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A giant Chinook helicopter from the Los 

Angeles County Fire Department makes a 

demonstration water drop over La Habra 

Heights, part of the dedication ceremony 

for our new Heli-Hydrant installed high 

in the east Heights. The muddy water 

was siphoned from a local reservoir. 

See the story and photos on page 8.
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IS MOVING PART OF YOUR 2024 GOALS? I CAN HELP.
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2023 - YEAR IN REVIEW
We are so grateful to our clients that entrusted us with their real estate needs in 2023. 

1500 N Harbor Blvd
La Habra Heights | $2,250,000

*Represented Sellers

SOLD

2342 Valle Drive
La Habra Heights | $1,350,000

*Represented Sellers

SOLD

1455 Subtropic Drive
La Habra Heights  | $1,715,000

*Represented Sellers

SOLD SOLD

172 Leucadia Road
La Habra Heights | $1,525,000

*Represented Sellers

29672 Tamarron Lane
Laguna Niguel | $1,613,000

*Represented Sellers

SOLD

1492 S Camino Real #112 
Palm Springs | $325,000

*Represented Buyers

SOLD

2508 Tortosa Avenue
Rowland Heights | $490,000

*Represented Sellers

SOLD

20861 Fallen Leaf Road
Yorba Linda | $1,390,000

*Represented Buyers

SOLD

SOLD

320 Olinda Avenue
La Habra | $850,000
*Represented Buyers

1136 E Avocado Crest Road
La Habra Heights | $1,100,000

*Represented Buyers

SOLD

611 Hacienda Drive
La Habra | $1,249,000
*Represented Sellers

SOLD

135 Villa Rita Drive
La Habra Heights | $905,000

*Represented Sellers

SOLD

605 Picaacho Drive
La Habra Heights | $1,225,000

*Represented Sellers

SOLD SOLD

1136 E Avocado Crest Road
La Habra Heights | $1,100,000

*Represented Sellers

2484 Lupin Hill Road
La Habra Heights | $1,200,000

*Represented Sellers

SOLD

231 Bishop Drive
La Habra | $850,000
*Represented Sellers

SOLD

0 Papaya 
La Habra Heights | $150,000 (land)

*Represented Sellers

SOLD

320 Olinda Avenue
La Habra | $850,000
*Represented Sellers

SOLD SOLD

411 East Road
La Habra Heights | $720,000

*Represented Sellers

2380 Foxdale Avenue
La Habra | $750,000
*Represented Sellers

SOLD

2243 Sharpless Court
La Habra Heights | $2,800 mo

*Leased

LEASED

2508 Tortosa Avenue
Rowland Heights | $490,000

*Represented Buyers

SOLD

1555 Mariposa Drive
Corona |  $700,000

*Represented Buyers

SOLD

2085 El Cajonita Drive
La Habra Heights | $1,400,000

*Represented Buyers

SOLD

13740 Kumquat Circle 
Riverside | $945,000
*Represented Buyers

SOLD
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MAY  R’S CORNER
Carol Engelhardt

                                                             —Carol Engelhardt

New engine for LHH Fire Department
A new $878,000 Pierce Saber Triple Combination 

type 1 fire engine is being purchased for the La Habra 
Heights Fire Department. Type 1 firetrucks are large pumper 
units that carry water and firefighting and rescue equipment 
required by the National Fire Prevention Association (NFPA). 
Including associated equipment—hoses, extrication system 
and specialized radios that synchronize with other Los Angeles 
County firefighters—the total cost will be $1,036,537.

The new engine will replace our current type 1 truck, 
purchased in 2008 and nearing the end of its useful life. A 
subcommittee composed of Fire Chief Mitch Brookhyser and 
City Councilmembers Brian Bergman and John Pespisa made 
price comparisons and determined that this was the best value.

State Senator Bob Archuleta obtained a state grant of 
$1,075,000, which covers the entire cost of the engine and 
equipment. We sincerely thank him.

  This new engine and our recently dedicated heli-hydrant 
(see the related story on page 8) significantly enhance 
firefighting capabilities in our city and region. However, your 
individual contribution—clearing brush and removing 
flammable items from your property all year long—is essential 
to reducing chances of a fire disaster in our hilly, brushy town.

Traffic light project update  
The Avocado Crest/Hacienda Road traffic light project 

continues to inch forward and is now projected to be ready for 
bid after the February council meeting.

Since some affected areas are in LA County (the southeast 
halves of Avocado Crest up to Citrus and Hacienda from 

Avocado Crest to the southern city boundary) and because 
additional grant monies were obtained in 2023 from Caltrans, 
each project design change required approvals by three 
different agencies. Once the contract has been awarded, our 
chosen contractor will order traffic poles and other necessary 
equipment and keep us updated about lead times.

Faster permit processing
In response to concerns about delays in permit processing, 

the city will be working with our contract engineer and will 
soon have a person on-site one morning each week to interact 
with residents and speed up the process.   

