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Grazon Extra 20 litre
$610 inc GST

!! FEBRUARY SPECIAL !!

Phone 6777 2588

SELLING AGENT 
John Croake 0428 977 589
OWNERS
Paul & Sally Pittman
0429 260 600

Friday 2nd February – 1pm 
Inspections 11am 

at Walcha Showground

Ram Sale
40 RAMS

INCLUDING
17 POLLS

MERINO + 
POLL MERINO STUD

G L E N B U R N I E

On Friday 26 January, locals were acknowledged 
for their hard work, dedication and talent at Walcha’s 
2024 Australia Day ceremony in McHattan Park.  
Congratulations to all recipients on their achievements.

Citizen of the Year
Suzie Harrison
A tireless worker for our community was recognised 
as our Citizen of the Year on Friday.  
Suzie is someone who epitomises ‘giving to others’.  
During COVID lockdowns, Suzie baked goods and 
cooked meals which she delivered to the elderly 
members of our community, as well as regularly 
checking on their welfare.  
For many years Suzie has organised fundraising 
events such as Bingo Nights and has collected cans 
to donate the proceeds to the Walcha Support Group.  
Suzie has been a very active member of both the Ex 
Services Club and Bowling Club, assisting with the 
running of the clubs as well as fundraising events.
On top of all of this Suzie throws on the Rural Fire 
Service uniform and assists when needed. 

When her children were young she was a very active 
member of the Walcha Central School P&C as well as 
assisitng at the school.  She continued to help where 
she could, even after her children left school.  
In his address to the community, Australia Day 
Ambassador, Nick Gleeson encouraged those present 
to set goals in 2024 to do small gestures towards 
others in our community.  “Think of others, there will 
always be someone in need, and I encourage you all 
to show kindness and do what you are able to give 
to them.”
He continued, “ A community is made up of children, 
teenagers, parents and older members. The 
combination of these working together makes a 
progressive and involved community which is what 
you are fortunate to have here in Walcha.”
Our Citizen of the Year, Suzie Harrison is a perfect 
example of living life and giving to others, and we 
thank her for the enormous contribution she has 
made in our community.   
Awards continued on Pages 3 and 5 >

2024 Australia Day Awards

Eddy Cordingley: 0429 486 380
Tom Henry, Elders: 0409 659 877

John Newsome, Elders:  0428 669 498
Bill Walker: 0428 973 804

 

DUAL PURPOSE

NON - MULESED

BOLD CRIMP 

LONG STAPLE 

FERTILE

RAM SALE

65 POLL RAMS 5th Feb
Inspection 10:30am

Auction 1pm

On property ‘TOPDALE’ Walcha NSW 

www.lorelmo.com.au

Offer available for February only.
Terms and conditions apply

From left: Mayor Eric Noakes, Margaret Davidson, Vicki McIvor, Australia Day Ambassador Nicholas Gleeson,  
Suzie Harrison and James Patterson-Kane.
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OK EARTHMOVING
PH 6777 7430  FAX 6777 7448

• Earthworks • Road Construction • Erosion Work • 
• Stick Raking • Dam building •

PETER O’KEEFE: 0429 944 821 JASON HOY: 0437 277 197

By SIMON NEWTON
The weather has been hot and humid, especially towards the end of last week 
before those storms rolled through. Once again, the summer storms were 
extremely patchy and if luck was on your side then you landed anything from 
25-60mm. These storm cells seem to be continuing to build up the east coast, 
especially in SE Queensland which has a warning in place for heavy rain and 
flash flooding over the remainder of the week. The remnants of Cyclone Kirrily 
moved inland over the weekend and dumped falls of more than 400mm across 
parts of northwest Queensland. Its always nice to see plenty of moisture in the 
top end of Australia over the wet season and large amounts of moisture falling 
in Queensland which will hopefully continue to brew up storms for everyone.
Horse industry eyes will be firmly set on Tamworth this weekend with the 
annual Nutrien Classic Sale and Campdraft commencing Friday. The industry 
continues to grow and the amount of people getting involved is staggering. 
Values paid are nowhere near the racing industry, but nor is the prize money 
– it will be an interesting space to watch over the coming years. The annual 
Nutrien Classic Cattle Sale will be held in Tamworth next Wednesday which 
will see excellent drafts of Walcha cattle go under the hammer.
The Walcha Races are quickly approaching with the two-day event kicking off 
next Friday and I’m sure the committee have an excellent program on the cards. 
It’s another great local event which sees the town enjoy a half day holiday, with 
horse racing enthusiasts travelling from all over the state to attend. Make sure 
you dust off your racing attire and head out to the racecourse. 
Local graziers will be getting organised to plant annual winter crops which 
generally coincide around the local races. Winter forage crops will be highly 
valuable this season as I think we are in for a tough enough winter. Even 
though some have been lucky enough to get consecutive storms, our current 
grass situation doesn’t have enough bulk to help survive half a winter, let alone 
a Walcha winter. Hay prices look to have dropped a bit, but be aware of the 
quality and the amount of rain the hay has had on it while on the ground before 
bailing. It appears that the Tamworth region has been able to make plenty of 
hay of late and sourcing it around that area will only help keep your costs down.
The EYCI now sits around the 650c compared to the last year at the end 
of October when it was only 360c/kg. The cattle, sheep and lamb markets 
has seen a vast improvement which has been helped by moisture and the 
old supply and demand factor. The trade lamb indicator has seen similar 
improvement in the same time frame, sitting at 480c/kg back in late October to 
now be either side of 700c/kg. To a producer that’s an increase of 45% extra 
value for you kill lambs and a whopping 80% rise in the value for your weaners.  
2,040 head of cattle were yarded in Tamworth on Monday which saw a firm 
to slightly dearer market. Weaner steers sold to 402c/kg for under 200kg, 
yearling steers, under 400kg topped 380c/kg, while the heifer portion made 
to 356c/kg for 386kg. Feeder steer made to 368c/kg, while heifers over 400kg 
topped 338c/kg. Heavy kill cattle are the shining light with domestic kill cattle 
topping 350c/kg.Cows improved by up to 11c/kg topping at 278c/kg for 649kg.  
2,500 mutton and 2,000 lambs were also yarded in Tamworth on Monday 
which sold to varying but mostly cheaper trends. Weight was the major factor 
contributing to the cheaper trends with trade weight lambs topping at $150, 
while the heavy lambs topped at $200. Heavy mutton topped at $88, while the 
majority over 18kg dead sold from $40 – $60. Interestingly lamb skin values 
have risen with processors now quoting good new season skins at $7 – 8 per 
skin, depending on carcass weight, which we haven’t seen for years. 

