
different activities with Science, 
Technology, Engineering & Maths 
(STEM) as a focus. They also got to 
enjoy some pizza which was very well 
received – and consumed in a non-
scientific way! 

Junior 
School 
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Yaizu Japanese Visitors 
The St Virgil’s College Combined Choir 
(Junior and Senior Campus) performed 
wonderfully as part of a Sister City 
celebration at Hobart Town Hall.  Boys 
performed two pieces exceptionally well 
with the assistance from Sensai De Jersey, 
Mrs Norton and Mr Ellis.  We were 
extremely proud of their wonderful 
performance.

     

Grade 6 Canberra 
Trip 2018
The annual Grade 6 Canberra Trip 
kicked off with a very early 4.30 a.m. 
arrival at Hobart Airport. There were 
some very sleepy teachers, boys and 
parents, but gradually as the group 
gathered the excitement of the 
adventure ahead took hold.  The boys 
were accompanied by Mrs Chambers, 
Miss Lack, Mr Pinelli, Mr Mitch Ellis, Mrs 
Tollard and Mr Nathan Ellis.

We flew via Melbourne to Canberra and 
arrived safely to meet our bus driver and 
head to our first venue, the Royal 
Australian Mint. The boys enjoyed 
learning about the development and use 
of coins from colonial Australia to the 
present day. They were particularly 
fascinated with the many robots used in 
the modern-day coin minting process.

After a very long morning, we took the 
opportunity to enjoy the sights, sounds 
and eat lunch at the Canberra Centre. The 
National Capital Exhibition Centre visit 
provided the boys with a holistic 
perspective of the history, development 
and function of our National Capital. The 
scaled model of Canberra allowed them to 
envisage the city and recognise important 
venues, attractions and monuments as we 
travelled around the city.

The afternoon at the National Zoo and 
Aquarium was a welcome chance to 
spend some time outdoors. The boys 
were fascinated with animals such as the 
meercats, penguins, bears, lions and 
many more. 



1

2 5

3 6

4

1-3. Yaizu Japaese Visitors

4-6. Grade 6 Canberra Trip
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We were lucky to visit Questacon – the 
National Science and Technology Centre 
at night, as the number of schools 
during this time is limited and boys were 
able to maximise the experience of the 
hands on, high energy and high impact 
science and technology activities.  The 
free fall down a six metre slide proved an 
adrenalin pump for some, but a bit 
daunting for others. Many boys enjoyed 
the battle against a robot in a game of air 
hockey, tested their reflexes against 
friends and tried to keep their balance 
moving through the Rototron.

After a jam-packed day of touring and 
activities it was nice to check into our 
accommodation at Alivio Tourist Park 
and enjoy a hearty dinner and a good 
night’s sleep. 

Day 2 began with a tour of the National 
Museum of Australia engaging with 
many interesting artefacts and stories. 
The bike ride around Lake Burley 
Griffin was great exercise and a close up 
view of the Lake and its surrounds.  In 
the afternoon the Australian War 
Memorial Tour was a very moving 
highlight. We were privileged to 
participate in the school wreath laying 
ceremony, guided by an ex digger and 
placing the wreath on the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier. 

Day 3 visits to The Electoral Education 
Centre and Parliament House helped us 
to further understand the civics and 
citizenship concepts we had been 
learning about in class. We enjoyed the 
mock parliament to amend a bill, with 
some boys showing signs of potential 
future politicians. We finished the day at 
the Australian Institute of Sport for a 
swim and a play. 

We started Day 4 and our final day with a 
drive around the Embassies and 
Consulates and hopefully the boys will 
remember the difference. Much of the 
architecture and design was strongly 
connected to the different countries and 
was very interesting to view.  
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1-4. Grade 5 Camp
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Our visit to the Museum of Australian 
Democracy gave the boys a chance to see 
Old Parliament House from the inside 
and outside. We particularly enjoyed 
learning more about the experience of 
Joseph Lyons, our only Tasmanian to 
become Prime Minister and his wife 
Enid Lyons, the first female to be elected 
to the House of Representatives. 

Art lessons with Ms Stary helped the boys 
appreciate the various famous and 
infamous artworks they saw during the 
tour of the National Gallery of Australia. 
They particularly enjoyed seeing the 
works of Albert Namatjira and Sydney 
Nolan’s Ned Kelly series. 

The remainder of our final day was spent 
in the outdoors at the Australian 
National Botanical Gardens, feeling the 
heat of the desert landscape and cooling 
off in the rainforest areas. We saw many 
birds and reptiles during our walk. A 
quick drive up to Mt Ainslee to take in 
the magnificent views of Canberra and 
take our group photo finished the day.

The Canberra Trip was a wonderful 
opportunity and experience for all the 
boys and teachers. We enjoyed the many 
and varied activities and tours and 
learnt a great deal about the 
importance of our Nation’s Capital. It is 
an experience that will bring back many 
fond memories for all. 

Grade 4 Camp
Grade 4 boys travelled up the east coast 
of Tasmania for their annual camp. 
Spending two nights away from home 
was a challenge for a number of the boys 
but they were able to overcome that.  We 
were able to have a very enjoyable day 
navigating ourselves around Maria Island 
in particularly nice weather.  The trip on 
the ferry to and from was also quite 
pleasant where we saw some dolphins 
showing us the way.  Well done and 
thank you to Mr Rasmussen and Mrs 
Weston for organising such a great 
opportunity for our boys.
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Grade 3 Camp
It was an absolute pleasure to spend two 
days with our Grade 3 boys as they went 
on their first outdoor education 
experience at SVC.  Our boys learnt a 
little more about the history of Hobart 
and Tasmania as well as a lot about 
themselves and their classmates.  
Spending the night away from home was 
a challenge for a number of the boys but 
they were able to overcome that. 

Thank you to the large group of parents 
who assisted on either day of the Camp.  
Well done to Mrs Ogle and Mrs Weston 
for organising such a great opportunity 
for our boys.

P & F Junior 
School Fair 
A fantastic day was had by all who were 
able to come along to the Junior School 
Fair Sunday September 9.  It was a busy 
day for many of our families who had to 
juggle a number of commitments. The 
weather was very kind to us once again 
which certainly encouraged good crowds 
to come along.  Thank you to the Music 
Department for supporting the Senior 
School Band, Grade 6 Band and Choir 
with their performances.  The P & F 
raised $16,000 from the Fair which will be 
used on projects that benefit all students 
at the junior School. A big thank you and 
congratulations to all involved.
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1 STCPSSA Cross 
Country
Our intrepid Cross Country team 
participated in the STCPSSA Cross 
Country in windy conditions at Rokeby.  
The headwind was enough to take your 
breath away down on the bottom 
straight, but the boys handled it well.

In the Grade 3 event George Fulton ran 
an excellent race finishing in 5th place.  
In the Grade 4 event, Isaac Dixon 
finished in 2nd place with Felix Gebka 
coming in 4th place.  James Lyden 
dominated the Grade 5 event from start 
to finish, winning in convincing style 
with Lachlan Davey not far behind in 5th 
place.  We had three of our Grade 6 boys 
in the top 10 - Reiley Banks finished 5th, 
Nathaniel Sulzberger in 6th and Joshua 
Cresswell in 9th.

Basketball
Four teams represented St Virgil’s in the 
2018 Southern Primary Schools 
Basketball Championships – two teams 
in each of Grade 5&6 and Grade 3&4 
Divisions. The boys had started training 
towards the end of Term 3 and were 
primed for a big weekend.  Overall, the 
four teams performed very well with a lot 
of positive feedback about 
sportsmanship and teamwork. 

The Grade 5&6 Division 1 team won the 
Grand Final and qualified for the State titles 
in Devonport in November. The Grade 3&4 
Division 2 team who also won their division 
in a close Grand Final. Special thank you to 
the parents who volunteered as coaches, 
managers and bench helpers over the 
course of the weekend as your support is 
greatly appreciated. 
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Tasmanian 
All School Athletics
In November three Junior School boys 
represent SVC in the State All Schools 
Athletics. Not only were these boys 
challenged by the best athletes in the 
State but also had to battle the extreme 
elements of the weather; rain, wind, sun 
and even a hail storm.

Nathaniel Sulzberger and Eden Hills 
competed in the 12 year old age group 
showing class and athleticism in their 
respective events, recording the 
following results:

Nathaniel Sulzberger:

• 1st in the High Jump

• 2nd in the Long Jump 

• 3rd in the 100m 

• 3rd in the 800m

• 3rd in the Shot Put

Eden Hills:

• 2nd in the High Jump

• 4th in the Discus

• 9th in the Long Jump

   

Isaac Dixon competed in the 10 year old 
age group showing some excellent 
results over a range of events.

• 1st in the 100m

• 1st in the 200m

• 1st in the Long Jump

• 3rd in the Shot Put

• 3rd in the Discus

• 1st in the Multi Event –100m, Long 
Jump, Shot Put and 800m
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Senior 
School
‘Out of Africa’
In July our social media feeds were 
saturated by amazing images as for the 
first time students of the College set foot 
in the grounds of the Mary Rice Centre 
in Kibera, Kenya. Seven students and 
three staff travelled to Nairobi to 
immerse themselves in the life of the 
Centre and to stand in solidarity with our 
brothers and sisters in Kenya. 

