GOD’S WON’T: How NOT to Recognize God’s Will for Your Life
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A. God’s Will Is Not Bad
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you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

(Romans 12:2b)
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1. God’s will is the only way that you can truly be fulfilled.
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B. God’s Will Is Not a Rigid Road Map
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“Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden
in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.” (Genesis 3:8)

RETHRE  BMEGEEFTE , BANEEFRRENEST | BREEENEAT | i
ERFIZEMRE, " (Rl 3:8)

1. God’s will is more about who you are than where you are
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C. God’s Will Is Not Hidden
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you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

(Romans 12:2b)
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“Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.” (Ephesians 5:17)
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1. God’s will can be recognized, experienced and understood.
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D. God’s Will Is Not Revealed to Others First
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“In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways,
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son...” (Hebrews 1:1-2a)
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“Now get up, go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” (Acts 9:6)
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“Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul,
for he is praying. In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him
to restore his sight.” (Acts 9:12)
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“Paul answered, ‘Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? | am ready not only to be bound,
but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” When he would not be dissuaded,
we gave up and said, ‘The Lord’s will be done.”” (Acts 21:13-14)
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1. God uses others to confirm not convince.
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E. God’s Will Is Not Based Primarily Upon Circumstances
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“Gideon said to God, ‘If you will save Israel by my hand as you have promised - look, I will place
a wool fleece on the threshing floor. If there is dew only on the fleece and the ground is dry,
then 1 will know that you will save Israel by my hand, as you said.” And this is what happened.
Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed the fleece and wrung out the dew — a bowlful of water.
Then Gideon said to God, ‘Do not be angry with me. Let me make just one more request.
Allow me once more test with the fleece, but this time make the fleece dry and let the ground
be covered with dew.’ That night God did so. Only the fleece was dry; all the ground



was covered with dew.” (Judges 6:36-40)
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“Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them,
‘Sit here while I go over there and pray.’... Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground
and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as | will,
but as you will.’... He went away a second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is not possible
for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.’... He left them
and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing.
Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and resting?
Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners.
Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!”” (Matthew 26:36-46)
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1. Gideon appealed to an outer manifestation; Jesus appealed to an inner manifestation.
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F. God’s Will Is Not Contrary to God’s Word
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“I have hidden your word in my heart that | might not sin against you...
Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” (Psalm 119:11,105)
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“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness...” (2 Timothy 3:16)
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1. God’s will for your life is clearly outlined in the Bible.
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Discussion Questions: 5f5m EIR2

1. Can you think of a moment when you acted irrationally?
{REEAEEIT — ZIR B M SEEMMNITA ?

2. What is something you won’t ever do?
BEtBEERERIRKEHTEMHN?

3. Which of the six challenges of “God's won'ts” do you wrestle with the most?
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4, What scares you about the topic of God's will for your life?
HHMERNEEEEEPHERZMREREN ?

5. Has someone ever said to you, “God told me this about you...”?
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