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Preparing your manuscript, selecting the right 
journal, submitting your paper

Where do I start?



What DEFINITELY to publish:

• Original and significant results or methods

• Reviews or summaries of a particular subject

• Basically: work that advances the knowledge and understanding in a 
certain scientific field, or provides a valuable resource

What NOT to publish:

• Reports of little scientific interest

• Out of date work

• Duplications or part-duplications of previously published work

What to THINK CAREFULLY about publishing:

• Preliminary results (are they useful, or are they too inconclusive?)

• Replication of results but in a different system

What to publish?



Writing and submitting your paper

What makes a good paper? 

Search Engine Optimization

• Title
• Abstract

• Consistency
• Keywords
• Build links



Look at your references – these will help you narrow your choices 
and come up with a shortlist. 

Review recent publications in each candidate journal. Find out the 
hot topics, the accepted types of articles, etc. 

Ask yourself the following questions:
✓ What are the aims and scope of the journal?
✓ Who is this journal’s audience?
✓ What is the average time to publication?
✓ What is the journal’s standing in the target community?
✓ Are there publication charges?

Decide on one journal. 
DO NOT submit to multiple journals. 

Selecting the right journal



Wiley Journal Finder



How to submit



Preprint servers

What are preprints?
A preprint is a paper that is made available publicly via a community preprint 
server prior to (or simultaneous with) submission to a journal.

Preprints are citable (often they will be assigned a DOI), and there is an increased 
obligation amongst researchers to look beyond traditional sources to preprint 
servers. 

Are they on the rise?
Preprint servers, servers that allow for the posting of papers prior to submission 
for publication, are becoming more common across a range of disciplines, 
including physics, biomedical sciences, engineering, ecology, and psychology.

However, the use of preprint servers is not universally accepted, and individual 
journals may approach submission of preprints differently. 



Preprint servers

Is it a good idea to publish on preprint servers?
No one answer.
• Early and fast dissemination of research
• Increased scope for feedback
• Inclusion of preprints on CVs/funding applications

How can I locate the most relevant platform for my research?
Preprint servers can be found using scholarly search engines, and two of the 
most well-established are arXiv.org and bioRxiv. There are now over 60 
platforms current available worldwide.

OSFPREPRINTS
Open Science Framework is a free, open platform to support researchers and 
enable collaboration. 

https://osf.io/preprints/


The Peer Review 
Process



Peer Review

It’s a conversation.



It is the process of screening a submitted manuscript. The manuscript will be 
reviewed by professionals in the same field before it is published in a journal. 

The process is designed to assess the validity, quality and often the originality of 
articles for publication. Its ultimate purpose is to maintain the integrity of 
science by filtering out invalid or poor-quality articles.

What is peer review?

Single blind

Author does not know who 

the reviewers are.

Most common among 

science journals. 

Double blind

Reviewers don’t know the 

identity of authors and vice 

versa. 

Most common among 

social science and 

humanities journals. 

Open review

The identity of the author 

and the reviewers are 

known by all participants. 

A growing minority of 

journals do this.



✓ Hypothesis – What question does this paper answer?

✓ Innovation – What is unique?

✓ Evidence – Are the conclusions supported by data?

✓ Writing – Are the results clear and understandable?

✓ Context – Are the results set in the context of other

known research?

✓ Ethics - Does the paper adhere to the guidelines?

What reviewers look for



The decision has been made, now what?

RevisionRejection Acceptance



Production and 
Copyright



Production process

Accepted article – received in Production

Proofs – sent to author

Corrections – received in Production

Article – published online

Publication Schedule & Frequency

This information will be available on a journal’s homepage. Publication times 
may also be included on the homepage, but if not, you can contact the Editorial 
Office.

A Copyright Transfer Agreement must be received before publication can 
proceed.

If Open Access, the APC must be paid before publication can proceed.



Publication Ethics



What is unethical?

‘Scientific misconduct in 
publishing includes but is 
not limited to’:

EuCheMS guidelines:

Self-plagiarism

Inadequate 
citing

Duplicate 
submission

Plagiarism

Duplicate 
publication

Fraud



How is it detected?

Peer review –
Reviewers 

are very good 
at it!

Specialist 
plagiarism 
detection 
software

Members of 
your 

community 
all read 

papers on 
similar topics

Data analysis 
& analysts



A few golden rules

• Articles should always be submitted to one journal at a time

• The same article should not be published in more than one 
place

• Several articles based on the same research must each make a 
unique contribution

• Acknowledge all those that have contributed to the work



Promoting Your 
Research
Creating Impact



Usage
Uses article views 
and downloads to 
track the reach of 

a paper online.

Altmetric
Collects mentions in 

social media and 
web-based media 

to track online 
attention.

Citations
Captures references 

to a published source 
to track validation of 

one’s research by 
others. 

Creating Impact

Get 

Shared

Get 

Cited

Get 

Read



Promotion

Social Media

• Share your article on Twitter, LinkedIn, Facebook and other 
platforms

• Engage with any existing society or institutional social media 
accounts

• Blog about your article

Publicity

• Let your institution’s press office know about a potentially 
newsworthy article

Also podcasts, video abstracts, The Conversation



The Wiley Network



Kudos

Helping authors explain, enrich, and share 
their articles for greater research impact  

80%
of authors say that 
Kudos helped them 
achieve their goals of 
getting read, shared, 
and cited.

2015 Kudos survey





Kudos

Author dashboard



Altmetric Attention Score

Post-publication 
peer review sites
Post-publication 
peer review sites

Mainstream media

Social Media 

Online reference 
managers

Government policy 
documents / Patents

• Record of attention

• Measure of 
dissemination

• Indicator of 
influence & impact
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Sharing your work

• Wiley Content Sharing

• Wiley Article Share

• How Can I Share It?



Questions?



Resources



Wiley Author Services

authorservices.wiley.com

• Publishing Ethics
• Wiley Journal Finder
• Promotional Toolkit
• Wiley Editing Services (paid)
• Author Compliance Tool (Open Access)
• Copyright and Licencing
• Track your article
• Order video abstract (paid)
• Lots of guidance and tips

Authors, reviewers, editors



Wiley OA Author Compliance Tool



http://thinkchecksubmit.org/



Linking
Wiley captures ORCiD IDs during the submission 
process and shares the information with CrossRef.

Representing
The ORCiD Executive Board has representatives 
from all leading publishers, including Wiley.

Promoting
Wiley will execute a series of marketing campaigns 
to encourage ORCiD registration among authors.

ORCiD



Thank you

Rebecca Ciezarek

Journal Publishing Manager

rciezarek@wiley.com
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