The extraordinarily enriching and life 
forming experiences for the group have 
certainly deepened our connection with 
the Centre and its specially-abled 
children and their dedicated carers led 
by the amazing Br Gerald Mgalula. 

The trip provided so many highlights but 
one that stood out for the group was the 
inaugural Mary Rice walkathon. Over 
1000 people formed a sea of blue as they 
walked 14 km through the streets of 
Langata and Kibera to celebrate the 
work of the Centre and to raise 
awareness of the contribution that the 
students can make to their community. 
Many people emerged from the slums to 
see what all the commotion was about 
(we were accompanied by a brass 
marching band!) and like all the walkers 
were caught up in a feeling of unity and 
a greater understanding of the 
contribution that children with special 
needs can make to their community. It 
was indeed an emotional and inspiring 
day and an amazing achievement for Br 
Gerald and his dedicated staff. 

The trip was a great success and lauded 
by the staff, parents and students at the 
Mary Rice Centre. It is envisaged that 
this will become an annual trip as 
students undertake the Grade 9&10 
subject Immersion Studies.  

Thank you to staff Mr Mark Waddington, 
Mrs Narelle Green and Ms Annie Van 
Heerden for supporting our boys in 
undertaking an experience that so 
beautifully expresses our mission as a 
Catholic school for boys in the tradition 
of Blessed Edmund Rice. 

   

2018 SVC France Trip
French food, culture, history and language 
– the 2018 SVC France Tour was an 
amazing mix of all these things and so 
much more! Departing Hobart on 
Wednesday, September 26, twenty bleary-
eyed students and four staff arrived in Paris 
on Friday morning ready for our whirlwind 
tour. We began straight away with a visit to 
Ile de Ré and the famous Cathedrale de 
Notre Dame, climbing its towers for a 
magnificent view over the city. The first of 
many ice creams was devoured along with 
a smorgasbord of pastries and yes, even 
snails for some brave souls! Over the next 
couple of days we explored icons such as 
La Grande Arche de la Defense, the Arc 
de Triomphe, the Champs Elysees, Place 
de la Concorde, the Louvre, Les Invalides 
(Napoleon’s Tomb!) and of course, la 
Tour Eiffel, from where we marvelled at 
Paris’ splendour as day turned to dusk and 
then to night.

On Day 5 (September 30) we caught the 
TGV (high speed train) to the beautiful 
seaside town of La Rochelle (on the west 
coast). Here, the boys met their host families 
and the language immersion experience 
began in earnest. Not only did the boys have 
to communicate with their families in 
French, they also attended three half days of 
language classes taught entirely in French. 
For many, this was quite overwhelming at 
first but by the third day the amount of 

French spoken by the boys – along with it 
their confidence – had markedly increased.

Returning to Paris on Day 9 (October 4), 
we visited the opulent Palace of 
Versailles and also enjoyed an hour of 
riding bikes around the palace gardens.

The following day we descended into the 
Catacombs and were spooked by the 
countless skulls and bones that 
‘decorate’ this section of the tunnels. 
From there, we visited the Basilica Sacre 
Coeur, Place du Tertre and Moulin 
Rouge. By this stage, all boys had 
become quite competent navigating the 
metro and we were quite confident to 
put anyone in charge of leading the 
group from one place to another.

On our final full day in France we 
travelled by coach to the Somme, where 
the students paid their respects in a 
moving prayer ceremony and private 
reflections at the Australian Memorial in 
Villers Bretonneux and again in 
Querrieu British cemetery.

Our final destination was perhaps the 
most fascinating of the whole journey, 
and one that I will definitely visit again 
– the extensive underground city of 
Naours with graffiti left by Tasmanian 
soldiers over a hundred years ago in 
World War 1.  

It is with great pride that we can say that 
each and every student on this Tour was 
exemplary in his behaviour. They all 
showed a genuine curiosity in the places 
we visited and the people we met and 
were always ready to support each other.

Sincere thanks to Steve Aitken, Jo 
Morgan, Deon Scanlon and coordinator 
Rohan Prior for their support in making 
this Tour our best ever!  
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Tournament of 
Minds 2018
St Virgil’s College fielded two teams in 
the Secondary section of this year’s 
Tournament of Minds held at Ogilvie 
High School. The Language/Literature 
team consisted of Lucien Foong, Hayden 
Brown, Alan Maxwell, Caerwyn James, 
Oliver Quan, Ned Byrne and Daniel 
Vallerine while the STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) team was made up of 
Noah Haigh, Finn Di Ubaldo, Ronan 
Mosenthal, Jayden Quin, Julius Lovell, 
Ben Anning and Jack Richardson.

The Language/ Literature team was 
challenged to present its vision for the 
creation of a film version of a book not 
previously made into a movie, to be 
presented in the form of a convincing 
and persuasive “pitch” to a panel of 
judges, the goal of which was to persuade 
the panel to choose their pitch and 
allocate funding to the project. The 
STEM team’s challenge was to present the 
world with a working model of a newly-
discovered organism based on their video 
of the organism and supported by 
detailed drawings and field notes.

Both teams participated with enthusiasm 
and received positive feedback from the 
judges. Congratulations and well done to 
all involved!
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Master Chefs! 
Joshua Smith and Jacob Quinn 
represented the College at the 
Tasmanian Schools Culinary Challenge 
2018 and in a masterful display walked 
away with a Gold Medal!  The boys 
performed with distinction, preparing 
and presenting Lemon and Herb 
Crusted Salmon with potato rosti and 
lemon butter sauce.  The judges 
commented on their organisation, 
precision and presentation in what was 

an outstanding effort. 

Polished Men 
During October and November Grade 10 
boys, Hudson Arkley Anderson and Tom 
Burgess lead the College’s Polished Man 
campaign. The Polished Man is an 
initiative that hopes to highlight and put 
an end to violence against children. 
Hudson and Tom managed a very 
successful campaign which saw many 
people wandering around the College with 
their fingernail polished blue. The boys’ 
efforts were recognised at a Gala Dinner in 
Melbourne where they were recognised as 
the nation’s leading school campaign. 

2018 Musical
In collaboration with St Mary’s College, a 
number of our young men had the 
privilege of taking part in the sell-out 
musical “Beauty and the Beast” at the 
Playhouse Theatre. The production was 
a huge success and played to full houses 
and ecstatic audiences. Congratulations 
to all the students who participated and 
special thanks to the staff from both 
College’s who made it possible.

Male Cast 
Beast – Will Norris 
Gaston – Jacob Braid 
Maurice – James Simonetis 
Lumiere – Will Lonergan 

3 7
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Male Ensemble 
Duncan Banks 
Oliver Cis 
Myles Hall 
Connor McKenzie 
Josh Murray 
Bryce Tollard-Williams 
Joshua Skelly

Alex Peroni Visit
During Term 3 we had the great 
privilege of having a visit from Class of 
2015 member Alex Peroni. Alex is 
forging an amazing career in the world 
of motor sport and recently took the 
chequered flag in the Formula Renault 
race at the iconic Monaco circuit. The 
race was a lead up race to the Formula 1 
race won by fellow Australian Daniel 
Ricciardo, both victories being honoured 
with invites to the Monaco Ball hosted by 
the Royal Family! 

Daniel’s journey commenced as a 
six-year old racing Go Karts and his rise 
to the podium at Monaco is a testament 
to his hard work, commitment and never 
give up attitude. His father Piero, also an 
SVC past student, explained how from 
the age of eight, he and Alex would 
travel the country to develop his skills 
and racing experiences. 

Alex’s message to the boys was most 
pertinent, for as he noted, “three years 
ago I was sitting in this hall listening to 
guest speakers and dreaming of making 
it in Europe. So, find your passion, work 
hard and never think that you can’t 
achieve your dreams from your current 
position in Hobart”. 

Alex has always been grateful for the 
College’s support in allowing him to follow 
his dreams and presented Mr Blizzard with 
a signed photo of his Monaco victory. It 
will hold pride of place in the History 
Centre, sitting next to other great 
examples of what Old Virgilians can 
achieve when their dreams interconnect 
with their talent and hard work. 
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Musicians Abroad 
During the July school holidays, staff 
member Mrs Kay Scanlon along with two 
Grade 9 students, Joe McShane and Joe 
Fracalossi, (and two former students, 
2017 Grade 10 leavers, Hugh McShane 
and Alex Fracalossi), were honoured to 
be part of The Derwent Valley Concert 
Band 2018 Overseas Tour to Malaysia. 

The Derwent Valley Concert Band 
departed for its Malaysian tour on 
Monday July 9 and spent ten days 
travelling and presenting concerts 
throughout various places in Malaysia – 
Kuala Lumpur, Ipoh, Taiping, George 
Town, and Kota Kinabalu in Borneo. 
The group worked with many local 
music organisations and schools by 
sharing rehearsals, workshops, and 
performances. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to absorb and share as much 
of the Malaysian culture as possible. 

Highlights of the tour were visiting the 
schools and meeting the students who 
attended them. The Sam Tet Secondary 
School in Ipoh was also an all boy’s 
Catholic College, here we attended the 
International Amity Music Exchange 
Programme and Concert 2018 
(IAMEPC’18). During the day students 
worked in small tutorials to learn a 
combined piece of music which was later 
performed together in an evening 
concert.

