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It was indeed an honour to be appointed 
Acting Principal of this great College for 
the 2017 academic year whilst College 
Principal Mr Damian Messer moved to 
Adelaide to lead Rostrevor College for 
the year. The responsibility that comes 
with this role, and particularly the place 
the College has in the life of Catholic 
Education in Tasmania is certainly not 
lost on me. In taking up the challenge 
presented it is important to reflect on 
what it is I am called to lead; for without 
understanding who and what we are, 
how can we know how to lead? I put this 
same premise to the Student Leaders at 
the Commissioning Assembly at the 
commencement of the year.  

I suggested that this is a question for all of 
us in our community to reflect upon. Our 
Strategic Theme for 2017 ‘We Belong’, 
aims to address this. It was put to the boys 
at the Commissioning that we belong to a 
legacy of 106 years and many thousands of 
men who call themselves Old Virgilians, 
and in fact this year we celebrate the 
centenary of the Old Virgilians 
Association. We belong to, and to some 
extent are custodians of, a proud history 
formed by the Christian Brothers; a legacy 
that continues to be enriched and 
expanded by our membership of Edmund 
Rice Education Australia. We belong to a 
Catholic community informed by Jesus of 
the Gospels. Importantly for our boys to 
understand we belong to a community 
that has among its history examples of 
outstanding community leaders, of men 
committed to the service of others, of 
devoted family men, decent citizens 
leading a decent life. 

From the 
Acting Principal

According to the College’s Heritage Roll 
of Honour, at the official opening of St 
Virgil’s College in 1911, Brother M 
McCarthy expressed his aspirations for 
the new College.  “The College would 
be,” he proclaimed, “synonymous with 
all that was broadest and best, most 
liberal, and most progressive in the 
educational work in the State”. He 
hoped that, “year by year, it would send 
forth a stream of young men of well-
trained intelligence, of strong moral 
character, and of high ideals, young men 
who would enter as a vitalizing force into 
the social, intellectual, and civic life of 
the country and contribute the part of 
good citizens to its progress.” A 
wonderful set of aspirations for our boys 
and timely to revisit in the year where we 
proudly proclaim, ‘We Belong’.  

The completion of building works on 
the Dwyer Wing at Austins Ferry have 
been much anticipated. These bright, 
completely transformed classrooms 
feature large areas of glass, creative 
break out spaces for group work, state of 
the art digital technology for learning 
and teaching and modern practical 
furniture. This now means that our boys 
have access to classroom facilities unlike 
anything in the history of the College 
and are certainly second to none in any 
school in Tasmania. Together with the 
work on the Dwyer Wing has been the 
completion of the roof covering the 
entire quad, meaning that the boys are 
completely protected from the harsh 
Austins Ferry winters with its steady rains 
and icy winds! 
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We look forward as a College community 
to celebrating the annual Edmund Rice 
Mass. In 1802, Edmund Rice 
commenced his first school for boys in 
Waterford, Ireland.  Joined by men who 
became known as the Christian Brothers, 
Edmund extended his mission of 
providing education to poor youth 
throughout Ireland and beyond, 
including Australia. As a sign of 
adherence to our founder we join with a 
range of other Tasmanian Catholic 
schools who have a connection to 
Edmund Rice in their establishment and 
celebrate Edmund Rice Day with Mass at 
the Derwent Entertainment Centre.

We were delighted to hear the news that 
Grade 10 student Jaidyn Gluskie had 
been a recipient of the Frank McDonald 
Memorial Prize. Open to all Grade Nine 
students in Tasmanian schools, the Frank 
McDonald Memorial Prize has been 
established to honour Tasmania’s last 
World War 1 veteran, Frank MacDonald 
MM. The Prize is an essay-based 
competition that helps promote and 
preserve the meaning of the Anzac spirit 
in the Tasmanian community. Prize 
winners have the opportunity to study 
Australia’s participation in the Great War 
by taking a study tour to visit significant 
World War I landmarks and battlefields 
on the Western Front in Europe. 
Students also undertake research into 
individual soldiers who fought in World 
War 1 as part of the preparation for their 
trip to Belgium and France. 

Jaidyn has recently returned from his 
experience of touring the Western Front 

having visited places enshrined in 
Australian history such as Fromelles, 
Menin Gate, Pozieres and the dawn 
service at Villers-Bretonneux. While on 
the trip Jaidyn conducted a pilgrimage 
to the grave of foundation St Virgil’s 
student  Pte John William Patrick 
O’Halloran who was at the College on its 
first day in 1911. 

Reflecting on our past enables us to truly 
appreciate the future and the exciting 
learning programmes available to 
students. Under Mr Cameron Alexander’s 
leadership this year we have introduced 
an innovative middle years core 
programme for Grade 7 and 8 students.  
Students in these years are no longer 
studying the traditional core subjects, 
such as English and Mathematics, but 
now have two classes, Core One and Two, 
which take an integrated learning 
approach across the traditional learning 
areas.  This model reduces the number of 
teachers that each boy has contact with 
allowing for much stronger student-
teacher relationships.  These changes 
have allowed for the establishment of 
stronger student-teacher relationships as 
well as the ability for a much greater 
depth of learning. 

With the re-development of the Nagle 
and Dwyer blocks we also now have 
teaching spaces that are tailored to this 
approach.  Learning has also been 
moved outside of the classroom with an 
extensive programme of Middle Years 
Day trips developed in conjunction with 
the Outdoor Education Department.  
These trips allow boys to bring the 

learning from their classes alive in field 
trips which are linked to current studies.

The year ahead for the College is an 
exciting one as we consolidate our 
teaching and learning programmes and 
our built facilities. Our theme of ‘We 
Belong’ centres us in remembering what 
it is that is special and unique at our 
College, and how we belong to 
something that is bigger than the here 
and now. At the conclusion of the 
Commissioning I took the opportunity 
to challenge our young men to 
understand the privilege bestowed upon 
them as students of our College, and to 
build bridges to the service of others, not 
erect walls to exclude people. Further we 
will be issuing the challenge to be 
courageous and speak up, be inspired by 
those that came before them, and above 
all else strive to gain a deeper 
understanding of what it is to which ‘We 
Belong’. 

Facere et Docere - To do and to teach

Terry Blizzard  
Acting Principal 

‘In taking up the challenge presented it 
is important to reflect on what it is I am 
called to lead; for without understanding 
who and what we are, how can we know 
how to lead? I put this same premise to the 
Student Leaders at the Commissioning 
Assembly at the commencement of the year.’
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2017 Student Leadership 

Liam Wat l ing 

Col lege  Capta in

Steven  Roach
Col lege  V ice  Capta in

House Leaders 

Doyle
Service - Jaiden Gluskie 

Spirit - Kane Symons 

Sport - Isaac Manson

Dwyer
Service - Alex Fracalossi 

Spirit - Bibhav Pokhrel 

Sport - Zac Welsh

Hessian
Service - Tom Messer 

Spirit - Alex Findlay 

Sport - Harrison Bodnar

Joyce
Service - Lucas Hlis 

Spirit - Joshua Brooks 

Sport - Joshua Clifford

Junior School 

Doyle
Captain - Will Busch  

Vice Captain - Alexander Bennet 

Aussie Sport - William Ashby

Dwyer
Captain - Ayrton Cooke 

Vice Captain - Jewd Careless 

Aussie Sport - Jensen Cooke

Hessian
Captain - Charlie Banks 

Vice Captain - Caerwyn James 

Aussie Sport - Krystian Jankowiak

Joyce
Captain - Fletcher Marron 

Vice Captain - Riley Ferguson 

Aussie Sport - Michael Crouch

Oscar  Paprotny

Hess ian  Pre fec t

Wi l l  Peppin  

Joyce  Pre fec t

L iam Wel sh
Dwyer  Pre fec t

Jake  Pul len
Doy le  Pre fec t

Jack  Pr i t chard
Junior  School  Capta in

Kobi  GrayJunior  School  V ice  Capta in

Congratulations to the following boys who have taken up the challenge of student leadership in 2017. May all boys in discharging 
their duties be inspired by the ultimate servant leader Jesus Christ and lead at all times in a just, inclusive and inspirational manner. 
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Edmund Rice 
Network Mass 

Making a ‘Head & Heart and 
Hands and Feet’ Response

On Friday May 5 the College community 
gathered with almost 2000 other 
followers of Blessed Edmund Rice to 
celebrate the Tasmanian Edmund Rice 
Network Mass at the Derwent 
Entertainment Centre. This day 
recognises Blessed Edmund Rice the 
founder of the Christian Brothers, who 
in 1802, commenced his first school for 
the impoverished and downtrodden boys 
in Waterford, Ireland. Inspired by his 
readings of the bible and his own great 
faith he passionately believed that the 
boys in his school could be liberated 
through education. In time others were 
inspired by his passion and the order 
known today as the Christian Brothers 
was formed with schools soon opening in 
Dublin and other parts of Ireland. 

His ministry quickly spread and 
extended to all points of the globe 
including Australia where in 1868 the 
Brothers opened Parade College. 
Schools opened around Australia 
including in 1911 St Virgil’s College. The 
Brothers were also involved with schools 
in Launceston, Cygnet, Mornington and 
Bridgewater to name a few. In recent 
times Edmund Rice Camps have taken 
their motivation from Edmund’s ministry 
as have the Flexible Learning Centres 
across Australia. 

The Tasmanian Catholic schools and 
ministries represented at Mass for 
Blessed Edmund Rice were: St Virgil’s 
College, Old Virgilians Association, 
Edmund Rice Camps, Guilford Young 
College, St Patrick’s College Launceston, 
St Paul’s School, Bridgewater, Holy 
Rosary Catholic School, Claremont, St 
James College Cygnet, St Mary’s College 
and MacKillop College. 

The Edmund Rice Education Australia 
Justice & Peace Framework is being 
implemented at St Virgil’s as part of a two 
part programme incorporating the 
Framework’s four focus areas, Head, 
Heart, Hands and Feet. Initial sessions are 
based on the themes of the Head & Heart: 
faith, peace and knowledge, and becoming 
familiar with the structural causes of 
injustice. Students at each year level (and 
staff) have met people who work for justice 
and peace, and have heard their stories of 
resistance, courage, identity and purpose. 
These experiences deepen our boys’ 
thinking about such issues, hopefully 
planting the seeds for a compassionate or 
‘heart’ response. 

If the seed is planted in the heart students 
have the opportunity to respond to what 
they’ve heard through a more practical 
second session, Hands & Feet. This 
extends their initial experience into 
action: solidarity with the marginalised, 
service and advocacy, and creating real 
hope and possibilities for a better world at 
a local and global level.

Both the Junior School and the Senior 
School communities were incredibly 
privileged to hear from David Nyuol 
Vincent as a part of a Head & Heart justice 
and peace initiative. David was one of the 
Lost Boys of Sudan. His amazing, 
emotional story is one of incredible 
resilience beyond anything any of us could 
imagine – fleeing his village with his father 
as an eight year old and walking day and 
night every day for three months, a child 
soldier at aged 12, having to live in a 
refugee camp in Kenya until he was 
twenty-six and then being sent on his own 
to a foreign country (Australia) that he 
knew nothing about. In every possible way 
David’s story challenges us to reflect on 
the privileged lives we live.  