New England Merino Field Day
Uralla Showground

Friday 12th Jan 2024
9am-4pm

On-property Ram Sale - 36 rams
1pm Thursday 8th Feb 2024
Inspections from 10.30am

Todd Whillock 0427 740 283
clovernook@antmail.com.au

1049 Campfire Rd Woolbrook NSW

Financial ServicesFinancial Services 
•	Rural and Commercial 

Finance
•	Leasing
•	Home Loans
•	Insurance Premium Funding

Kel Penfold 
6766 5309 0427 667 118
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Nutrien Boulton’s Walcha  ■   3n Derby Street Walcha   ■   6777 2044 

Stock and Property Watch 
www.nutrienharcourts.com.au

For all enquiries please call Peta Carter: 0407 350 781 

This three bedroom weatherboard and iron home 
is situated a short stroll to the local school

•	 Two bathrooms 
•	 Main bedroom with a walk in robe 
•	 The home is kept comfortable in the cooler months with a wood heater 

and the warmer months with ceiling fans
•	 Two good sized living areas 
•	 Modern kitchen consisting of large gas cooktop/stove, dishwasher and 

plenty of cupboard space
•	 The large yard is fully fenced with additional side access
•	 Single garage with extra storage sheds 

$480,000

Investment opportunity/ 
first home 

MAKE AN OFFER

Solid brick 
family home

Lovely brick and tile 
home set on a flat block.
•	 Open plan kitchen/dining
•	 Spacious lounge 
•	 Three bedrooms, all of a 

generous size with built-ins
•	 Well designed bathroom, easy 

care  
layout with a seperate toilet

•	 Laundry with second toilet
•	 Large sunroom with new 

flooring, perfect sunny area for 
cold winter days

•	 Reverse cycle and wood 
heating ducted through a 
radiator system to each room 

•	 Cement drive, double garage, 
double carport, workshop, tank 
and solar panels

•	 Short stroll to local Central 
School

Brick homes rarely come on the 
market in Walcha – so now is 
your chance to secure yours.

$550,000

Sportsperson
Margaret Davidson
Fourteen time Ladies Golf Champion, 
Margaret was very surprised to be presented 
with Walcha’s Sportsperson of the Year 
Award.  
Margaret contributes enormously to the 
Golf Club, being the Treasurer for the past 
15 years. She has also held many other 
executive roles at the Club in her long golfing 
career, as well as being a Life Member and 
Patron of the Club.
In accepting the award Margaret commented, 
“I have thoroughly enjoyed being involved in 
the Golf Club and have definitely benefitted 
through volunteering far more than I have 
given.”

Walcha Community  
Organisation 
Walcha Hospital Auxiliary
This year marks 90 years of the Walcha 
Hospital Auxiliary raising funds to purchase 
new equipment for our Health Service. The 
members cook many cakes and slices, hold 
BBQ’s, street stalls, high teas, garage sales, 
Melbourne Cup luncheons and many other 
fundraisers to raise money. Over the past two 
years they have raised an astounding $20,000. 
This money is not only directed towards new 
equipment, but also baby bundles for newborns 
and comfort packs for emergency patients.  
Australia Day MC, Karen Brown congratulated 
long standing member, Vicki McIvor when 
announcing the award. “This is an amazing 
group of people who are vital to the wellbeing 
of citizens of Walcha.” 

Junior Sportsperson 
Annabelle Patterson-Kane
At only 12 years of age, Annabelle’s 
acheivements are a testament to her ability, 
hard work and determination. Her recent 
achievements include:
•	 Athletics: representing St Patricks Primary 

School at Diocesan, Polding and NSW PSSA
•	 Swimming (including Walcha Flippers), 

athletics, cross country, tetrathlon (winning 
two years in a row at Zone), and Pony Club 
Jamboree

•	 Hockey: winning gold with the of Polding Girls 
Hockey team, Captaining the U13’s to victory 
in the New England Hockey competition, and 
being part of the Guyra Div. 2 women’s team 
who were runners-up.

	 Achieved the Junior Hockey Umpires Badge 
for umpiring at Kim Small Shield Under 11’s 
State Championships.

•	 Travelling to Armidale, Tamworth, Gunnedah, 
Orange and Sydney to compete.

•	 St Patrick’s: Athletics – broke a 31 year old 
800m record. Swimming – broke the 100m 
Freestyle record. 