     

Grade 8D 
Mt Field Excursion
 Great snow weather = great excursion!
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1-4. Work Experience

5. State Football Representatives (L-R): Patrick Walker, Lachlan 
Borsboom, Sam Collins, Oliver Davis and Angus Norton. 

6-7 Senior Football

Senior 
School Sport
Football Stars! 
During the Term 2 break, five Grade 10 
students represented Tasmania at the 
AFL National Championships. The boys 
and their team performed extremely 
well to finish second in Division 2. 

At the end of the carnival Sam Collins was 
named Tasmania’s best player and he and 
Oliver Davis were selected as All Australians 
- a fantastic effort. Well done boys. 

Well done to the following boys who also 
represented ‘The Map’ in the National 
Under 15 Carnival:

• Lincoln Arnold

• Harry Fisher

• Darcy Gardner

• George McLeod

• Will Splann

• Ben Steinbauer

• Jacob Young

South Australian 
Football Tour 
To highlight the strength of the SVC 
Football programme, the 1st XVIII 
squad, less our State reps, travelled to 
Adelaide to take on Rostrevor College 
and CBC Adelaide. The team also 
enjoyed some other fantastic football 
experiences including touring Port 
Adelaide’s facilities and attending the 
Crows v Geelong game. 

The boys played very well as a team to 
record two strong wins. They also 
conducted themselves very well and were 
a great credit to the College. 
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Tassie Hawks Cup
The 1st XVIII completed a stellar season 
winning the 2018 Tassie Hawks Cup in 
Launceston, in the process defeating the 
best sides throughout Tasmania. 

Game one saw SVC taking on Riverside 
High in some testing wet weather 
conditions. This proved a minor hurdle 
for our boys, as they managed an 
emphatic 44 point win over Riverside. St 
Virgil’s College - 9.4 (58) Riverside High 
School - 2.2 (14).

Game two put SVC up against Burnie, 
who lost their first game to Riverside. 
Again the wet weather proved only a 
minor hurdle for the boys as they ran 
out 49 point winners over Burnie, 
booking them a place in the Grand Final 
against Riverside. St Virgils 7.9.51 Burnie 
High 0.2.2

With two relatively large wins under their 
belt, SVC aimed to stay focused, and 
continue to produce what they had done 
in the two games prior. And weren’t they 
able to do so! SVC put together another 
complete performance as they managed 
a comprehensive 59 point over Riverside, 
restoring order, and bringing the Tassie 
Hawks Cup back to St Virgil’s College! St 
Virgil’s 9.11.65 Riverside 1.0.6    

EREA Basketball Tour 
During the second term break the 
College’s senior basketball team travelled 
to Brisbane for the annual Edmund Rice 
Education Australia (EREA) basketball 
tournament. The team lost the first 
game to Gregory Terrace but rebounded 
strongly to record wins against St 
Patrick’s Launceston, St Edmund’s and 
St James. 

The team qualified for the Grand Final 
where they came up against their first 
round nemesis - Terrace. 
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After an awesome game where things 
were starting to fall our way, Terrace hit a 
3 point shot with just five seconds to play 
to put them 2 points up. Unfortunately, 
things didn’t work out in the dying 
seconds and we went down by two points 
48-46. 

The coaching staff were extremely proud 
of the boys in what was a great trip to the 
EREA Basketball Tournament. Special 
thanks to St Laurence’s College and St 
James’ College and to Coach Warren 
Stanwix. Great effort boys!

   

Water Polo
Congratulations to Hunter Wright who 
was selected to play Water Polo for 
Australia in a series of games in Serbia 
and Montenegro, a stronghold of world 
water polo.  

The Grade 9&10 water polo team, the SVC 
Pirates won the 2018 Intermediate Water 
Polo Tasmania Schools’ title with a 
comprehensive 7-2 win over MacKillop 
College. The team played inspired water 
polo to wear their opponents down after a 
hard fought first half which ended with the 
Pirates 2-1 up. It was an even more 
meritorious win given that the State’s 
leading player, Hunter Wright, was off in 
Montenegro representing Australia! Thank 
you to coach Dean Wright who coached 
superbly to take the team to the title. 

A highlight of the game was the large 
SVC Cheer Squad which sang and 
cheered throughout the game, greatly 
adding to the Grand Final atmosphere. 

 

Hockey 
Sam Colrain, Chris Colrain, Michael 
McDevitt, Tom Rasmussen and Angus 
Cooper represented Tasmania in the 
Under 16 National Hockey 
Championships. 
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An Athletics Triumph!
 In testing conditions the SVC Athletics 
teams triumphed at the SSATIS Carnival 
at the Domain Athletics Centre. The 
boys were exceptional and benefitted 
greatly from the hard work at freezing 
cold early morning sessions at the 
Domain. Such was our dominance that 
we placed first in 14 of our 18 events! 

Highlights of the day included:

• Winning all four age groups Under 13, 
14, 15 and 16 

• Winning the Junior Boys’ Shield

• Lincoln Arnold setting a new SATIS 
record for the Under 15 Javelin.  

All the team were exemplary in their 
efforts, behaviour and attitude. Special 
thanks to all coaches involved.

State Athletics Glory!
Fresh from a comprehensive SSATIS 
performance, the SVC athletics team 
including their magnificent cheer squad, 
boarded an early bus and ventured up to 
Launceston to compete in the SATIS 
Athletics Carnival. The team put 
together an amazing effort, and were 
able to win the Under 13, 15 and 16 age 
groups, whilst missing out on the Under 
14 age group by one point!

SVC also took home the Junior Boys 
Shield for 17th time in the last 22 years. 
To put icing on the cake, SVC managed 
two record breakers with Lincoln Arnold 
breaking the Under 15 Javelin record 
and Jack Lewis breaking the Under 15 
200m record.

A massive congratulations, and thank 
you to all involved, in what was yet 
another successful athletics carnival for 
St Virgil’s College.

     

Grade 7/8 Hockey
St Virgil’s Grade 7&8 Hockey Team 
capped of a tremendous and undefeated 
2018 season with a 3-1 victory over a 
formidable Hutchins side. Well done to all 
the boys for their excellent efforts. They 
have shown continuous development 
under the watchful eye of their expert 
coaches Angus Cooper and Michael 
McDevitt, and should be very proud.

SVC Soccer
A big congratulations to the SVC Grade 
10 Soccer Team on Winning the SSATIS 
SOCCER Competition over a tenacious 
Friends Team.

  

SVC Retains the 
Coyle-Clingeleffer Cup 
A talented Grade 9 team travelled to St 
Patrick’s College, Launceston on 
November 20 to defend the Coyle-
Clingeleffer Cup. The Cup is named in 
honour of past cricket greats from each 
school - Tim Coyle from SPC and 2006 
Sheffield Shield premiership player, Old 
Virgilian Sean Clingeleffer, who made a 
pivotal century in the final. 

SVC were invited to bat and Captain 
Tom McGann started as if we were 
playing a T20, flaying the bowlers to all 
parts of the ground to make 55 from 45 
balls. Just as SVC looked to make 250, 
the team lost crucial wickets due to poor 
shot selection and tight bowling. Ryan 
Borsboom batted beautifully to make 35 
which anchored the innings allowing 
SVC to make 10-163. 

After eight overs this total looked very 
small with SPC being 2-84! Sebastian 
Brown picked up two wickets early but 
our bowlers bowled too short and wide. 
Enter spinners Ryan Borsboom and Max 
Lamb who turned the game on its head. 
Ryan bowled an amazing spell of five 
overs, five maidens, two wickets for none! 
Max benefitted from his great work 
picking up 5-29 in a great spell of spin 
bowling. SPC were eventually dismissed 
for 123 to retain the cherished Cup!

Pacing Star!
Grade 7 Student, Jacob Duggan has been 
selected to represent Tasmania in the 
2018 Inter Dominion Racing Event.  This 
is the Premier Trots Racing Event in the 
Southern Hemisphere.  It was 
established in 1935/36 and has a long 
and proud history.  It is a week-long 
event, where Jacob will have to compete 
in heats to earn his spot in the final to be 
held on December 15. 
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Coming Events Office Bearers

Magazine of the Old Virgilians Association 
Volume 25 No.39The Old Virgilian

2019 Annual 
General Meeting 
Tuesday March 5, 6pm.  
SVC Junior School, 102 Patrick St, Hobart. 

OVA Bi-Monthly 
Luncheon 
Tuesday February 26 
Austins Ferry, 12.30pm 

Tuesday April 30 
Austins Ferry, 12.30pm

Tuesday June 25 
Austins Ferry, 12.30pm

Tuesday August 27 
Marquis Hotel, 12.30pm 

Tuesday October 29 
Austins Ferry, 12.30pm 

Tuesday November 26 
(Annual Mass and Luncheon) 
SVC Junior School, 12.30pm

SVC Community 
Football Luncheon 
Friday May 17, 12pm 
Blundstone Arena 

OVA North West 
Luncheon 
Saturday September 7, 12.30pm, 
Ulverstone 

OVA Golf Day 
Friday November 8, 12 pm shot gun start 

Details of all events are available at 

www.oldvirgilians.org.au

Old Virgilians Association 
Executive Committee
President 
Dan Reardon

Vice President 
Sean Kelly 

Treasurer 
Michael Harvey

Secretary 
Peter Imlach

Committee 
Bill Roach, Bruce Woods

N-W Rep 
Kim Chen

SVC Liaison 
Mark Waddington

Sincere thanks to the hard working 
committee who continue to manage the 
OVA in a professional and highly 
effective manner. All contributions to 
The Old Virgilian are greatly 
appreciated.

