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B y  A. J.  Cross 
In what would have to be the biggest week in the 
history of the Walcha Golf Club, the inaugaral World 
Sandgreen Championships for women were held last 
Wednesday and Thursday preceded by a Pro-Am 
on Tuesday and then followed by the NSW Veterans 
Sandgreen Championships last weekend.
Welsh player Lydia Hall became the first Womens 
World Sandgreen Champion when she carded 140 
(72, 68) for the 36 holes to finish just a stroke ahead of 
Thailand teenager Cholcheva Wongras 141 (72, 69).
Locals Julie Presnell, Don Brooks and Doug 
McDonald teamed up with professional Sarah Yamaki 
Branch to win the Pro-Am four person ambrose event 
after they accumulated 104 points. Sneaking home 
by a point from former NSW Sandgreen Champions 
Peter Norbury and Wayne Brennan, motorbike legend 
Casey Stoner and their professional Danni Vasquez 
Boyd on 103 points.

Last Sunday eight time local club champion Simeon 
Cross and Donna Martin won the 2024 NSW Veterans 
Mixed Open Scratch event after registering 61 (29,32) 
after they took out the Nett Division of the event last 
year.
Runners up the scratch were Willy Brennan and 
Margaret Davidson on 59 (29,30) after they won the 
2023 scratch on 56 (29,27).
This years Nett Division went to Sally McCormack 
and Toukley member of Chris Bowen on 90 (46,44) 
ahead of runners up Steph Sweeney and Julie Olrich 
87 (45,42) on countback from Don Brooks and Sue 
Partridge 87 (46,41).
Club President Allan Green described the five days 
of competition as magnificent and said the Golf Club 
wasn’t the only beneficiary, the whole town was 
highlighted through NSW Golf releases and Channel 
7Plus telecasts. (More results in ‘At the 19th’). 

W on d e rf u l  we e k  of  
g ol f  in  W a l c ha  

P hon e  6 7 7 7  1 1 1 1  
wtc@walchatelecottage.com.au

D e sig n ,  p rin t 
a n d  se c re ta ria l  
se rv ic e s
• Photocopying 
• Laminating
• Business Cards
• Stationery
• Invoice/receipt books
• Labels
• Sale Catalogues
• Brochures 
• Resumes
• Cards
• Stamps
and more.

Left: Winners of the Pro-Am on Tuesday: Don Brooks, Sarah Yamaki Branch (Pro), Julie Presnell and Doug McDonald
Right: Crowned World Champion Sandgreen player Lydia Hall of Wales (right) is congratulated by her partner on Thursday

Walcha
 Rugby Union 

Club
Invites you to the 

OPENING OF THE
 CLUBHOUSE

 RENOVATIONS
& launch into the New 
England Competition

Friday 5.30-7.30pm

This Saturday
 FIRST GAME

Albies v Walcha
at Bellevue Oval Armidale

Two grades
 Commences 1.45pm

See you at the Rugby

      6 Aberbaldie Rd Walcha 
www.wvs.com.au

6 7 7 7  2 5 8 8 *Conditions apply, see in store for details 

Dog Food Bonanza
B u y  3  g e t $ 5  O F F  e a c h b a g
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OK EARTHMOVING
PH 6777 7430  FAX 6777 7448

• Earthworks • Road Construction • Erosion Work • 
• Stick Raking • Dam building •

PETER O’KEEFE: 0429 944 821 JASON HOY: 0437 277 197

By SIMON NEWTON
The news regarding the attack in Sydney over the weekend was just 
horrific and hard to understand that someone could harm innocent 
lives including a baby. Mental health illness is an escalating issue 
around Australia and something that the government really needs 
to continue to address with support. It’s just so sad that it takes an 
appalling event such as the one on the weekend to really highlight 
this disease. Condolences are with those families who lost loved 
ones who should have never been lost.
The country has responded well to the last rainfall event and even 
though there were a few slight frost reports last week I think we are 
safe for a little while longer. The country down off the hill has turned a 
vivid green since the rain and parts of the northwest have forage crops 
starting to fire. Speaking with a hay producer at Attunga last week he 
mentioned that the heavy dews are making it near impossible since 
the rain to dry hay and he thought the hay season may be near its 
end. Those parts did receive more than 100mm so it is no doubt there 
would be plenty of soil moisture making it hard to make hay but ideal 
to get crops growing. There is a chance of some more moisture this 
week, but it looks to be patchy, and the forecast is backing off. 
The latest beef price forecast looks to be bullish as an industry 
specialist states the beef market could near double in the coming 
years for Australian producers. Tight global supply and increased 
demand will push these values up dramatically and I only mentioned 
last week about our grinding beef price rise into the USA. Prices 
domestically in the USA just this week have hit record levels, and 
he is of the opinion that the price will continue to rise over the next 
3 years until it meets a stable price environment. Increased values 
for beef trimmings mean the price paid for a whole carcass will rise, 
which will then lift the prices paid at the farm gate. He states that 
feeder prices could exceed 600c/kg in 2026/2027. The environment 
will obviously play a huge part in these prices but the forecast for the 
second half of the year looks good for us, and the USA is looking 
towards another dry period.
A lift in livestock values and a sustained farm gate price for your 
livestock will also help with property values. Interest is a lot lower 
compared to 2 years ago and rightfully so after we saw 50 per cent 
of the value of our beef herd and sheep flock wiped off, a dry season 
and an increase in interest rates. I believe we will see a gradual rise 
in the interest in rural property over the next few years due to global 
protein demand and hopefully a run of better seasons to go with it.
It’s great to see our rural roads getting some upgrading and repairs 
but after you see the amount of roadworks going on along the east 
coast it’s easy to see where all the money is being spent. If you 
haven’t been to Raymond Terrace lately then you wouldn’t realise 
the extent of roadworks currently being undertaken. The amount of 
fill, aggregate and concrete being laid to bypass Raymond Terrace is 
just mind boggling. It made me think just how many kilometres of rural 
road that would improve for the rural taxpayers of our country.
Competition for weaner cattle this week came off the boil with prices 
for weaner cattle in Armidale back 20-40c/kg across the board on 
Monday. Last Friday Tamworth store sale was much the same after 
excessive numbers over the last month exceeded demand. Fat cattle 
sales followed a similar trend with Wagga quoting cows back 20-40c/
kg from the week previous while feeder cattle softened by 5-15c/kg 
from the previous week. Tamworth resulted in similar trends with the 
best of the cows topping at 230c/kg, feeder steers to 360c/kg and 
the heifer portion sold to 318c/kg. Tamworth yarded 4300 sheep and 
lamb; trade weight lambs topped at $155 while heavy exports made to 
$228. Light weight mutton sold to cheaper trends with light condition 
Merinos making a little as their skin value while well condition heavy 
mutton topped made from $60-$80 per head.