	 Age Champion for Athletics and Swimming
•	 Age Champion at Walcha Flippers.
Annabelle’s award was accepted by her father 
James as she has just commenced boarding 
school in Toowoomba.
Awards Continued Page 5 >

From left: Margaret Davidson, Vicki McIvor (representing the Hospital Auxiliary), and James Patterson- 
Kane who accepted the Junior Sportsperson award on behalf of his daughter Annabelle (inset).
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45ft flat top ● 45ft single deck cattle float ●26mtr B Double
19mtr mini B Double ● Low Loader available for hire

Call us for  

your large  

Transport  
needs

Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077 
Brian Smith 0427 780 216

• Uniquely Soft & Stylish
• No Mulesing
• High Tops Low Culls

• Top Worm Resistance
• High Profitability
• Excellent Value

ON-PROPERTY RAM SALE

42 RAMS
THURS 15 FEB 2024 - 1PM

754 Table Top Road, Walcha

ED & KAREN BLOMFIELD 0409 608 697
ROB & KATRINA BLOMFIELD 0409 779 189

Email: ed.karen@karori.com.au
Email: katrina@karori.com.au

www.karori.com.au

Mega start for  
Walcha Youth Group 
With two programs now on offer for school-aged children in Years 5 – 
8 and Years 9 – 12, Youth Group is launching for 2024 with a MEGA 
NIGHT planned for this Saturday evening where there will be mega 
games and challenges, mega burgers and dessert. 
Every Saturday from 5 – 7pm, Youth Group will take place on the 
grounds of Walcha’s Presbyterian Church and is free to come along to. 
For Years 5 – 8 there are outdoor and indoor games and challenges, 
while Years 9 – 12 can choose to either join in or be a part of a separate 
‘Cook & Chill’ time. This is followed by Bible study groups and dinner 
together.     
Graham and Karen Barnes are excited to welcome Walcha Anglicans 
Neil and Steph Hunt, who will co-lead Youth Group with them. Together 
these church families are looking forward to the year ahead.
Anyone in Years 5 – 8 or Years 9 – 12 are invited to come and check it 
out this Saturday night!  
For enquiries phone Graham and Karen Barnes 6777 2539 or Neil and 
Steph Hunt 6777 2543. 

Interested in playing Bridge? Local Bridge players are inviting any 
interested people to join them Monday mornings at the Tennis 
Club for an informal morning of Bridge – a card game for all ages.  
Join Betty and her team to learn how to play and enjoy Bridge.  All 
enquiries can be directed to Di Bazeley on 0403 464 865.  

Join us for Bridge

INVITATION
to Niangala Hall Committee’s Annual 
PRAWN & CHICKEN NIGHT
6pm Saturday 24 February
$60pp. BYO drinks.
NO TICKETS AT THE DOOR
Please RSVP by Friday 16 February
niangalacommunity@outlook.com 
or phone Gail – 0429 692 335
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Join thousands of 
farmers making the 
switch to direct specialist 
agricultural insurer  
Achmea Australia.

BEEN A WHILE 
SINCE YOU 
REVIEWED YOUR 
FARM INSURANCE?

Contact us today 
to request a tailored  
farm insurance quote.

Helpful. Efficient. 
Timely.

Keeping farmers farming

“

Call 1800 724 214 or  
visit www.achmea.com.au

Insurance issued by Achmea Schadeverzekeringen N.V. (Achmea) ABN 86 158 237 702 AFSL 433984. The information 
in this document is general advice only and does not take into account your individual objectives, financial situation or 
needs (your personal circumstances). This means any advice may not be appropriate for your circumstances. Before 
using this information to decide whether to purchase the insurance policy, you will need to consider the appropriateness 
of any general information or advice we give you and how it relates to your specific situation to ensure the insurance 
cover meets your needs and the relevant Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determination (TMD) 
available from the ‘Downloads’ section of our website achmea.com.au/downloads. For feedback and complaints, visit 
achmea.com.au/complaints. To view Achmea Australia’s privacy statement, visit achmea.com.au/privacy.

George MacDonald
Wallabadah NSW

Deb Maddox
FARM INSURANCE 

SPECIALIST

Tamworth region

1800 724 214 
www.achmea.com.au

REQUEST A QUOTE

Gwen has lived practically all her 
life in the Walcha district. She spent 
her young years on the property 
‘Minaro’ owned by her father, Jack 
Steel.
Her Primary education was at a 
provisional school held in the Nine 
Mile Church building which was 
situated on ‘Minaro’.
She attended secondary school in 
both Armidale and Sydney.
During the war years she worked in 
Sydney.
She married a Walcha boy, Bill Lisle 
and raised two sons on the property 
‘Hartford’, where she and Bill lived 
for many years before moving to a 
house in Walcha.
One of the things Gwen is most 
proud of is time spent working for 
the Red Cross. For the last eleven 
years Gwen has been a resident of 
Apsley Riverview. 
She turned 101 on Monday 29 January 2024. Happy Birthday Gwen.

Local singer 
performs at Festival

Talented local singer, Tia Lloyd, 
took to the stage at the Tamworth 
Country Music Festival last week 
in the ‘Golden Gig’ Competition, 
which gives young music artists 
the opportunity to display their 
talent and kick start their musical 
journey.
Tia was competing in the 13 – 17 
year age group, with the 17 year 
old singing Travelling Soldier and 
I Remember Everything, on the 
Macca’s Stage in Kable Avenue in 
front of a large audience.
The competition, which is 
sponsored by Macca’s, is a great 
way for young musicians to gain 
experience singing in front of 
audiences, as well as on-stage 
performance skills.  Entrants came from all over Australia and performed 
during the week, with the finals held on Australia Day.
The winner received a Scholarship for a Junior Student Course 
valued at $3,300 with The Academy, an initiative of the County Music 
Association of Australia Course, three separate professional mentoring 
opportunities with an industry leader, and an electric-acoustic guitar, a 
pair of Outback Traders boots, $500 cash plus a $250 voucher from 
Capitol Music.
Although Tia wasn’t a winner, she gained valuable skills and confidence 
taking to the stage. 

Walcha’s Oldest Citizen
Gwen Lisle

Australia Day Awards continued from Page 3:

Gwen pictured centre with Walcha’s 2024 Australia Day ambassador  
Nicholas Gleeson and Walcha Mayor Eric Noakes.

Locals enjoying a lovely  
morning in McHattan Park  
at Walcha’s Australia Day  

celebrations.
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NOWENDOC  |  NSW

Livestock & Rural Property Agents

Tightly Held High Rainfall Grazing Country 
AUCTION – 29th February 2024

Address: 

Contact: 

“PEE JAY” 
9485 Thunderbolts Way, NOWENDOC NSW

Simon Burke 0427 634 341
sburke@dcco.com.au

www.dcco.com.au

Land Size – 316 ha | 781 ac

• Water is a feature with 2 creeks and 6 dams, most of which are spring fed. 

