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A. HOW SATAN CAME TO BE...
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1. What we DO know:
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a. Scripture tells us that God created all things.
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“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1)
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b. Scripture tells us that God created all things “very good.” (Genesis 1:31)
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c. Satan is a real, nonphysical, created being who chose to turn his back on
God.
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“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”
(Matthew 6:13)
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“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy...”
(John 10:10)
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i. The term “Satan” literally means “adversary.
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ii. Other terms referring to this evil being:
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The “devil” (Job 1-2); “evil one” (Matt 6:13); “tempter” (1 Thess. 3:5);
“accuser” (Rev 12:10); “the father of lies” (John 8:44b).
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“Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring
lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him...” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
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B. HOW SATAN WORKS...
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1. Satan lies.

“When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”
(John 8:44b)
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“You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” (Genesis 2:16-17)
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Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lorp God had made. He
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
(Genesis 3:1)
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“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you
eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
(Genesis 3:4-5)
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2. Satan’s Strategy:
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a. Heisolates you from others.
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b. He distorts the truth.
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c. He seeks destruction.
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Today’s ‘Big Idea’... = H T 5...

A Christ-follower must be aware of Satan, not afraid of Satan.
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Discussion questions [FREZT 5

1. Peter mentions followers of Jesus should resist the devil (1 Peter 5:9). What are some
practical ways to resist the devil?
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2. What lies has Satan told you?
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3. What are some misconceptions about Satan you have heard?
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4. Discuss the “already and not yet” tension in our world and community.
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