45ft flat top ● 45ft single deck cattle float ●26mtr B Double
19mtr mini B Double ● Low Loader available for hire

Ca l l  u s f or 
y ou r l a rg e  
T ra n sp ort 

n e e d s

Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077
Brian Smith 0427 780 216
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N u trie n  B ou l ton ’ s W a l c ha   ■   3 n  D e rb y  S tre e t W a l c ha   ■   6777 2044

Stock and Property Watch
www.nutrienharcourts.com.au

Two budding young Walcha artists took out first place in their divisions 
at the inaugural Young Wynners competition organised by NERAM.
Ella Jenkins won the 13-15 year age group and Poppy McLaren 16-
18 years for their landscape works.  
“The Young Wynners is a student landscape art prize we began at 
NERAM in 2024 to coincide with our showing of the AGNSW Wynne 
Prize 2023 touring exhibition,” Education Officer, Lucy Wall said.   
The Wynne Prize is Australia’s oldest art prize and showcases the 
best landscape paintings and figure sculptures created by Australian 
artists.

“The Young Wynners gives us an opportunity to display the artistic 
talent in our area and celebrate our up and coming artists. For our 
first year of running this competition we had over 90 entries from 
across the region within four different age categories,” Lucy said.
Organisers were very impressed with not only the number of entries 
received, but the quality of the work the students created.  Both Ella 
and Poppy are students at Presbyterian Ladies College in Armidale.

W a l c ha  a rtists a re  Y ou n g  W y n n e rs

Ella Jenkins winner 13 to 15 years Poppy McLaren winner 16 to 18 years 

• Open plan kitchen/dining/lounge
• Kitchen has an abundance of cupboard space, wall oven, electric 

cooktop and dishwasher
• Dining area has a lovely north easterly aspect, opening onto entertaining 

deck
• Lounge with wood heating, gas point and reverse cycle to keep you 

comfortable year round
• Two large bedrooms with built-ins
• Office space
• Bathroom with shower/vanity and separate toilet
• Good size laundry with storage
• Fully fenced yard with veggie gardens, garden shed and double carport
• Situated in a quiet cul-de-sac with a short stroll to the local school
• The work has been done for the next owner to move in and enjoy

A cosy home with so much to offer

$425,000

Investment Opportunity / First Home

This brick and tile home is a short stroll 
to the  Ce n tra l  S c hool   

• Three good sized bedrooms, main with built ins
• Northerly facing lounge includes wood heating and reverse 

cycle
• Kitchen with walk in pantry, electric benchtop stove
• Dining flows through to the southerly sunroom 
• The home has ramp access at the rear with a drive through 

garage 
• The property has Colorbond fencing for privacy, a garden shed, 

wood shed and tool shed
• The home is situated on a flat block

$450,000For all enquiries please call 
Peta Carter: 0407 350 781
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B ig g e st M orn in g  T e a
Save the date for Walcha’s Biggest Morning Tea on Thursday 13 June 
at the Walcha Tennis Club commencing at 10am. 
Unfortunately most of us have been touched by cancer in one way or 
another. Some who have had cancer themselves and others who have 
lost family members and friends. 
So come and join us for a cuppa, some delicious morning tea and a 
chat to help us beat cancer in the future.
Everyone is welcome. If you haven’t come before please feel free to 
drop in. I am looking forward to seeing you all there.
Je n n y  H oy

Tuesday
16 April

Lego Club
11.30 - 12.30: 5-8 yrs
2.30 - 3.30: 9-12 yrs

Building fun
at Walcha Library

Thursday
18th April

Storytime at the
Park

Stories, games, craft &
fun for all ages

Lions Park 10-11am

Monday
22 April Sphero Chariots

CNRL ‘Cool guys’ present
an awesome hands on
workshop at Walcha

Library. Ages 8+ 2-3pm

Saturday
27th April

Kids Paint A Bowl
Pottery Workshops

Walcha Central MPC
9.30am or 11am

$16pp
Book online now

Walcha

Port

Armidale

macquarie

Armidale
Friday 26th April

SportUNE rockwall climb
Under 14's OR

Watch ‘Ghostbusters’
at Belgrave Cinema. Ages 14+

Autumn school holiday program
Walcha Council

Bookings are essential & places are limited!
Book online using QR code or visit

https://forms.gle/kqmvYK8RxKMSLmak8
or Walcha Council Library 67742550 or

library@walcha.nsw.gov.au

Port Macquarie
Monday 22nd April

A whole day excursion
to visit ‘Wild Nets’
and Billabong Zoo.

Ages 12 +

Road Trip Program

2024

proudly supported by NSW Government

Wed 17th April
11am - 3pm

Peter Fenwicke
Oval, Walcha

Book online NOW with QR code or
Contact Walcha Council Library 67742550

Meet your friends at the oval, and experience the
big top like you have never before!

Circus Drop Zone
Come and try the trapeze, uni cycles, hula hoops,

spinning plates & refine your juggling skills!