• A mixture of open grazing sections, well sheltered timbered grazing and 

established forest country. Natural pastures. 

• Well fenced into 7 main paddocks and a laneway system for stock movement. 

• A comfortable 5-bedroom home and a large machinery / storage shed. Steel cattle 

yards with crush and large holding yards.

• Plenty of scope to improve this property in a highly sought after area.
11am, Thursday 29th February at the 

Darling Street Community Centre Tamworth

5 2

Auction: 

*

Pee Jay is offered for genuine sale & will be auctioned if not sold prior. 
A detailed information memorandum is available via request to the listing agent.
Inspections are by appointment only. 

Beating
the heat at the 

Pool Party
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6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.au
REAL ESTATE  
& LIVESTOCK 6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.auFOR LATEST 

UPDATES

SAM PAYNE 0428 667 404  | ANDREW BLOMFIELD 0428 667 402
RON VINCENT 0427 775 821 |  TROY DAVEY 0427 157 557

CHARMING HOME
 PERFECTLY LOCATED

A SHORT WALK TO TOWN CENTRE

•	 Two bedrooms 
•	 Open lounge plan 
•	 Dining and kitchen 
•	 Cosy wood fire 
•	 Generous shed with endless possibilities

Kids Fun Day returns 
to the Walcha Races 	To Cross Bros. Butchery, thank you for the very 

thoughtful gift before Christmas.  
	To Walcha Council for another great school 

holiday program – so much variety and fun for all 
ages! 

	To Stephen from Walcha Council. Thank you so 
much for your help. 

	To Suzie Harrison and friends for a very 
successful Bingo night for Walcha Support 
Group.

	To Transwest Fuel for their assistance in 
keeping the Woolbrook Village Parkland mowing 
continuing.

	To Sari and Dacian at IGA Supermarket for 
staying late on Thursday night to look for my 
missing purse. Thank you very much for your 
help to find it. 

	To Sophie of The Fruit Shop fer her generosity 
to Ash and Trinity who are walking the National 
Trail. A small act of kindness made their trip to 
Walcha a very memorable experience.

	To whoever threw a rock through the windscreen 
of an elderly hospital patient/residents car which 
was parked at the Hospital. Now he doesn’t have 
a vehicle for a month until repairs can be done. 

Contributions will be received in person, by phone or 
email and must be accompanied by your name and 
contact details. They will be printed at the discretion of 
the editor.

$450,000

Great views over town 
•	 Three bedrooms 
•	 Loungeroom with reverse cycle air
•	 Kitchen with dishwasher 
•	 Bathroom with shower, tub and toilet
•	 Second shower and toilet off laundry 
•	 Garage with electric door
•	 Under home, ample storage and workshop 

Large Block  -1617m2

NO NEIGHBOURS 

$420,000

There’s lots of fun coming up at 
the Walcha Races ‘Family Day’ on 
Saturday 10 February with free entry 
for everyone.
The day kicks off with the very popular 
Kids Fashions in the Field with a variety 
of age groups up to 18 years, as well 
as a family section. The kids love to 
dress up, so organisers have placed 
this event at the start of the race day so 
the children can be looking their best.
This will be followed by the Kids Foot 
Race with events for children of all 
ages. Organiser Lance Partridge will 
make the day fun for the kids and will 
be allowing parents to run alongside 

youngsters if required.
There will be plenty to keep the kids 
entertained throughout the afternoon, 
including:
•	 Jumping Castle
•	 Face Painting
•	 Balloon Artist
•	 Ice Creams
•	 Colouring Comp – collect your entry  

from Nutrien Boulton’s or the Walcha 
Library. Completed entries are to be 
returned to Nutrien Boulton’s by 5pm 
7 February. The winner must be at 
the Walcha Races Family Day to 
collect their prize.

SOLD
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PETER BRAZEL 

Peter 0427 013 133 or 6777 6534
Irwin 0408 311 321

HAY & SILAGE SALES

Silage Contracting
22 TON EXCAVATOR  -  13 TON LOADER

15 TON VIBRATING ROLLER
Tipper

PASTURE SPRAYING
D3 DOZER  -  45ft DROP DECK TRAILER

 

Achieve the best outcome for your investment and 
retirement goals. Contact our highly qualified and 
professional financial adviser today. 

Greig Meyer is a Certified Financial Planner and 
principal of PKF Wealth based in Tamworth and 
Walcha.  For more information or to make an 
appointment contact one of our friendly staff now.  

Tamworth 

22-24 Bourke Street  

Tamworth NSW 2340 

    
Greig Meyer is an Authorised Representative of PKF Wealth TMW Pty Ltd   
                        ABN 21 154 894 130       AFSL No. 515733 

Walcha 

12 Derby Street  

Walcha NSW 2354  

    

PRESERVES, JAMS AND JELLIES
This year is turning out to be a great season and it’s the perfect time 
get your preserves, pickles, relishes, jams and jellies underway for the 
Walcha Show! With classes for Open, Men and Junior exhibitors there is 
something for everyone.
Here are a few simple tips for success. 
1.	 Be mindful not to under or overfill your jars. 
2.	 Use plain bottles and lids free from labels or logos 
3.	 Clearly label your entries with the items name and mm/yyyy
4.	 Open and check your entry before exhibiting
If you have any questions or would like more information please contact 
Audi Dunn, Chief Steward Produce and Vegetables on 0459 260 111.  
Good luck everyone! 