As a result of the profoundly moving 
engagement with David, students and staff 
have commenced work on a ‘Hands and 
Feet’ response. Our community has been 
inspired to create a Recognition Garden 
for Children affected by War. Boys 
recognised that war was a constant 
through history, locally, nationally and 
internationally. As a starting point students 
researched a child affected by war. 

These children may have come from the 
past such as the Black War in Tasmania or 
the Holocaust or those affected by 
current conflicts, such as children in Syria 
or Sudan, child soldiers, land-mine 
victims and asylum seekers. Some boys 
made contact with children in 
immigration detention or interviewing 
relatives and friends. 

The Recognition Garden will be planted 
from June 26 to 30 with students given a 
small recognition grass, shrub or tree to 
plant in a reflective garden in a ceremony 
during which the students introduce the 
story of their child. Their research will also 
be collated into a book in both hardcopy 
and digital formats, which will serve to 
interpret the garden and be used as a 
compelling resource to better inform 
understandings of peace and support 
studies within the social sciences.  

The Recognition Garden will provide a 
place for reflection, contemplation, 
thanksgiving and remembrance. It will be 
a place of peace and a tangible sign of our 
commitment to learn from the past and to 
build a school, a community, a state, a 
country and a world where peace reigns 
and is valued implicitly by men and 
women of all backgrounds. 

We are very excited that David Nyuol 
Vincent will return to the College to open 
the Garden in Term 4. 
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1.	 David Nyuol Vincent and Justice and Peace Coordinator 
Bridget Jenkins 

2.	 David addressing the Junior School 

3.	 David with Alex Shain from Reconciliation Australia 

4.	 Aboriginal elder Rob Anders performing a smoking ceremony 
as part of the staff welcome to 2017 academic year

5.	 Students working on the College’s Reconciliation Mural

6.	 Long time canteen volunteer ‘Goldy’ receiving his Volunteer of 
the Year Award from Manager Carol Hilyer 

4

5

6
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SVC says No 
to Bullying
National Day of Action 
Against Bullying 
Service Leaders, Alexander Findlay, Josh 
Brooks, Kane Symons and Bibhav 
Pokhrel led students in activities on 
Friday March 17 to mark the National 
Day of Action Against Bullying. The day 
providesd an opportunity for the College 
community to reflect on the role that 
every person has to play in sending the 
message that bullying will not be 
tolerated at St Virgil’s.

It is likely that we can never state that we 
are free of bullying however, we can 
assure all members of our community 
that we will:

•	 Take all allegations of bullying 
seriously and act on them;

•	 Provide support for all parties 
involved;

•	 Seek to restore damaged relationships 
through use of restorative practices. 
This could include a meeting involving 
all those affected;

•	 Provide suitable assistance and support 
for the victim and bully; and

•	 Implement the College discipline 
system – restorative practice, 
detention, suspension, behavioural 
contract for example. 

We thank our student leaders for being 
proactive in engaging all students in this 
important area of school and 
community life. 
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1-2.	 ANZAC Day

3.	 First day back for staff for the 2017 academic year

4-5.	 Senior School Ash Wednesday Liturgy
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It was pleasing to see a large contingent 
of  boys and staff represent the College 
at ANZAC Day ceremonies across 
Hobart. This day of respect in our 
nation’s calendar offers the opportunity 
for our College, in a small but significant 
way, to pay tribute to the legacy of past 
students who have contributed to the 
pursuit of peace and freedom 
throughout the world. So many of the 
boys present on the day had a family 
connection and were able to proudly 
wear medals and publicly display their 
own sense of pride. 

Time and 
Space Mother 
and Son 
Evening 
In March we were thrilled to have 77 pairs 
of mothers and son attend our annual 
Mother and Son evening hosted by 
renowned parenting programme 
facilitator Bill Jennings. This is was great 
success and wonderful to see so many 
mother and sons discuss their experience 
of transition into the College. 

The College is very fortunate to have the 
services of Bill Jennings from Time and 
Space to facilitate this programme and 
other experiences for parents including 
the Grade 8 Father and Son evening and 
the Time and Space programme and 
camp for Grade 9 and 10 families. 

ANZAC 
Day
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1.	 Ben Steele with community hero Peter Burleigh who rendered 
assistance to our boys at the scene of the bus accident at Rosny 
Hill in February. 

2.	 Grade 10 students attending GYC Careers Expo

3.	 Farewell to the much loved Julie Abel (centre),  the College’s 
Food Technology Assistant who had re-located to the Gold 
Coast after 17 years of service to SVC 

4-5.	 Launch of Catholic Education Week at 
Government House 

6.	 God = Love – a great photo opportunity on Maundy Thursday 

7.	 Students in Ms Foxen’s Food Technology made muffins for 
homeless men as part of support for St Vincent de Paul

7

6

5
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1 Catholic 
Education 
Week
During March, at least in a formal way, we 
celebrated Catholic Education – something 
that we as a College and you as parents hold 
very dearly. 

To commence the week a contingent 
of enthusiastic boys joined with the 
wider Hobart community to join in 
the commencement of Catholic 
Education Week. 

Students also represented the College at 
Mass where staff from Catholic Schools and 
Colleges were recognised for their service 
to Catholic Education – St Virgil’s College 
has five staff members being recognised for 
25 years of service to Catholic Education 
Richard Hill , Jo Messer, Simon Orlowski, 
Andrew Pinelli  and Dwayne Stewart. 

The College Jazz ensemble comprised of 
Lucas Hlis, Christopher McGuinness-Terry, 
Harry Prior and former student Jarrod 
Hunter performed for Parliamentarians 
and Tasmanian Catholic Principals at the 
launch of Catholic Education Week at 
Parliament House. 

The gentleman played a selection of jazz 
standards and blues pieces to a very 
appreciative crowd. 
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1-2.	 Grade 10 Hospitality

3.	 Grade 9 Food Technology

4.	 Our stunning new classrooms in the Dwyer Wing

1

3

2

Senior 
School
Grade 9 
Outdoor Education
During Term 1 Grade 9 students 
participated in Outdoor Education 
experiences in different parts of the 
State. It was fantastic to see the boys take 
on the responsibility of organising 
themselves, cooking and working with 
their fellow classmates to achieve 
positive outcomes.

We have had one trip head out to the 
west coast where the boys went white 
water rafting down the King River, 
walked/swam up the Upper Franklin 
River and braved the thrilling rapids 
down the Brady’s Lake slalom course. 

The other trip saw students head over to 
the other side of Tasmania on the sunny 
East Coast at Freycinet Peninsula. 

This trip offered a range of activities that 
the boys rotated through over three days 
including surfing, rock climbing and 
coasteering. 

As a College we are very fortunate to be 
able to offer such amazing and 
adventurous Outdoor Education 
experiences. 

All students should make the most of 
this opportunity to challenge themselves, 
enjoy some time away from their regular 
schedule and try new things.
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1-2.	 My Fair Lady Rehearsals
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1

My Fair Lady
St Virgil’s College in conjunction with St 
Mary’s College will present the musical, 
‘My Fair Lady,’ for three performances 
from Thursday June 29 through to 
Saturday July 1. Tickets for the show are 
on sale at www.trybooking.com/274915

The cast of students have been rehearsing 
for hours each week since the beginning 
of Term 1 to bring the well-loved songs 
and script to life. The production is one 
of the most classic musicals of all time 
with catchy, hummable melodies and 
witty lyrics. Well-known songs include 
‘Wouldn’t it be Loverly’, ‘Get me to the 
Church on Time’ and ‘The Rain in 
Spain’. It is a fantastic show that all the 
family would enjoy.  

The Musical: Pompous phonetics 
Professor Henry Higgins takes a bet from 
Colonel Pickering that he can transform 
an unrefined, and working class Cockney 
flower girl Eliza Doolittle into a lady, and 
fool everyone into thinking she really is 
one, too! He does, and thus young 
aristocrat Freddy Eynsford-Hill falls madly 
in love with her. But when Higgins takes 
all the credit and forgets to acknowledge 
her efforts, Eliza angrily leaves him for 
Freddy, and suddenly Higgins realizes 
he’s grown accustomed to her face and 
can’t really live without it.

The Cast: Christopher McGuinness-Terry 
as Professor Henry Higgins, Lucinda 
Smith as Miss Eliza Doolittle, Jaidyn 
Gluskie as Colonel Pickering, Lucas Hlis 
as Alfred P. Doolittle, Grace Boxall as 
Mrs Pearce, Gianni Sen as Mrs Higgins 
and Jacob Braid as Freddy Eynsford-Hill. 
The show is directed by Jennifer White 
and produced by Jodie Williams.

Times: 7.30 p.m. - Thursday, June 29, 
Friday, June 30 and Saturday, July 1.
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Place: The Joyce Performance Centre, St 
Virgil’s College, Austins Ferry

Tickets can only be purchased at 
www.trybooking.com/274915

The Cast 
Professor Higgins                                       
Christopher McGuinness-Terry

Eliza Doolittle                                             
Lucinda Smith

Colonel Pickering                                      
Jaidyn Gluskie 

Alfred P. Doolittle                                                
Lucas Hlis

Mrs Higgins                                                       
Gianni Posadus-Sen

Freddy Eynsford-Hill                                
Jacob Braid 

Zoltan Karpathy                                         
Kerem Turhal

Mrs Pearce                                                         
Grace Boxall

Jami  - Doolitle’s Companion 
Will Lonergan        

Teddy – Doolittle’s Companion        
William Norris

Mrs Eynsford-Hill                                       
Isabella Cox

‘Loverly’ Cockneys                                      
Bryce Tollard-Williams 
Vishal Verma 
Tom Messer

Mrs Hopkins                                                      
April McDougall

Butler                                                                   
Tom Messer

Servants                                                              
Vishal Verma 
Ryan Fehlberg 
Kerem Turhal 

Jacob Braid 
April McDougall 
Jorja Geeves 
Fay Burke

Lord Boxington                                            
Luke Burgess

Selsey Man                                                          
Kerem Turhal

Footman                                                              
Joshua Skelly 
Joshua Murray

Ensemble 
Ronan Mosenthal, Harry Prior, Lucien 
Foong, Joshua Skelly, Joshua Murray, 
Luke Burgess, Jacob Braid, Vishal Verma, 
Ryan Felhberg, Tom Messer, Bryce 
Tollard-Williams, William Norris, Will 
Lonergan, Zoe Seymour, Claire 
Heathon, April McDougall, Jorja Geeves, 
Gabrielle Saxton-Hiller, Becky Deighton, 
Selamwit Woldeabzghi, Ella Dodge, 
Charlotte Leonard, Chloe Anning
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1.	 Luke Burgess hosting a visiting student from Yaizu in Japan 

2-3.	 Aboriginal students visited Big Dog Island to learn about the 
traditional practice of mutton birding and other local traditions

4-6.	 New Beginnings Programme

The College is pleased to be working 
with Old Virgilian Mitch McPherson to 
deliver the Speak Up Stay ChatTY 
schools program. SPEAK UP! 

