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Australia’s great policy failures of the past two decades.
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Declining education standards are
a national crisis thats harming our
children’s future and our economy

PAUL KELLY

EDITOR-AT-LARGE

The issue is elemental. School-
chikdren have not been properly

tralia's 20-year battle over how to
teach primary school students to
read Reading is the foundation of
education. Wi ing, a
«child cannot succeed in secondary
school or in the work|

The struggle over reading &
the ultimate example of subjects
being taught with little or no basis
in the science of leaming, Tudge
makes the alarming point: T du;el

. The divide in the education
between those who follow the
who embrace

leaming outcomes,” Donovan
said. “We know what those prac-
tices are. The evidence is ex-
tremely robust, up there with the
most evidence-based stuff there
is. We know what works. We are

bere sbout explicit in-
struction, the teacher being re-
spoasible for the learning of
students; teachers revisiting the
mmlwcmnulwumd

think ther
source of this problem among
educational theorists” The result

This approach is
supported itve science
and our understanding of how

$36.4bn

2007-08

unless the states share this as a
genuinecommitment,

Tudge said: “Our ﬂuuluds
have fallen significantly over the
past 20 years despite the massive
mcrease in school funding. A kad
today has G0 per cent more re-
sources allocated to them than
lhr\ d»d Z(chev\ ago. Funding for

has mcreased by 38 per
ccm in mal per c.‘nla terms over

Incredsbly, our performance
has gone backwards. Politicians

Source: ACARA

gualified to answer s Jennifer
Buckingham, director of strategy
at Multilit, a literacy instruction
provider. Buckingham has spent
the past 12 years spearheading the
battle to inject phonics back into
schools as the evidencebased
method to teach young people
how toread

She told Inquerer: “Education
departments have tended to be
uncritical, not look at the data and
not toask Why aren't a significant
proportionofstudents able to read
atthe end of prienary school?

“How can that question have
been ignored? And # has been
ignored for far toolong.

We had about 50,000 students
Australiawide in 2019who started
secondary school with bare-mini-
o reading skills if at any all,
and that’s being going on year
afteryear. Seven years of full-time
wiw)(w ‘hould not lts.ll( ina

d Read

mg
underpins everything else. It is
impossible to succoed in cdu-
cation if you s\ngplrmlh reading,

instructed in reading, maths, sd- s division sbout school curricu-  the brainleams” who talk passionately about egui-

ence and the humanitics. This  lum, flawed teacher training at Yet this s not the approach  ty have presided over classroom

hould b he il | from followed in moest Australan  methods that have done more to

faiure that it represents, Yet this  state education ministers and, be- — classrooms. “The  problem s damage disadvantaged students

fashure has only begun toenter the  cause of the federation, a national  these practices are not necess-  and handicap them for a hfetime

i diadel with limited mpect  arily well understood by teach-  than virtually any other public

In the kst of policy failers over.  Inkerviewed by Inguirer, 1 onchissroom practice. ers” Donovan said “There are  policy in this country. Yet there is

the past 20 ycars, the fall in school  asked new federal Education Min- Central to Australia’s problem  concerns teachers will be accused — no accountability

education performance mustrank  ister Alan Tudge whether he felt s the misuse of a great iea—that  of lacking creativity m their ap- “The dedine in schodl stan-

at or near the top - yet the re- Ih; Australian public wss even  the "knowledge capital” of coun-  proach. T believe these fours wre  dards despite the real per capita

sponse has brought tricsdet suceess. Asa rmwu\dod Weneed to Jook into l\ndmzmmnx-smoﬂuan

voices and a denial of palitical 'F‘nimhb not — and whigal | atiiwe lored this wea for 2 s up e past

front thisdis-  pou lh: hm decades” Tudge said. “The

scrvice to young Austraians and m&:t-. ked, a5 m—, should be.” politicians m:.l themscvesinto  “Indications from the asscss-  real problem in educational thes

our economic fusture. T said. “When | paint this out ng Australia was actually  ments suggest that leamingisnot — ory is llulwrvehzd:n:pgrmdl