HORTICULTURE
Is your thumb green? Do you have prize winning blooms in your garden? 
If so, come along to the Walcha Show and be part of the amazing 
Horticulture display. There is a section for everyone, with over 81 to ‘pick’ 
from. There will also be a ‘Mini Flower Show’ in the Horticulture Pavilion 
on February 17 to explain what a Judge looks for with cut flowers. It is a 
FREE, non-competitive, informative session designed to help your show 
entries stand out and everyone is welcome to attend. 
Show entries will close 9:00am Thursday 8 March.
For more information please contact Phyllis Hoy, Chief Steward 
Horticulture on 0439 310 844.

VEGETABLES AND FARM PRODUCE
Have you got a self-seeded tomato that’s popped up near the compost? It 
might just win you a first prize in the Produce Section of this year’s Walcha 
Show. You don’t have to be an expert gardener to enter – many flowering 
vegetables thrive on neglect. Peter Cundall used to say you should let 
your tomatoes become pot-bound before planting them out, as it causes 
them to panic and flower. Not that we encourage mistreatment of plants!
With more than sixty sections to enter, there’s something for everyone, 
from warted squash to rhubarb, to spuds. There’s even still time to throw 
in some radish seeds for ‘Six Radishes’.
Get the kids to make a scarecrow and dress him in one of dad’s shirts that 
shouldn’t be seen in public.
Entries need to be at the Main Pavilion by 10.30am on Thursday 7 March. 
Pick your veggies as late as you can, and wrap leafy greens and herbs in 
some wet paper towel and a plastic bag to keep them looking fresh.
Questions? Please contact Eliza Lockyer, Chief Steward Produce and 
Vegetables on 6777 8105. 

HANDICRAFT 
Once again it is time to showcase the wonderful talent that we have in the 
Walcha District.
Some changes have been made to the entries so please read carefully.
•	 Any pictures to be hung please insure they have secure hooks attached.
•	 All building blocks are to be NO LARGER than 40cm x 40cm and on a 

stable (firm) base as they are very hard to handle.
Entries will be taken on Wednesday 6 March between 2 – 4pm and 
Thursday morning until 10.30am. No late entries will be accepted. Any 
enquires to Helen Mansfield 6777 3916 or Jenny Hoy 0427 367 711.  

Visit www.walchashow.org.au for more 
information on Section classes.

It’s time to get your 
Walcha Show entries ready

20242024



Page  9 ... 31 January 2024

with AJ Cross
Congratulations to the Australia Day 
Award Recipients Walcha Citizen of the 
year – Suzie Harrison, Senior Sports Person 
– Margaret Davidson, Junior Sportsperson – 
Annabelle Patterson-Kane and Community 
Organisation – Walcha Hospital Auxillary, 
who had their awards presented to them 
by 2024 Ambassador Nicholas Gleeson at 
McHattan Park last Friday.

 •••
Local Junior Rough Riders Lachie and 
Benji Provost competed in the ABCRA 
National Rodeo finals at AELEC in Tamworth 
late last week, where Lachie finished second 
in the 11 – 14 Years Mini Bull in Round Two 
and fifth in the same event in Round Three. 
Benji placed second in 8 – 11 Years Steer 
Ride in Round One and finished fifth overall 
in the Steer Ride aggregate. Benji also came 
second in the Second Round of the Mini Bull. 
Good on ya boys.

••• 
Before having cataract surgery on my left 
eye last week, several people including both 
my sisters Tracey Crisp and Jayne Dunn, 
suggested I wouldn’t believe how much 
vision would be restored after the operation. 
They were certainly correct and I’m pretty 
sure my chauffer son Ben was getting sick 
of me reading the traffic signs out loud on the 
return trip home after my check up the day 
after the surgery. The week before they were 
just a blurr out of my left eye.

•••
Still on my sister Tracey, when I visited the 
Newsagency the other day co-owner Trish 
Carraro told me she didn’t realise Tracey 
Crisp was my sister. When I replied that I 
had two sisters, Tracey who was older than 
me and Jayne Dunn younger. Before leaving 
the building I asked Trish to tell Tracey that 
it was hard to believe she was older than 
me the next time she saw her, which Trish 
did. Tracey’s reply can’t be printed here but 
I did cop it the next time I saw her, mainly 
because I’m actually three years older than 
her!! Didn’t Trish get a giggle out of the whole 
thing.

••• 
Best of luck to Emily Scrivener when she 
represents Walcha in The Land Sydney 
Royal AgShows NSW Young Woman of the 
Year Zone 4 Final at Tamworth on Saturday 
10 February. If Emily is one of two entrants 
chosen at the Zone 4 Final, it’s off to Sydney 
in March to compete in the big final. Go 
gettum Emily. 

Good to see my old mate Wayne ‘Pothole’ 
Boyd back home after his recent misfortune 
where his left leg had to be amputated. 
According to his wife Karen, it had been 94 
days up until last Thursday when she finally 
got to bring ‘Pot’ home for good. It certainly 
didn’t take Wayne long to climb back on the 
cricket wicket roller at Peter Fenwicke Oval 
and take it for a spin which he has done 
countless times before.

••• 
The Walcha Flippers held their annual end 
of school holidays skills and drills clinic last 
Sunday, where four instructors from High 
Country Swimming, run by James Harwood, 
were in attendance and put 30 Flippers 
members through their paces. Swimming 
Club resumed yesterday afternoon. 

 •••
Nine local golfers Peter and Col Berry, 
Lachie and Bill Fletcher, Wayne and Willy 
Brennan, Simeon Cross, Peter Norbury and 
Barry Hoad headed north at the end of last 
week where they were joined by former New 
England Hotel publican Bob Denniss to play 
three days of golf at Tenterfield.  

••• 
On Thursday the boys played a game of 
skins where Bob scooped the pool after 
winning both the front and back nine holes. 
He also combined with Bill to rack up the 
best stableford score on the day, 69 points, 
just a head of Simeon and Perc on 67 points.  

••• 
On Friday Simeon and Barry accumulated 
69 points to round up Wayne and Bob on 67 
points, while on the final day ‘Simone’ carded 
the best par score of +5, comfortably ahead 
of the next best Bill and Barry both square 
with the card. 