Sessions run each hour, from 11am - 3pm
age groups range from under 13's to 18 yrs

This event is designed by Walcha Youth,
for Walcha Youth! Including activities,
prizes, snacks, music & selfie station!

Youth Week Festival 2024
Walcha Council

The festival fun is free of charge,
thanks to the support of the NSW Government

Roll up roll up...

AN Z AC D a y
Next Thursday 
25 April, Walcha 
residents have 
the opportunity 
to attend two 
services in town 
commemorating 
Anzac Day.
The Dawn 
Service will 
begin at 6am 
at the War 
M e m o r i a l 
Monument on 
the corner of Hill 
and Derby Streets.  The Bowling Club will be serving breakfast after 
the Service.
The Main Service will form up at the corner of Hill and South Street 
at 10:30am for a 10:45am step off.  The March will proceed to the 
Memorial Park for an 11am service.
Following the Main Service lunch will be available at the Bowling Club, 
followed by the popular after noon of Two-up which will commence at 
2pm.

P hotog ra p hy  
The Walcha Photography Club would like to extend a very big thank 
you to all our sponsors who generously donate so that we can give all 
our winners gifts. This encourages many entries each year.
We would also like to extend a big thank you to our judge for this year 
Robbie Burnett. This is never an easy task and as the quality of the 
photos get better every year it is making the judges task even more 
difficult.
We would also like to thank all those who entered their photos. We had 
683 photos which is absolutely fantastic and so everyone keep clicking 
those cameras and phones for 2025 show. 
Most Successful Exhibitor of the Show was Lance Partridge. 
Congratulations Lance.
The Photo of the Show was awarded to Jazmine Hobbs. Congratulations 
Jazmine.
Congratulations everyone that was recognized in one way or another 
for their excellent photos. We look forward to another wonderful year 
of photos for the 2025 Show.
W a l c ha  P hotog ra p hy  Cl u b
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Walcha Central School’s awards assembly was held last Tuesday and 
celebrated a range of student achievements such as Bronze Awards, 
BeReal Awards, Attendance, school representatives and the Induction 

of House Captains and School Parliament members. The assembly 
highlighted the wide range of activities that students participate in at the 
school. Congratulations to all award winners.

Walcha Central School K - 12 Assembly

Roland-Roy receiving award 
from Mr Ben Ussher

Alexa receives award from Mr Adam Hall Bene and Jasmine at Awards 
Aseembly

Anna pinning on Sophie’s 
Sports Captain badge

Arielle receiving Library Monitor 
award from Mr John Stanton

Aayan receives award from Mr Ben Ussher 

Renae pinning on Brock’s 
Parliamentarian badge

Jodie pinning on Lachie’s 
Parliamentarian badge

Nikita pinning on Veja-Lee’s 
Parliamentarian badge

Nick Cater is keen to talk to Walcha and learn about the 
impact of renewable developments in a small town and 
share these �ndings with the wider public. This is an 
important opportunity for Walcha. 

They want to talk to the neighbours, and the hosts, 
the small businesses, the renters, the commuters. 

They want to hear how we feel about being part of the 
roll-out, and what it means for our community and our 
landscape. They want to hear about experiences that 
the community has had, and will have. 

This is an opportunity that regional towns don't 
often get and we urge Walcha to get involved and tell 
our story.

Monday 29th April
Walcha Vet Supplies
5pm sharp 

Walcha, let’s come together 
and talk about the rollout of 
renewables on the Walcha 
plateau and how the wind 
projects and transmission 
lines will a�ect you. 

Hosted by
Nick Cater

All encouraged and welcome to attend More information > voiceforwalcha.com

Menzies Research 
Centre Senior Fellow 
and Host on ADH TV

Nick Cater
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Col ou r a n d  f u n
abundant at HCLL
The Ram Shed at the Showground was abuzz with excitement 
recently as the third biennial St Patrick’s School P&F High Country 
Long Luncheon (HCLL) drew a crowd that filled the venue with 
colour and fun!
Attendees were treated to a culinary delight, courtesy of Pronto 
Catering Tamworth, with lots of delicious offerings there was 
something for everyone.
The drinks selection was equally impressive. With thanks to Welders Dog Inverell, Peterson’s 
Winery Armidale, and Winding Road Distillery Tintenbar, attendees had their pick of top-notch 
craft beer, wine and spirits to complement their meals.
Music was provided by Marc Jackson, whose tunes set the perfect backdrop for the event, and 
even encouraged a bit of dancing among the attendees.
After lunch Auctioneer Angus Laurie took to the stage to auction off donations from generous 
local businesses and families. From coveted items to unique experiences the bidding was 
spirited, adding an element of excitement to the day.
St Patrick’s School P&F express their heartfelt gratitude to all who attended and supported 
their cause with all proceeds going towards the school. 
Previous events have funded the building of a new exciting playground.
HCLL coordinator Jess Williams said, with another successful event under their belt, the 
organisers of the High Country Long Lunch are already looking forward to the next one, 
promising even more delicious food, refreshing drinks, and opportunities to support the local 
community.  

WALCHAFARMERSMARKET.ORG.AU

THIS
MARKETS

SAT!!

NEW STALLHOLDERS WELCOME

GOT ANY EXTRA PRODUCE?
BRING ALONG YOUR 

HOME-MADE CONDIMENTS, 
BAKING, FRESH PRODUCE, 

PLANTS, EGGS AND SO ON TO 
THE COMMUNITY STALL WE CAN 

SELL THEM ON YOUR BEHALF

      FOR AN a	ay of 
seasonal produce, 

fresh co ­, 
sw­ts & pastries, 
BACON & E� RO�S, 
plants and TR�S 
plus MUCH more!!! 