Stay ChatTY is a registered not for profit 
charity that works to help prevent suicide 
by spreading the message that nothing is 
so bad that you can’t talk about it.

Mitch McPherson established the 
organisation after his younger brother 
Ty took his own life in 2013. 

Mitch shares his personal story of loss, in 
a bid to encourage others to speak up 
and seek help when they have issues or 
go through difficult times.

 Mitch has worked with staff and the 
Grade 9 and 10 students to enhance 
their awareness, and build their 
knowledge and skills to achieve and 
maintain positive mental health. 

The feedback from these sessions has 
been extremely positive and we feel very 
fortunate to have had Mitch as such a 
powerful role model for our boys.

Grade 9 and 
10 Speak Up 
Stay ChatTY

4
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Junior 
School
EREA Heads of Junior 
School Conference 
Congratulations to all our music students 
who performed to Catholic Education 
leaders at the EREA Junior School Leaders 
Conference . The Grade 6 Band had their 
fist performance for the year and 
performed brilliantly. The Junior School 
flute ensemble was also impressive with the 
medley of pieces they performed. Harry 
Prior and Jaidyn Gluskie played the piano 
and entertained the conference 
participants with background music at 
their dinner at SMOLT on Tuesday 
evening. We have many students at this 
College who are talented within the Arts 
and it is always good to see them 
showcasing their talent and making what 
they have been learning in music classes a 
truly authentic learning experience.

Caritas Cup
In Term 1 boys participated in the Caritas 
Cup. Whilst this was a bit of fun for our 
boys, the seriousness of the event was duly 
noted and the work of Caritas Australia 
greatly admired and appreciated. Boys 
eagerly returned Project Compassion 
boxes for collection in House groups and 
House Leaders conducted activities, all of 
which had a third world theme, further 
reinforcing the significance of the day.

3

2

41

1.	 Speak up Stay ChatTY Mitch McPherson 

2.	 New Beginnings – Grade 7 boys learning about our Catholic 
traditions with Fr Suresh 

3.	 2017 Student Leaders 

4.	 Grade 7 Service Programme 
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1-2.	 Grade 5 Camp 

3-5.	 Junior School Art 

5

4

5
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Grade 5 Camp, 
Port Arthur
What wonderful weather blessed Grade 5 
whilst they visited Port Arthur and 
surrounds. The Grade 5 Camp was a 
fantastic three day camp experience which 
enabled boys to learn a bit more about 
themselves and their mates whilst also 
learning more about Tasmania’s history. 

On the first day, teams of boys were 
challenged to build floating rafts using tyre 
inner-tubes, planks of wood and rope. The 
raft designs were clever and the team work 
was terrific. Another highlight from this day 
was fishing and even though Lucas Smith 
was the only boy to catch anything, this 
activity was greatly enjoyed by all. The 
barbecue dinner was also a hit with many 
boys helping out with setting out the meal 
and cleaning up afterwards.

The second day was non-stop from morning 
until night. We walked in to the Port Arthur 
Historic Site where some excellent guides 
took us on tours of the area. 

We also enjoyed a ferry ride, viewing Port 
Arthur from the water. After lunch, we 
researched convicts, made bricks and went 
on a scavenger hunt. We built volcanoes on 
the beach and, after a delicious dinner 
cooked by Mr Pinelli, set the volcanoes 
alight as dusk fell. Many tired boys fell 
asleep quickly on this night!

On the final day, after breakfast and 
packing up our cabins, we travelled south to 
Crescent Bay. Here we conquered a massive 
sand dune and then enjoyed swimming and 
other beach activities. 
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1.	 Isaac Dixon with his State Athletics medals - two Gold, 
three Silver and  one bronze

2.	 House Swimming Carnival

3.	 Caritas Cup

4.	 Under 12 Soccer Team

Fittingly, we then had a long weekend to 
rest and recover after a wonderful 
experience at camp!

Special thank you to the dads who were 
able to come along and help out. 
Congratulations and thank you to Miss 
Lack, Mrs Scanlon and Mrs Read for their 
organisation and running of a really 
successful outdoor educational experience 
for the boys.

Quicksmart 
A number of boys in Grades 5 and 6 have 
been identified to receive some additional 
assistance through the intervention 
programme for Numeracy called 
‘QuickSmart’.  

These boys were identified from data 
collected by the College from a variety of 
traditional assessments undertaken as well 
as placement tests through QuickSmart. 
The programme is also being used at the 
senior school. 

Early stages of the implementation have 
shown that boys have greatly enjoyed 
working through the Quicksmart levels and 
have reported increases in understanding 
and confidence. 

The College will utilise the findings from 
Quicksmart and other programmes to 
monitor the progress of students to ensure 
that learning opportunities are maximised 
for all boys.
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1.	 Junior School Ash Wednesday Mass 

2-4.	 Caritas Cup 

5.	 Grade 4 Camp 

5

4

5
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Music Captains 
Music Captains and Deputy Captains are 
in charge of ‘setting the standards of 
excellence’ in their various music 
ensembles at St Virgil’s. 

They are challenged to be a great role 
model for all students where they 
demonstrate excellence, and motivate 
and encourage their ensembles to 
perform at a high level of excellence. 

They are also responsible for helping to 
organise Band equipment and music  for 
performances.

The success of the bands and choirs is 
directly related to the effectiveness and 
commitment of the music ensemble 
captains, and their ability to inspire hard 
work and lead their peers to excellence.

The Grade 6 Band Captains for 
2017 are:

Band Captain 
Caerwyn James

Band Vice-Captain 
Sam Halys

The Junior School Choir Captains for 
2017 are:

Choir Captain 
Francesco Mucci

Choir Vice-Captain 
Michael Crouch
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1-4.	 Grade 9 Outdoor Education Experience 
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EREA Soccer 
Threepeat! 
Congratulations to our all conquering 
1st XI soccer team who won their third 
EREA soccer premiership in a row. 
During the tournament the boys played 
excellent soccer to defeat EREA schools 
from across Australia, including Mr 
Messer’s school Rostrevor College 
Adelaide in the Grand Final. 

The win was a hard fought 1-0 win over 
Rostrevor sealed by a last minute winner 
from Alex Findlay which sent the boys into 
raptures and ensured they didn’t have to 
defend the slender lead for too long. Man 
of the match was Sam Cornelius. 

The Grand Final was a great game from 
both teams and was played in a tough but 
fair manner befitting our EREA schools.

Well done to all players and to coaches 
Mr Lucas and Mr McDonald. 

Sport

EREA Soccer Champions  
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 Rowing Stars! 
Chris McGuinness-Terry and Tom Messer 
represented the University Boat Club at 
the Australian Rowing Titles in Sydney in 
April. Chris had an amazing carnival 
coming away with two silver medals 
(under 17 individual and paired sculls) 
in a performance that will be sure to 
grab the attention of National rowing 
coaches. Tom also performed very well 
making semi finals in his two races, a 
great effort given the depth of talent at 
the Nationals. 

The boys selection was prompted by a 
highly successful regatta at the 
Tasmanian All School Championships at 
Lake Barrington: 

Under 16 Single Scull Champion 
Christopher McGuinness-Terry

Under 16 Double Scull 
2nd Place: Christopher McGuinness-
Terry and Tom Messer

Well done also to Old Virgilians Jarred 
Wiesse/Nick Cash who won Gold in the 
Under 19 Men’s Lightweight Pairs and 
Alec Paterson who won Bronze in Under 
23 Men’s Lightweight Single sculls.

Surf’s Up! 
Congratulations to Kane Symons and 
Matt Lynch who competed with great 
skill and flair at the Tasmanian School 
Surfing Championships. It was an 
awesome result for Kane and Matt who 
placed 1st and 2nd respectively in the 
keenly contested Division 2 section 
against surfers from across the State.

1.	 Water Polo 

2.	 Riley Smith 

3.	 SVC 1st XI - EREA Cricket Tournament

4.	 SVC boys Owen Bester and Liam Gerathy were featured in 
The Mercury promoting the Australia Day Rowing Regatta

5-6.	 Head of the River

6

5

4

3

3

2
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1-2.	 Grade 7 Basketball Grand Final 

3-4.	 House Cross Country 

5.	 2017 Rowing Team 

4

2

3

1
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A Massive Ton! 
Well done to Grade 10 student Riley 
Smith who made a swashbuckling 138no 
off 64 balls against Hutchins. Opening 
the batting Riley smashed 10 sixes and 
14 fours in an almost chanceless knock 
(he was dropped once on 126!). Riley’s 
amazing knock featured a 215.62% strike 
rate and is believed to be the highest 
score ever recorded on the Barry Irons 
(Top) Oval at Hutchins.

As his statistics highlight, Riley favours the 
leg side but as he noted, “they just kept 
bowling short”! Well done Riley!

Batting Statistics 
Runs 138 
Balls 64 
0s - 19 
1s - 20 
2s - 1 
3s - 0 
4s -14  
6s - 10

Athletics 
Lincoln Arnold and George McLeod had 
a day out at the Little Athletics State Relay 
Championships held at the North West 
(Penguin) Track.  Lincoln and George 
were part of the Under 14 Hobart 
Districts team.  They were outstanding 
with brilliant running and lightning 
changes and were able to beat all three 
standing State records. Unfortunately, 
Ryan Gale was an original team member 
but had to pull out due to injury.

Results 
4 x 100m - Gold and broke the State 
record by 2 seconds.

4 x 200m - Gold and smashed the State 
record by 5 seconds.

Swedish relay - Gold and smashed the 
State record by 8 seconds.
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JSSATIS Swimming 
Carnival
In Term 1 our swimming team 
participated in the JSSATIS Swimming 
Carnival.  Our rivals in the pool at 
JSSATIS are Hutchins, Friends, SHC and 
Dominic.  On the day The Friends 
School dominated most events.  The 
lucky number for us on the day 
appeared to be three as we placed 3rd in 
most events – a great effort given the 
quality of competition.  

Daniel Wylie however was the exception 
to the rule, posting some outstanding 
results  - winning the Grade 5 Division A 
50m Freestyle, 50m Breaststroke, 50m 
Backstroke and placed 3rd in the Open 
50m Butterfly against a couple of Grade 
6 swimmers.  Our Grade 6 boys did well 
in their 50m freestyle events placing 2nd 
in three of the four Divisions. 

The most exciting relay of the day was 
the Grade 3 50m freestyle relay. The 
Grade 3 relay boys were Oliver Byrne, 
Charlie Cubit, William Richmond and 
Isaac Dixon.  The first two legs of the 
race were tight until William Richmond 
swam an exciting third leg moving the 
boys from 4th place into 2nd which they 
maintained to the end.  All boys are to 
be congratulated for the way they 
participated on the day and the 
sportsmanship displayed.

Well done to Grade 10 student Harry 
Andrerson who walked the Kokoda trail 
during the April term break.  

Kokoda is a single-file foot thoroughfare 
that runs one way 96 kilometers overland 
through the Owen Stanley Range in 
Papua New Guinea. 

The track is the most famous in Papua 
New Guinea and is known for being the 
location of the World War II battles 
between Japanese and Australian forces 
in 1942. 

The bravery of Australian soldiers in 
fighting their enemy and looking after 
themselves and their injured mates in 
extremely tough conditions has become 
part of Australian folklore. 