••• 
Congratulations to the Walcha / Uralla 
Second Grade Cricket team on winning 
their Armidale and District Twenty 20 final 
at Armidale Sportsground on Australia Day. 
They defeated Ex Services in a nail biter that 
went down to the last ball, winning by just 
a solitary run. With Ex Services needing six 
runs to win Peter Mooney bowled the last 
over for the visitors conceeding two runs off 
his first delivery, before bowling the same 
batsman and then sent down a wide to really 
tighten up the game. Ex Services could only 
score one run off the final three balls leaving 
Walcha/Uralla victorious. Way to go guys. 

••• 

Cricket 
Walcha/Uralla v Ex Services 2nd Grade 
Walcha/Uralla
E BLOMFIELD b N Nish................................................. 20
B HALL c S Islam b S Malinga.......................................... 0
J WEARNE c N Nish b S Malinga.................................... 0
N ENDACOTT c ? b S Sandhu...................................... 25
J GRILLS c ? b N Nish...................................................... 8
B HOY c ? b N Chandimal.............................................. 29
P MOONEY b S Sandhu................................................... 0
B MANSFIELD lbw S Sandhu.......................................... 0
S LITTLE c ? b N Chandimal............................................ 3
B MOORE not out............................................................. 2
M HARPER lbw S Malinga............................................... 2
Total 103. Extras 14. Bowling (overs/maidens/runs/wkts) 
H Iroshan 4-1-19-2, S Malinga 3.5-0-21-1, N Nish 4-0-13-
2, S  Sandhu 4-0-26-3, N Chandimal 4-0-23-2.
Ex Services
H IROSHAN c S Little b M Harper.................................... 7
N NISH b P Mooney.......................................................... 3
S SANDHU c B Moore b B Hall...................................... 24
N CHANDIMAL lbw J Grills............................................... 2
WATKINS run out (M Harper)........................................... 0
S MALINGA lbw E Blomfield............................................. 0
S ISLAM c B Mansfield b J Wearne............................... 37
MAHBUB b P Mooney.....................................................11
VISAB run out (B Moore).................................................. 0
NISAK not out.................................................................... 1
D UTSAV not out............................................................... 0
Total 102. Extras 14. Bowling (overs/maidens/runs/wkts)
M Harper 4-0-16-1, P Mooney 4-0-2-12, J Grills 4-0-15-1, 
E Blomfield 4-0-11-1, B Hall 2-0-20-1, J Wearne 2-0-14-1. 
Walcha/Uralla v East Green 3rd Grade
Walcha/Uralla
B JEX b M Kelly................................................................. 9
D MORLEY C M Bishop b V Simpson............................. 0
P MOONEY b M Kelly..................................................... 14
N SWAN c M Bishop b L Bradford.................................. 23
W FLETCHER c M Bishop b M Kelly............................... 3
P EDDINGTON b M Kelly................................................. 1
S HASLEM c H Kratz b N Miller....................................... 1
C WATTS not out............................................................ 45
H WILLIAMS c M Kelly b V Simpson............................... 4
M TASIK b B Moran.......................................................... 6
C MOONEY run out.......................................................... 0
Total 125. Extras 19. Bowling (overs/maidens/runs/wkts)
B Moran 6.1-1-8-1, V Simpson 8-1-30-2, M Kelly 6-0-20-4, 
N Miller 5-0-12-1, K Davies 4-0-26-0, L Bradford 3-0-23-0. 
East Green
M KELLY C P Mooney b M Tasik.................................... 60
N MILLER b P Mooney................................................... 20
H KRATZ b P Mooney....................................................... 4
B MORAN c & b D Morley................................................ 5
C GREEN c P Eddington b D Morley............................... 5
B BISHOP b M Tasik....................................................... 21
K DAVIES not out............................................................ 15
M BISHOP not out............................................................. 4
Total 134. Extras 13. Bowling (overs/maidens/runs/wkts)
C Mooney 2-0-18-0, W Fletcher 6-0-18-0, C Watts 3.1-
0-18-0, P Mooney 4-0-17-2, N Swan 2-1-17-0, D Morley 
3-0-8-2, M Tasik 2-0-15-2, S Haslem 0.3-0-10-0.
The Walcha/Uralla Second Grade cricket team won the 
Armidale and District Twenty/20 final on Australia Day 
when they defeated Ex Services by just one run at the 
Armidale Sportsground.
Sent into bat the visitors were dismissed in their 20th and 
final over for a modest 103 runs of which veterans Barry 
Hoy 29 and Nick Endacott 25 contributed over half the 
team total while opener Ed Blomfield was the only other 
batter to reach double figures with 20 runs.
In reply Ex Services were 8/98 with one over remaining 
when Peter Mooney conceded two runs off his first ball 
before the loss of a wicket left the homeside 9/100 with >

Deadlines 
Advertising & Sport Mondays 4.30pm
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with three deliveries remaining. A wide off Mooney’s fourth 
ball made things extremely interesting, with Ex Services 
only able to score one run off the final three deliveries.
Mooney finished with 2/12 while the other five bowlers 
used Matt Harper, Jay Grills, Blomfield, Ben Hall and 
Josh Wearne all claimed a scalp each. Walcha/Uralla 
Third Grade missed out on their T/20 final after playing 
an unregistered player in Round Three of the competition. 
Last Saturday Third Grade posted a total of 125 runs at 
Peter Fenwicke Oval against Easts Green, thanks mainly 
to a rear guard innings by number eight batsmen Chris 
Watts who remained 45 not out.
The only other batsmen to reach double figures were 
Nathan Swan 23 and Peter Mooney 14. 
Easts passed their assignment with four wickets and 
plenty of overs up their sleeve.
Both Second and Third competitions have reverted back 
to limited over formats but Second Grade didn’t play last 
Saturday after their game against TAS was postponed. 