New faces at City Hall
City Attorney Todd Litfin is our new counsel. 

He is from the well-established law firm Rutan 
& Tucker. Todd is 6’- 6” (he played basketball for 
Harvard University), has a great sense of humor, 
has been city attorney for Villa Park (a small, our-
sized community) since 2006, and advises Yorba 
Linda (another city with oil wells). His experience makes him 
an excellent fit for our community. Thanks to former mayor 
Stan Carroll and former planning chairperson Greg Stefflre, 
both attorneys, for helping with the selection process.

Acting Assistant City Manager Tom Robinson 
will step in to provide added support and expertise 
to help with many projects. He is the retired city 
manager of La Mirada who previously worked in La 
Habra Heights as an interim city manager. Rafferty 
Wooldridge, former LHH assistant city manager, is acting as 
our interim city manager.

LA County Sheriff ’s Deputy Hector Beltran, 
who previously worked in La Habra Heights, is 
once again our assigned deputy and glad to be 
back. There have been staffing changes at the main 
Industry Sheriff ’s Station, and we hope to have 
an open house for residents soon so that you can 
meet our law-enforcement folks and discuss any questions or 
concerns you might have.

Finally, I should introduce myself. I grew up in the Heights, 
attended La Habra High School, obtained a law degree from 
UCLA and moved away—only to return. I served on the city 
council from 1994 to 2001, and I am currently serving out the 
term of the late Jane Williams.

City government is extremely interesting and challenging. 
It really stimulates brain cells and forces you to think. Yes, it 
can be frustrating, but taking in opposing ideas and opinions 
retrains your mind and focuses your energy. Staff and council 
continue to work on improvements so that constituents will be 
better served, and we welcome your input.

We are fortunate to live in such a unique and beautiful 
community, and I encourage more of you to take an active role.

Senator Bob Archuleta 
( far left) presents a 
check to then-Fire 
Chief Doug Graft in 
September 2021. Also 
holding the check is 
Assemblymember 
Lisa Calderon. Next 
to her is LHH City 
Councilmember Brian 
Bergman. 

A new, fully equipped type 1 fire engine like this is being purchased.

Pi
er

ce
 M

an
uf

ac
tu

rin
g



                                                       —Lynn Kelley

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  P E N

Lynn Kelley

Happy New Year (solar & lunar)!

Since we don’t publish Heights Life in January, the new year’s  
 greeting above is a little late for those of us who use the  
 Gregorian solar calendar. But for our Chinese friends who use 

the lunar calendar, the greeting is just in time, since their new 
year begins on February 10 this year—and 2024 is the “Year of the 
Dragon,” which I understand is considered particularly auspicious.

Dan Stracner, our Heights Life editor and photographer, tells me 
that quite a few of you requested photos from our LHHIA Morning 
With Santa! party in December (our biggest ever). We were glad 
to provide them! Once again, we offer special thanks to Jan Fiore, 
Realtor, for sponsoring this annual holiday gathering.

Easter Egg Hunt on March 23  
Our annual LHHIA Easter Egg Hunt will be held at The Park 

on Saturday, March 23, from 10 a.m. to noon (see ad, above right). 
Save the date and join us for fun with the Easter Bunny!

Photo Contest
It’s time to remind all our talented Heights shutterbugs to 

start picking out your best three shots to enter in our annual 
LHHIA Photo Contest (see details below). If you’re sending a shot 
taken with your cellphone camera, be sure that it’s the actual 
(largest) file size, the highest quality for enlarging. Please email 
your high-resolution entries to heightslifeeditor@gmail.com by 
Tuesday, April 30, 2024.

Mailboxes stolen

Audacious thieves 
have adopted a novel 

way to steal mail 
in the Heights—by 

cutting support posts 
and making off with  

entire mailboxes!

Thieves have stolen several community 
mailboxes in the east Heights by cutting 
support posts with power tools and 

hauling entire mailboxes away in trucks.
The above photo shows the thieves’ July 

handiwork on Kashlan Road, and a similar 
tactic was used to steal a box on Reposado 
Drive in June (photo at the right). 

If you notice suspicious activity in your 
neighborhood, call and report it to the 
Sheriff at 626-330-3322. Also make it a habit 
to retrieve your mail quickly after delivery.
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Deadline for entries: April 30, 2024
First prize: $100  Second prize: $50  Third prize: $25

• To enter, you must be a member of LHHIA (see page 16 to join).
• Enter up to three photos as high-resolution digital files (jpeg, PNG or 
PDF) and email them as attachments to heightslifeeditor@gmail.com.
• By entering, you agree to allow your images to be published or  
displayed, without any fee or other form of compensation, in Heights  
Life, on the LHHIA website and at La Habra Heights public events. 
Published photographs will include photo credits.
• See official Photo Contest Rules at lhhia.com. By entering the photo 
contest, you agree to abide by these rules. Good luck!