Join us

* Se e  t erms and c ondi t ions  onl i ne

*
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6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.au
REAL ESTATE 
& LIVESTOCK 6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.auFOR LATEST 

UPDATES

SAM PAYNE 0428 667 404  | ANDREW BLOMFIELD 0428 667 402
RON VINCENT 0427 775 821 |  TROY DAVEY 0427 157 557

$400,000

Peaceful retreat

• Edge of town 
• Picturesquare flat block 
• Spacious four-bay shed with roller doors
• Boasting power and a durable concrete floor
• 5000 gallon rainwater tank 
• Bore for supplementary water 

D a  V in c i D e c a thl on  
e n j oy e d  b y  stu d e n ts

The da Vinci 
Decathlon is 
an academic 
competition designed 
to challenge and 
stimulate the minds 
of school students.
Students compete 
in teams to 
complete a range of 
challenges across 
ten disciplines: 
E n g i n e e r i n g , 
M a t h e m a t i c s , 
Code Breaking, 
Art & Poetry, 
Science, English, 
I d e a t i o , C r e a t i v e 
P r o d u c e r s 
Cartography  and 
Legacy.
On Wednesday 3 April, a team of eight students from Walcha Central School 
attended the Northern Region Da Vinci Decathlon at the The Armidale School. 
They competed against teams from ten other schools across the region.
The Walcha Central School Year 8 team, which included one student from Year 
7, achieved two placings: 3rd in Code Breaking, and 1st in Ideation. In this task, 
students had to solve a complex series of problems related to the future of public 
transport. Congratulations to the team: Azaria, Jessica, Mia, Sarah, Liam, Atem, 
Connor, and Jack. 

$580,000

• Stunning four bedroom 
• Main bedroom featuring an ensuite 

bathroom and bult-in robes
• Modern kitchen, equipped with a 

Bosch electric oven and induction 
cooktop

• Spacious lounge room with access 
to the front garden.

• Very large family room bathed in 
winter sun opening onto the deck 
and lawn area

• New carpet throughout
• Stay cozy with ducted reverse 

cycle heating and a wood fire
• Entertain in style in the expansive 

undercover outdoor area
• Garage with an automatic door 

Something Speacial 

Experience this inviting home 
4047m2 Block 

Discover your dream home!

Little Athletics 
se a son  e n d s

Walcha Little Athletics got colourful last Wednesday for a 
Colour Run, marking the end of the first season. We had 
lots of fun and got very messy to celebrate! 
Place getters were also announced, on the back of our 
championship rounds acknowledging the outstanding 
performances across different categories:

Lions Girls 1st Arley Olsen, 2nd Katie Rizzo, 3rd 
Savannah Lute

Boys 1st Kobie Brown, 2nd Levi Denny, 3rd 
Lochie Hoy

E l e p h a n t s 
Boys

1st Kix Brown, 2nd Lucas Eveleigh, 3rd 
Woody Taylor

Girls 1st Phoebe Grills, 2nd Liahna 
Whellenan, 3rd Olive Hull

Zebras Boys 1st Levi Williams, 2nd Rupert Fletcher, 
3rd Archie King

Girls 1st Myla Eveleigh and 2nd Hattie Laurie

Cheetahs Boys 1st Billy Young, 2nd Ben Margery, 3rd 
Luca Fontanella

Girls 1st Rhea Hull, 2nd Edith Dodson, 3rd 
Eve Young

Overall Highest 
pointscorers

Kix Brown and Arley Olsen

As the season comes to a close, the committee extend 
their heartfelt gratitude to everyone who contributed to the 
success of Walcha Little Athletics so far. Their unwavering 
support and enthusiasm have laid a solid foundation for 
future endeavours. We couldn’t have done it without all our 
fabulous volunteers.



AUCTION

16 - 25 Saleyards Road, Walcha

• 3 Titles on offer (Saleyards, Truckwash Bay & 
Storage shed block)

• Varying block sizes from 2 acres to 11 hectares
• Saleyard block with 600+ meters of Oxley 

Highway frontage
• Information Memorandum avaliable upon request
• Inspection by appointment only
• Auction 4th May, 2024 on site
• Special condition on future use of saleyards 

contact agent for further information

Auction 
Saturday 4th May 
on site
View
By Appointment

Jack Parfitt
0477 296 891
jack.parfitt@raywhite.com
Malcolm Campbell
0418 499 764
malcolm.campbell@raywhite.com

Malcolm Campbell or Jack Parfitt for further information.
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There was no prouder man on the planet than Walcha Golf Club 
President Allan Green last Thursday afternoon when the final round of 
the inaugural World Golf Championships for women was being played 
here on our course. Not only was all the action taking place outside, 
the event was being telecast by 7Plus inside the clubhouse where the 
course looked even better than what the actual one did. It would be no 
surprise if some players from away who viewed the telecast and haven’t 
played at Walcha might attempt to do so in the future. 

 •••
‘ G re e n y ’  wa s f u l l  of  p ra ise  for everyone who helped make the past 
week of golf in Walcha such a huge success and thanked the sponsors, 
volunteers, people who billeted some of the players along with anyone 
who assisted in any way. It would be nearly impossible to name everyone 
individually without missing someone but well done to those involved  – 
one and all. 

 •••
Con g ra tu l a tion s to John  B y rn e  who had Life Membership bestowed 
upon him by the Walcha Campdraft Club recently for his devoted time as 
10 years President and 9 years Vice President. He was also presented 
with a very flash looking belt for his efforts. Good on ya ‘Byrnesy’. 

 •••
A celebration of life for former Walcha Rugby League President 
and player Roy Goodwin will be held here in town Saturday May 4th 
commencing 12 noon at the Apsley Arms Hotel which was ‘Roy Boy’s’ 
favourite watering hole when he lived here a few years ago. Roy’s 
daughter Hayley doesn’t know how many people to expect in attendance 
but hopes some of his old mates will be there. Little doubt that will happen 
Hayley.