The inedequate level of school in my speeches people are shock-  implementing it But they madea  going well We know from sur-  essentially based on child-centred

performance  and  Australia’s  od to find we have dedined inour  colassal blunder — they failed to  veys of teachers where they are  inquiry and so-called child-<kil-

steady declme both in sbsolute  schodl standands even against  follow the data They had con- fandylm\kﬂml}rvdm'l knu\v Im; wh-ch has been hostile to a

and relative terms has never hit  ourselves by about :yuuwurlh tempt for & ich, explict instruc-
the national political radar. Ithas  ofl That Jeany Donovan, dis ofthe Tudg( is unususl - a foderal  tionmethod. Thishasbeenthe

never heen presentedasanational  is, an average 15-year-old today is  Australian  Education Rﬂearch minister doeply versed in odu-  umph of progressive ideology aver

cnisis. It is widely debated st state 2 year behmnd in thewr leamng tion — the body cation before he entered politics.  evidence-based pr 3. The evi-

fevel - where responshility lies foe
schools — yet there is no agreed,
credible policy response being
a3 each state goes its
own way withnegligible results

compared with an average 15
year-old in theyear 2000
The public interest of students,
parents, business and comamunsty
is being sacrificed, Witness Aus-

Organssl
by state and federal mnmlns w0
spearhead reseurch — told Inguirer
'hrmdmmwacmmmnz

‘e need to focus on practices
that dd-m the most effective

His misssion is to retum Auqmlu
by 2030 into the top group of
education nations. He brands as
“shameful” the story of the past
20 years. But he has no hope

ractice
dence is clear that explicit teach-
mg is far more effective than
purely child-centred leaming ™
What does the soence of leam-
ing 1l us? One person deeply

There & a re y here in

SHORTENING
THE ODDS

Brad Noringlon reports on
Labor’s comeback wannabe
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In this land of the
Delta Blues, Covid
zero is no longer king

How we live with corona is a painful
discussion that the nation must have

GREG SHERIDAN

FOREIGN EDITOR

Australiaisin a desperate nation-
al race aganst the Delta stramn of
Covid-19. There is no gusrantee
that NSW will be able to succeed
in putting the Delta genie back in
the botte. The cutbreak in our
most populous state is now a
1

Institute, tells Inguirer: “Delta =
more serious. Studies from Can-
the UK suggest it's twice
as likely to put you in hospital, in
ICU and kill you™
Other epidemiclogists might
be a bit more provisional in their
judgments, but no one makes
serious casc that it's any less
y than previous strains,
The total number of new cases
in NSW, more than 1700 since
mid-June, is still small by inter-
national standards. But Australia
has very k«A r‘\"'vk- who have

Australia  must  simal-
aneously plot a path to opening
up and living with some version
of Covid-19, bat keep the virus
away until we are adoquately
vaccinated. Every part of owr
national lifc is up for grabs.

The national strategy s to
keep the virus out, get vaccinat-
ed, then open up again. But mter-
national experience is telling us
that even mass vaccination docs
not sobve all our problems, por
Sead us back to a pre-Covid life

Nick Coatsworth, the former

lical officer, tells
Inquirer we couldbe dealing with
serious Cavid trouble for years.

But the crisis in N‘i\!t is im-
mediate Premier Gladys B«qu
lian expects serious restrictions
in her state until at Jeast October,
Incadentally, one of the strange
features of Covid is how the pee-
modern realities, in this case the
natural seasons, reassert them-
selves. October is late spring.
Covid revelsinwinter

Policy was moving rapidly
this week, as the NSW crisis is
also a national crisss. Berejiklian
demanded more of the nation’s

Plaer dosex Other premiers
turned her down flat. The Aus-
tralian  Medical  Association

jomed with Scott Marrison toask
the Australian Technscal Advis-
ory Group on Immunisation to
recommes: he  AstraZeneca
vaccine for younger people in
Sydney. For we have occans of
AZ and much less Pfizer.