The deadline for the next edition is 
Friday November 16, 2018.
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President’s 
Message

OVA Annual 
Dinner 

After the excitement of the Centenary 
year in 2017 it was wonderful to take a 
moment to catch our breath and focus 
of on our core business of providing 
mediums for old scholars of St Virgil’s 
College to continue their connection 
with their peers and with the school that 
made these enduring friendships 
possible. This was again wonderfully 
illustrated by our regular events 
including the bi-monthly luncheons at 
Austins Ferry, the North West Luncheon, 
Sydney and Melbourne reunions and 
gatherings of old boys for year level 
reunions. 

A significant development in connecting 
past students was the launch of a 
monthly e-newsletter OVAtions which 
has been well received across the globe. 
Thanks to the work of the College’s 
Archivists, Graeme Rainbow and Bruce 
Woods, the newsletter is filled with 
topical stories, key achievements, images 
and obituaries from Old Virgilians 
around the world. It is always a great 
read so please make sure you subscribe 
through the OVA website. 

Two key events during the year highlight 
the success of the committee in 
galvanising the support of Old Virgilians. 
The Annual Dinner at Wrest Point and 
the OVA Golf Day at Royal Hobart are 
features of the annual OVA calendar of 
events. 

Dan Reardon

The Annual Dinner at Wrest Point was a 
great night with two esteemed Old 
Virgilians inducted on to the Heritage Roll 
of Honour. James Henderson and Mitch 
McPherson are wonderful exemplars of the 
mission and values of the College and 
worthy recipients of this prestigious honour. 

Below is a summary of their 
achievements: 

James Henderson 
(SVC 1973-1981)
Inducted onto the St Virgil’s Heritage 
Roll in 2018. James Henderson was born 
in Hobart in 1963 to Shea and Bill.  He 
has one sibling Anne. Sadly Bill passed 
away in 2009. Shea’s brothers – Hugh 
and Jim Garnham - both had attended 
the College. 

James enjoyed the whole St Virgil’s 
experience – starting in Grade 4 in 1973 
with Ronnie Mamacas and progressing 
through to HSC in 1981. Along the way 
he developed and has maintained an 
extraordinary friendship group.

As well as being a committed student 
across his time at St Virgil’s, it was sport 
that captured James’ attention 
representing the College at football, rugby, 
soccer, cricket, tennis and, in particular, 
swimming where he was Captain in 1981 
when SVC won both the Southern and 
State Independent Schools sports.

James’ and Anne’s involvement in 
swimming led to their parents’ enormous 
contribution to that sport as officials at 
both the local and national level. Anne 
realised a dream by swimming across the 
English Channel and raised an incredible 
$380,000 for the Children’s Cancer 
Institute; a charitable cause close to her 
heart following the death of one of her 
students to cancer. 

Shea, Bill and James were to the fore in 
supporting Anne in this extraordinary 
accomplishment. Anne was recognised as 
Tasmanian of the Year in 2007. Shea was 
the recipient an Australian Sports Medal 
in 2000 and an OAM in 2002 

It was no surprise that James pursued a 
career in sport combining an early 
career path in banking and property 
services with professional involvements 
in swimming, rugby, AFL, horse and 
greyhound racing, sports media and 
publishing. He started his first business 
in 1982 and promoted his first sports 
event in 1985 when seven Australian 
Olympians, including gold medallist Jon 
Sieben competed in front of a sell-out 
crowd at the Clarence Swim Centre.

James married Joanne Balmer in 1995 
and they have two daughters Sophie and 
Jessica. James was headhunted to 
Victoria in 1995 and over the ensuing at 
Linc Service, at the Hawthorn Football 
Club and with the world’s biggest sports 
marketing company, IMG.

In 2002, James with his wife Joanne 
established their own business DSEG – 
Dynamic Sports & Entertainment Group.  
DSEG has been a market leader from its 
inception, dealing its expertise across all 
continents of the world.  James has led 
the business with a relentless work ethic, 
undoubted integrity, extraordinary 
network and an ability to connect and 
transact with some of the biggest names 
in sports and media.

He has created and staged events; 
negotiated some of the biggest 
sponsorship and TV deals in Australian 
sport; owned a sports team and a League; 
advised Governments and business leaders 
on how to maximise their investments in 
sport; and managed some of the biggest 
names in Australian sport and media.
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James has sat on the board of Greyhound 
Racing Tasmania as Chairman, Harness 
Racing Victoria as Vice-Chairman and 
Racing Victoria as a Director. 

He has had a significant impact in using 
his network and influence to help the 
disadvantaged. It is James’ work as a 
philanthropic influencer that is his most 
significant impact as an Old Virgilian. He 
is ‘a behind the scenes’ type of person who 
uses his network and influence to help 
others in disadvantaged positions. He is 
never backward in taking on major 
fundraising challenges generating more 
than $25m of direct fundraising with 
particular interest in the areas of 
childhood cancer, integrative medicine 
and men’s wellbeing. Many of these 
outcomes have been generated by his own 
physical pursuits in cycling, his sister’s 
successful crossing of the English Channel 
and his wife and children’s frequent 
participation in charity events.

James is the Honorary Chief Executive of 
the Ponting Foundation. He played an 
integral role in the formation of the 
Foundation after working with the Pontings 
on the childhood cancer cause since 2003 
and having been Ricky’s manager since 
2008. The Ponting Foundation has raised 
well over $4 million that has been directly 
distributed into numerous childhood 
cancer causes around Australia, including 
almost $2 million into Tasmania.

James is a Board member of the not for 
profit National Institute of Integrative 
Medicine – Australia’s largest integrative 
medical clinic that also leads the world 
in research and educational services.

While it’s almost 23 years since James 
moved to Victoria, he has maintained 
very close ties to Tasmania through 
family, friends, business and charitable 
work and through a new venture, 
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‘4Tasmania’ that is focussed on 
connecting ex-pat Tasmanians who have 
moved interstate or overseas. He was also 
a guest speaker at the Centenary OVA 
dinner held in May 2017.

 

Mitch McPherson 
(SVC 2000-2003)
Inducted onto the Heritage Roll of 
Honour in 2018, Mitch McPherson was 
born in 1987 and raised on Hobart’s 
Eastern shore. His parents Vicki and 
Dale, then went on to have another two 
children, Jenna in 1990 and Ty in 1995.

Mitch commenced his education at St 
Virgil’s College in the year 2000. His 
father had attended the College from 
1975-78 and had the distinction of 
Captaining the all-conquering Cross-
Country team in his final year.

He had great enthusiasm for drama and 
sport all throughout his time at St 
Virgil’s and would like to tell everyone 
that he was an A grade student, but sadly 
we all know that wasn’t the case! Whilst 
he wasn’t the worst by far, Mitch focused 
more on sport and mixing with friends 
whilst enjoying his time at the College.

After finishing at Rosny College in 2005, 
his early working experience was with 
Sportsco Glenorchy. Deciding that wasn’t 
for him he then did a one-year 
traineeship with a sign writing company. 
Eventually though, Mitch found his way 
into a glazing apprenticeship with a 
company in Hobart’s northern suburbs. 
Working in a small business he prospered 
over this seven and a half year period and 
his work ethic, attention to detail and 
sense of responsibility led him to a 
supervisory role. 

Mitch then continued his glazing work in 
Melbourne, but after 12 months he realised 
that Tasmania would always be home.

Following the loss of his younger brother 
Ty to suicide in 2013, Mitch turned his 
devastating loss into the successful 
suicide prevention charity ‘SPEAK UP! 
Stay ChatTY’. After spreading awareness 
through car bumper stickers, some social 
media, some small public speaking gigs, 
and a statewide running event, Mitch 
linked up his not-for-profit charity with 
Relationships Australia in August 2014 to 
endeavour to further breakdown the 
stigma surrounding mental health.

Relationships Australia Tasmania CEO, Mat 
Rowell, in nominating Mitch for the 2017 
Young Tasmanian of the Year Award noted: 
“We saw something in Mitch and his story 
when he first started the charity and knew 
that we needed to help him make his 
dream a reality. Since then we’ve watched 
him, and the charity gain momentum. It 
has been an absolute privilege to watch this 
young man grow into one of Tasmania’s 
community leaders and is something I am 
very proud to have been involved in”. 

2016 was a huge year for Mitch, not only 
did he marry his wife Sahar, but with the 
organisation receiving funding from the 
Tasmanian Community Fund, he 
continued to deliver the “Stay ChatTY” 
program to high schools across Tasmania.

Since starting the charity Mitch has 
delivered over 550 presentations to 
schools, workplaces and community 
groups and raised in excess of $750,000 
through numerous activities and functions.

It is noteworthy that a significant 
individual contributor to the Speak Up 
Stay ChatTY! funds has been fellow 
Virgilian Ben Hirst, who attended the 
College from 2001 to 2004. 

In 2016 Ben ran from Burnie to Hobart 
in three days and raised over $10,000. In 
February 2018 Ben completed a 48 hour 
treadmill run for the cause covering 
272.3 km, in the process raising a further 
$8,500.

Mitch has won several awards over the 
years, his greatest achievement arguably 
being the 2017 Young Tasmanian 
Australian of the Year Award. Winning 
this award allowed Mitch and the team 
the chance to spread the message even 
further across Australia.