 •••
On the subject of Walcha Roos Old Boys a reunion has been 
organised for anyone who has pulled on a green and gold guernsey in 
the past, Roos or Jillaroos, to attend a get together on the weekend 29th 
and 30th June. Walcha play Bingara at Peter Fenwicke Oval with all past 
players invited to turn up at ‘The Park’ that day.

 •••
Last week I visited the Golf Club to have a look at the Pro-Am event 

that was held on Tuesday. During my time there I took a few happy snaps 
of the players with their professional team mates including team Betts 
Transport. As I was doing so one of the team members Jill Burnell asked 
me if I could take a photo for her which I did with minimum dramas. Only 
probelm was Jill’s photo came out pink which their team professional 
Amy Walsh pointed out was probably because I attempted to take the 
photo with the phone cover over the camera lens. 

 •••
M y  y ou n g e st g ra n d son  Ja y ,  son of Josh and Rachael Wellings, 
enjoyed his first training session at soccer last week but came out with 
an interesting comment about how he went after training had finished. 
Jay mentioned that although it was fun, he didn’t like getting kicked in the 
‘I-Pads’ much. Don’t worry Jay we know what you meant.  

•••
B ig  W ig s of  the  we e k  -  Thunderbolts: Lisa Swanton 15 after picking the 
card except for the draw leaders Tracey Crisp 63 and Miles Lawrence 61. 
Newie: Lisa Swanton 14 (no points for draw) Leaders Charlie Brown 66, 
D.G Clare and Ben Little 64. Vet Supplies: Apii Fontanella 12. Leaders 
Kyle Goodwin 60 and Jason Scott 58. B.C: Willy Makeham, Tracey 
Crisp, Barry Kliendienst, Kyle Goodwin and Normie Goodwin all 12. 
Leaders Jules Hall 68, D.G Clare and Margaret Morris 66. Apsley: no 
scores available.

•••
Local stock buyer Luke Wellings is in the ESPN footy tipping 
competition with 446,912 other tipsters including myself. After Rd 5 
Luke was in 293rd position on the leaderboard but in the last two weeks 
has dropped to 1,071st, still not bad really. Bit better than me Luke I’m 
running 48,192nd.

•••
What a remarkable effort by Warriors halfback Shaun Johnson when he 
recovered from a ‘suspected broken leg’ going on the way he was rolling 
around on the ground after he attempted a field goal late in the game 
against the Sea Eagles last Saturday. Then 30 seconds later he was 
able to kick a penalty goal to take the match into overtime. Extraordinary 
healing powers really.

 •••

with AJ Cross

RARE OPPORTUNITY
HIGHLY PRODUCTIVE ACRES ON THE EDGE OF TOWN

39.4 Ha / 97.35 Ac
• Zoning RU4
• Building entitlement
• Town water adjacent to the property
• Power runs through the property
• Well fenced & watered by dams
• Highly productive with great fertilizer history
• Cattle yards with excellent access
• Vendor would consider lease back for 3 years

NUTRIEN BOULTON’S  6777 2044    Bruce Rutherford 0428 660328

Stock and Property Watch
www.nutrienharcourts.com.au

SO MUCH POTENTIAL IN THIS PROPERTY



At the Nineteenth 
No local Sunday competition due to the NSW Veterans Mixed 
Sandgreen event being completed. 
Beside the winners listed on the front page of this edition there were 
some other players who met with success over the weekend. 
Last Saturday Wayne Brennan and former Walcha resident Maree 
‘Rummy’ Townsend won the Sandgreen scratch with 30 while the 
following day Cheryl McDonald and her husband Doug got the job 
done in the same division with 29.
In the Nett section Mal Ballard and Pauline Carter won with 44 on 
Saturday whereas P and S Mahwinney carded 45 to win on Sunday. 
Sharpest shooters at the pins - Saturday Julie Hoad and Don Brooks 
(3), Julie Hoad and Lee Fletcher (9), Anne Martin and P Taylor (16), 
Marg Davidson and Ross King (18). Sunday - D Heffernan and Chris 
Bowen (3), Anne Martin (9), Cheryl McDonald and G Kent (16), B 
Branson and J Shadlow (18). 
Local Veteran organisers Ross King and David Sweeney would like 
to thank NSW Vets Sangreen Major sponsors Origin New England 
for their very valuable support over the weekend.  
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Basketball
It’s time to start thinking Basketball. The committee are 
calling for nominations for both men and women.
Men can nominate individually. The teams will be formed 
by the committee, this is done in an endeavour to create 
even, competitive teams. Women’s team nominations are 
accepted but if an individual nominates the committee will 
do their best to get them into a team.
Please ensure if you nominate that you are fully committed 
to both play each week and do some duties along the way.
Cost $60 per player, school students $50. Men also pay 
a $10 singlet deposit that is refunded when the singlet is 
returned at the end of the comp.
Competition commences the second week of May. Teams 
will  play either Monday or Wednesday. 
Nominations to Amanda  0488 226 722, Jenny 0427 
367 711 or on The Walcha Basketball Facebook page, 
nominations close Monday 29 April.
A competition will not run if there are insufficient numbers 
so start recruiting now.

Tennis
The 2024 Summer Comp Semi-Final was played on Tues 
9th April in cold misty conditions.
Rodionova: H Locke, M Lockyer, A Blomfield and T 
Gibson defeated Gadecki: T Whillock, D Clark, K Smith 
and A Fox 36 to 18.
Birrell: D A Locke, R Bagnall, A Barillaro (f) and S Blake 
defeated Purcell: E Blomfield, P O’Brien, D Wall and P 
Tape 28 to 24 in a great game where many points could 
have gone either way.
Rodionova will play Birrell in the Grand Final next Tues 
16th April. Great tennis by all players and well done to the 
two teams fighting out the Grand Final.
We are locked and loaded. Rodionova: D Sweeney 
(floating for Harry Locke), M Lockyer, A Blomfield and 
T Gibson will play Birrell: Hyde Thomson (floating for 
D A Locke), R Bagnall, G Wall and S Blake in the 2024 
Summer Comp Grand Final. Team Captains please make 
sure your team members are ready to go. 7.00 pm sharp 
Tues 16th April. See you all at the net soon.   