LHHIA 2024
    Photo
    Contest

Send us your
three best shots!

Easter Egg Hunt
A N N U A L  L H H I A

Saturday • March 23 • 10 a.m. to noon
The Park • 1885 Hacienda Rd. • La Habra Heights
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Easter Bunny photos
Balloon twister

Pony rides
Petting zoo
Face painting
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Change your water . . .Change your water . . .
Change Change 

youryour  
 life life TM

Graciela 
& Steven

Graciela & Steven, newly 
engaged La Habra Heights 
residents, will be glad to 
tell you more about the 
significant health benefits of 
proper hydration that you’ll 
experience from switching 
from tap water and bottled 
water to pure, hydrogen-rich 
Kangen Water. In the last year 
alone, they have helped dozens 
of families make this healthful 
life change.

Not all water is created equal! Kangen Water® is delicious, healthful, hydrogen-
rich water created by Enagic’s innovative water technology that has been in 
successful use around the world for more than 40 years.

Invented and made in Japan, Enagic devices filter 
your tap water and produce seven different ionized 
alkaline and acidic waters through electrolysis. 
These specialized waters can be used for a variety of 
purposes, including drinking, cooking, beauty care 
and cleaning.

Many common health problems are related to 
excessive acidity in bodily fluids. Drinking alkaline 
water reduces this acidity and works to restore 
your body to a more balanced, healthful alkaline 
state. Plain water has a neutral pH of 7.0, whereas 

alkaline Kangen Water has a pH of 8.5 to 9.5. Unlike tap water, Kangen Water has no 
unpleasant odor, has a pleasantly sweet flavor and feels light and more refreshing in 
your mouth. It’s also much better for you than expensive bottled water—and better 
for the planet as well because you won’t need to deal with plastic bottles that clutter 
the environment and harm the ecosystem.

When you prepare food and beverages with Kangen Water, you’ll be pleased and 
surprised by how much it enhances flavors.

Heights residents Graciela & Steven at Vital Ascensions invite you to try these 
state-of-the-art Enagic devices and learn how they can improve your family’s life.

Distributor ID: 7347192

Get your free two-week water trial.
562-318-8594
VitalAscensions.com

@grottoboy
@gracie.la
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I N  M E M O R I A M

Ruth Janet Wolfarth (1930-2023)
Ruth Janet Wolfarth (née Brink), 

 93, a resident of La Habra 
 Heights for nearly 60 years, 

passed away on December 31, 2023, 
in Anaheim after moving to a senior 
living community there in 2022.

Ruth and her late husband 
Charles Wolfarth (1929-2010) played 
significant roles in the long struggle 
to protect rural living in La Habra 
Heights and to incorporate the 
community as a city.

Ruth was born on April 18, 1930, 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, the 
daughter of Arthur Sven Brink (an 
emigrant from Sweden) and his 
wife Hildur Brink (née Almquist). 
Ruth graduated from Roosevelt 
High School in Minneapolis. In the 
summer of 1948, she met a young 
man from Mount Prospect, Illinois, 
named Charles Wolfarth during 
a visit to a Minnesota lake. They 
married in 1950 and initially made 
their home in Illinois.

In 1953, the Wolfarths moved 
to California, and Charles and Ruth 
started a landscape contracting 
business. Charles did landscape 
designs, estimates and installation 
work, and Ruth served as bookkeeper 
and business manager for their 
growing enterprise.

 Attracted by plentiful trees and 
the rural quality of life in La Habra 
Heights, they bought a lot in 1959 
with plans to build a house, but they 
later decided to purchase an existing 
home into which they moved in 1963.

The couple quickly became 
active in their new community. 
Ruth volunteered to help in all the 
organizations in which their three 
children were involved, including 
Hilltoppers 4-H Club, Highland 
Riders Equestrian Club and Scouts. 
The Wolfarths were members of the 
Lutheran Church, and Ruth taught 
Sunday School for many years.

Charles and Ruth also became highly active members of the La Habra 
Heights Improvement Association (LHHIA), which was dedicated to 
preserving the independent rural lifestyle of the small community against 
threatened suburban development and possible annexation by nearby 
cities. Charles became president of that organization, which spearheaded 
a challenging, decade-long drive to incorporate La Habra Heights as a city.

When the incorporation 
effort succeeded in 1978, Ruth 
was serving as LHHIA president. 
Wolfarth Landscaping received the 
first business license in the new 
city. Charles was elected to the first 
city council, on which he served 
for the next 10 years, and he was 
mayor twice during that period.

One of the founders of the La 
Habra Heights Historical Committee, 
Ruth served as chairperson for 
many years. She worked diligently 
on an oral history of the Heights, 
personally conducting numerous 
interviews with longtime Heights 
residents. She also collected and 
cataloged historical images and 
designed historical displays for 
local events, including periodic 
Avocado Festivals. For her 
decades-long efforts, she received 
multiple citations from the City 
of La Habra Heights, Los Angeles 

County and the California State Senate. She wholeheartedly continued her 
community-building work even after her husband passed away in 2010 just 
a few days after their 60th wedding anniversary.