The trip paid tribute to the sacrifice of our 
soldiers visiting such sites as Eora Creek to 
Kagi via Mt Bellamy, Menari Village, 
Ioribaiwa Village, Owers Corner and 
ANZAC DAY at the Bomana War Cemetery. 

The trek is an extremely challenging one, 
both physically and emotionally and Harry 
is to be commended upon this significant 
achievement. 

Congratulations to: 
•	 Lachlan Borsboom, Tom Burgess 

(Emergency), Sam Collins, Oliver 
Davis, Will Norris and Patrick Walker 
who have been selected to represent 
Tasmania in the 2017 Under 15 
National AFL Football Championships. 

•	 Kalen Robey who has been selected for 
Gymnastics Tasmania’s State Team and 
will be competing at the 2017 
Australian Gymnastics Championships 
in Melbourne in late May

•	 Maximilian Guiliani finished third in 
the Trans Derwent River swim on 
Ragtaa Day. 

Student 
Achievements 
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•	 Tadhg Waddington finished second in 
the 5.2km ‘Devil of a Swim’ at 
Bicheno. The event is an open water 
swim around Diamond Island, starting 
and finishing at the Surf Lifesaving 
Club in Bicheno.

•	 Harrison Lacey represented Tasmania 
in the Australian Gridiron League for 
Junior Nationals in Queensland.

•	 Finlay Rossiter-Hill competed in the 
2017 Tasmanian State Karate titles and 
won a gold medal in the Under 17 
kumite and bronze medal in the under 
17 Kata. Finlay had two fights against 
older and more experienced boys but 
won both to claim the gold medal and 
the State title. He has also commenced 
training with the Australian team and is 
working towards the Youth Olympic 
Games in Argentina next year.

•	 Jakob Haas made the semis of the 
Rosny tennis tournament in doubles 
and singles and later travelled to 
Victoria to contest the State 
championships.  

•	 Michael McDevitt, Angus Cooper and 
Tom Rasmussen were selected in the 
Tasmanian Under 15 hockey team. 

•	 Harry Fisher, Hunter Wright, Joshua 
Wylie and Max Newett represented 
Tasmania in the  Under 14 National 
Water Polo Championships in 
Wodonga. 

•	 Lachlan Borsboom, William Collins 
and Samuel Collins represented 
Tasmania in the Under 15 Cricket 
Championships in Queensland. Will 
was selected in the Under 15 
Australian Squad following the titles.

5

3

2

41

1.	 George McLeod and Lincoln Arnold 

2.	 Sailing 

3.	 Will Collins awaiting a return catch from his off spinners 
against the 1st XIs win over St Patrick’s College Ballarat

4.	 Kalen Robey 

5.	 Tadhg Waddington with OV Matt Kean
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OVA Website

Coming Events 

Office Bearers

Magazine of the Old Virgilians Association 
Volume 23 No.36The Old Virgilian

To keep up to date with all OVA news and events, in particular details of the Centenary 
celebrations, please mark  www.oldvirgilians.org.au  as one of your favourites. 

www.oldvirgilians.org.au”.

OVA Luncheons  
Tuesday June 27, 12.30pm at Austins Ferry 
Tuesday September 26, 12.30pm at Austins Ferry  
Tuesday November 28, 12.30pm at Junior School, Hobart. 

SVC Community Football Luncheon 
Friday July 28, 12 noon at Blundstone Arena 

OVA Centenary Golf Day 
Friday November 10, 11am at Royal Hobart Golf Club. 

OVA Annual Mass 
featuring welcoming of the Class of 2017 to the OVA. Tuesday November 28, 
11.30am, St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart 

Ticket Details for all events are available from the OVA website – www.oldvirgilians,org.au

Old Virgilians Association 
Executive Committee
President 
Edward Gauden 

Vice President 
Dan Reardon 

Secretary 
Peter Imlach

Treasurer 
Bill Roach

Committee 
Michael Harvey 
Sean Kelly 
Roger Smart 
Matthew Spencer 
Bruce Woods 
Mark Waddington (SVC-OVA Liaison) 

Sincere thanks to the hard working 
committee who continue to manage the 
OVA in a professional and highly 
effective manner. All contributions to 
The Old Virgilian are greatly 
appreciated.

The deadline for the next edition is 
Friday September 29, 2017. 



THE OLD VIRGILIAN  -  23

June 2017  Vol.23 No.36

OVA Centenary... 
A Weekend of Celebrations
On the weekend of May 20 and 21, Old 
Scholars from across the nation gathered 
in Hobart for a weekend of events to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
formation of the Old Virgilians’ 
Association (OVA). Just six years after 
the formation of St Virgil’s College in 
1911, a committee led by former State 
Premier Albert Ogilvie was formed and 
the Association was born. 

Over its 100 years it has provided social, 
networking and sporting opportunities 
to generations of old scholars and their 
friends. The Association has been a part 
of sporting groups that still exist today 
including cricket, football and athletics 
clubs. The OVA have supported old 
scholars in need and also conduct an 
annual dinner to recognise and 
celebrate the achievements of famous 
alumni who are inducted into the 
Heritage Roll of Honour.  Some famous 
names on the Honour Roll include 
Harold Gatty, Albert Ogilvie, Michael Di 
Venuto, Archbishop Adrian Doyle, Geoff 
Hook, Simon Hollingsworth, Dr Scott 
Brennan, Doug Lowe, William Cox, Paul 
Lennon and John Kelly to name but a 
few of its decorated alumni. 

The OVA Centenary Weekend 
celebrated the achievements of the 
Association and the generations of 
young men who have attended the 
College and gone on to make 
significant contributions to community 
and their families. 

Key events for the weekend included:

•	 OVA Centenary Mass at the St Virgil’s 
Chapel at Barrack St which was 
celebrated by Emeritus Archbishop 
Adrian Doyle.

•	 OVA Centenary Dinner at Wrest Point 
Hotel. Guest speakers on the night 
included His Grace Archbishop Julian 
Porteous, Br Bill Wilding and James 
Henderson who delivered a stirring 
address about what it means to be a 
man of ‘deeds and not words alone’. 

•	 OVA Open Day and Book Launch at 
the Austins Ferry campus. A highlight 
was the launch of the OVA History 
book authored by Christine Woods and 
the unveiling of the Centenary plaque.

On Wednesday June 21, old scholars will 
again gather at a reception at 
Government House to celebrate the 
centenary of the Association and the 
contribution that Old Virgilians have 
made to the Tasmanian community. 

The final event for the Centenary year 
will be the OVA Centenary Golf Day on 
Friday November 10 at the Royal 
Hobart Golf Club. An entry form is 
included with this edition of Words and 
Deeds and is also available at 
www.oldvirgilians.org.au 
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After a successful 2016/17 season in 
terms of numbers, the Club is set to 
re-load and improve its on-field 
performance. Important information is 
highlighted below, so please round up 
your mates and get on board the Saints! 

FREE CRICKET AGAIN  

4th Grade - Training Wednesday Nights 
Coached by Ken Allanby  
Free Shirt and Cap to all new players   
Family Club – A great opportunity for 
Father and Son duos!

Any extra information contact 
Stephen Bourke  0409450044 or 
bourkey111@gmail.com

Old 
Virgilians 
Cricket

1-2.	 Guests at the OVA Centenary Dinner 

3.	 Unveiling of the OVA Centenary Plaque 

4.	 OVA centenary Dinner at Wrest Point Hotel 

3

2

4

1
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Old 
Boys 
News
It is always pleasing to hear from Old 
Virgilians and learn about their 
wonderful achievements. It reinforces 
the depth of our partnership with boys 
as they continue their learning journey 
and the efforts of our amazing staff. 
Robert Scott recently contacted the 
College to advise,  “that I have finally 
graduated from engineering (first class 
honours) and business, and I am now 
working for TasNetworks as an electrical 
engineer. Firstly, thank you Mr Thomson 
for making me think about a career in 
engineering. Your guidance and 
discussions were a big factor in my 
eventual career decision”.

Robert also kindly offered to visit the 
College to “talk to classes about doing 
engineering, or applying some of the 
mathematics fundamentals that they are 
learning about to real world problems”. 
This reinforces the strength of 
community and the deep connections 
our Old Virgilians have to the College, 
its staff and students.

SOLO17
On Sunday May 14 it was take off time 
for Ollie O’Halloran (SVC 2013-2016), 
left, in his endeavour to become the 
youngest person to fly solo around 
Australia. 

Ollie’s story is a remarkable tale of skill, 
endeavour and commitment. He shared 
these traits with a number of schools at 
stop offs around the country, in the 
processing inspiring students to follow 
their own dreams! 

1

1-3.	 OVA March Luncheon at Austins Ferry campus 

3

2
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Ollie’s daily flight schedule was: 

Start	 End 
Hobart (Cambridge)	 Traralgon   
Traralgon	 Merimbula 
Merimbula	 Coffs Harbour 
Coffs Harbour	 Gold Coast 
Gold Coast	 Rockhampton 
Rockhampton	 Cairns 
Cairns	 Normanton 
Normanton	 Darwin 
Darwin	 Broome 
Broome	 Karratha/ 
	 Port Headland 
Karratha / Port Headland	 Geraldton 
Geraldton	 Jandakot 
Jandakot	 Esperance 
Esperance	 Ceduna 
Ceduna	 Parafield 
Parafield	 Devonport 
Devonport	 Hobart 		
	 (Cambridge)

In this the Centenary year of the Old 
Virgilians Association it is indeed a 
wonderful example of what our old 
scholars can achieve if they match their 
big dreams and talents with hard work 
and perseverance. 

Robert Scanlon contacted the 
Development Office to share his findings 
from a detailed read of ‘Tasmania 40 
Degrees South’.  On a cold and wet 
Sunday afternoon, I read the weekend 
papers and was catching up on a few 
magazines. In “Tasmania 40Degrees 
South” Issue 71 the current issue, there 
were two articles worthy of mention in 
the Old Virgilian.

The first article was titled, “Tassie TV’s 
Half Century” an article on the first 50 
years of television in Hobart, that focused 
on TVT 6 and all the photos in the article 
were attributed to Bruce Woods, and 
“The Woods Collection”. Bruce was 
quoted on several occasions in the article, 
on his historical recollections of TV’s 
Hobart History. There were several 
photos of Bruce himself in the article. 

The second article was titled “Sheffield’s 
Festival of Steam” and was a collaborative 
effort between John Redeker and his 
wife Judy. John is a photographer of 
note, and can be seen exhibiting his 
photos and cards at markets such as the 
Sorell Market. There were a good 
collection of photos of steam tractors 
and other steam driven machinery, taken 
by John, and his wife was the writer who 
wrote the article.

The Refurbishment of 
the Galvin Wing at 
Austins Ferry
In the latter part of 2016, there was an 
official opening of the refurbishment of 
the original classroom block at Austins 
Ferry.  The block is called the Galvin 
Wing.  Little mention was made during 
the various addresses as to the man 
whose name the building bears.  

So who was John Galvin?