Ladies Bowls
The semi finals of the ladies singles championships was 
played last Thursday in warm conditions with two very 
different matches. One an easy win and the other game 
even until the 24th end, where Pam scored four shots to 
take a handy lead. Esther couldn’t peg back and finally 
finished with three shots on the 28th end to win and will 
now play in the final. 
The results were Sari Andrews defeating Marg Tickle and 
Pam Makeham defeating Esther Hunt 27-16, they will 

meet in the final this Thursday with the marker being Lyn 
Burnell.
Social bowls will also be played. Don’t forget our meeting 
this Thursday it’s an important meeting to decide which 
way the players and club will go in the change of bowls.

Bowls 
Dad’s Army: Two games of triples were played last 
Thursday afternoon.
In the first game Brian Goodwin, Geoff Salt and Tony 
Martin defeated Jason Asmus, Noel Goodwin and John 
Watts 20-12. In the second game Peter Hayes, Eric 
O’Keefe and Simon Porter were 17 to 9 winners over Sari 
and Matt Andrews who played twice.
Brian, Geoff and Tony won the chooks and the raffle was 
won by Simon Porter.
John Oxley Carnival: Nominations close 1st June for both 
Triples and Pairs by writing your team’s name on the 
sheet on the notice board or contact Noel Goodwin. The 
triples will be played on Saturday 8th June and the pairs 
are played on Sunday 9th June. For further information 
there is a sheet on the notice board.
Pennants: The Walcha Men’s Pennant teams travelled to 
Tamworth last Saturday to play the South Tamworth Club 
and lost 64 shots to 49.
Walcha didn’t have much luck, when they had a win a 
loss and a draw. The winning team of Gordon Bird, Tony 
Asmus, Terry Parker and Fred Cameron who won 22 -18.
Noel Goodwin, Geoff Salt, Matt Hamel and Ian Bird had 
a 20 all draw while Eric O’Keefe, Alan Goodwin, Barry 
Kliendienst and Jamie Kerr were outclassed by 26 to 7.
The teams travel to South Tamworth next Saturday, and 
must win to remain in the draw.
After the games, the club brought out trays of sandwiches. 
The Souths players said “Sorry we didn’t have a spread 
like Walcha Club supplied!” 

Jillaroos
Walcha were defeated by Narwan in their Round 2 Group 
19 Ladies League Tag match at Newling Oval in Armidale 
last Sunday 60-0 after trailing 36-0 at halftime. 
The Jillaroos started the game with a very good opening 
set of six tags but unfortunately for them by the time 
oranges were taken the homeside had ran in seven tries 
of which four were converted to hold a commanding lead 
at the main break.
It wasn’t long before Narwan took up from where they 
left off in the opening session when they touched down 
another five tries, converting two to finalise the scoring. 
Walcha hardly got to touch the ball during the match 
and were beaten by a faster and better organised squad 
of players considering how inexperienced a lot of the 
Jillaroos new members are coach Kevin Creighton is 
confident he will see improvements over the coming 

weeks. 
It certainly wasn’t all doom and gloom for the Jillaroos with 
plenty of the players showing individual skills which need 
to be channelled into a team effort. 
Club Best and Fairest 3 Caitlin Harris, 2 Maddie Lance 
and 1 Jordan Steel and Finlai Bird. 
Group Best and Fairest - 1 Jordan Steel.
Players Player - Finlai Bird.

Roos News
Walcha were defeated 46-26 by Narwan in their Group 19 
Rugby League fixture at Newling Oval last Sunday after 
trailing 20-10 at the big break.
The Roos opened the scoring after six minutes when 
teenage winger Preston Boyd dived over wide out after 
a good backline movement and then he raised the flags 
with his conversion attempt to give the visitors a 6-0 lead. 
Narwan bounced back with a couple of tries and a 
conversion to hit the front 10-6 before centre Jim Boyd 
forced his way over the tryline to tie the game up at 10 all. 
The homeside retaliated with another two tries and a 
conversion to hold a 20-10 advantage when oranges 
were called for. 
Early in the second stanza hooker Cooper Boyd burrowed 
his way over the tryline from dummy half and when his 
brother Preston converted the Roos had reduced the lead 
to 20-16.
The kick restart by forward Troy Hawkins produced one 
of the best attacking runs of the game when he charged 
from inside his own 22 metre area up towards halfway 
dragging plenty of opponents with him.
Narwan then stripped the ball next tackle and scored 
under the posts before touching down in the same place 
three minutes later to hit the front 32-16. 
Roos captain Harley Cox scored a good individual try 
midway through the section but once again the Eels 
responded with two tries and a conversion to lead 42-20.
Utility forward Josh Clarke threw a good cut out ball late in 
the game to send Preston Boyd over in the corner which 
he then converted leaving the homeside with a 42-26 
advantage. 
Narwan then finalised the scoring with an unconverted try 
with a couple of minutes remaining on the clock. 
Walcha have plenty of young players in their squad who 
aren’t frightened to mix it with their more experienced 
opponents and all indications are if they can cut 
simple mistakes out of their game the Roos will handle 
themselves this season. 
Club Best and Fairest 3 Josh Clarke, 2 Preston Boyd and 
1 Max Abraham. 
Group Best and Fairest - 1 Preston Boyd. 
Players Player - Ashton Jones.
This Saturday Roos and Jillaroos travel to Tingha where 
they will take on the Tigers in Round 3 of the Group 19 
competition.
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Position Vacant
F in a n c e  M a n a g e r 
W a l c ha  Cou n c il