A stalwart member of the Rancho La Habra 
Republican Women’s Organization, Ruth served 
several terms as president and board member. She 
volunteered at the polls for every election for an 
astonishing period of 50 consecutive years, finally 
retiring in 2020 at the age of 90 (left).

Ruth loved to travel. She and Charles visited 
many parts of the United States, as well as Germany, Sweden, Mexico, 
Canada, Israel, Egypt, Russia and China. She enjoyed outdoor activities, 
especially snow skiing and bike riding, and she was a talented cook and an 
accomplished seamstress who sometimes made her own clothes.

A devout Christian and patriotic American, Ruth was known for her 
duty, responsibility, organizing skills, hard work and resolute dedication to 
her family and the many organizations in which she served. 

Ruth is survived by her sister Mary Phillips, daughter Cindy 
Cartwright, son Ron Wolfarth and his wife Elizabeth Linaman, son 
Richard Wolfarth, granddaughter Jamie Wolfarth, granddaughter Kathryn 
Cartwright and her husband Dane Piai, granddaughter Melissa Harper 
and her husband Christopher Harper, granddaughter Michelle Wolfarth, 
granddaughter Alexandra Wolfarth and her husband Victor Band, 
grandsons Jeremy Wolfarth and David Wolfarth and four great-grandsons: 
Parker Gaston, Kane Piai, Jackson Harper and Lucas Harper. Her sisters 
Karen Zuel and Gloria Gooden preceded her in death.

A service celebrating Ruth Wolfarth’s long and productive life will be 
held on Saturday, February 17, at 10 a.m. at Emanuel Lutheran Church, 
150 N. Palm St., La Habra, CA 90631. The family asks that in lieu of flowers 
a donation be made to Emanuel Memorial Fund of Emanuel Lutheran 
Church, La Habra, or to Wounded Warriors, two of her favorite charities.

Circa 
1948

June 10, 
1950

2007

2020

1978

1960

2018



7

Flanked by members of the La Habra Heights Historical Committee, Ruth holds a commendation 
from the California Senate. To Ruth’s left is former Heights mayor Kyle Miller, who made the 
presentation on behalf of Senator Bob Archuleta at the 2019 Avocado Festival.

Ruth’s family held a “Grandma’s 85th Birthday Bash” for her at Disneyland. She is in the center 
next to Mickey Mouse.

Heights Life  ADVERTISING RATES
For-profit business and private-party ads	 6 issues	         11 issues

1” line ad: black & white (3.75”W x 1”H)		  $      93.50	          $   165.00

1” line ad: color (3.75”W x 1”H)			   $    100.00	          $   175.00

2” business card ad: black & white (3.75”W x 2”H)		  $    396.00	         $    660.00

2” business card ad: color (3.75”W x 2”H)		  $    506.00	         $    770.00

1/4-page ad: black & white (3.75”W x 5”H)		  $    660.00	         $1,100.00

1/4-page ad: color (3.75”W x 5”H)			   $    880.00	         $1,512.50

1/2-page ad: color (7.5”W x 5”H)			   $ 1,210.00	         $2,200.00

Full-page ad: color (bleed: 8.625”W x 11.125”H)* 		  $1,760.00	         $3,300.00

Full-page ad: color (non-bleed: 7.5”W x 10”H)		  $1,760.00	         $3,300.00

Paid non-profit 501(c)(3) ads (space guaranteed)	
1/4-page ad: black & white (3.75”W x 5”H)		  $    330.00	         $    550.00

1/4-page ad: color (3.75”W x 5”H)			   $    440.00	         $    770.00

1/2-page ad: color (7.5”W x 5”H)			   $    660.00	         $1,100.00

Free non-profit 501(c)(3) ads	 		  Based on space available.

One-time ad

1/4-page ad: color (3.75”W x 5”H)			   $    165.00

1/2-page ad: color (7.5”W x 5”H)			   $    220.00

Digital ad artwork must be in JPEG, TIFF or PDF format at 300 DPI 
resolution or higher in the actual ad size. For bleed ads, see measurements 
above. Send ads as separate attachments; do not send ad files embedded 
in Microsoft Word, Excel or other document formats. Heights Life is not 
responsible for poor-quality reproduction from low-resolution or out-of-focus 
files or for incorrectly-sized bleed ads that must have at least a 1/8-inch (.125-
inch) trim border on all sides.* 
•  We prefer digital files, but we can scan high-quality camera-ready art. 
Typography and line art should be clean and sharp, and photographs and 
images, including half-tones, should be sharply focused and properly 
exposed. Heights Life is not responsible for the quality of reproduction on 
poor-quality photographs and artwork.
•	 Payment for each ad or ad cancellation must be received by the deadline 
date for ad artwork, which is the 10th of the month prior to the issue date 
(e.g., ad artwork and payment for the March issue are due February 10).
	 * Text or photos that you do not want cut off must be within the 8.25”W x  
       10.75”H “live” area. For bleed ads, include at least 1/8-inch (.125-inch)  
       bleed areas and trim marks.