The Therapeutic Goods Ad-
ministration has now approved
Covid vaccinations for children
as youngas L2,

NSW sands on the very brnk

natural i nnmurm

Andstill oaly 15 per centof el
gible adults are fully vaccinated.
Sawe ure anmensely vulnersble.
Our health systems eould still be
severely tested.

What we are desperately try-
ing for now is for most adults to
have at Jeast their first jab by Oc-
tober. Bersjiklian thinks we
could then lead more normal
lives. But onc jab &s vastly less
protective than two shots

Macintyre thinks that if Delta
is the dominant variant, then we

B0 per cent adult vacci-
nation before we can safely open
up. Coatsworth also nominates
the figure of 80 per cent, but he
argues that with a 50 per cent
overall adult vacdnation rate, we
should be able to give more free-
doms to the fully vaccinated.

“Younger adult Australians
need a pathway.” Coatsworth
tells Inquarer, “when we get to 50
per cent of the entire redevant
adult  population  vaccinated,
with age groups of 6 plus nearly
fully yaceinated, then you \wuH
still have restrictions, but gre:
liberties would be uﬂund to |hr

fully vaccnated

Professoe Senjaya Senenay-
ake of the Australian National
University, like Contsworth and

‘Rather than the
whole economy
opening up at a
certain point, it’s
better to give
those who have
been vaccinated

of disaster. lts test-and-trace kit~ more freedoms’

squads were pold

medallits, agninst the original  SEVAVA SENENAYAXE
AN ZROFFSSOR

variant. The Alpha vanant was
faster and more dangerous, but
the NSW teams just got faster
and bigger themselves.

They scomed the virus: is that
the best you can do? And they
lorded it over other states. We
don't lock down in NSW.

Then they met Delta, turbo-
charged. faster than lightning. it
beats all-comers so far

Now, NSW, and Australia, are
potentially at a tipping point On
Friday, there were 136 new Corvid
cases in NSW. Only 53 were fully
isolating while infectious. An-
other 53 were in the community
the whole time. and another 30
part of the time. That's maybe 83
peaple who could have infocted
others. [fthey have on average 10
contacts each that's more then
800 people contact tracers have
o track down,

others, sys that when we do
relax. it should be graduak“Rath-
er than the whole cconomy
opening up at a certain pomt, it's
better w0 give those who hau
been vacanated more

This week, I undmwi
lengthy intervicws with nearly a
doaen of the most distinguished
epidemiclogists and  infectious
disease experts in Australia, All
ol them are keen to get Australia

up % 300 as possble.
Nu« one thought the UK ap-
proach of declaring a “freedom
day™ when all restrictions end
was a good approach.

Its always diffi Il l(- um-
municate 3 nuance
the public, one with pwuves.md
negatives.  Professar  Jodie
McVernon of the Doberty Insti-

:\ndlh.n :Juﬁnnedxy tute tells me that it has been

The 5. inthe  psychologically ging o
community compare with just focus forever on getting back to
20-0dd a few days ago. our pre-Comid life-

But here’s another cminous
indicator. On Friday, NSW had
137 Covid patients in hospital, 32
in intensive care, with 14 of those

and ministers around Australia

on . More than half
the people in intensive care are

Creeping failure has been tol-
crated by education ministers,
And this struggle is not limited to
reading The conflict over how to
teach pervades all subjects and is
now crupting in maths. The core
problem seems almost unbeliev-

Continued on Page 16

Here's the kicker: apant from
all its ather tricks, Delta attacks
younger people mere than the

She thanks it striking that next
door to Australia, in Indonesia,
human beings can die because of
alack of medical cxygen while in
Australia a certain sub-set in de-
nial can still claim that Covid &
Just the fhe At the ame time, she
believes we can cope with Covid.

