IF GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING, WHAT’S THE POINT IN PRAYING?
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A. Some Truths About God [/ 1y — L B F

1. God is All Knowing... JiHE-4E AT AR 41...

“Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit.”
(Psalm 147:5)
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“O Lord, you have searched me and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise;
you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down;
you are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely.
(Psalm 139:1-4)
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a. This means that we cannot tell Him anything that He doesn’t already know.
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2. God is All Powerful... fHE 2 EEAY...

“I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted.” (Job 42:2)
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“Then | heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters
and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: ‘Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.”
(Revelation 19:6)
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a. This means that God can do anything He desires to do.
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3. God is Sovereign... fifiEEHEM...

“For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him
and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” (Colossians 1:16-17)
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“Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him.” (Psalm 115:3)
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a. This means that God is the final authority over everything in the universe.
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B. Some Truths About Prayer i &850y —LL B3

1. God calls us to pray, and God promises to answer...
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“Call on me in the day of trouble; | will deliver you, and you will honor me.” (Psalm 50:15)
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“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”
(Matthew 7:7)
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2. The “strike zone” of prayer...
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a. There are things that God will not do no matter how much we pray.
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b. There are things God will do whether we pray or not.
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¢. There are things that God will only do in response to prayer.
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“l looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap
on behalf of the land so | would not have to destroy it, but | found none.” (Ezekiel 22:30)
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Today’s “Big Idea”... = H ¥ 5...

An unspoken prayer is an uncashed cheque.
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Discussion Questions: & Ll H :

Does scripture speak of God ever changing his mind because of prayer? Why or why not has that
happened?
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Has God ever said no to your prayers? How have you responded?
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Talk about a prayer that God clearly answered.
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What expectations have you had about prayer?
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What unspoken prayers do you have?
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