Bowls 
Results from the weekend: K. Goodwin Def T. Parker 
31-7. S. Goodwin Def E. Okeefe 31-17. M. Hamel Def 
K. Creighton 31-17.  Draw for this Saturday : A grade 
singles – J. Kerr v B. Goodwin marker N. Goodwin. G. 
Carter v J. Asmus marker B. Kliendienst. Pairs – G. Bird & 
S. Goodwin v J.  Byrne & G. Marshall. 

At the Nineteenth 
Last Sunday a Draw for Partners Multiplier was played 
for trophies donated by Wayne Brennan and Mal Ballard 
where 12 time Club Champion Tim Stackman teamed up 
with David Sweeney to win the event with 83 Stableford 
points. Sweepstake winners were Don Brooks and Doug 
McDonald 63, Allan Laurie and John McLaren 58, Lee 
Fletcher and Simone Sweeney 55, Willy Brennan and 
Margaret Davidson 54, Julie Presnell and Sue Partridge 
54 and Cheryl McDonald and Owen Presnell 52.
Sharpest Shooter at the third pin was Lachie Fletcher 
while no player was clever enough to reach the beach 
on the home hole. In Match Play Jamie Bowden defeated 
Peter Norbury 7 and 5 wheras John McLaren needed two 
extra holes to finally round up Allan Laurie on the 20th 
hole. Five players, Peter Berry, Wayne and Willy Brennan, 
Lachie Fletcher and Peter Norbury played three rounds 
of golf at Tenterfield last Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
before travelling home on Sunday morning to compete in 
the Draw for Partners competition.
Last Saturday Col Higgins accumulated 22 Stableford 
points to win the weekly 9 hole competition from runner 
up John McCormack on 17 points who also hit the most 
accurate tee shot on the third hole.
This Sunday is a mixed 4BBB for trophies donated by 
John and Janie McLaren. 

Walcha Tennis Club five week programme
10 February – 23 March

However, there will be a two week break due to the
 Senior Tennis Tournament and the Walcha Show.

9am – 10am: A skill based programme for 5 – 7 year olds
10am – 12pm: A match play session for 8 – 12 year olds 

COST: $50 
Please contact Emma Wauch if you are interested or have any questions on  

0429 958 881 or email: mstennis2354@gmail.com

SATURDAY MORNING TENNIS

Positions Vacant

CUSTOMER SERVICE/ADMIN
Walcha Veterinary Supplies, a leading rural 
merchandise store in Walcha, currently has 
a full time Customer Service/Admin position 
vacant. The successful applicant will be a good 
communicator, proficient with computers, have 
experience in customer service, office admin, 
great teamwork and rural knowledge desirable. 
Full job description available on request.
Please submit your application to peter@
wvs.com.au or post to The Manager, PO Box 
33 Walcha 2354. 
Applications close Friday 9 February.

Walcha Council
Part Day Public Holiday

A part day public holiday is to be 
observed in the Walcha Council 
Local Government Area commencing at 12 
noon and finishing at 6:00pm on Friday, 
09 February 2024 for the Walcha Jockey Club’s 
Race Meeting.
The Public Holidays Amendment Order 2023 
under the Public Holidays Act 2010 was signed 
by the Minister for Industrial Relations on 
Tuesday, 19 December 2023.
Phil Hood, General Manager 
Walcha Council, PO Box 2, Walcha NSW

For Sale 
Layer pullets, all breeds, 20 wks. Delivered 
Friday 16.2.24. Phone Jim 0428 194 105.

Dorset Rams 16 months old, $500 each.  
Call Harry Locke on 0408 010 523.

2008 Toyota Hilux 3.0 D4D SR. 249,000km. 
Unregistered. Phone 0428 775 813.

Public Notice
Rotary Christmas Stocking Winners: 1st 
prize Christmas Stocking - Charlie Szpitalak
2nd Prize 3x $100 local business vouchers 
- Margaret Waute, 3rd prize 1x$100 local 
business voucher - L & N Fogarty, 4th Prize 
Children’s Toy Tractor - Annyka Overton.
Congratulations to the winners.

Join the Walcha Community Singers!  
Put your best voice forward and come and join 
us for a night of light hearted singing. It’s good 
for your heart and brain. We meet Thursdays 
7 – 9pm at the Council Chambers. Everyone 
welcome. For information ring Wayne Bacon 
0427 773 908.

Meetings
Walcha Rugby League Meeting Wednesday 
31st January 2024 at Walcha Bowling Club 
at 6pm. Please come along to show your 
support for local footy this year.

Walcha Garden Club meeting Friday, 
2nd February. Garden 1: Brigitte Hone’s 
garden, 326 The Gap Rd, Uralla for morning 
tea. Garden 2: Ian & Dar Brookes’ garden, 
‘Kamarra’, 307 Kelly’s Plains Rd, Armidale 
for our lunch and meeting. Cars departing 
McHattan Park at 9am. BYO chair, lunch & 
cup. Enquiries: D.Bazeley: 0403 464 865, 
D.Lisle: 0429 799 083. New members most 
welcome.

AMAROO LOCAL ABORIGINAL 
LAND COUNCIL (ALALC)

Notice of General Meeting & 
NAIDOC BBQ “For Our Elders”
Date: 10 February 2024, Time: 4pm, Venue: 
Lion’s Park, Darjeeling Road, WALCHA NSW 
2354 (weather permitting)
AGENDA:
1.	 Welcome/Open Address
2.	 Attendance and Apologies
3.	 Minutes of Previous Members meeting
4.	 Receipt of December Financial Report
5.	 New Memberships
6.	 Housing
7.	 A/CEO Update
8.	 Next Meeting Date
9.	 Other business placed on agenda prior to 

the commencement of the meeting.

All questions relating to this meeting should 
be directed to the Chairperson, Ms Karen 
Bloomfield at the Amaroo LALC Office (02) 
67771100 or via email to office@amaroolalc.
com.au during business hours.