ADVERTISING POLICY:  La Habra Heights Improvement Association 
(LHHIA) reserves the right to accept or reject advertising for Heights 
Life and to delete objectionable words and phrases. Submission of an 
advertisement does not constitute a commitment by LHHIA to publish 
the advertisement. Publication of an advertisement does not constitute 
an agreement for continued publication. Heights Life and LHHIA will 
not be liable for failure to publish an advertisement as requested or for 
more than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. Heights Life and 
LHHIA liability shall be limited to an adjustment for the cost of the space 
occupied by any error, with maximum liability being cancellation of the 
cost of the first incorrect advertisement or re-publication of the correct 
advertisement. Under no circumstances shall Heights Life or LHHIA be 
liable for consequential damage of any kind. Heights Life attempts to screen 
advertisers carefully, but we are neither responsible for nor liable for the 
performance or non-performance of advertisers. If you have compliments 
or complaints involving advertisers, contact LHHIA. For more information, 
please call Monica Gunns at 714-412-2667. 
Make checks payable to LHHIA and mail to: LHHIA, P.O. Box 241, La Habra, 
CA  90631. Advertising Co-directors: Monica Gunns and Carolyn Boehringer. 

In our beloved Heights, fire 
prevention is a personal,  
year-round responsibility!

On pages 8 and 9, you’ll find a story about the 

dedication of our new Heli-Hydrant to help fight 

wildfires. While we’re very glad to have this new 

equipment, the La Habra Heights Fire Department  

reminds us that we’ll be much better off if we never 

have to use it!

Because of winter rains, we’ll have abundant brush 

this spring—which will soon dry out and become fuel 

for fires. Every resident is responsible for clearing brush 

on their property and helping prevent wildfires.

LHHFD will soon provide a brush-clearance guide to 

help you get ready for upcoming property inspections. 

Please read and follow it!
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Heights Heli-Hydrant officially dedicated

LA County Supervisor Janice Hahn, 
assisted by LA County Fire Chief Anthony 

Marrone and young helpers, cuts the ribbon 
during the Heli-Hydrant dedication ceremony.

Representatives from the California 
Senate, Los Angeles County, La Habra 

Heights, Whittier, Hacienda Heights, 
Rowland Heights and the Puente Hills 
Habitat Preservation Authority (Habitat 
Authority) took part in a dedication 
ceremony on December 15 for the new 
Heli-Hydrant that provides water to fill 
tanks on helicopters that fight wildfires in 
the Heights and neighboring areas.

Situated on a hilltop in eastern La Habra 
Heights, the hydrant is on property that is 
part of the 3,870-acre preserve managed by 
the Habitat Authority, including 724 acres 
within the boundaries of La Habra Heights. 
The site was chosen as the most suitable 
location by helicopter pilots from the Los 
Angeles County Fire Department.  

Ivan Sulic, chairperson of the Habitat 
Authority board of directors, was master 
of ceremonies for the event. Speakers 
were Los Angeles County Supervisor 
Janice Hahn, Los Angeles County Fire 
Chief Anthony Marrone, State Senator 
Bob Archuleta, La Habra Heights Mayor 
Carol Engelhardt, La Habra Heights City 
Councilmembers Brian Bergman and 
Dennis Laherty, and La Habra Heights Fire 
Chief Mitch Brookhyser.

“The operative word for today is 
collaboration,” said La Habra Heights 
Councilmember Dennis Laherty, who, 
along with Councilmember Brian Bergman, 

Left to right: LA County Supervisor Janice Hahn, Senator Bob 
Archuleta and Habitat Authority Board Chairperson Ivan Sulic 
display a Senate certificate commemorating the dedication .

spearheaded efforts to get the Heli-Hydrant 
approved, funded and installed. Laherty 
noted that planning and negotiations were 
especially difficult and time-consuming 
since so many agencies and organizations 
were involved. He and Bergman both 
recognized and thanked Supervisor Janice 
Hahn for helping to negotiate agreements 
and secure grant funding for the project.

Executive Director Andrea Gullo of 
the Habitat Authority was also heavily 
involved in negotiations that led to 
ecologically acceptable site preparations 
and installation of the important new 
firefighting technology.

Pam McVicar, board vice president of the 
La Habra Heights County Water District, 
was the first to advocate installing a Heli-
Hydrant in our community after learning 
how effective such equipment had been in 
fighting wildfires in Orange County.

Supervisor Hahn said: “During a firefight, 
precious minutes matter! We’re grateful that 
we can provide you with this new tool to 
help protect this beautiful La Habra Heights 
and surrounding communities.”

