
The UK publishing industry is a success story 
at home and across the world. Publishing 
also helps fuel creativity across the rest 
of the UK’s world-leading creative sectors. 
For instance, Harry Potter alone is worth 
approximately £4 billion to the economy 
through books, films, tv, theatre, and tourism. 

We export more books than any other 
country, with turnover of over £6 billion 
generating £3.8 billion in exports, reducing 
the UK’s trade deficit by 2.2%. It also flies the 
flag for British culture and language across 
the world. 52% of the top 20 box office UK-
produced films were based on published 
material, grossing £1.5 billion in UK box office 
revenue (61%) and £22.5 billion globally (65%).  
The publishing industry also directly employs 
29,000 people in the UK and supports more 
than 70,000 jobs.

Academic publishers bring cutting-edge 
British ideas to global audiences, cementing 
our science superpower status and 
supporting our research output. Education 
publishers engage learners of all ages with 
evidence-informed content, and gave £43 
million worth of resources away for free 

during the pandemic to aid an education 
system under strain. Consumer publishers 
help people to enjoy themselves and be 
inspired, with fiction selling particularly well 
recently.  

CASE STUDY: PUBLISHING

We export more books 
than any other country, 
with turnover of over £6 
billion generating £3.8 
billion in exports. Harry 
Potter alone is worth 
approximately £4 billion 
to the economy through 
books, films, TV, theatre, 
and tourism.

 © Publishers Association