Speak Up, Stay ChatTY then went on to 
win a National award at the Suicide 
Prevention Australia LIFE Awards in July 
of 2017. It is Mitch’s dream that someday 
Speak Up, Stay ChatTY” will be a National 
charity, spreading positive mental health 
messages and building the resilience of 
people across Australia. Mitch’s public 
recognition is outlined below:

• 2014 Clarence Citizen of the Year 

• 2015 Tasmanian Pride of Australia 
Award for Community Spirit

• 2016 Southern Cross Young Achiever

• 2016 Premier’s Young Achiever of the 
Year Award

• 2016 Suicide Prevention LIFE Award

• 2016 Tasmanian Community 
Achievement Award

• 2017 Tasmanian Young Australian of 
the Year.

• 2018 City of Hobart Joint Citizen of 
the Year

With ongoing support Mitch is now 
working with a team of five, of which two 
staff run the statewide school programme 
and one heads up the sports’ programme 
across Tasmania. Speak Up, Stay ChatTY 
is a registered not-for-profit charity that 
works to help prevent suicide by 
spreading the message that nothing is so 
bad that you can’t talk about it. 
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All of their programmes provide a 
greater knowledge of where to access 
help when anyone is going through a 
difficult time.

In September 2018, Deputy Premier 
Jeremy Rockcliff announced a $1 million 
grant to Speak up Stay ChatTY and the 
following month the Hobart Mercury 
reported that the Speak Up Stay ChatTY 
had entered into an official partnership 
with Relationships Australia.  Relationships 
Australia Tasmania will provide 
governance and operational day-to-day 
support in assisting Speak up Stay Chatty.

Demonstrating personal resilience, care 
for others and a deep understanding of 
how to turn adversity into opportunity, 
Mitch has personally helped thousands 
of Tasmanian students and families 
understand the importance of a ‘good 
old conversation’.

Mitch’s ongoing dedication to the vital 
wellbeing of the community is testament 
to his now being admitted to the Old 
Virgilian Association Heritage Role of 
Honour.

At the annual dinner, long serving 
committee member Peter Imlach was 
awarded Life Membership of the OVA 
– an award that his late father Allison, 
had been the recipient of in the 1960s.

Peter Imlach 
(SVC ????-????)
Peter Imlach became a member of the 
Old Virgilians Committee in 2008 and 
for several years served as the Association 
representative on the St Virgil’s College 
Board of Management.  In 2014 he took 
over as Secretary following the 
retirement of Rene Sluyters.

Allison was President of the Old 
Virgilians Association from 1960 to 1962. 
Peter attended St Virgil’s from 1946-51 
and then went to the mainland to join 
the Christian Brothers Congregation.  
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1 Following four years of training he went 
on to teach at Clifton Hill, an inner 
Melbourne suburb, and then at 
Leederville in Western Australia.

In 1959 Peter left the Brothers and 
returned to Tasmania.  After a brief period 
with the State Education Department, he 
moved to the State Transport Commission 
for ten years.  In 1971, Peter was appointed 
Secretary of the Hospital Employees 
Association and then as President of the 
Tasmanian Trades and Labour Council 
(TTLC).  A highlight of his career came in 
1981 when he was an Australian (union) 
delegate at the International Labour 
Organisation Congress in Zurich, 
Switzerland.  In 1989 Peter was appointed 
a Commissioner of the Industrial 
Commission.  He retired in 2002.

Since retiring Peter has been a 
conference member of the St Vincent de 
Paul Society and is President of the 
Human Life Protection Society. Peter 
has been married to Verna since 1964 
and they have six children.

In recent years, along with the other 
members of the OVA Committee, Peter 
has been actively involved in lobbying 
the Tasmanian Catholic Education 
authorities for the restoration of Grade 
11 and 12 at St Virgil’s College.
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2018 
Golf Day 
The OVA Golf Day was again an amazing 
success with a full field of players and 
glorious conditions at Royal Hobart. 
Thanks to the work of the Golf Day 
Committee (Terry Kay (Chair), Peter 
Beven, Peter Dixon and Mark 
Waddington), all aspects of the day came 
together seamlessly which made for spirited 
and skillful competition. 

2018 Results 

Congratulations to Michael Hill, winner of 
the Br Joyce Memorial Trophy for the best 
score by an Old Virgilian at the annual OVA 
Golf Day - 41 points. Second was Stephen 
Shirley with 39 points on countback from 
Hayden Cannan, closely followed by Peter 
Beven with 37 points.

Non-OVA  
1st Patrick Walker (Grade 10) 45 points  
2nd Oliver Davis (Grade 10) 40 points C/B 
3rd Robert Adams – 40 points 

Ladies  
1st Trish Dixon – 36 points  
2nd Decorah Goddard – 30 points  
3rd Alison Sully – 26 points 

Congratulations to Adrian Purchas who had 
a hole in one on just his second hole for the 
day! 

In concluding this report it is timely to 
mention the outstanding work of past 
President Edward Gauden OAM, who stood 
down in August due to work commitments. 
In January we were ecstatic to learn that Ed 
had received an OAM recognising his 
amazing contribution to the Hobart 
community over many years, including his 
work supporting the community after the 
Port Arthur tragedy and his inspired 
leadership of Foodbank. Ed has been a 
tireless leader of the OVA leading the 
campaign to re-institute Year 11 and 12 at St 
Virgil’s and a constant supporter of the 
College during his time as a Board member. 
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Sydney, 
Melbourne 
and Hobart 
Reunions
Over the past months the OVA have held 
a number of reunion functions to gather 
old boys from all points of the country! 
In Sydney, over 20 old boys joined by 
Principal Damian Messer and Brad 
Canning (SVC 1997-2000) gathered at 
the Tattersalls Club in the CBD to 
remember great days at SVC. 

In Melbourne Damian and Deputy 
Principal Terry Blizzard, joined almost 
50 past students at the Swan Hotel 
Richmond to re-live glory days and find 
out more about what is currently 
happening at the College – the question 
of Grade 11 and 12 was never far away! 

Old scholars also gathered in Hobart for 
After Work Drinks. In addition, a 
number of year levels have held 10, 20 
and 30 year reunions which have been 
very well supported. 

These events continue to provide great 
networking opportunities for old 
scholars and will continue and expand 
into the future in line with requests from 
locals in each of the regions. 

Please keep your eye on OVAtions and 
the OVA website and Facebook for 
upcoming events. 
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Old Boys 
in the News
A Life of Service! 

Sgt David Bray (SVC 1972-76) was one of 
four officers to recently receive a 
Commissioner’s Commendation.  David 
was recently recognised for his role in 
helping to apprehend a man who fired at 
police during an ice-fuelled crime rampage 
in the Central Highlands.  The offender led 
police in a six-hour manhunt involving 30 
vehicles and a helicopter in February 2014.

David is especially remembered because of 
an incident that happened in August 1989, 
and was brought to light by Hobart Mercury 
reporter, Zara Dawtrey, 25 years later.

Helping hands come in many forms. For 
Steve Bakes, the helping hand that saved 
his life literally grabbed him as he tried 
to jump from the rails of the Tasman 
Bridge to a certain death 60m below into 
the River Derwent.

It was early one evening in August 1989 
when Mr Bakes was rescued by a young 
cop. Mr Bakes, now 50, and Senior 
Sergeant Dave Bray were reunited a year 
ago and have agreed to share their story in 
the hope it has an impact on R U OK? Day.

“I’d been going through some tough 
times ... there was a lot of stress in my life 
at the time,” Mr Bakes said. 

“The day it happened, I was at the pub in 
the city. I’d only had 2 1/2 drinks. I rang 
my friend and he couldn’t come and get 
me, I rang my youngest brother and all 
he could say was ‘Have you got money for 
fuel?’ He got into a waiting cab and told 
the driver to take him across the bridge to 
the Eastern Shore. We were driving along 
and just before the bridge I said ‘pull up”

“He asked ‘Where are you going?’ I said, 
‘I’m going for a walk’ and I wasn’t even 
thinking, there was just nothing in 
my head.”

He later learned the watching taxi driver 
had immediately radioed police. “I was 
sitting there up on the bridge on top of 
the rail. Cars were blowing their horns, 
buses were blowing their horns, there 
were people on the bus that knew me, 
saw me sitting there.”The only thing I’d 
thought of was going. And I did go. 
That’s when this guy here put his hands 
through those rails and put that cuff 
around my wrist.”

There was a struggle. “He wouldn’t let 
me go, all he was concerned with was 
getting me back over that rail. I told him 
I wanted to go.” By reaching over the rail 
and handcuffing Mr Bakes, Sgt Bray-- the 
same age as the man he was trying to 
save -- risked his life. Mr Bakes did jump. 
And the jolt very nearly flipped the 
young policeman over the rail.

Back-up arrived and Mr Bakes was taken 
to hospital. “It’s this simple. If it wasn’t 
for him I wouldn’t be sitting here today,” 
Mr Bakes said. 

“To know in that dark moment that 
someone valued my life, that meant 
everything. “I didn’t speak about it much 
over the years, but I did say to a couple 
of people ‘I’d love to have the chance to 
shake his hand’.”

He put in a request for the police 
officer’s name last year and on their first 
meeting says he “couldn’t thank him 
enough. He did all that to save my life”.

Sgt Bray never sought out any special 
recognition but he takes great joy in the 
knowledge that the troubled young man 
went on to have seven children and 
seven grandchildren and a world of 
experiences.