Sir John Galvin MBE 
(1908-1994) (SVC 1921-26)

John Galvin was born in 1908 and was 
one of seven children whose father was 
an odd-jobs man at His Majesty’s Theatre 
which was located in the upper end of 
Liverpool St between Murray and 
Harrington Streets.

What follows has been gleaned from 
various newspaper clippings contained 
in the College’s archives and from Tim 
Jetson’s ‘St Virgil’s College (1911-94).’  It 
is extraordinary that no biography 
appears to have been written on this 
‘larger than life’ character.

From the Sun-Herald (16/12/62):  
A Mr Alan Watt was quoted thus: John 

From the Archives  
Graeme Rainbow and Bruce Woods College Archivists 
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Galvin went to the same school – St Virgil’s 
Christian Brothers in Barrack St – as I had 
gone to 10 years earlier. I remember at one 
time, things got so tough for the father that it 
looked as though he would have to take John 
and his other boys from the College because he 
could not afford the fees.  But the Brothers told 
him to keep sending the boys and forget the 
fees for the time being,” said Mr Watt.

Mr Watt said that John Galvin apparently 
never forgot the generosity of his old school.  
Some years ago Galvin was said to have 
bestowed £50 000 on the school and more 
recently £100 000 towards the cost of new 
classrooms for St Virgil’s at Austins Ferry.

Watt also recalled that as a boy Galvin was 
something of a local hero – he won a Royal 
Humane Society award for rescuing a boy 
from drowning.  Records still held by the 
Society show that on 15 February 1921, a 
group of boys were swimming in the Derwent 
River when one of them got out of his depth.  
Galvin, only twelve years old and a poor 
swimmer, didn’t hesitate when he heard the 
boy’s cries for help. He went out to him and 
dragged him into shallow water.

The same John Galvin became a multi-
millionaire and was reported “to have a 
fortune that equals, if not exceeds, that of J 
Paul Getty, said to be worth £50 million, and 
listed as the richest man in America.” 
(People Magazine - 24/05/61)

John Galvin worked initially in the 
newspaper industry in Australia, New 
Zealand and England.  In 1937 he 
moved to South East Asia where his 
fortune grew through his further 
involvement with newspapers, and, later 
on, with tin and iron ore mining and 
associated shipping ventures.  

He was one of the very few to interview 
the Chinese dictator, Mao Tse-tung.

In 1944 Galvin returned to Australia.  
Soon after the British government 
appointed him second-in-charge of a 
wartime information service to be set up 
in New Delhi and aimed at directing 
Allied propaganda all over Asia and the 
Middle East.

In the mid-1950s, the Galvins – now a 
family of seven with three daughters and 
two sons – moved to the United States 
where he moved into property in a very 
big way.  Among other things, he acquired 
ranches totalling 50,000 acres, plus grazing 
rights to a further 60 000 acres of national 
forest land.  His land acquisition, made 
Galvin the greatest cattle baron in 
California, rivalling the earliest great 
landowners in California 150 years earlier, 
when California was under Spanish rule.

In 1964 John Galvin received a 
knighthood for his services to Malaya. 
He was appointed a Hospitaller of the 
Knights of Malta (the first English 
speaker to hold office since the Order’s 
foundation in the 11th century).  

He served as a member of the committee 
that advises the Pope on charitable 
activities. In 1971 Sir John was awarded 
an Honorary Doctorate of Laws by the 
National University of Ireland for his 
academic interest and his role in the 
Sisters of Charity teaching hospital at 
University College, Dublin. 

Following his death in 1994, John’s son, 
Sean, granted permission for the 
magnificent contribution made by his 
father to the College to be publicly 
recognised. 

The actual bank cheque was made out to 
Brother E. D. Joyce, whom Galvin 
described as ‘mighty religious who 
served God well’.

One wonders, what may have eventuated 
at the Austins Ferry property had not the 
College received an extraordinary 
donation?  

With the opening of the Austins Ferry 
campus £225,000 had been expended of 
which £110,000 had been received from 
John Galvin.

John Galvin was inducted posthumously 
onto the St Virgil’s College Heritage Roll 
of Honour in 2009.

An extra ordinary set 
of academic results 
The extract from the Hobart Mercury 
‘Scholarships, Prize List’ (p.23 January 14, 
1956) was recently sent to the Archives 
Office. It stated that as a outcome of the 
1955 Matriculation Examinations, St Virgil’s 
students gained five of the top 25 places 
listed, most notably: 

•	 Peter Heerey, Brian Doyle 
and James Kelly (=5th)

•	 David Hawkes and Barry Jones (=19th). 

Furthermore, students from the College 
won four of the subject prizes for which 
they were eligible:

•	 English Literature (Brian Doyle)

•	 Physics and Chemistry (James Kelly)

•	 Latin (Peter Heerey)

•	 Andrew Ingliss Clark Scholarship for 
English Literature and Modern History 

•	 Ancient History, Economic Geography 
- Brian Doyle (1st),  Peter Heerey 
(2nd),  Bruce Poulson (3rd) and David 
Hawkes (5th).

In addition:

•	 10 members of the class were awarded 
Commonwealth Scholarships.

•	 10 were awarded senior bursaries - Jim 
Kelly, Graham Fish, Peter Heerey, 
Bernard Gillon, Peter Howell, Barry 
Jones and John O’Loughlin. 

•	 Four were awarded Education 
Department Studentships - Graham Fish, 
Bernard Gillon,  Graham Harrington and 
Bruce  Poulson. 

•	 Two received Tasmanian Government 
Scholarships to assist with their University 
studies – John O’Loughlin (Agricultural 
Science) and Peter Howell (Medicine). 

A shining example of why the College has 
long had an outstanding culture of 
academic excellence. 
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Two Old Virgilian 
giants... lifelong friends

J.A.G (Gavin) O’Dea
 

R.J (Jim) Howard

Few, if any, would have had as much 
influence on the North West and West 
Coasts of Tasmania as Gavin O’Dea and 
Jim Howard.  What follows is a brief 
synopsis of the biographies provided – the 
full versions are on the College’s intranet 
and can be accessed by visitors to the 
Centenary History Centre.  Our thanks go 
to the O’Dea family and to Pat Howard 
for their provision of the biographies.

Ronald James Howard (Jim) was born on 
August 30 1906 at Zeehan - Jim was the 
grandson of an Irish couple, Stephen 
and Ellen Howard, and had been 
transported to our island in the 1840s.  
Jim’s father, John, and his Uncle James 

travelled to Zeehan via Trial Harbour 
1889 and soon made a name for 
themselves as firewood contractors 
cutting wood for the mine furnaces.  
John married Annie Foley in 1903 and 
they had three children –John, Ronald 
James (Jim) and Isla.

John Alfred Gavin O’Dea, known as 
Gavin, was born in Devonport in 
Tasmania on July 9, 1906. He was the 
middle child of Michael Patrick and 
Mabel O’Dea who had recently arrived 
in Devonport from Victoria.  His father, 
known as Paddy, was interested in 
becoming involved in mining in 
Tasmania and he became involved with 
some of the mines at Renison Bell which 
was to play an important part of his life.

Both Gavin and Jim were sent to board 
at St Virgil’s College in the early 1920s 
and they became close friends – lifelong 
friends. 

It was mainly through the Renison Bell 
mine that the association developed. In 
1934 Paddy O’Dea was able to start a 
company with the backing of friends - 
the Renison Associated Tin Mines 
(RATM).  Jim Howard was a great 
supporter of this mining venture.  Gavin 
worked with his father there till 1940.  

In 1938 Gavin married Jessie Sutherland 
and they lived in Zeehan for a couple of 
years. In 1940 Gavin moved to Launceston 
where he became an insurance agent for 
AMP.  There first child, Brian (SVC 
1953-57) was born.  (He was to become a 
commercial airline pilot).

In 1942, Gavin’s mother died and Gavin 
was called back to the mine to help 
manage it as Paddy was not coping well 
with her death. The family lived at 
Renison Bell and during this time 
Maureen and Gerald (SVC 1956-62) 
were born.

In 1946 Gavin settled in the Devonport 
area and returned to AMP - an 
association he was to maintain among a 
myriad of interests till 1963.

Following the War, Gavin joined the 
Board of Renison Associated Tin Mines 
which now controlled the entire Renison 
Bell field.  In 1953 he became Chairman 
and in 1958 this company which did not 
have the capital to develop the mine, 
formed a new company in partnership 
with Mt Lyell.  From then on, step by 
step RATM was to become by far the 
biggest tin mine in Australia and the 
biggest hard rock underground tin mine 
in the world.  Gavin and Jim Howard 
stayed on the Board of this company 
until 1964 when it was taken over by 
RGC (Renison Goldfields Consolidated) 
which once owned and operated mines 
in Western Australia, Queensland, 
Northern Territory, Florida, West 
Virginia, Papua New Guinea and 
Indonesia.  Gavin resigned from the 
venture at that time but Jim remained 
involved with the new company until his 
death in 1968.

Gavin was elected to the Devonport 
Marine Board in 1947 until served on it 

With Old Virgilian
Shannon Boyd SVC 1996
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until 1953.  He enjoyed an interest in the 
port but for the rest of the 1950s he had 
many other interests especially the 
Renison mine to keep him occupied.  
However, when the Marine Board was in 
a rather difficult position in 1959 trying 
to get the new ferry terminal completed 
in time for the arrival of the Princess of 
Tasmania, Gavin was persuaded to put 
his name forward again.  He was re-
elected and immediately given the 
responsibility of getting this job finished.  

In 1961 Gavin was made Master Warden 
(Chairman) of the Marine Board and 
held this position until his death in 1973.  
During the fifties and sixties the port 
took on the shape it is today.  

The port was Gavin’s life and he 
championed the Devonport region and 
its trade wherever he could.  The 
terminals in Devonport and Melbourne 
were the first roll-on, roll-off ones built 
in Australia and Gavin maintained a 
good working relationship with the Port 
of Melbourne Authority.

In 2005 Gavin O’Dea was one of the 
initial inductees onto the Tasmanian 
AFL Hall of Fame in 2005.  This was in 

recognition of his involvement with the 
North West Football Union (NWFU) 
1946 – 61 - for most of the time as its 
President.   

Gavin made a great contribution to the 
Catholic Church.  He was Chair of the 
committee that built the current 
Catholic Church at Devonport, and 
helped set up and chair the P&F for Our 
Lady of Lourdes School and aided in the 
Federation of Parents’ & Friends for 
Catholic Schools.  He supported the 
development of Catholic Secondary 
Education in the Devonport area which 
eventuated in the 1960s, a few years after 
he had educated his own children at St 
Virgil’s and St Mary’s in Hobart.  He 
supported the Christian Brothers 
establishment of St Brendan’s and was 
the first chairman of its School Board. 
He also supported Archbishop Young’s 
push for co-education and was 
influential in ensuring that the girls’ 
school was built adjacent to St 
Brendan’s.  This was at a time when the 
Christian Brothers were not in favour of 
co-education. He was the inaugural 
Chairman of Shaw College’s Board of 
Management.  In tribute to his work for 
both schools, when they became one, 

the library at St Brendan’s Shaw College 
was named after him. He was a member 
of the Knights of the Southern Cross and 
played a key role in the establishment of 
the Schools’ Provident Fund.

