
  

Task   Force   Launch:   Speaker   Bios   
 
Jenna   Ben-Yehuda,    President   and   CEO   of   Truman   National   Security   Project   and   Truman   Center   for   
National   Policy   

  
Jenna   Ben-Yehuda   is   President   and   Chief   Executive   Officer   of   the   
Truman   National   Security   Project   and   the   Truman   Center   for   National   
Policy.   She   is   also   the   founder   of   the   Women’s   Foreign   Policy   Network,   a   
global   membership   organization   of   five   thousand   national   security   
professionals   in   one   hundred   countries.   A   former   State   Department   
official   with   private   sector   experience,   Ben-Yehuda   is   a   member   of   the   
World   Economic   Forum’s   Global   Futures   Council   on   U.S.   national   
security   and   a   life   member   of   the   Council   on   Foreign   Relations.   She   also   
serves   on   the   advisory   boards   of   National   Security   Action   and   the   
Leadership   Council   for   Women   in   National   Security.     
 
Ben-Yehuda   is   a   frequent   media   contributor   on   women’s   leadership   and   

U.S.   national   security.    She   holds   bachelor’s   degrees   in   international   affairs   and   Spanish   from   the   Elliott   
School   of   International   Affairs   at   George   Washington   University,   where   she   served   as   an   adjunct   
professor,   and   master’s   degrees   from   National   Defense   University   and   National   Intelligence   University.   
 
Ambassador   Gina   Abercrombie-Winstanley,    Task   Force   Co-Chair   

 
Throughout   her   30-year   career   in   international   diplomacy,   Ambassador   
Gina   Abercrombie-Winstanley   has   been   a   steadfast   proponent   of   
achieving   excellence   through   diversity   in   organizations   and   breaking   
down   barriers   for   women   and   minorities.   Among   her   many   senior   roles   in   
world   affairs,   Ms.   Abercrombie-Winstanley   was   the   longest-serving   U.S.   
Ambassador   to   the   Republic   of   Malta.   She   also   advised   the   Commander   
of   U.S.   Cyber   Forces   on   our   foreign   policy   priorities   and   expanded   our   
counterterrorism   partners   and   programs   as   Deputy   Coordinator   for   
Counterterrorism.   In   another   role   as   the   Secretary   of   State’s   Special   
Assistant   for   the   Middle   East   and   Africa,   she   monitored   the   election   in   the   
Gaza   Strip   and   actively   supported   gender   equality   in   the   Kingdom   of   
Saudi   Arabia   as   the   first   woman   to   lead   a   diplomatic   mission   there.   She   

has   also   held   senior   positions   at   the   Defense   Department   and   at   the   National   Security   Council   of   the   
White   House.   

  
  
  
  
  

  



  

Representative   Joaquin   Castro,    Task   Force   Co-Chair   
  

 
Joaquin   Castro   (D-San   Antonio)   represents   Texas’   20th   district   in   the   
U.S.   House   of   Representatives.   Serving   his   fourth   term,   Rep.   Castro   sits   
on   the   House   Intelligence   and   Education   and   Labor   Committees,   serves   
as   Vice   Chairman   of   the   House   Foreign   Affairs   Committee,   as   Chairman   
of   the   House   Foreign   Affairs   Subcommittee   on   Oversight   and   
Investigations,   and   Chairman   of   the   Congressional   Hispanic   Caucus.   
Rep.   Castro   is   also   Chair   of   the   Texas   Democratic   Caucus,   and   founded   
the   Congressional   Pre-K   Caucus,   the   U.S.-Japan   Caucus,   and   the   
Congressional   Caucus   on   ASEAN.   Before   Congress,   Rep.   Castro   
graduated   from   Stanford   University   and   Harvard   Law   School,   and   
served   five   terms   in   the   Texas   Legislature.   

  
  

  
Senator   Chris   Murphy,    Task   Force   Co-Chair   

  
  

Chris   Murphy   is   a   United   States   Senator   for   Connecticut.   Senator   
Murphy   has   been   a   strong   voice   in   the   Senate   fighting   for   affordable   
health   care,   sensible   gun   laws   and   a   forward-looking   foreign   policy.   As   
a   member   of   the   Foreign   Relations   Committee,   he   has   been   an   
outspoken   proponent   of   diplomacy,   international   human   rights   and   the   
need   for   clear-eyed   American   leadership   abroad.   Murphy   currently   
serves   as   the   Ranking   Member   on   the   Subcommittee   on   Near   East,   
South   Asia,   Central   Asia   and   Counterterrorism.   