A Kookaburra! 
Twenty-year old Jack Welch (SVC 
2010-13) gained selection in the 
Australian Hockey team. Jack joined 
fellow Tasmanian’s Eddie Ockenden and 
Josh Beltz in the Darwin Open and two 
internationals against Olympic 
champions Argentina. 

His elevation to the senior National team 
was a consequence of consistent 
performances at the Under 21 National 
Championships as well as in the Australia 
A series against Malaysia. Tasmania’s 
latest Kookaburra was delighted to open 
his international goal-scoring account in 
just his second match, converting a 
34th-minute field goal in the 5-2 defeat 
of Malaysia in Australia’s first game of 
the Darwin International Hockey Open.
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A New Mayor of 
Kingborough
Old Virgilian Dean Winter (SVC 1998-
2001) has recently been elected to the role 
of Mayor of Kingborough. Dean has had a 
good apprenticeship for the role having 
gained an Economics degree from UTAS 
with his field of study being economic 
policy and journalism. At various stages 
Dean has been head of Julie Collin’s office, 
Executive Officer of TasICT, Account 
Manager iiNET (Tasmania) and more 
recently Business Development Manager 
for Optus Tasmania. 

Sailing Success! 
The Sunday Tasmanian (October 21 2018) 
reported Paul Boutchard (SVC 1967-75) 
and his wife Michelle had made an 
outstanding return to yacht racing on the 
Derwent after a considerable break. Sailing 
in their J35 Mem they scored four Division 
1 race division wins on the first day of the 
Combined Clubs Inshore Series. Paul and 
Michelle along with son, Edward (SVC 
2002-2005), recently attended the Old 
Virgilians Annual Dinner.

Mention was made recently in Ovation of 
the exploits of former student Greg 
Prescott (SVC 1975-79) in the world of 
yachting.  Greg latest boat, 2Unlimited, 
was a last minute entry into the 74th Rolex 
Sydney-Hobart  yacht race starting on 
Boxing Day. He sailed in his first Sydney-
Hobart in in 1980 asa  17-year-old  aboard 
his father’s yacht, Hotshot, and the 
following year skippered the same yacht to 
seventh place overall in a fleet of 160 
boats.  He remains the second youngest 
ever to skipper in a Sydney-Hobart  and 
has since competed in 27 races.

More Success for Diva

Michael Di Venuto has led English 
county cricket side Surrey to its first title 
in sixteen years. Diva took over the side 
three years ago following his stint as the 
batting coach of the Australian team.  
The south London club reeled off nine 
consecutive wins to be guaranteed the 
title with two matches still to be played.

AFL Stars! 

Congratulations to Fraser Turner (SVC 
2013-2016)who after a stellar 2018 season 
and fine results at the AFL Draft Combine 
at Marvel Stadium (formerly Etihad) was 
drafted with pick 58 by Richmond at the 
recent AFL Draft. Fraser plays with Clarence 
Football Club (as did fellow Tiger Jack 
Riewoldt) and was a standout player in this 
year’s National Under 18 carnival 
representing the Allies, a team picked from 
the best players from Tasmanian, NSW, 
Queensland and the Northern Territory. 

Fellow National championship player 
Mitch O’Neill (SVC 2014-17) is too 
young to be eligible for the 2018 AFL 
National Draft but also enjoyed an 
outstanding Under 18 National carnival 
series and was one the two Tasmanians to 
gain All Australian selection.  

On AFL Grand Final Day, Mitch was invited 
to play in a curtain raiser to the main game 
– the NAB All Stars Under 17 clash.  Playing 
for Team Riewoldt against Team Bartel, 
Mitch was listed as his team’s second best 
player having gained 19 touches. Mitch is 
the son of James O’Neill (SVC 1974-83), 
himself a very handy footballer. 

Well done Jack! 
Congratulations to Jack Riewoldt (SVC 
2002-04) on another outstanding year in 
the AFL. Jack captured a third Coleman 
Medal as the League’s leading goal 
scorer and was named at full forward in 
the 2018 All Australian team. He had 
previously gained All Australian selection 
in 2010 and 2015. 
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A Memorable Win - 
1,055 Days in the 
Making!
Congratulations to the senior St Virgil’s Old 
Scholars Football team who on Saturday 
August 11, after a losing streak of 55 games 
(the Saint’s last win was 1055 days previous), 
the team defeated Hutchins 18.19-127 to 
17.12-112.  The club has been battling to 
keep sides on the field for the past couple 
of years and the win was a great boost for its 
2019 planning and recruitment efforts. 
Training has commenced for 2019 with 
players hitting the training track at Austins 
Ferry each Wednesday. 

Col. (rtd) Anthony 
McGee AM 
(SVC 1952-56)

On August 18 a ceremony commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the Battles Fire 
Support Bases Coral and Balmoral was 
conducted at Hobart’s Cenotaph. 

These battles were among the most 
significant in the Vietnam War in 
May-June 1968.  Tony was among a 
number of Tasmanian Vietnam veterans 
awarded Citations for Gallantry by the 
Governor Kate Warner during a 
ceremony at Government House the 
previous Wednesday.

Tony gave outstanding service to the 
College as its Chair of the Centenary 
Celebrations in 2011.

An Epic Adventure!

Pharmacist Paul Sluyters (SVC 1993-96) 
recently completed the Pacific Crest 
Trail  which runs from the Mexican 
border to Vancouver Canada. It is 4,279 
km long and ranges in elevation from 
just above sea level to 4,009m. The 
journey took Paul 144 days, including 35 
well earned rest days!

For comparison Melbourne to Cairns is 
3132Km and Mount Wellington / 
Kunanyi  is 1,271m high.  His journey 
commenced on April 7 and concluded 
on August 28. What an effort! 

In 2019 Paul intends to complete the Te 
Araroa in New Zealand which is a 3000 
km trek.

Paul is the son of Rene (SVC 1954-62) 
who was the OVA Secretary and 
committee member 1998-2014 and was 
made a Life Member of the Association 
in 2012. 

Off to Dubai
Caleb Jewell (SVC 2010-13) and Keegan 
Oates (SVC 2013-16) in October 
represented the Hobart Hurricanes in the 
inaugural Abu Dhabi T20 competition 
played at the Zayed Cricket Stadium.

Caleb has secured a contract with the 
Hobaert Hurricanes for the coming 
season following an outstanding season 
with North Hobart in Tasmanian Premier 
League last season.  Keegan has shown 

great potential and although not 
contracted, has been co-opted to tour 
with the group due to the unavailability of 
several Hurricanes players.  (As reported 
previously in OVAtion, Keegan was 
named as ’13th man’ for the Australian 
squad in the T20 international against 
England in Hobart last summer). 

A Life of Adventure

Old Virgilian Mark Direen (SVC 1988-
91) has combined his love of adventure 
and security in a new business venture 
‘Point Assist’. 

The former Special Forces leader and 
high risk environment consultant now 
operates an adventure business called 
Point Assist in Tasmania taking clients on 
life-changing trips across the State , the 
mainland and abroad.

“I see myself as an expert in travel, safety 
and security with a special passion for 
adventure. Using skills gained over 20 
years of operating in hostile locations, 
working with military, government, 
corporate and the private sectors, I enjoy 
challenging assignments.

Based in Tasmania, Australia, I find my 
inspiration in assisting people, from all 
walks of life, reach their goals. I am 
certified by the Tourism Industry 
Council of Tasmania TICT in Australia 
and hold a Tasmanian security license”.
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Life in the Fast Lane!
Racing car ace Alex Peroni (SVC 2008-15) 
returned the College on August 8 while 
home during a mid-season break from 
the Eurocup Formula Renault race series.  
Alex spoke to the Grade 8 and Grade 9 
students and they were shown edited 
footage of his successful race at Monte 
Carlo earlier this year. Alex presented a 
signed framed photo from that event to 
the College. The photo will go on display 
in the College History Centre. In 2019 
Alex will continue his journey towards his 
ultimate aim of the F1 circuit, joining the 
ranks of Formula 3 racing. 

Racing Leadership

Andrew Scanlon is the current Chairman 
of the Tasmanian Racing Club.  Andrew 
was featured at the announcement of a 
multi-million development of the grass 
track at Elwick racecourse. He was 
pictured on the left with Racing Minister, 
Sarah Courtney and Tasmanian Racing 
Board chairman, Dean Cooper.

Following his SVC days Andrew 
attended UTAS where he gained a 
Bachelor of Science (Hons) and a 
Diploma of Education.  

He held many senior positions with Hydro 
Tasmania prior to becoming principal 
consultant with Andrew Scanlon & 
Associates which he established in 2014.  
The firm provides consulting services to 

industry in the areas of sustainability, 
environment and management systems. 
Andrew is Chair of the Board of NRM 
South (Natural Resource Management.

Andrew’s wife, Chris, taught at St Peters 
School and St Virgil’s College Junior 
campus from 1978 – 2013 and son, 
Matthew attended the College from 
1992-95.

Like a Bee to Honey! 

Robin O’Brien (SVC 1994-97) and wife 
Antonia from Wellington Apiary were 
named winner of From the Earth, 
Artisan at the tenth delicious Produce 
Awards at the Bennelong restaurant at 
Sydney Opera House in late July.

The couple got into beekeeping only six 
years ago.

One hive in inner Hobart quickly 
became 20 and Wellington Apiary was 
born. Antonia is a lawyer who finished a 
ten-year public service career in April 
this year. 