His other contributions included an 
association with Devonport Rotary 
1953-73 during which time he served as 
President.  He was also President of the 
Devonport Racing Club. 

For many years he was Vice-President 
and Chairman of Committees for the 
Devonport Show Society and for a 
period was President of the Tasmanian 
Show Council.

In 1961, Gavin was honoured in the New 
Year’s Honours listing with an MBE (an 
Ordinary Member of the Civil Division of 
the Order of the British Empire) for his 
service to the community.

Gavin died on August 24 1973 while 
attending a dinner in Burnie.

Upon leaving St Virgil’s Jim Howard 
worked with his father at Zeehan for a 

1922 Intermediate Class 
Gavin O’Dea: Front Row 3rd from left. Jim Howard: Front Row 6th from left.
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brief period. A disagreement between 
the two resulted in Jim spending a 
couple of years on the Mainland. He 
returned to Zeehan when his father 
became ill.  John Howard died on 7th 
August 1928.  Jim at the tender age of 22 
now found himself responsible for some 
40 workers – these men became difficult 
to handle at first but later became 
unusually loyal employees.

Once he had stabilised his father’s 
business Jim decided to go into 
sawmilling and in the 1930s, he had 
sawmills on Confidence Saddle at Mt 
Dundas and by the late 1930s and early 
1940s two sawmills cutting Huon Pine at 
Strahan. In order to keep the Strahan 
mills supplied with timber he had to 
maintain large gangs of men up the 
Gordon River. In order to get the best 
results he paid good men good wages.

In 1943 Jim closed the Strahan sawmills 
and opened an all new electric mill at 
Zeehan.  In later years he also had some 
contract sawmills operating for him at 
Princess River and the Bushy Park area.  
These he found to be lucrative as he did 
not have to worry about operating or 
supplying the mill. Business could all be 
done by the occasional visit or over the 
telephone.

Jim spread his wings beyond the timber 
industry. His involvement with the 
Renison Bell mine has already been 
mentioned. He operated hardware stores 
in Zeehan, Rosebery and Queenstown, a 
drapery store in Zeehan and also 
established a Launceston to Queenstown 
Transport Service.

In 1934 he married Kathleen Sarah 
Reynolds in the Zeehan Catholic 
Church. Kathleen’s father had been a 
leading Zeehan identity both as a 
business man and as a councillor for 
many years. 

Her brother Frank had also been a St 
Virgil’s boy. Four sons, Patrick, Graeme, 
Julian and Paul were born to the 
marriage. Patrick and Graeme attended 
St Virgil’s - Graeme later became a Priest.

In 1934 the Zeehan Council (which 
administered Zeehan, Rosebery, Tullah, 
Renison Bell and Williamsford) failed 
and in accordance with Section 13 of the 
Local Government Act it was replaced by 
a Commission. In 1939 Jim Howard was 
approached by two commissioners to fill 
a vacant position as commissioner. He 
was pleased to accept and later went on 
to set a record on the Zeehan local 
government scene serving in the office 
of commissioner for 29 years with 
no fewer than fourteen of them 
as Chairman.

Jim Howard was a Justice of the Peace, 
Chairman of the Court, Chairman of the 
Zeehan Hospital Board and Medical 
Union and was patron of nearly all of the 
Zeehan sporting bodies.

On September 21 1968, Jim suffered a 
fatal heart attack in Melbourne while 
preparing to return from a Director’s 
meeting. His death was reported in the 
Hobart Mercury and the Advocate as the 
death of the unofficial ‘King of Zeehan’! 

Two Major 
Anniversaries in 2017

The Bombing of 
Darwin 75 years on
Two of our former students have a 
particular association with this event.

Air Vice Marshal Alan 
Morehouse 
Charlesworth CBE 
(1903-78) (SVC 1916-19) 
Heritage Roll Induction: 2010. 

Alan rose to the rank of Air Commodore 
and was posted to Darwin as air officer 
commanding the north western area. 

His squadrons carried out strikes in 
support of the allied drive from New 
Guinea to the Philippines.  

Alan was awarded a CBE for his skilful 
conduct of these operations.
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Dr Tom Lewis OAM 
(SVC 1971-74) 

Tom is an Australian author, military 
historian, editor, teacher, and former 
naval officer. An author since 1989, 
Lewis worked as a high school teacher, 
and served as naval officer for 20 years, 
seeing active service in Baghdad during 
the Iraq war, and working in East Timor.

After reconstituting the Royal Australian 
Naval College Historical Collection, with 
which his Order of Australia is largely 
connected, Lewis was the Director of the 
Darwin Military Museum from 2009 until 
April 2014, following which he took up 
full-time research on several World War I 
and II projects. 

Black Tuesday 
Bushfires 1967
The following is taken from St Virgil’s 
College 1911-1994 (Jetson 1994) and 
from Br Sean McManus from the 
Brothers Annals of the day.

Fire reached the school with extraordinary 
speed. A line of fire could be seen running 
moving down the hills from the Northwest 
but we felt confident that they could not 
cross the highway and that the school was 
safe. Then the fires broke out in the 
timber on the river side. Within minutes 
the school was enveloped in a pall of 
smoke and the boys who had been praying 
the Rosary in the classrooms were taken 

out on to the lawn beside the hall where 
they were supplied with drinks and 
ice-cream from the tuck shop.

It was felt that there was sufficient clear 
space around the buildings to ensure their 
safety and no attempt was made to stop the 
progress of the fire through the property 
because it was considered too dangerous 
to have the boys fight the fires.

The Cresswell home (recently purchased) 
was destroyed by the fire but the ‘scout 
hut’ was saved by the heroic efforts of the 
tenant, Alan Tilyard, and his wife who used 
the hose as long as they considered it safe 
to stay. Finally they were forced to leave 
and as they drove off their car caught 
alight and they fled on foot carrying their 
baby. The car was burnt completely.

The train was unable to get through to 
collect the boys and late in the afternoon 
the staff hailed buses and private cars to 
take the boys to town. 

Whilst  Austins Ferry was facing the 
onslaught of the bushfires, the Brothers at 
the Senior School at Barrack St in the City 
had finished school at lunchtime. A 
number of them, realising the worsening 
situation, and perhaps receiving a phone 
call, gathered mops, sacks and containers 
filled with water, and headed out in a 
vehicle to help at Austins Ferry. However 
they didn’t get there! The Brooker 
Highway was blocked by fire at Claremont. 
Brothers including John Sullivan John 
Virgin and John Webb got out and fought 
with vigour to save homes and furniture. 
They were seen carrying elderly and infirm 
people out of houses to safety. 

Further away at Southport, the ‘Big House’ 
built in 1875, which had in the 1960s 
become the Brothers Holiday House, was 
the only building to survive the destruction 
of the town on that day, and it served as a 
refuge for the locals. 

Given the damage across the south of 
Tasmania it was somewhat ironic that the 
next day was Ash Wednesday. 

Mitch 
McPherson 
(SVC 2000-03) 

Mitch was the Young Tasmanian of the 
Year nominee at the 2017 National 
Australia Day Awards in Canberra.

Mitch established the Speak Up!  Stay 
ChatTY organisation after his younger 
brother Ty took his own life in 2013. The 
organisation is a registered not for profit 
charity that works to help prevent suicide 
by spreading the message that nothing is 
so bad that you can’t talk about it.

Mitch and a group of friends recently 
completed a 360 kilometre run from 
Burnie to Hobart as a major 
fundraising event.

2017 Australia 
Day Awards



32  - THE OLD VIRGILIAN

June 2017  Vol.23 No.36

Alan William 
Robertson CSM, RDF 
(SVC 1954-60)

Squadron Leader Alan Robertson served as 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Tasmanian 
divisions of the Royal Australian Air Force 
Association (since 2011) and the Royal 
United Services Institute of Australia 
(since 1982). 

He was also state president of the RUSIA 
from 1980-81 and has been a member 
since 1970.  

The squadron leader was also chair of the 
Training Information Programme at the 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs from 2010 
to 2016. 

Robert 
John McManus 
(SVC 1949-56)

Robert McManus has served the 
community through a range of social 
welfare organisations including St John 
Ambulance, St Vincent de Paul Society, 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Hobart, the Bible Society of Australia, 
the Seven Mile Beach Volunteer Fire 
Brigade and Lifeline.

Previously a list of former students who 
had been the recipients of civic awards 
was published.  Two additional names 
have come to light since then:

Gavin O’Dea  
Gavin was honoured with an MBE in 
1961 for his service to the community.

Geoff Hook  
Geoff awarded an OAM in 2012 for, 
“service to the print media as a political 
and social commentator, and as a 
cartoonist”.

Mark Beck 

Above: Mark (far left) with the Hobart FC Leadership Group which 
includes Captain Sam Reeves (furthest right), Vice Captain Tim 
Langdale (front left) and Deputy Vice Captain Rosco Hugo (second 
from right) 

Mark has taken over the helm at the Hobart 
Football Club. After a few years in the 
wilderness Mark has worked hard to create 
a culture for sustainable success. This has 
involved the club being active within the 
community and making a conscious effort 
to recruit good people. Not surprisingly this 
approach has attracted many Old Virgilains 
to the club, as evidenced by the photo 
featuring the Hobart Leadership Group 
undertaking volunteer work at Ronald 
McDonald House.

Fr Peter Woodruff 
(Boarder 1957-60)

Dan Rogers 
(Boarder 57-59)

Just prior to Christmas Fr Peter Woodruff 
(boarder 1957-60 and a Priest in Peru for 40 
years) and Dan Rogers (boarder 57-59) 
visited former Christian Brother Brendan 
Delahunt who resides at Rose Adult Care 
Hospice in Rose St, Highett in Melbourne. 
Brendan was a Science teacher and noted 
for his football prowess playing for the Old 
Virgilians. He was also a red-hot handball 
player. Brendan has been in a wheelchair 
permanently for some years and would love 
a visitor or two! 

2017 Medal of the Order of 
Australia (OAM) Recipients

Old Boys in 
the News
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Hayden Ransley 
(SVC 2012-2015)

Congratulations to Hayden who has been 
accepted into the Tasmanian Police 
Academy 2017 intake.  Hayden was one of a 
number of GYC students who attended the 
Tasmanian Police Career Development 
Program (CDP) in 2016. This is a four-day 
live-in program held at the Rokeby Police 
Academy for Year 12 students. 

Ian Reynolds 
John Shaw recently visited the home of Ian 
Reynolds an old Virgilian who lives in 
Chifley, ACT. Ian turned 90 this month. He 
was in the same class in 1937 as Mark Cook 
and Ashton Shirley.  

Ben Kluss (Jamin) 
(SVC 1988-93)

Jamin is an Australian artist, who lives and 
works in Hobart. Jamin’s artistic practice 
extends from gallery-based paintings and 
installations to street art, murals and 
commissioned interiors – exploring 
process based painting, masks and 
masking, and political and social concerns. 

Jamin has exhibited widely across Australia 
over ten years and his work is held in 
private and public collections, including 
the interiors of the two MONA ferries that 
patrol the Derwent River. 