Similarly, Coatsworth says
the idea of Covd zero “has be

AMictive”

carlier

Butifit's mwcwﬂlap(us. it
at least less deadly? Professor
Rama Maclntyre, the head of
Biosecurity Program at the Kby

Australia did brilliantly well
compared with those countrics
we think most cubturally similar

Contlnued on Puge 14
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Reopening a
great world
of wonders

th

In mad times, will our kids learn to
value the cultural riches we cherish?

PETER CRAVEN

With sbout 14 million pmplr in

m;lnmdm-nlnbeg—nhr

captain of industry, But we worry
that they might not know Citizen
Kane or 31 let alone Hamlet and
whatever history govems our con-
ception of the world.

But how do we come to get the
knowledge that makes us what we
arc? Not, or not at all smply., by

can betaught, and how. A lotofthe

time what we want is success an,

end of the day i success?

With schools shut and the Idea
afthe University %o mightdy artic-
ulated by John Henry Newman
turning into a virtual thing, Zoom-
o at best, and the outer lanacics of
cancel culture mighty in the world
what can we give the millenniaks
and Generation 22 Let's say, in the
way of the things we cherish in
terms of art and music and lstera-
ture, in terms of film and TV and
hevhiole cltoral h

teaching Ordawe
warry too much about what the
young may be missing out on? Is it
that we expect— abit blindly - that
our children will know everything
weknow while also being betteroff
than we are richer and more suc-
cessful sure, but also we hope (and
warry even as we hope) wiser?
Well, if we believe m the moral
depth and ennchment that comes
from great art and music and
literature, the odds may not be so
bad. In 2 suffidentdy opened up
world it would probably nat be too
hard to find young people who
might do the great Piero della
Francesca tour in noethem [taly
and stare into the face of his Risen
Christ and fed that they are look-
inginto the eyes of God. Theee are
plenty of kids wha might be able to
pick at a guitar who can foel the
weight of gricf and the might of tri-
ﬂphmlbthmlhcﬂnmmem

After all we live in mad times as
well as dangerous ones A talented
young Australian novdm said re-
Cently she was poing to

hew Pa Ortakein
the way a Liturgy of lamentation
becomes an act of transfiguration
in Mozart’s Requiem. The poten-
tial is there for that.

read coly
fletion nm(-nand IBK!'QI;
JKR of peo-
plemmzmmmwuu
for reading, has been reviled for
expeessing qualificd doubts about
the trans movement. The creator
of Harry Potter & an instructive
figure becanse she is as much a
fady of the left as anyone with her
nmhi\ouuldh: And sheisalsoa
popular novelist
ﬂmhdonnwnhﬁmoﬂnml
soother of souls, Agatha Christic.
Ihllb:kldnhwldb:wd\d
o Rowling that they can read, that
they imagine experience through
patterns of words. Gone is the
\icamlhnlm antity of
yﬂ ity pmplc

(bwdxmmwﬂa&lsmum
ing of the middle-aged who can
rend Listin and Greek.
We sometimes forget, however,
lhnl until & bare contury ago the
classics meant massvely nfluen-
tiad languages and liceratures. En-
lish literature ar world literature
came into being as an aren of study
because there was wide d

bﬁahmpnlehlbek‘ibey

dall th

fimed- in-
Junction: its difficulty and its mr
ly Once upon a time —
nl.mnnnngmmem
u\d 705~ there was a tremendous
belicf in the splendour and moeal
of great art. It existed side-
by-side with the befief that D,lan
figure, and

say, wasa S
that i

ﬂxg!an the futilitics of the mvi—
cultural frgments th;

were treated with such salinuy
and agony in the most cclchrated
afmodemist poems, TS Hliot's The
Waste Land,

That coexisted with the con-
temporary sensc that great and
sigmificant films were part of the

INQUIRER

MORE MONEY, l\ﬁNlMAL IMPROVEMEN

How national NAPLAN scores have changed since 2005%
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swirled around him and through