Robin has a degree in zoology and 
botany, which comes in handy, and was 
an emergency nurse at Royal Hobart 
Hospital for eight years. Robin is now a 
firefighter, working four days on and 
four days off. The busy couple also have 
two sons, aged two and four.

 

Leading a 
Basketball Charge! 

Justin Hickey (SVC 1989-94) has recently 
made a spectacular re-entry onto the 
Hobart scene with his plans for the Derwent 
Entertainment Centre and push to have a 
Tasmanian side, the Southern Huskies play 
in the National Basketball League.

Justin was part of the last Year 12 group 
at the College. With reference to the 
Virgilian of that year, his ‘personal 
profile’ reads: 

Achievements:  Prefect, Student 
Representative Council, sailing,  
basketball (Capt. ’94), athletics and First 
XVIII football.

Ambition:  To take a firm grip of the 
opportunities that come my way.

Quote:  “If one asks where my life begins 
and ends, I’d say my luck was I had such 
good friends.  SVC will live in my heart 
forever.

When injuries led to an early retirement 
from both basketball and football - he 
showed considerable promise at both – 
he moved to Melbourne when he was 
twenty.

To quote the Mercury – “He began 
buying and selling businesses paving the 
path to the incredible success that has 
made him managing directorDigital 
Elder – A BRW Fast 50 company – 
HumbleAbode, Hydra Play and Director 
Yickanova.”        
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Justin is a keen yachtsman .  He 
competed in an Around the World race 
in 2004 and has done Sydney and 
Melbourne to Hobart Races. Chances 
are the name Justin Hickey will be 
prominent on the Tasmania scene in the 
months and years ahead!

Father Richard Ross 
(SVC 1977-85) 

Richard announced tin June that after eight 
and a half years involving three major 
surgeries , numerous rounds of 
chemotherapy and radiotherapy, countless 
tests and scans, and hundreds of anxiously 
awaiting results, his cancer journey is over.  
To quote Richard. “My magnificent 
oncologist, Dr Stan Gauden, (SVC 1976-83) 
cut me loose this week saying he never 
wanted to see me again in a professional 
capacity….  a moment which triggered 
unexpected waves of emotions from relief 
to exhaustion and immense gratitude.”

In a letter circulated throughout the 
diocese, Richard went on to say, “I will 
admit I prayed for healing.  Just once 
during the journey, I knelt in the Church 
of the Apostles during a dark and difficult 
period of treatment and asked for 
healing.  At all other times I prayed for 
the strength and grace to accept the 
journey with serenity.  I do not 
understand why I have survived when 
most others do not.  At the time of my 
diagnosis only 3% of patients survive five 
years, and I was at the more severe end of 
the spectrum.  

In the face of tragedy we ask ‘why’ and 
never get an answer, and it is a similarly 
pointless in these circumstances.  

I am alive, I have endured my experience 
which certainly helps my ministry with 
cancer patients and their families and I 
feel I have a clearer insight into what life 
is about, so for now I will go about that 
task strangely grateful for the gift that 
cancer has been in my life.” 

Richard was inducted onto the St Virgil’s 
Heritage Roll of Honour 2014 and was 
most recently down to celebrate the 
Edmund Rice Network Mass in 2016. In 
2019 he will become the Parish Priest of 
the Lindisfarne Parish. 

Helicopter Hero!

Westpac Helicopter crew chief, Sergeant 
Damian Bidgood (SVC 1980-81), 
together with veteran crash investigator 
First Class Constable Nigel Housego was 
awarded the 2018 Rotary Tasmania 
Police Excellence Award.

For Sergeant Bidgood, who has worked 
in search and rescue for more than 24 
years, the award came as a surprise. “I 
wasn’t expecting it, it is definitely an 
honour. The award was something his 
entire team should be proud of. In 
search and rescue it is a combination of 
police, ambulance and Rotorlift pilots, 
which is three organisations working well 
together. There’s also the volunteers, 
SES and caverneers”, Damian noted. 

Letters to the Editor 

I was saddened to learn about Michael 
Byrne’s recent death from melanoma. 
He was Vice-Captain of the College in 
1963 and Captain of our very successful 
swimming team in that year.

One photo shows Michael about 1962 
demonstrating the newly introduced 
Expired Air Resuscitation method 
(without compressions) to the life-saving 
team. The other photo was published in 
the Melbourne Sun newspaper with 
Michael, Tom Wilmshurst and Patrick 
Devine when a group of about 20 college 
swimmers went to Melbourne in May 1960 
for intensive coaching by Australian 
Swimming Champion Michael Hunt.

Best wishes, 
Patrick Devine
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From the 
Archives 
Centenary of 
Armistice Day 
November 11 2018

At the Annual Mass, Old Virgilians 
paused to honour the memory of Old 
Virgilians who served their Nation 
during World War 1. 

We remember with gratitude the 
following Old Virgilians who gave their 
lives during World War 1. 

Old Virgilians who lost their lives in the 
Great War

John Errol Benson  1915                
03.09.1915

Charles Cecil Cearns  1916                
21.08.1916

Percival Thomas Conlan  1915                
25.04.1915

John William Dwyer  1918                
01.11.1918

John Phillip Farrell  1918                
28.05.1918

William Hammond  1917                
06.05.1917  

Montagu James Long  1923                
18.12.1923

Joseph Frederick O’Doherty 1919                
09.02.1919

John William O’Halloran  1917                
25.02.1917

Alfred Wilfred Parker  1915                
11.02.1915

Jack Eugene Riva   1919                
27.05.1919

Thomas Bruce Sullivan  1916                
15.11.1916

The following appeared in the Hobart 
Mercury as part of its “100 days of Heroes” 
leading up to the centenary 
commemorations. Postal worker Willie 
Hammond was an assistant letter carrier at 
Zeehan when he volunteered for war 
service in 1915, aged 19.

He was born at New Norfolk in 1896, where 
his father was a hospital attendant. With this 
background it was not surprising that Willie 
would spend part of his military service as a 
stretcher-bearer. Part of a family of Roman 
Catholics, he attended Catholic schools 
including St Virgil’s College and sang in the 
choir at St Joseph’s Church in Hobart.

 

William Hammond’s 
grave in France
 Private William Albert Hammond is 
remembered at tree 252 on the Soldiers’ 
Memorial Avenue.

He was a fine athlete and had been in the 
army cadets for 18 months but was initially 
rejected for active service because of poor 
eyesight. When he was accepted into the 
12th Battalion’s 13th Reinforcements in 
August 1915, he provided a letter of 
consent from his father and a statement 
from the deputy-postmaster general at 
Hobart saying he had been granted leave of 
absence to join up.

He spent nearly two months in Egypt on 
the way to Europe and joined his battalion 
in France in June 1916. Like many soldiers 
in the trenches he suffered from scabies 
and was hospitalised twice for treatment. 
He survived the Battle of the Somme and 
in August 1916 he was recommended to 
be Mentioned in Despatches for great 
gallantry and devotion to duty as stretcher-
bearer at Pozieres.

Nine months later he was writing letters 
home before entering the field during 
the second battle of Bullecourt. Writing 
to an aunt around dawn on May 6, 1917, 
he said he and his comrades could see 
thousands of Germans coming on, but 
they were not afraid. 

During the ensuing engagement Willie was 
injured in the neck and died of his wounds 
with the 6th Australian Field Ambulance 
later that day, aged 20.

He was buried at the Advanced Dressing 
Station Cemetery at Vaulx, France (now 
called the Vaulx Australian Field 
Ambulance Cemetery). Private William 
Albert Hammond is remembered at tree 
252 on the Soldiers’ Memorial Avenue as 
well as on honour boards at the Hobart 
Town Hall, Hobart GPO, and the 
Tasmanian Football League.

Obituaries 
Elliss, Stuart William 
4.8.1940 - 15.10.2018  (SVC 1949-59)

On October 15 a great servant of the 
Catholic Church in Tasmania, Stuart Elliss 
passed away and his funeral service was 
conducted at St Mary’s Cathedral with 
which he had a lifelong association.  Having 
grown up in West Hobart, he was from a 
young age an altar server at the Cathedral.  
The funeral mass was led by lifelong friend 
Archbishop Adrian Doyle, who like Stuart 
had grown up in West Hobart and had 
attended St Virgil’s College.

To quote in part from Archbishop Adrian’s 
eulogy –

In his professional career in banking, Stuart 
was one of those old-time branch managers, 
who was personally known to the 
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customers, and it was his role to assist them 
as best he could. While his children were at 
school, he became very involved in the 
parent activities, such as the Parents and 
Friends Association, and membership of 
school boards. When he concluded his 
banking career, he moved into other fields 
of service, including involvement at two 
university residential colleges.

It was also in these later years that he began 
a period of exceptional service to the 
Church in the field of Catholic Education. 
He was the Chair of the Tasmanian Catholic 
Education Commission, then in a rather 
unusual move, he became the Secretary of 
the same organisation, but it worked quite 
well, and finally he assumed the role of 
Executive Officer of the governing councils 
of the Archdiocesan secondary schools.

Stuart was the loved husband of Judy for 
over 20 years and the loved and loving 
father and father-in-law of Brendan (SVC 
1986-89), Janeen and Marcus, Scott and 
Sally, cherished grandad of Ruby, Henry, 
Oscar, Archie, and Beau. Brother of Chris 
(SVC 1961-71).