  
  
  
  

  
Maryum   Saifee,    Task   Force   Lead     

Maryum   Saifee   is   the   lead   for   the   Truman   Task   Force   on   Transforming   
the   State   Department   into   a   More   Just,   Equitable,   and   Innovative   
Institution.    She   led   this   effort   in   her   personal   capacity.    Before   joining   
Truman,   Ms.   Saifee   was   a   Council   on   Foreign   Relations   International   
Affairs   Fellow   on   leave   from   the   Department.   As   a   Foreign   Service   
Officer,   she   served   in   Cairo   during   the   2011   uprising,   Baghdad   
overlapping   with   the   U.S.   military   withdrawal,   Erbil   at   the   onset   of   the   
Syrian   refugee   crisis   in   2012,   and   most   recently   as   spokesperson   in   
Lahore.   Saifee   was   also   a   policy   advisor   in   the   Bureau   of   International   
Organization   Affairs,   the   Secretary's   Office   of   Global   Women's   Issues   
and   the   Secretary's   Office   of   Religion   and   Global   Affairs.      

Ms.   Saifee   was   a   Peace   Corps   Volunteer   in   Jordan   and   an   AmeriCorps   
Volunteer   in   Seattle.   She   worked   as   a   consultant   for   the   United   Nations   Development   Program   Regional   
Bureau   of   Arab   States,   Ford   Foundation,   Women   Deliver,   and   Acumen   Fund.   



  

Ms.   Saifee   pursued   graduate   studies   at   Columbia   University’s   School   of   International   and   Public   Affairs   
and   undergraduate   work   at   the   University   of   Texas   at   Austin.    She   is   a   2019   Presidential   Leadership   
Scholar,   a   bipartisan   initiative   launched   by   the   presidential   centers   of   Lyndon   Baines   Johnson,   George   
H.W.   Bush,   Bill   Clinton,   and   George   W.   Bush.    In   her   personal   capacity,   Ms.   Saifee   leveraged   her   story   as   
a   survivor   of   Female   Genital   Mutilation   to   advocate   for   the   restoration   of   a   federal   FGM   ban   in   the   United   
States.   Ms.   Saifee   serves   on   the   advisory   boards   of   the   Athena   Leadership   Project,   Too   Young   to   Wed,   
Women   of   Color   Advancing   Peace   and   Security-NY,   and   the   Center   for   Women,   Faith,   and   Leadership.   

*    Maryum   Saifee   is   participating   in   this   event   in   her   personal   capacity   and   her   views   do   not   represent   
the   U.S.   Department   of   State   or   any   other   institutional   affiliation.     

  
Wesley   Reisser,    Task   Force   Pillar   Lead   

Wesley   J.   Reisser   is   the   Deputy   Director   for   Human   Rights   &   
Humanitarian   affairs   at   the   UN   at   the   State   Department,   where   he   has   
spent   the   past   eighteen   years   working   mostly   on   Middle   Eastern   and   
European   issues   and   the   United   Nations,   including   work   on   
Israel-Palestinian   negotiations,   Syria,   Ukraine,   and   Iran,   as   well   as   
working   on   developing   foreign   policy   to   address   the   rights   of   lesbian,   
gay,   bisexual,   and   transgender   people   around   the   world.     

His   work   on   LGBTQ   rights   was   recognized   by   the   UN   Association   of   
the   USA   with   their   Tex   Harris   Human   Rights   Diplomacy   Award.   Dr.   
Reisser   holds   a   Ph.D.   in   Geography   from   UCLA   with   a   dissertation   on   

American   border   proposals   and   peacemaking   efforts   following   World   War   I.   He   teaches   geography   at   
George   Washington   University,   including   courses   on   political   geography   and   energy   resources.   In   
2013,   he   became   the   youngest   ever   Councilor   of   the   American   Geographical   Society,   the   nation's   
oldest   scholarly   society   for   geography.   His   first   book,   "The   Black   Book:   Woodrow   Wilson’s   Secret   Plan   
for   Peace,"   was   published   in   April,   2012.   He   subsequently   published   "Energy   Resources:   From   
Science   to   Society,"   the   first   energy   textbook   for   non-science   majors,   and   is   a   contributing   author   to   
the   top-selling   world   regions   textbook   series,   "Globalization   &   Diversity."   