He was selected for ‘Contemporary 
Australia: Optimism’ at the Gallery of 
Modern Art (GOMA) in 2008 and a 
recipient of the Rosamund McCulloch 
Studio Residency at the Cité 
International des Arts in Paris in 2011. 

Jamin is currently a PhD candidate at 
the Tasmanian College of the Arts, 
UTAS, and is represented by Despard 
Gallery, Hobart.  

Jamin is currently completing a cat 
mural for the Cat Clinic in New Town 
(above) and also did the highly 
acclaimed ‘Born in Brunswick’ café 
façade in North Hobart. 

Some of Jamin’s other work can be 
viewed by accessing: www.jamin.com.au

Dr Ben Arthur 
(SVC1999-2002)

Dr Ben Arthur is an ecologist working 
for the Institute for Marine and 
Antarctic Studies.

He is investigating the foraging habits of 
fur seals in the Southern Ocean. The 
accompanying photo is of Ben on 
Marion Island about halfway between 
Africa and Antarctica. 

Nathan Earle 
(SVC 2013-04)

2017 has started well for 28 year old 
cyclist Nathan Earle despite being left 
without a ride for this season following 
the merger of his Drapac team with 
Cannondale to form the Cannondale-
Drapac team.  Fortunately he was able to 
secure a late contract with the Team 
Ukyo from Japan.  
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On January 4 Nathan finished 22nd (field 
of 65) in the National Men’s Elite 
Criterium Championship raced over 44 
km at Ballarat.  He went clear of the 
peloton after 16 laps and led the race solo 
for the ensuing 12 laps. As a consequence 
of he won the Jayco Sprint Competition. 

On January 8 in a field of 119 riders, 
Nathan gained a fifth placing at the 
National Elite Men’s Road Race over 
183.6 Km at Buninyong in Victoria.

In the 2017 Santo Tour Down Under 
Nathan finished 11th in a field of 133 
riders representing 28 different 
countries.  The teams’ Section was won 
by UniSA – Nathan was a member of this 
team and was its highest placed rider.

Lance Spaulding 
(SVC 1972-77)

Aaron Vince 
(SVC 1991-94)

Adam Henley 
(SVC 1989-94) 

Congratulations to Lance Spaulding (SVC 
1972-77) and Aaron Vince (SVC 1991-94).  
Lance has been appointed at as coach of 
Under 18 Tassie Mariners.  He was an 
outstanding schoolboy footballer and had 
a stellar career with Sandy Bay.  

He, went on to coach Sandy Bay (1995-96) 
and North Hobart (2011-13) prior to 
becoming involved with State teams. 

Aaron who was previously a development 
coach at the Kingborough Tigers, was 
elevated to the senior role early in the 
season. For the previous eight years, that 
club had been coached by Adam Henley 
(SVC 1989-94).  For the first five of these 
years the team was in the Southern 
Football League (Premiers in 2011) prior 
to being elevated to the Statewide League. 

Previous to joining Kingborough, Adam 
had played and coached at the Glenorchy 
Football Club.

Who was the 
best footballer 
to attend SVC ?
Brian Viney has written to the 
Development Office to contribute to 
the ongoing debate on who was the best 
footballer to attend SVC? He makes a 
compelling case for several old scholars, 
including: 

•	 Eric Huxtable – played for New Town 
and with Carlton and South 
Melbourne in the VFL. Eric won a 
Best and Fairest at New Town as a 15 
year old! He played 135 games with 
the Blues and 22 with the Bloods, 
finishing his VFL career in 1942. 

•	 Paul Luttrell – once kicked 25 goals 
in a game for SVC! He played for City 
South in Launceston, represented 
Tasmania and spent time at Geelong 
in the VFL. 

•	 Kerry Wilson – was a boarder from 
Ulverstone. He went straight from 
school to Hobart Football Club where 
he won premierships in 1963, 1966 
and 1973. Kerry was in the best 
players in each premiership and 
ended his career with 287 games – a 
Hobart FC record! 

Please feel to share your suggestions!

Ben Bradley 
(SVC 2008-11)

Mountain bike rider Ben Bradley (SVC 
2008-11) is off to Europe to take part in 
two UCI World Cup cross-country events.  
Through his performances in these two 
events, Ben hopes to qualify for the

World Championships to be held in 
Cairns in September. Ben is the cousin 
of Olympic mountain biker Sid Taberlay 
(SVC 1993-96). 
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The College has recently acquired one 
of his Australian representative tops for 
display in its History Centre.  Ben is a 
contemporary of Rio Olympian Scott 
Bowden.  Over the summer, Ben won 
Tasmanian Criterium Title at Devonport 
and the Ulverstone criterion.

1958 Swimming State 
Champions Team
It was great to hear from Dan Rogers 
who responded to the request for 
photos from the 1950s. Dan (who is 
busy saying the Rosary to help his 
beloved Demons in 2017), kindly 
supplied a copy of the 1958 Swimming 
State Champions Team photo. It 
features names such as John Hewitt, 
Michael Shaw, Chris Hope and John 
Kelleher. Unfortunately as Annuals were 
not produced in this time Dan is unsure 
of the majority the names of the fit 
looking young men in the photo. If you 
are in the photo please let the 
Editor know!  

Dan did however provide a photo of the 
1970 OVA team with names included. It 
features some of the great names 
of SVC. 

Obituaries
Geoff Grace 
(SVC 1936-46)

Geoff Grace commenced at the Junior 
School in 1936 and left the College in 
1946. He was a member of the 1st XVIII 
which won the State premiership against 
Launceston Grammar. After leaving 
school Geoff joined the Australian Army 
and rose to the rank of Lieutenant. In 
1953 he joined the British Colonial 
Service and worked for nine years in 
Uganda – a dangerous posting as the 
country moved towards independence. In 
Uganda he met his wife Joan Townley, a 
English lady who was working in Uganda 
at a Catholic Mission Church. 

In 1962, he, Joan and sons Bill and Steven, 
returned to Australia where he worked with 
ASIO. He spent 13 years in Port Moresby 
before a stint in South America (Chile and 
Argentina). In 1983 he retired from ASIO to 
establish a macadamia plantation near 
Ballina. He joined his son Bill on a mixed 
farm near Ballina and remained there until 
his passing on November 18 2016. Geoff is 
survived by his wife of 60 years Joan, Bill and 
Steven and four grandchildren.  (Thanks to 
John Laughlin for obituary details). 

Martin Healy 
 20.7.1938 – 17.5.2017 
(SVC 1951-56)

Martin John Healy was the son of Martin 
and Nell Healy. He along with his sisters, 
Marie and Lillian grew up in Rosebery 
on Tasmania’s west coast. (Marie married 
prominent Old Virgilian – Roger Smart).

As the Rosebery Convent School was not 
opened until 1958, he was initially 
educated at the local State School 
(supplemented by correspondence 
lessons from the Home Missionary 
Sisters.)  In his final year of primary 
school he won the Electrolytic Zinc 
Company Scholarship  - open to the 
children of that company’s employees 
and the most valuable secondary schools’ 
scholarship in Tasmania at the time.  

In 1951 Martin arrived at St Virgil’s 
College as a boarder, the beginning of a 
very proud and close association that 
would last for the remainder of his life.

Martin was elected Head Prefect in his 
final year, was stroke of the Head of the 
River crew, Captained the athletics, 
swimming, cross country and life saving 
teams and was a member of the 1st 
XVIII. It was therefore no surprise when 
he was awarded the College’s 1956 
‘Leadership, Study and Sport ‘ award.

Martin attended the University of 
Tasmania in the years that followed and 
gained a degree in Electrical 
Engineering in 1962. During this period 
he played with the Old Virgilians 

1970 OVA 1st XVII 
Back row (l-r): I.James, S.Jakins, S.Dean, F.Powell, I.Westell, B.Fisher, A.Blake, C.Denne. 
Centre row: J.Parkinson, R.Martin, P.Kelly, C.Poulson, G.O’Dea, G.Treweek, S.Kelly, J.Mcjannett, P.Gibbons. 
Front row: A.Direen, J.Peglar, R.Hays (Dep. VC), B.Viney (Pres), K.Cobern (Coach), M.Corney (VC), M.Fisher (Sec), D.Gregg, M.Quinn (Treas), 
D.Cleary (Mascot) 
Absent: P.Dalton (Capt), B.Speers (Inj), A.Denne (Inj)
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Football Club.  He was to return to 
UTAS years later and gained an 
Economics Degree in 1978.

Following the first of his degrees he 
worked in England for two years before 
returning to Tasmania to the EZ Co. at 
Risdon where he went on to become 
senior electrical engineer. After 27 years 
with that company, he joined PACAM as 
its principal electrical engineer and then 
Sun Metal Corp. Queensland as the 
Principal Electrical Engineer for the 
design of the new zinc plant at 
Townsville. 

In 2002 he returned to Hobart and 
became specialist engineer for Hydro 
Tasmania Consulting.  Martin continued 
to work right up until his passing and 
during his latter years with Endura (an 
arm of Hydro Tasmania) he 
demonstrated a commitment to 
mentoring the younger engineers.

Throughout his life Martin was a tireless 
worker for the aged and disadvantaged in 
the community and had generously given 
himself to a wide range of parish and 
church-based organisations and activities.  

In 2002 he gained  a Pastoral Ministry 
Diploma.  He had an association with the St 
Vincent de Paul’s Loui’s Van for fourteen 
years and had actually spent the Monday 
evening prior to his death on the van.

Martin was extremely proud of his two 
sons, Paul, an orthodontist, and 
Matthew, a lawyer, their spouses, Yasmine 
and Michaela and his ten grandchildren. 
Paul and Matthew both attended St 
Peter’s School, moving on to St Virgil’s 
College. During the time his boys were at 
these two schools, Martin was heavily 
involved in the Parents & Friends and 
was at one time President of the SVC 
Parents & Friends Association.

In his latter years, Martin became a ‘fun 
run junkie’! In 2013 he suffered a near 
death experience during the annual 
Point to Pinnacle event. In fact he was 
‘dead’ for about twenty minutes, but 
fortunately skilled assistance was on hand  
and he made a remarkable recovery.

Such an experience did not deter 
Martin’s yearning to be involved in fun 
runs.  On May 17, 2017, while out 
training for the upcoming City to Casino 

event, he suffered a heart attack and 
passed away. Martin Healy led a 
remarkable life and the size of the 
congregation at his funeral was 
testament to the love and esteem with 
which he was held by so many.  This was 
previously acknowledged in 2010 when 
he was inducted onto the St Virgil’s 
Heritage Roll of Honour.

Geoffrey Royce Wright 
1932-2016 
(SVC 1946-48)

Geoff and his two brothers, Rex and 
Cliff, attended the College during the 
1940s.  Their three sisters attended St 
Mary’s College.  Geoff was proud of his 
achievements while at SVC and had a 
close association with it throughout the 
remainder of his life.  Whilst at the 
College he was the Under 16 athletics 
championship and a member of the 
senior football side which defeated 
Grammar in the State premiership in 
1948 – in that game he was listed first 
among the best players.  He was also a 
member of the losing side in the 
previous year’s grand final – a side 
captained by older brother, Rex.