Senator Bob Archuleta reminded the 
audience that La Habra Heights is the first 
city in Los Angeles County to install a Heli-

Hydrant and called it a reminder of ongoing 
commitments to protect the Heights from 
wildfire. He also praised fire academy 
students who serve as volunteer firefighters 
in the La Habra Heights Fire Department. 
“La Habra Heights, you’re the mothership 
for all these young firefighters who learn 
their trade here and then move out to serve 
other communities,” he said.

Los Angeles County Fire Chief Anthony 
Marrone and La Habra Heights Fire Chief 
Mitch Brookhyser explained the vital role 
that timely water drops play in bringing 
wildfires under control quickly.

Left to right: La Habra Heights City Councilmembers Brian 
Bergman and Dennis Laherty spoke about the challenges that 
had to be overcome to make the heli-hydrant a reality.
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Representing La Habra Heights at the dedication ceremony were (left to right): Pam McVicar, vice president of the board of directors of the La Habra Heights County Water District; City Treasurer Dinesh 
Ghiya; Interim City Manager Rafferty Wooldridge; Mayor Carol Engelhardt; City Councilmembers Brian Bergman, Dennis Laherty and Norm Zezula; and Fire Chief Mitch Brookhyser.

How it works In the past, helicopters fighting fires in the Heights either had to land in Schabarum 
Park for difficult manual refilling or travel to local reservoirs such as Puddingstone 

Lake. The convenient location of our new Heli-Hydrant creates a force-multiplier effect, 
allowing a single helicopter to perform many more water drops in a shorter period of 
time. A small helicopter holds 350 gallons; a large Chinook CH-47 (see the photo on the 
cover) holds 3,000 gallons.

Made by Whaling Fire Line Equipment 
(Canyon Country, California), the 
patented Heli-Hydrant system features 
remote, radio-activated, helicopter pilot-
controlled valves that rapidly fill and drain 
the 8,600-gallon tank, which is 8 feet high 
and 15 feet in diameter. The tank has no 
lid so that it remains dry when not in use 
to prevent stagnant water and to keep 
wildlife and people safe. During Red Flag 
Fire Alert days, the La Habra Heights Fire 
Department has the option to prefill the 
tank as an extra precaution.

Having a Heli-Hydrant the Heights 
enables helicopter firefighters to suppress 
fires sooner and keep fires smaller. This 
technology increases protection not 
only for our city, but also for surrounding 
communities, constituting a significant 
contribution to our Mutual Aid Agree-
ments with neighboring agencies.

1   When approaching 
the Heli-Hydrant, the 

pilot sends a remote signal 
to the pump that fills the 
large tank with water.

2 The signal activates 
an automated valve 

to tap into the Heights 
water system.

3 Water is pumped 
into the tank, filling 

it as often as needed by 
helicopter firefighters.

4 Water is drawn 
through a dangling 

hose into a tank on the 
helicopter and then 
dumped onto fires. 
The helicopter returns 
to the Heli-Hydrant to 
            refill as often as  
            necessary.
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Scott Cole Plumbing

Carl Cole Plumbing, founded in 1973 by my late father, had  
 many satisfied customers in La Habra Heights, and so did my  
 great-uncle Al Ramer. I learned the plumbing business 
from them, and now my company, Scott Cole Plumbing, is 

carrying on our family’s over 50-year legacy by providing the latest 
technologies and techniques to our Heights customers.

We specialize in repairing septic systems, and we spend a lot 
of time restoring seepage pits that are so critical to proper system 
operation. Many septic systems in the Heights are quite old, so 
it’s especially important to maintain them properly and repair 
them promptly to avoid costly complete system breakdowns. LA 
County has now implemented more stringent requirements for 
new residential septic systems, so just replacing your seepage tank 
alone could be very expensive—and it costs even more for a total 
system replacement. Let us help keep your older septic system 
working well for years to come!

California License 758929 • Bonded & insured • proplumber0101@gmail.com
scottcoleplumbing.com • Check out our many five-star Google reviews!

Three generations of plumbers 
servicing La Habra Heights. . .

562-365-8036

We also specialize in water 
and gas leak detection and in 
repairing and replacing gas 
mains and water mains.

We specialize in repairing and 
restoring septic system seepage pits.