Once upon a time
... there was a
tremendous behel‘
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2016: Australian

pledge 2018: Gonski 2.0 report
............ . into educational
2008: Meln:;‘mt excellence released

a system-wide phonics

Bt Voo e
Fc!jniwmm':':ga(or:lg 7 y ture 1o the new Alice Springs.
cimeiibic dnarai that v g ’ D
drama of the ages. We want Gen Z [ 2011: Gonski review
lngade:wannhmmcup released calling for
hat b e e, o tedi o 2020: Funding for non-
o it depertmerts L i {fom SES madel to Direct
I-é\ school Eterature -,Inbun : ‘ YEARI YEAR S YEAR7 YEARQ Measure of Income
can Up/down Average i and different from the base year
Poet Christopher Logue = " o §
ety whea be o un o= Nycrange e B o 00 00) it eally il o e e ulis Gl promiss Education Resarch
answerably, 5 the oppositc ‘Government spendj g on education Ty nisation
i i Wik oy by | Sisenerrory unding Federal unding Australian schools establsbed (Gonski 20
” g G schodl ® N school @G school & N shool TOTAL ~ “tothe topfive inthe on)
of any importance can be taught. 04 L8 world by 2025"
Wisdom,ifyou ke, maysomehone | 200708 §36.4bn
Still, it M'n“‘nb{mr:‘pmlu o §3tat0
Its. - .
ot i . ey  pri-ganer] 20910 ) $41.800
that children know where the 04 | — $44.3bn
mountains are, whether they feel 20012 $47.1bn
like dlimbing them: Anna Kareni- 7 e mandatory phoni
m, Thomas Mans novel, | 0] gty 2005 Reeascof he 0 be inroduced
e it | mms $3%0  Miniseral Adviso 2021; Education Minister
a r ' Ministers it
echoes and innucndos of woeds, it 20616 ) == $55.7bn lelllrwﬂ!hl.:'l:lchu Amm'_‘m“_m_‘_
yrouldbe bandy fthey reogrised |y —, $57.800 by vk of ihad
chamged theock: Thax | 2918 o $6Lagbn s
there is an extraordinary - RIS | " $6558bn 2021: Draft of the new
power in the way he ol e Tty sy and national curriculum

see my baby ot my !
sucks the nurse ashoep? It's di-
rectly analogous to the soet of mir-
:du_u great sculptor such as a

in the
and moral depth of
great art

him, from the Rollng Stoncs
through J

cessible thing to the young. They
know why Tambounne Man is
such a liting song of complex
magic and, one trusts, they have &
hintofthe ashenwisdomof“Upon
housing project hill it's either for-
tune or fame / You must pick onc.
or the other though nesther of
h “lspraras

concern after Woeld War [ about
thencwmmwho had to be

Was Oscar Wilde right when
hesaid that nothing of any impart-
ance could be taught? That would
«aut across everything we want the
young to have, All those things we
never ‘e might want

were 100 busy
near. We pr

or unskilled 10 go
like the idea of
plenty of money,
and at the same time we may
at thethought that they may
their Shakespeare ar
lbelt Tolstoy, their Dickens or
Janc Austen, dmr ch

amlwhn!hq face in this plague
time of what is bound sometimes
to soem like dmn&x:edtwem—

Wewant more than success for
the young we love, we want wis-

Australian school
ting of Wisdom. The epigraph is
from Proverbs and its hiblical
toughness echoes down the ages
“Wisdom i the principal thing:
lbadmu«\mdummdwuhn!l

ar Bachor
chmlhcmnhfaﬂmwc

""Hemy Handd Richardson’s
novel ~ which Bruce Beresord

Ifthe wls and boys who
ot o Lo aﬁ—-@-

Saurce: ACARA

Lessons in failure need to be learnt

has broken down. No political
leader has accepted responsibilicy
held bl

Education analyst from the
Centre for Independent Studies
Glenn Fahey told Inguirer: "Hwe
fdluwcd the science on m«;:
dn't