*    Wesley   Reisser   is   participating   in   this   event   in   his   personal   capacity   and   his   views   do   not   represent   
the   U.S.   Department   of   State   or   any   other   institutional   affiliation.      

  
Victor   Marsh,    Task   Force   Pillar   Lead   

 
Vic   Marsh   is   a   Ph.D.   candidate   in   Organizational   Behavior   (expected   
May   2021).   A   former   diplomat   who   spent   years   inside   the   U.S.   
government’s   bureaucracy,   Vic   is   now   an   institutional   scholar   studying   
where   bureaucracies   come   from:   organizational   design   decisions   at   
entrepreneurial   firms.   His   dissertation   is   on   the   topic   of   innovation   in   
diversity   practices   at   high-growth   firms:   why   some   firms   adopt   turnkey   
diversity   programs,   while   others   engage   in   experimentation   and   
tailoring   to   fit   their   unique   needs.     
 
Before   joining   the   University   of   Colorado's   Leeds   School   of   Business,   
Vic   was   a   U.S.   diplomat,   a   career   he   proudly   entered   as   a   Thomas   R.   



  

Pickering   Foreign   Affairs   Fellow.   Vic   served   as   Acting   Political   Chief   in   Nicosia   Cyprus   (2013-2015);   as   
Multilateral   Affairs   Officer   for   Secretary   Clinton's   Haiti   Special   Coordinator   (2010-2012);   a   crisis   manager   
at   the   24-hour   Ops   Center   headquarters   team   (2010)   and   as   a   consular   officer   in   Hong   Kong   &   Macau   
(2008-2018).   Vic   is   an   alum   of   the   World   Bank's   post-conflict   reconstruction   trust   fund   (Dili,   2003)   and   
Secretary   Rice's   office   that   became   the   Bureau   of   Conflict   Stabilization   Operations   (2005).   His   languages   
are   Turkish   and,   on   a   good   day,   Mandarin   Chinese.   He   holds   a   BA   from   Stanford   with   honors   in   
international   security   studies   and   a   master’s   degree   in   the   same   field   from   Princeton.   Vic   lives   in   
Colorado   Springs   with   spouse   Danielle   Osler,   electrical   engineering   hobbyist   and   Googler,   and   their   
7-year-old   mermaid   enthusiast   daughter.   

  
Kimberly   Olson,    Task   Force   Pillar   Lead   

 
Kimberly   Olson   is   a   public   policy   professional   with   over   a   decade   
of   experience   in   state   and   federal   government.   She   is   currently   a   
Senior   Advisor   at   the   Behavioral   Insights   Team   (BIT),   where   she   
leads   projects   with   federal,   state,   and   local   interlocutors   to   
improve   government   operations,   policies   and   programs.   Prior   to   
joining   BIT,   she   served   as   Policy   Director   for   Oregon   State   
Treasurer   Tobias   Read,   designing   policies   to   help   Oregonians   
save   for   higher   education   and   retirement.     
 
Kimberly   began   her   career   in   the   U.S.   Foreign   Service   in   
diplomatic   assignments   at   U.S.   embassies   in   Bern,   Switzerland   

(2009-11),   and   Ankara,   Turkey   (2012-14).   She   is   the   recipient   of   several   prestigious   international   
fellowships,   including   the   Robert   Bosch   Foundation   Fellowship   (2019-2020),   the   Thomas   R.   Pickering   
Foreign   Affairs   Fellowship   (2006-2008),   and   the   J.   William   Fulbright   Fellowship   (2005-2006).   She   earned   
a   master’s   degree   in   German   and   European   Studies   from   Georgetown   University   and   a   bachelor’s   
degree   in   International   Studies   and   German   from   the   University   of   Oregon.   She   lives   in   Maryland   with   her   
husband   and   two   children.     