Call 
for free 

estimate

10
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Taking care of trees Taking care of trees 
since 1983since 1983

Goodman Tree ServiceGoodman Tree Service

•• Trimming
  •• Topping
    •• Removal
      •• Stump grinding
        •• Fire risk 
           management

A FAMILY BUSINESS

State Contractor License #696928

562562--237237--46514651
Free estimates

Call anytime

Psalm 1:3

Robert’s Liquid DisposRobert’s Liquid Disposalal
562-864-2953

Serving La Habra 
Heights since 1959

14018 Carmenita Road
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

Septic Tank Pumping Palms direct from growerPalms direct from grower
•• Specializing in tropical pool    
   & garden landscaping

•• Expert design & installation

•• Over 50 years of experience

Call Chuck: 714-749-3488 or Vince: 714-732-8556 

Palms & MorePalms & More

A-1 Home Care AgencyA-1 Home Care Agency
Corporate Headquarters •15111 Whittier Blvd.• Suite 360 • Whittier, CA 90603

Caregivers, companions,
hospital sitters and 

nurse aides

((877877)) 929-8499 929-8499
((562562)) 929-8400 929-8400

24-hour or hourly home care  • Non-medical care
Long-term care  • Conservatorship credentialed

12

Clean windows & much more...
Window cleaning • Power washing 

Rain gutter cleaning • Commercial cleaning 
Mobile home & coach cleaning

562-789-9976
Sparkling Clean WindowsSparkling Clean Windows

Jeff Ray
SparklingCleanWindowsCA.com

own e r :

Lic# 65616

If you like to sew or 
quilt or you’d like to 
learn, please join us!
3rd Monday each month • 6:30 p.m.
Friendship square quilt Guild

La Habra United Methodist Church
631 North Euclid, La Habra, CA

Visit us online at fsqg.org

The new year is a great time to join LHHIA or to renew 
your regular or premium membership. Please see 
‘Become a member’ on page 16 for details. Thanks!
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La Habra Heights
RESIDENT

ALL CITY SERVICES
Plumbing & Electrical Home Services

562-329-7886

Licensed and insured
La Habra Heights resident

Quality service at half the cost

Expert Septic &Expert Septic &
Sewer ServiceSewer Service

626-208-7090626-208-7090

•• Septic tank pumping
•• System design & installation
•• Certification for real estate
•• Full 24/7 service

Golden Penny Sanitation Inc.

(Call or text Alan)

QUALITY • PROFESSIONAL • EFFICIENT • CLEAN
NEW CONSTRUCTION  /  REMODELING
COMMERCIAL TENANT IMPROVEMENT

Bob Harrison
O: (714) 990-6700
C: (562) 755-1705
F: (714) 990-6702
E: rwhconst@aol.com

428 Berry Way •  Brea, CA 92821
www.rwhconstructioninc.com

SEE THRU WINDOW CLEANING
Residential • Commercial • Pressure Washing

Joel Innamorato  • 562-587-7844 
Mobile: 562-587-7844

Professional 
Window Cleaning Service

laplumber.com

Fido Come HomeFido Come Home 562-694-8090562-694-8090R E P O RT  LO ST 
O R  FO U N D  P E TS

Made in the USA of high-quality, die-cast metal, these 
attractive, sturdy frames are a great way to display your pride 
in our unique rural community. 

LHH license plate frames on 
sale at City Hall for $10 each
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RV Storage
Inside & Outside

428 Berry Way, Brea, CA. 92821
(714) 990 6703

THE HONEY DO LIST GUY
DO YOU HAVE UNFINISHED PROJECTS?

CALL BOB  Lic.# 442893 & Ins. Contractor 

562-755-1705 Heights Resident 11 years 

COMPACT

TRACTOR
With operator & attachments • Over 40-year Heights resident

Call Tom at 562-708-2665

     STARTING AT

$105
    PER HOUR

LINDA PIEQUET • HAIRDRESSER
Serving La Habra & La Habra Heights since 1976

(562) 697-2211

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Quality Service Since 1958

(800) 238-5558
(562) 646-1222
www.laplumber.com

Heights Resident

(800) 238-5558
(562) 646-1222
www.laplumber.com
HEIGHTS RESIDENT
Quality Service Since 1958

WILLIAMS
TREE SERVICE
P.O. Box 5557, Whittier, CA 90607-5557

Service since 

1 9 8 6 f r e e  e s t i m a t e s

Topping Removal
General Clean-ups

Firewood
Licensed

Residential

Trimming
Stump Grinding

Palms
Insured

Commercial
(562) 692-8677

wtreedude@aol.com  •  State License #941245 • Bonded

Call Greg Williams Fax: (562) 698-4085

Caregiver with CPR training available
  Great local references. Sadly, lost my Heights patient after 4 years.  
  Expertise in bathing, dressing, feeding, exercising, walking patient  
  (w/Dr approval), driving to appointments, shopping. OK with light  
  housework. Speak English, Spanish. Call AMALIA: 951-335-1268.