Continmed from Page 13
want to they can find the echo in
Thomsas Wyatt's “They flec from e and will be d ‘rﬂ:epnh-
me imes did me seck ™ If by
they want the words for the mental gone wrong, won't confront it,
affliction that sometimes falls and won'teven debate it
upan them there's Gerard Mankey Buckingham  describes  the
Hopkins, “Oh the mand, mind has hil hacal conflict: “The read-
lnmlm;:s‘dAnd na khﬂuT’a!d mg&hﬁnmd&gn&?
s arc o this. lalpn ate  about  ex| it
tu h:n:mmwn a teacher-directed instruction ver-
lmdewufderthuwu sus child-centred inquiry or dis-
ork of litera: covery leaming approaches,

ture e was speaking from a back. “Explicit instruction implies
mﬂdidenhnphlnmphyhl you are teaching something con-

The m||knnu)s can sometimes

‘crete. You have defined whatyou
want the child to know. Emim

in i« fall. The educational sc-
mnumledmlt(mgsbly
be on thas.

cation community &
d\o:whofd[uwd\cedm
science and those who
sociology instead. Pnbumm are
rarely ambitiows and [muindy
about education.

i backed Tudse's roal

Paul M

of inquiry the stu-

" think it's feasible in a country
that 13 as rich and ‘firt world” as
Australia,” Martin said “But we
need 10 co-ordinate action na-
tionally. It needs to be built from
the bottom up over a long period
of time. From the earber years of
kindengarten, year one and two, it
must be heavily pmlmkd on
literacy and numeracy.”

A progress report comes fram
onc system that has boldly cm-
barked on transbon - the
Catholic Archdiocese of Canber-

dents - and there is a great temp-
tation i educstion to indulge the
perceived needs of students at the
cost of their leamning. | know
that's a provocative remark. The
risk is putting vague notions of
-dlhzmgdmdnmnknllmn

Thc Australian cmmmy s
being shugged with poor
duanmkedmmmdu&dhv

ing standards growth. Education

dtdur:pwohllnﬂlninw a
fact economists have been slow
to confront. Yet a path-breaking
document came th‘sryur in the

years. The failure of the universi-
ties to conduct evidence-based
teacher education courses has
been a material factor in the na-
tion’s school standards decline.
Theee of the lbmdanond
sources on the superionity of
teacher-based explict instruction
are US lﬂdﬂnx ED. Hirsch Jr,
authoe of Why Knowledge Mat-
) baticonl st Ve
fm Eric Hanushek from the
Hoover Institution and co-author
of The Knowledge Capital of Na-
tions, and Professor John Sweller
from the University of NSW., arig-
inator of cognitive load lilmry

Inquirer,
Sweller said there are two sorts of
young children “nat-
urally” pick up their parents’ lan-
guage but there is no “natural”
puxmlolcan.nfo:tl‘amdud
write. “That i h