Geoff married Margaret Bresnehan in 
1954 and they remained inseparable for 
the ensuing 65 years. They had three 
children, Chris (SVC 1966-73), Jill, who 
later became Principal of Sacred Heart 
College, and Helen.  Six grandsons have 
attended SVC.  Chris has been an 
outstanding servant of the College 
having been a Board Member since 
2005. He has recently been joined on 
the Board by Geoff’s eldest grandson, 
Daniel Morgan – Jill’s son.

Geoff’s early post-school years were spent 
initially with the public service and then 
onto the Electrolytic Zinc Co. at Risdon.  It 
was during this period that he played over 
100 senior games with Clarence Football 
Club and was awarded a life membership. It 
was during this period that he established a 
very close friendship with Stuart Spencer 
who was to later coach the College’s First 1958 Swimming State Champions Team 
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XVIII (1972-75) during which period three 
State Premiership’s were won.

In 1960 Geoff accepted a transfer to the 
EZ Rosebery operation and whilst on the 
coast he won the ABC Best Player award 
playing on the gravel at Queenstown.

1966 saw the family moved back to Hobart 
where Geoff took up an offer to join Stuart 
Spencer at Green’s Removals.  From there 
he moved on to manage transport 
companies Brambles and Seapac.  In his 
later years he and Margaret set up a 
courier business, Prestige Couriers, which 
they ran from their home.

Geoff retained a lifelong association with 
the College and was a regular at OV 
functions over many years.

John William Street 
1930-2016 
(SVC 1943-49)

What an outstanding school resume!

Leadership 
Head Prefect 1949; Prefect 1948

Academic 
Dux of the College 1949

Sport 
Best All-Round Athlete 1949

Athletics 
Won the senior 88o yds and mile races at 
the State Carnival

Football 
Three years in 1st XVIII - State premierships 
in ’48 & ’49. Captain of  the side in ‘49

Cricket 
Senior XI for two years.  ’48 Southern 
premiers lost to Grammar in State final. ’49 
Captain – southern premiers – state final 
was a washout.

Cross Country 
Three years in senior team.  The ’48 team 
won with John gaining 3rd place.  The ’48 
team was victorious gaining the first four 
places – John coming in second.

John (aka ‘Doc’) passed away peacefully 
surrounded by his family on May 22, 2016 
aged 85 years. Loved and loving husband of 
Lyn for 56 years. 

Loved father of six children, pop to 15 
grandchildren and Opa to 3 great-
grandchildren.

The following are extracts taken from the 
eulogies which hopefully give an insight 
into this remarkable man.

He was always interested in space and 
aeronautics, wanting to be a pilot after 
leaving school. He hoped this would lead to 
being an astronaut, his ultimate dream. 

He was devastated when he failed the 
eyesight test, making this impossible.  Not 
knowing what to do, he went to UTAS and 
graduated in electrical engineering.

After university he worked for nine years at 
the zinc company. In mid 1959 he applied 
for roles at the South Australian RAAF base, 
and the Sydney City Council (now Energy 
Australia).  He got the Sydney job, moving 
there in late 1959.  Although he hated his 
job, he stayed there for 32 years until 
retiring in 1991 aged 61.

Throughout his life John had a passion for 
photography, and during his later years he 
discovered a talent for drawing and painting.

…. Dad was not a giant of business, a 
famous personality or sports star, but what 
he was, was an incredible human.  A person 
the world should idealise.  A man who lived 
his life to the fullest, who as you heard had 
attributes of generosity, humility, faith, 
patience, passion, caring, loving, humour 
and loyalty.  He spent 56 years caring for 
our mum and always being there for his 6 
children, his 15 grandchildren and his 3 
great grandchildren.  He managed on a 
modest salary to raise and educate his 
children and give us all a great opportunity.  
He deeply loved, supported and enjoyed 
life with our mum.

This is a man, our dad that is truly worth 
celebrating and putting on a pedestal.  Dad 
was an incredible person that lived his life 
the way many of us would be envious of.  
His gift and legacy lives on through my 

mother, my brothers and sisters, his 
grandchildren and great grandchildren, 
and all who were lucky enough to be 
touched by his soul.

Terence Mervyn Kelly 
3.6.1930 - 22.12.2016

Terry Kelly passed away on 22nd December, 
2016. Loved father of Charmian, Howard, 
Grant, Andrew and Jaqueline.

Terry was a great supporter, organiser and 
worker for Rowing at St Virgil’s.

In 1973 a new Rowing Master was 
appointed – Brother Luke Guthrie. Brother 
enquired of the then Coaches what the 
needs were to support the crews. The 
priorities outlined were a co-ordinating and 
support Committee and the centralising of 
training and equipment facilities.

Prior to this time the college Crews trained 
at the Sandy Bay, Buckingham and 
Lindisfarne Rowing Clubs, with very little 
contact as a group.

As a result a Committee was appointed who 
were enthusiastic and very active. The main 
driver was Terry Kelly and ably assisted by 
Maurie Picot, Jack Ayers, Doug Crossin, 
Jock Anderson, Peter Salter, Bob Ikin, and 
Mary Cox, and new Rowing Master Bro. Bill 
Wilding.

The Committee then set about organising 
finance and a site to establish a Rowing 
Shed for the College. A site was obtained 
through the Hobart City Council at New 
Town Bay. 

The 1974-75 season was historic in that it 
was the first time in which St. Virgil’s crews 
rowed from their own shed and carried 
Boats on their own Boat Trailer. Later a 
further extension was added to house 
motor boats and a training area. 

Terry Kelly was a man dedicated to the 
College and a man who made things 
happen. He was a driving force and a 
great organiser. He ran many fund raising 
functions at his home at Sandy Bay and 
later at his property at Richmond. The 
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latter included planting of a potato crop 
to raise funds and ably assisted by Geoff 
Pullen and Doug Hall. Alas it did not 
achieve the same result as that of Br 
James Hession, in the 50s, who used the 
Boarders to plant a crop at the McShane 
property at Broadmarsh, with a record 
result. Terry also organised a summer 
training camp at St Patrick’s College at 
Ballarat on Lake Wendouree where 
friendships were renewed with Br Bill 
Wilding and Br Bill Thomas. Mary Excell 
gave great support on the trip.

Terry ran his own Real Estate business and 
was also a member of the Theatre Royal 
Light Opera Company and appeared in 
their productions. His son Howard was a 
member of the First Eight in 1975 and 
Captain of Boats. A racing Eight was later 
christened the “Terry Kelly”. 
(submitted by Roger Smart)

Col Peter Robert 
Patmore (rtd.) 
AM RDF ED JP 
(1934-2016) 
(SVC 1943-51)

Peter spent nine years at the College during 
the 1940s – the last seven as a boarder.

Upon leaving school Peter became 
associated with the Australian Army – 
initially through National Service and 
later as a ‘regular’. By 1966 he had 
become battery commander of 16th 
Field Battery RAA and the following year 
commenced service in Vietnam.  He 
became commanding officer of 6th Field 
Regiment in 1970.  In 1970 he graduated 
from the Joint Services Staff College in 
Canberra in 1974.

Peter returned to Tasmania in 1975 and 
worked for the State government in a 
variety of capacities.  He initially became 
involved in the emergency services area, 
and was appointed Director in 1982.  In 
1987 Peter became the Organisational 
Manager for the International Antarctic 
Mineral Regime Conference. In the 

same year Peter was appointed Director 
of Tasmanian Correctional Services.  
During his tenure with the State 
government Peter represented Tasmania 
internationally on several occasions.

Peter’s association with the Army did not 
finish with his return to his home state. 
He was Colonel Commandant Artillery 
from 1997 – 2002 and Honorary Colonel 
of Cadets in Tasmania 1986-96.

Peter Patmore gave extraordinary service to 
the Knights of the Southern Cross.  He 
became a member in 1964 and was actively 
involved for the remainder of his life.  He 
rose to the position of Deputy National 
President for Australia in 1987 and National 
President two years later.  During the period 
1999- 2007 he was State Chairman of 
Southern Cross Care – a body which has 
provided so much for the people of 
Tasmania. Peter had long association with 
the Liberal Party.  He was a member of the 
Federal Council for 13 years, a member of 
its Federal executive for four years and a 
member of its Joint Standing Committee 
on Federal Policy for four years. He 
received Honorary Life Memberships from 
the following bodies: - The Knights of the 
Southern Cross Australia, the Royal 
Australian Artillery Association Tasmania, 
Royal United Services Institute, and Tamar 
Farmers and Fruit growers Association.

In 1993 Peter’s service to the community 
and to the army were recognised with his 
being awarded a Member of the Order 
of Australia (AM)

Peter was a great supporter of the Old 
Virgilians Association having served as its 
Northern Vice-President and later its 
President.  He was inducted onto the St 
Virgil’s College Heritage Roll of Honour 
in 2009.  Peter passed away on December 
15, 2016 in his 83rd year. Sadly his wife 
of 57 years, Barbara had died the 
previous year.  He is survived by his four 
children – Anthony, Mark, David and 
Maryanne – and five grandchildren. A 
large gathering attended his requiem 
mass at Holy Spirit Church in Sandy Bay.

Joseph Brereton (Noel) 
27.4.2017

Father of Justin (SVC 1989-94).

Max Bullock  
15.2.2017 
(SVC 1936-40)

Laurence Mark Chivers 
19.2.2017 
(SVC 1945-48)

Alexander John 
Gadomski 
31.8.1995 - 7.5.2017 
(SVC 2008-11)

Loved son of Paul (current Board) and 
Janet, Brother of Jordan (SVC 2011-14) 
and Lachlan (SVC 2013-16). 

Anne Dawn Hughes 
26.12.2016

Mother of Paul (SVC 1968-76) and David 
(SVC 1979-84).
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Barbara Jane Kelly 
(nee Polley) 
23 .12.2016

Loved mother of Paul (SVC 1979-85),  
Sam (SVC 1982-87), and Stuart 
(SVC 1984-89).

Terence Mervyn Kelly 
22 .12.2016 
(SVC 1940 – 45)

Father of  Howard (SVC 1969-74), 
Grant dec. (SVC 1970-74) and Andrew 
(SVC 1977-82).

Henry Langdon  
18.05.2017

Father of Jeff (SVC 1964), Alan 
and Philip (SVC 1973-76).

John Donnelly Munro 
20.4.17 
(SVC 1949-50)

Nitya Nand 
(Nick) Nandan 
5.12.2016

Father of Philip (SVC 1993-94), 
Vijesh (1994-97) and Chris (SVC 
1999-2002).

COL Peter Robert 
Patmore (rtd) AM 
RFD ED) 
15.12.2016 
(SVC 1943-51)

Reg Wallace 
(Tom) Purdon 
5.4.2017 
(SVC 1945-49)

Robert John Ryland 
25.03.2017 
(SVC 1953-58)

Anthony (Tony) 
William Roach 
2.4.2017 
(SVC 1954)

Son of Gerald (SVC 1913-17) and 
brother of Peter (SVC 1942-48).

Tony Oswald Sarne 
27.2.2017 
(SVC 1959-62)

Reverend Norma 
Spaulding 
5.4.2017 
(SVC staff 1970-73)

George Stepik  
8.4.2017

Father of Julian (SVC 1971-78).
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