 

Fitzgerald, John 
Wiltshire 
11.8.1933 - 19.9.2018 (SVC 1943-51)

Loved and loving husband of Mavis. 
Loving father and father-in-law of 
Catherine and Tony Martin, Andrew and 
Carol and Mark and Kym.

Son of Roy (Lance) and Gladys (both 
dec). Brother of Leona, Terry, Lance, 
Patricia, Kevin and Barry (SVC 1944-51)
(all dec) and Blane (1950-54), Peter 
(SVC 1944-51) and Paul  ( 1959-62).

John was a member of the first St Virgil’s 
Head of the River winning crew in 1951.

A much respected and long-standing 
member of the St Vincent de Paul 
Society. He was a great supporter of OVA 
and was regular attendee at its functions.  
RIP Fitzy!

Hook, Geoffrey 
Raynor “Jeff”

Passed away peacefully on Friday, July 20, 
2018. Beloved and cherished husband of 
Pauline and loving father and father-in-
law of David and Janine, Brendan and 
Molly, Martin and Monique, Warwick 
and Josephine, Sarah and Thomas. 
Devoted ‘Geoffpa’ of Joshua, Maeve, 
Billie, Scout, Beatrice, Ruari, Hattie, 
Lewis and Victor. Brother-in-law of Doug 
Lowe (SVC 1950-59) and uncle of Greg 
(SVC 1977-81) and Michael (SVC 
1989-94) Lowe. 

Jeff enjoyed an amazing career as 
documented in a recent edition of 
OVAtions. 

Starting as a cadet press artist on the 
Hobart Mercury, Geoff completed a 
course in Graphic Arts at the Hobart 
Technical College (now the Tasmanian 
School of Art, a faculty of the University 
of Tasmania)

He started his career as a press artist and 
part-time cartoonist on the Hobart 
Mercury drawing under the name ”Jeff”.  

In 1964 he moved to Melbourne and 
started at the Sun News Pictorial (later to 
become the Herald Sun) and soon after 
became its full-time cartoonist. 

In his early years with this publication, 
Geoff started hiding his ‘trademark’, a 
fish hook, in his cartoons – looking for 
the hidden fish hook became a 
widespread morning past-time for the 
readership of the Sun-News Pictorial.

Geoff first gained international 
recognition in 1967 for his cartoon 
about the end of the Six Day War 
entitled “The Three Wiser Men” – it was 
republished widely outside of Australia, 
including in The Times.

In 1987 Geoff won the award for 
Humorous Illustration in the Australian 
Black and White Artists Club’s Awards.  
Also in 1987, Geoff won the award for 
the Best Political Cartoon at the The 
International Cartoon Festival at 
Knokke-Heist, Belgium and in 1991 he 
won the award for the Best Press Cartoon 
at the same festival.

Geoff retired from the daily Herald Sun 
in early 1993, but continued to freelance 
doing a regular editorial cartoon for the 
Sunday Herald Sun while devoting his 
time primarily to painting.  This 
continued until 2000 when he largely 
stopped cartooning after holding his first 
exhibition at the Australian Guild of 
Realistic Artists (AGRA) and pursued his 
love of painting full time.  Since then 
Geoff has widely exhibited at regional art 
shows and Galleries around Australia, 
and held a second exhibition at the 
AGRA Gallery in 2005.

Over the course of his career Geoff has 
done numerous cartoons and 
illustrations for papers, magazines and 
46 books, including two children’s books 
written by his son, Brendan, and a 
children’s book of his own, “Jamie, the 
Jumbo Jet”, which was first published in 
the mid 1970s and was revised and 
reprinted in 1998.
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Since retiring from fulltime cartooning, 
Geoff was awarded the Australian Black 
and White Artists Club’s Silver Stanley 
Award for lifetime achievement in 1998, 
and in 2009, he was awarded a lifetime 
achievement award by the Melbourne 
Press Club. In January 2012, Geoff  was 
awarded an OAM for “service to the 
print media as a political and social 
commentator, and as a cartoonist”.

Affiliations:

• Life member of the Black and White 
Artists Club (now called the Australian 
Cartoonists’ Association).

• Life Member of the Melbourne Press 
Club.

• Life Member of The Media, 
Entertainment and Arts Alliance.

• Life Governor of the Royal Victorian 
Institute for the Blind’

• A Patron of the Amputees Association 
of Victoria, Member of the Australian

• Guild of Realistic Artists, and

• Member of the Peninsula Arts Society

Geoff contributed the following reaction 
to the outcome of the Southern Catholic 
Secondary Schools Restructuring, which 
resulted in the end of Years 11 & 12 at St 
Virgil’s along with the loss of the Barrack 
St Campus of the College to the newly 
formed Guilford Young College.

Nettlefold, Hon. 
Robert (Bob) Richard  
(SVC 1941-42)

A Tasmanian Supreme Court judge has 
been remembered as a considered and 
thoughtful man. Justice Robert Nettlefold 
died on August 23 2018, aged 93.

Bob was admitted to the Bar in 1948, 
became a judge in the early 1970s and 
retired in the early 1990s. 

A senior legal identity noted, “Justice 
Nettlefold was considered by many to be 
a careful and considered judge who 
always took into account the affect the 
court process had on those who 
appeared before him. Whenever you 
appeared before him you knew the 
matter before him would be considered 
very, very carefully”. 

Tasmanian Bar President, Chris Gunson 
SC, paid tribute to Justice Nettlefold. 
“The Bar recognises the extensive 
contribution to the law that Justice 
Nettlefold has made,” Mr Gunson said.

Justice Nettlefold’s funeral was held at 
Holy Spirit Church Sandy Bay on August 
27 with many Old Virgilians in attendance. 

Robert Nettlefold (second from left) with fellow Supreme Court 
justices William Cox (svc 1946-47), Frank Neasey and Sir Guy Green 
in 1987.

Bannerman, David 
Anthony Patrick 
2.2.1932 - 1.8.2018

Loved and loving husband of Val for 63 
years.  Much loved father Tim (SVC 
1970-74), Paul (SVC 1978-85) and 
Michael (SVC 1986-90). Grandfather of 
Oscar (SVC 2012-15).

Barnes, Stanley Ernest 
(Stan) 
(SVC staff 1973-88)

Passed away June 28, 2018 at the Robina 
Hospital, Gold Coast. 
Late of Hobart. Aged 82 years. Beloved 
husband of Bette.

Much loved father of Stanley, Paul (SVC 
staff 1997-2001) and Liz.

St Virgil’s College acknowledges the 
enormous contribution Stan made at the 
Austins Ferry campus during his sixteen 
years as Head Groundsman.  He was an 
outstanding worker and a ‘jack-of-all-
trades’. The College extends its sympathies 
to his wife Bette, son Paul, who was also a 
member of the maintenance staff for a 
number of year, and to other members of 
the Barnes family.

Hope, Margaret 
Mary (nee Reardon)
Late of Cygnet, passed away peacefully in 
Adelaide, October 3, 2018. Loving wife 
of Greg, (SVC 1958-62), daughter of Dan 
and Thelma Reardon (dec), sister of 
Maureen, Danny (SVC 1955-59), Janet 
(dec) and Anthony. RIP. Sister-in-law of 
Fr Chris Hope (SVC 1952-57).
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Jacobs, Anthony John 
(Tony) 
25.6.1946 - 20.10.2018 (SVC 1955-64)

Cherished husband of Sue. Loved father 
of Damien, Renee and Marcel and 
father-in-law of Kim and John.

 JARVIS, Joan Ellen 
(Late of Penguin) 
 20.10.1918 - 17.9.2018

Passed away peacefully at a private 
nursing home in her 100th year.

Mother of Rod (SVC 1959-61) and Gary 
(SVC 1958-61).

Kelly, Brendan 
13.4.1949 – 27.10.2018 (SVC 1963-68) 

 His life trials are now over and behind 
him. A St Virgil’s College Old Boy, MSC 
Seminarian and Social Welfare 
Consultant. He leaves family in Stawell, 
Victoria and his brother Sean (SVC 1956-
61) in Hobart.

  

Mahoney, Heather 
Elizabeth 
21.1.1951 - 10.8.2018

 Loving wife of Colin for 49 years. Loved 
mother of Justin (SVC 1986-89), Christie 
and Matthew (SVC 1992-95).

 

MAHER, John
Passed away peacefully on August 4, 2018.

Loved father of Graeme (SVC 1972-77).

McGee (nee Jones), 
Christine Helen 
(Chris) 
27. 9.1947 - 1.9.2018

Passed away peacefully after a long 
illness. Much loved wife of Adrian (SVC 
1956-57). Loving mother of Rhiannon 
and Nicholas. Nan of Liam and Emma. 
Sister-in-law of Anthony (SVC 1953-58)

O’Rourke, Alan Gerard 
14.9.1931 - 5.8.2018

Devoted husband of Denise (dec).

Loved and loving brother of Barbara, 
Monica, John (SVC1941-46), Hilary, 
Terence (SVC 1942 – 46), David (SVC 
1949-51) Rodney (SVC 1952-57)(all 
dec.), Mary and Brian (SVC 1951-55).

Sarne, Christine Kay 
29.11.1951 - 24.9.2018

Passed away peacefully at the Gibson 
Unit after a short illness. Dearly loved 
wife of Tony (dec). (SVC 1959-62)
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