An exciting opportunity in Council 
to head up our high performing 
Finance team. If you are looking 
for a challenge and the chance to make a 
real difference, and have a passion for 
finance and getting things right, we have a 
great position for you.
This is a permanent full-time position, 
responsible for the management and 
maintenance of Council financial systems. 
For more information, please see the 
Position Description when you apply.
You will hold relevant qualifications and 
industry experience. Starting wage is 
negotiable for the right person depending on 
your qualifications and the expertise that you 
can bring.
We also offer all the usual great benefits of 
working in Local Government. 
We are on a journey together to make 
Walcha Council the best possible and most 
desirable workplace it can be, and you will 
play a vital part in this journey.
For More Information
See the Position Description when you apply 
or contact Mike Lockie on 02 6774 2500
T o Ap p l y  go to https://bit.ly/3A30YDc
Applications for this position close Monday 
22 April 2024 

Small Council, Big Opportunities!
Phil Hood, General Manager 
Walcha Council, PO Box 2, Walcha NSW

In Memoriam
T re v or ‘ S n ow’  H a rris 19/4/2014

Loved everyday. Never forget you. 
Rod & Carlotta

Raffle Results 
Lions Club street stall. 1st Sue Law, wood 
and 2nd Robin Butler. Thanks for the support. 

Meeting
W a l c ha  S u p p ort G rou p  tomorrow Thursday 
18 April, at Community Care Rooms in Middle 
Street. Meditation 12:30pm, Lunch 1pm and 
meeting at 1:30pm. All very welcome.

Public Notices
Walcha Junior Indoor Hockey 

Hitting off Term Two on a 
Thursday afternoon. 

Registration by Friday 3rd May 2024
Any questions to: 

walchajuniorindoorhockey@gmail.com
Jessica on 0418 827 088

Audi on 0459 260 111
Visit the registration link below

https://forms.gle/jGHHgZSDfTQf4keN9

Walcha Junior Indoor Hockey Walcha Junior Indoor Hockey 

DR GENEVIEVE FREER
Phone 6777 2068  0429 668 583

Basketball Competition Men and women. 
See sports write up for all the details.

Tennis Eskimo Comp 30 April to 28 May.
Noms by 19 April. Hyde 0427 780 391, Trev 
0459 799 119 or post on Club Facebook page. 

PLEASE WHEN YOU RETURN YOUR 
GREEN QUOTA PHONE 

BOOK FORMS
Please make sure your NAME is on it. 

I have received forms with only a tick and no 
name on the form ...... making it imposssible 
to process.  

Thank you Julie Yates. Quota Club

Water Meter Reading
The Water Team

will be meter reading 
22nd to 30th April 2024 

Please keep 
water meter 

clear for easy 
access

Robert Powell, Manager of Urban & Utilities 
Walcha Council, PO Box 2, Walcha NSW

For Sale 
DJ’S SEASONED FIREWOOD – simple 
stuff, buy it, burn it, keep warm. Bulk only 
6m3 or 12m3 loads. Call Dave 0427 335 631.

3  d ra k e s $20 ea/ono. Indian Runner x 
Peking. O l d  win d ows &  d oors $15 ea. 
Phone 6777 5958. 

Layer pullets, all breeds, 20 wks. Delivered 
Friday 3.5.24. Phone Jim 0428 194 105.

F ire wood  Top of the range dry wood in log 
form. Delivered to town. John 0427 500 110.

White Suffolk Rams. Top Farrer genetics. 
Maryland White Suffolks. Ph Angus 
0427 787 332.

Every Friday residents in the Elizabeth Crosse Wing get out and 
about in the community for an outing.  During March the group visited 
Walcha Show and explored the pavilion, they also went to Armidale 
to see the movie ‘Just A Farmer’.  
Last Friday was a great way for Keith Mitchell to celebrate his 94th 
birthday as he was able to cut his cake overlooking Apsley Falls on 
their resident outing.  Keith’s 97 year old sister flew from Adelaide to 

be with him for his birthday, as well as his niece also from Adelaide.  
Eight residents as well as three volunteers joined them for the 
morning with smiles all round, especially when they were able to walk 
down the stairs to see the Falls.  
The outings are organised by the Activities Officer at the Health 
Service, Kylie Marchant.  

Keith Mitchell celebrates his birthday at 
Apsley Falls

The group enjoyed the great views of the Falls after recent rainfall.  
Pictured with Health Service Manager Douglas Bellamy

9 4 th b irthd a y  a t Ap sl e y  F a l l s
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DISCLAIMER LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
are submitted on the condition that The 
Walcha Telecottage as the publisher of The 
Apsley Advocate may edit and has the right 
to, and license third parties to reproduce 
in electronic form and communicate these 
letters. They are published at the discretion of 
the Editor and Board. The Apsley Advocate is 
printed by The Walcha Telecottage, PO Box 
116 Walcha NSW 2354. Phone 6777 1111 
Fax 6777 1112. The Walcha Technology 
Co Operative Limited, the Editor and Staff 
of this Newspaper have published any 
article here-in in good faith and bear no 
responsibility in respect to the accuracy of 
the information contained in such article. Any 
person or persons publishing material in this 
Newspaper do so in the knowledge that they 
shall personally accept any responsibility for 
the accuracy and other correctness of such 
articles and also accept full responsibility for 
the legal consequences if it be found that 
the article contains any inaccuracies in the 
contents of any such articles. DEADLINE
MONDAY 4.30PM Editor: Anthea 
Macpherson. Advertising and Sport: Rosalie 
Gibson, Megan Scrivener, Emily Scrivener 
and Joscisca Matapakia.