hzhmdnnd.\rmsbedlrihﬂby instruction tends to go hand-m- The most recent 2008 Pro-  director Ross Fox. 'Whm;mubl\ NSW P
ind  Dickens, hand with a content-driven cur- for International St the reading and vocabulary White Paper that concluded *im-
wllcn.hzy naﬁgmh'klhvd riculum. This is the link between t Assessment, doneeach three  pectations, you -ndth:mudam proving the quality of school
Foster Wallace in Brief Interviews pedagogy and curriculum. years, showed Australian decline  respond.” Fox told Inquirer. teaching could be onc of the
with Hideous Menand Infinite Jest “The other appeoach is aphil-  in reading maths and scence  “What transforms the lives of  biggest things NSW can do to
they know they are in a workl of d-rmm-cshuldmhcﬁ]i\g compared with B-year-old st students h proveits productivity.”
wonder intimately  identifiable rlunnpwnhfam t they  dents around the globe. Australia It & an almost lutionary
from their own i and performed significantly below 10 stement  The  commission,
dreams. How does this tally with |  themselves and they will discover  countries in reading. 23inmaths  “I'he fall in our under the Jeadership of Peter
Runacies mh Xy the students at | things more readily if they e and 12in scionce. Comparcd with —(standard of Achlerstraat, said government
Royal Academy of Dra- | them as relevant for their own ool 4 ation) policy must now focus an “em.-
matic At wanting o reneme | livea This B a romantic notionof  Chinese peoviness, - Atstrslia ucation b«ﬂmg best-practice teaching
mummxmmma cation.” w:l}uw:mdzhlk*mdyan rankings every dassoam’”.
George Bemnard Shaw, the Aslwdin ‘phonics batth lmverlumﬂ.hs three) cormhnes with the Smlvl.humam state treas-
Eliza Doolittle and St Joan and i said: “Not  inscien year duction of urers asking education ministers
Major Barbara? It docsn't but it cn(xrdy yer" Itdepends onwhat  lowerin reading to explain what will change in
docsn matter. A bit o wisdom, 3 | stateyoulivein. Incredibly,resist-  Our own pecformance is re. INQUIrY learning’ ‘clamwacos: Falliog schock
bit of folly. They wrestle and his- ance remaine strong in some MMaaageAmualnn T standards must become a serious
tory telis you that the people who states, with Catholic sy!rms student is more than ane full year Ry T political issue. Educationalists,
the of their souls in art being the mast backward. Buck-  behind 2003 levels in maths, cne universitics and state bureaucrats
are going towin. ingham  said the akematve  fullycar behind 2006 kvelsin sci- bear much of the blame. Vet this
“whole " movement enceand a full year behind 2000 2 knowledge-rich curriculum to
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We probably like the idea of our kids making plenty of money, and at the same time we
may worry thal they may not know their Shakespeare, or Jane Auslen, or Bach or Mozart

Vd state education ministers
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examyle of the public interest
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interest. ls there any ather area of
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key to creativity. In recent times,
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principals who have shared their
T;i-.w idlmslnn;n&dpm
of their professional idents

ekl et g deey
mg'l'kryrdaudwmelharwn
nmﬁomli:nmdhwmhd
come to reaise that_exphcit
ez preigryy

ummak.mmgw\nm But
the data shows this &n't troe.
What is moee likely to happen is
that students will potentially have
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m:}onnq\.y mednpmmu<
pert engagement and politicians
by darection,

dechne.
democratic *fix-it” mechanism

thatsticks, it will be the fun.

“We need to be much dearer
with teachers about what works.
They can still bring their person-
alities and creativity to the table.
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Education Standards Amhomy
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amivals, failure in energy policy
was apparent in escalating prices;
failure in aged care was cbvious
from  appallng  condi

“This is one of the mam rea-
sons for the catastrophic fall in
our mankings on intemational
lens. Sweller said. “Tt has hap-
pened to every sacicty that's de-
cided inquiry leaming is a termific
way of leaming, The fall in our
ings correlates almost pm
cisely with the introduction of in.
quiry leaming, We've donc an
enormous amount of d
Sweller's

n
homes. But steady dechine in
schools has no such visibdity.
Tudge bolds universities ac-
countable for much of the prob-
lem. “[ belseve that teacher edu-
cational faculties are largely
responsible for the decline,’ he
said “This goes back 10 the re-
ibility of

transition that Australia noeded.
Foox saxd: “It's monumental What
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terms of the people they ac«pt

generation-long
furious debate aboat school fund-
ing consumed all the political en-
ergy. Nothing disc was el
“Wenow have one zgreed uni-

credibly challenging, W i in the dassroom and lifting our
mlbmthmdndadthoum\ds at the expense of catablished  school standards™
of teachers A Bl e P oy

As federal minister, Tudge  thistime be any different?

you are asking them ludnngc

He warns of the traps: “Tt is so
caty to focus on other things in
- its purpose, notions

His critical initative has been to
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catian, & chronic peoblem for 20
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