Brian Bergman..........562-690-5047........Briansbergman@hotmail.com

Carol Engelhardt...562-217-0983........clengelhardt1@yahoo.com

Dennis Laherty.........714-401-0873........Dennis.laherty@gmail.com

John Pespisa...............562-694-1371........Jmp100@roadrunner.com 

Norm Zezula..............562-697-9914........normzezulaLhh@gmail.com

© Copyright La Habra Heights Improvement Association, 2024

BSA Troop 1814 • 951-538-8377 or cookmaster251@yahoo.com
BSA Troop 793 (female troop) • Call Carl Diamond at 562-706-8279   
     or email Carl@cdiamond.org
Cub Scout Pack 817 • 562-267-9022 • lahabrapack817@gmail.com 
     • Facebook.com/pack817
Boys and Girls Club • 562-694-1805 • ourchildrensfuture.org
Habitat Authority • habitatauthority.org/waystohelp
Meals on Wheels • 562-383-4221 • LaHabraMealsonWheels.org
VCC: The Gary Center • 562-264-6000 • vccthegarycenter.org

Emergency ...............................................................................911
City Hall: lhhcity.org................................................562-694-6302
Sheriff’s Department (Industry Station).........626-330-3322
Ranger Services........................................................562-698-1446
Fire Department (non-emergency)........................562-694-8283
La Habra Heights County Water District......562-697-6769
Los Angeles County Animal Control...............562-940-6898
Fido Come Home (report lost and found pets).......562-694-8090
Republic Waste Services........................................800-700-8610

Emergency & City Numbers

La Habra Heights City Council

Community Service Opportunities

BOARD of DIRECTORS • lhhia.org
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February 10   Happy Chinese New Year (Year of the Dragon)
February 12   City Council meeting: 6:30 p.m. at City Hall
February 15   Public Safety & Emergency Preparedness: 6 p.m.
February 14   Happy Valentine’s Day
February 19   President’s Day (City Hall closed)
February 27   Planning Commission meeting: 6:30 p.m.
February 28   Roads Advisory Committee meeting: 6:30 p.m. at City Hall                                       

Heights Community Events
P.O. Box 241
La Habra, CA 90631

Lynn Kelley, President (LHHIAPresident@gmail.com) and ‘Halloween Haunt’   
         Co-Chairperson (lynnkelley91@gmail.com).....................................562-371-4603
Rick Brooks, Vice President & Webmaster (plumeriafarmer@gmail.com)
Gil Taylor, Treasurer (excel@pristineprop.com)......................................562-322-3453
Susan Brooks, Secretary & ‘Easter Egg Hunt’ Chairperson 
        (susanbrooks827@gmail.com)................................................................714-222-5091
Pam McVicar, Membership Chairperson (Memberlhhia@gmail.com) 
        and Youth Employment Roster (youthlhhia@gmail.com)..............714-504-3415
Carolyn Boehringer, Advertising Co-Chairperson.................................310-849-4582
Monica Gunns, Advertising Co-Chairperson...........................................714-412-2667
Angela Owen, ‘Halloween Haunt’ Co-Chairperson 
         (arowen3@yahoo.com)............................................................................562-201-1119
Diana Garcia Taylor, ‘Morning With Santa’ Chairperson
         (Diana@myjesmar.com)........................................................................562-577-4802
Catherine Richert, Director (catherinerichert@aol.com).......................562-697-0962
Linda Letizia, Director (lindarletizia@gmail.com)..................................562-303-8801

Heights Life : heightslifeeditor@gmail.com
Editors: Dan and Barbara Stracner............................................................562-632-0691

For information about advertising in Heights Life, visit lhhia.org or call: 
Advertising Co-Chairperson: Carolyn Boehringer...................................310-849-4582
Advertising Co-Chairperson: Monica Gunns.............................................714-412-2667

Welcome Wagon : welcomewagonLHHIA@gmail.com
Chairperson: Vicki Cooke....................................................................	562-694-4949

LHH Fire Report

Sheriff’s Report

La Habra Heights Improvement Association is a 501(c)(3) 
volunteer organization (Tax ID# 95-2455456) that receives no funding 
from the City of La Habra Heights—so we rely on your annual dues 
and other donations to pay for our many community events and 
projects. Annual membership dues are:

•  Regular: $35

•  Bronze: $75

•  Silver: $100

•  Gold: $250

•  Platinum: $500+

Pay online at www.lhhia.com or mail your check (made payable 
to LHHIA) to: LHHIA, P.O. Box 241, La Habra, CA 90631.

 Become a member

•  Regular..................$35
•  Bronze...................$75
•  Silver.......................$100
•  Gold........................$250
•  Platinum...............$500
•  Diamond...............$1,000+

December  2023
Advanced life-support calls: 29 (17 in LHH, 12 in LA County), Basic life-support 
calls: 16 (4 in LHH, 12 in LA County), Public assist: 4 (3 in LHH, 1 in LA 
County), Fire calls: 9 (4 in LHH, 5 in LA County), Traffic collisions: 7 (4 in LHH, 
3 in LA County), Automatic aid into LA County: 33.

Total Calls: 65

		           December 2023
Residence burglary: 1, Vehicle burglary: 1, Hit & run: 2, Non-aggravated assault: 1, 
Person mentally ill: 1, Person missing: 1, Person dead: 1, Elder abuse: 1, Grand theft 
vehicle: 1, Vandalism: 1, Traffic accidents: 3, Felonies: 1, Non-criminal: 2

 Total Incidents: 17