Scott Kermode
0427 100 889

servicesTTTREETOP

Tree lopping
Tree removal
Truck & chipper
Bobcat
Post hole digger
Trencher
Woolshed cleaning
Stockyard cleaning

treetopservices@bigpond.com

CHIROPRACTOR
K Samantha Goor

B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq)

Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am
6777 1340

Highly qualified and 
experienced plumber
All aspects of Plumbing 
and Gas Fitting
Wood heater installation
Roofing and Guttering 
Gold License No 59555C

Nick 0418 691 306
nickmoore203@yahoo.com.au
Katy 0422 034 660

Nick Moore 
PLUMBING & EXCAVATION SERVICES
WALCHA & SURROUNDING AREAS

JAMES – 0488 020 762 (7 Days)

• Mowers • Ride-ons 
• Pumps • Chainsaws 
• Whipper snippers
• Chain sharpening
• Bar dressing

SELLING New 30 & 40 Tonne Petrol Hydraulic  
WOOD SPLITTERS

• Chainsaw chain • Pumps & Generators •

ALL 
TYPES

STORAGE  CENTRE  
WALCHA

20’ Containers available for rent $35 pw + GST
Secure Undercover parking for cars, 

vans etc $15  pw +GST

ANGUS 0427 787 332

A G W 
RURAL CONTRACTING

GPS Equipped boom spraying
Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748

PATRICK STACE – WALCHA
Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595 Andrew: 0427 549 748

Toni: 0421 972 354

ANGLICAN
All Service times for April will be 
10.00am and a Family Service.
Phone 6777 2543 or email:
walchaanglican@gmail.com
PRESBYTERIAN
Walcha, every Sunday 9.30am
Combined church Youth Group in the 
Hall, every Saturday 5pm - 7pm.
All welcome. Phone 6777 2539.
CATHOLIC
Sunday Mass 10.00am

0429 608 409

Delivering
Tamworth – Walcha

M L MASSAGE
THERAPY

Mobile
treatments 

available

Remedial and Sport Massage
maddie Lance

Tues to Fri 9am - 6:30pm

0432 635 994

ENGINEERING
John Wall 

•  Stock �oats  •  Feeders •  Sheep & cattle 
yards • Steel framed sheds & mobile welding

6778 0588  •  0428 778 087

PACIFIC TILING
WALL & FLOOR TILING 

WATERPROOFING
0419 972 129

Email: jake.kerby@hotmail.com 
ABN: 76781656814   Licence no: 335540c

JK

 To the Oxley Riders for looking after the front 
gate for the Walcha Swap Meet. You guys are 
greatly appreciated.

	To Adam from the bigblackbuilding and his 
helpers for organising another great Swap 
Meet. Great stalls and venue. Enjoyed the day. 

	To Adam from the bigblackbuilding for allowing 
the Oxley Riders to run the entry at the Swap 
Meet on the weekend which goes towards 
charitable causes in the community.

	For the beautiful coloured Liquidambar trees 
in Walcha and also as you drive through the 
cemetery.

	To the Walcha Council for providing the 
storage sheds behind the Bowling Club for 
various organisations in town. It’s very much 
appreciated.

	To Dave and Benita from Cafe Amor. Many 
thanks for years of service.

	To Neil and Glenys Smith for helping me to 
move from East Gate when my rental unit sold. 
Much appreciated. 

	Thank you to everyone who has returned their 
green form for the Quota Caller’s Guide and 
remembered to put their name on it!  Hard to 
put your name in the book without it.

Con trib u tion s wil l  b e  re c e iv e d  in  p e rson ,  b y  
phone or email and must be accompanied by 
your name and c on ta c t d e ta il s.  T he y  wil l  b e  
p rin te d  a t the  d isc re tion  of  the  e d itor.



Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport  
Jason 0427 490 487

02 6777 2024   marchantbros@bigpond.com 
www.marchantbros.com.au
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A FULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT & EARTHMOVING
Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, road building, 

site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.
Check out our website for the full range of machinery, 

attachments and services available

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

DELIVERING

7  D AY S
A WEEK

WATER
CARTING WATER

CARTER
10,000 l itre  ta n k

WALCHA COUNCIL 
CERTIFIED DOMESTIC

members
draw
$500

YOU MUST BE A MEMBER FOR
2023/2024 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN

T hu rsd a y  1 8  12pm – Close
Ladies bowls from 9am 
Social bowls from 12.30pm

F rid a y  1 9  2pm – Close

2.00pm BINGO
6.00pm Bistro
• Homemade Lasagna 
• Chicken and Bacon Enchiladas
• Singapore Prawn Noodles
• Normal menu available, 

takeaway & delicious desserts
7.00pm Free Bingo 
6.00pm Tickets for raffles 
MEAT & VEG TRAYS 
8.00pm Raffles & Members Draw

Saturday 20  11am – Close

6.00pm Bistro

S u n d a y  2 1 11am – Close

12.00pm Bistro 
12.00pm
MEAT & VEG TRAYS 
2-3pm Schooners are $5.50 
members only

Do you live in Walcha Shire?  
If so you MUST be a member 

to enter the Club 
Social Membership $15
Full Membership $105

PHONE 6777 2077

WALCHA

SUPER SAVER 
SATURDAY

$10 Schnitty, Chips 
and Gravy 5pm - 8pm 

Members Only

Wayne Hoy: 0427 281 060
Matthew Hoy: 0427 322 640
Aaron Bullen: 0409 776 340

• Komatsu PC300 Excavator

• Cat 324 Excavator

• Cat D6N Dozer

• 2000ltr Quikspray Trailers

• Casotti’s

•  4 x4 Tip Truck

EXCAVATING
EARTHMOVING

SPRAYING
SOWING

GPS & Auto Steer Equipped
•  4x4 Trucks & Boomsprays

Full auto Rate Control
GPS & Autosteer

•  4x4 Tractors GPS Equipped
20 & 24 disc Williams Seeders 

•  Fencing & Rural Contracting
⚫

Freight & Transport 
Truck & Dog works
Heavy Haulage
Machinery Float 
Stick Raking 
Roadworks & Driveways
12,000L Water Truck
Trenching & Drilling
General Earthworks 

Regrowth Mulching
Dam maintenance 
Dam construction 
Pipe Laying / Irrigation
Erosion Control  
House Site Preparation 
Shed Site Preparation 
Generator Hire
Electrical Works