Walcha Rugby League Meeting
 Wednesday 31 February 2024, 6.00pm at 

Walcha Bowling Club. Please come along to 
show your support for local footy this year.
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Scott Kermode
0427 100 889

services TTREETOPREETOP  

Tree lopping
Tree removal
Truck & chipper
Bobcat
Post hole digger
Trencher 
Woolshed cleaning
Stockyard cleaning 

treetopservices@bigpond.com

CHIROPRACTOR
K Samantha Goor

B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq) 
Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am 

6777 1340

Highly qualified and  
experienced plumber
All aspects of Plumbing  
and Gas Fitting
Wood heater installation
Roofing and Guttering 
Gold License No 59555C

Nick 0418 691 306
nickmoore203@yahoo.com.au
Katy 0422 034 660

Nick Moore  
PLUMBING & EXCAVATION SERVICES
WALCHA & SURROUNDING AREAS

JAMES – 0488 020 762 (7 Days)

• Mowers • Ride-ons  
• Pumps • Chainsaws 
• Whipper snippers
• Chain sharpening
• Bar dressing

SELLING New 30 & 40 Tonne Petrol Hydraulic  
WOOD SPLITTERS

•	 Chainsaw chain • Pumps & Generators •

ALL 
TYPES

STORAGE  CENTRE   
WALCHA

20’ Containers available for rent $35 pw + GST
Secure Undercover parking for cars,  

vans etc $15  pw +GST

ANGUS 0427 787 332

A G W 
RURAL CONTRACTING

GPS Equipped boom spraying
Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748 PATRICK STACE – WALCHA

Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595

DISCLAIMER LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR are submitted on the condition 
that The Walcha Telecottage as the 
publisher of The Apsley Advocate may 
edit and has the right to, and license third 
parties to reproduce in electronic form 
and communicate these letters. They 
are published at the discretion of the 
Editor and Board. The Apsley Advocate 
is printed by The Walcha Telecottage, 
PO Box 116 Walcha NSW 2354. Phone 
6777  1111 Fax 6777  1112. The Walcha 
Technology Co Operative Limited, the 
Editor and Staff of this Newspaper have 
published any article here-in in good faith 
and bear no responsibility in respect to 
the accuracy of the information contained 
in such article. Any person or persons 
publishing material in this Newspaper 
do so in the knowledge that they shall 
personally accept any responsibility for the 
accuracy and other correctness of such 
articles and also accept full responsibility 
for the legal consequences if it be found 
that the article contains any inaccuracies 
in the contents of any such articles. 
DEADLINE MONDAY 4.30PM Editor: 
Anthea Macpherson. Advertising and 
Sport: Rosalie Gibson, Megan Scrivener, 
Emily Scrivener and Joscisca Matapakia.

Andrew: 0427 549 748
Toni: 0421 972 354

CPC SPRAYING SERVICES 
•	 Boom and Reel Spraying 
•	 GPS Fitted 4WD Small Truck

Phone Peter 0404 471 105

ANGLICAN 
Holy Communion Service 7:30am
Holy Communion and Family Service 
10.00am   
Phone 6777 2543 or email: 
walchaanglican@gmail.com
PRESBYTERIAN 
Walcha, every Sunday 9.30am
Combined church Youth Group in the 
Hall, every Saturday 5pm - 7pm. 
All welcome. Phone 6777 2539.
CATHOLIC 
Sunday Mass 10.00am

Advertise here!
Like to advertise on our Trade Page? 

Small box ad 30mm h x 63mm w $30.00 p/wk 
 Large 54mm h x 63mm w $40.00 p/wk

Call us today on 6777 1111

New England New England IT IT 

ONSITEONSITE  COMPUTER COMPUTER 
SERVICE SERVICE ++ SALES SALES
Tim Sutton  Tim Sutton  0414 874 5230414 874 523

INCORPORATING PATTERSON BYFIELD & BRYEN

Conveyancing | Power of Attorneys 
Wills | Estates | Tra	c O�ences

Sophie Thomson  |  James Levingston

02 6777 2066 info@walchalaw.com.au
walchalaw.com.au

SELF STORAGE 
NORTH STREET – WALCHA
Various sized sheds

security fenced
67773899 0428 653 307



Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport  
Jason 0427 490 487

 02 6777 2024   marchantbros@bigpond.com 
www.marchantbros.com.au

E
s
t.
 2

0
0
0

A FULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT & EARTHMOVING
Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, road building, 

site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.
Check out our website for the full range of machinery,  

attachments and services available

ALL ASPECTS OF RURAL, COMMERCIAL & CIVIL  WORKS 

••  Freight & Transport •• Machinery Float •• Stick Raking  

•• Road construction and maintenance •• Trenching  

•• General Earthworks •• Drilling •• Mulching   

•• Dam maintenance and construction  

••Erosion Control  ••Site Preparation •• Electrical Works    

Ian Notley 04188 29188 ⚫⚫ Mark Notley 0422 637 686 
www.eteservices.com.au  

FFOORR  AALLLL  YYOOUURR  EEAARRTTHHWWOORRKKSS  
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members 
draw
$50

YOU MUST BE A MEMBER FOR YOU MUST BE A MEMBER FOR 
2023/2024 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN2023/2024 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN

Do you live in Walcha Shire?  If so you MUST be a member to enter the Club 
Social Membership ...... $15 – Full Membership $105. PHONE 6777 2077

Mon – Wed 4.00pm – Close

Thursday 1 12.00pm – Close
Ladies bowls from 9am 

Friday 2 2.00pm – Close

2.00pm Bingo 
6.00pm6.00pm Bistro Bistro
•	 BUTTER CHICKEN FLAT 

BREAD WRAP
•	 TOMATO SEAFOOD 

MARINARO PASTA
•	 SAUSAGES & ONION GRAVY
•	 Normal menu available, 

takeaway and delicious deserts
6.00pm 6.00pm Free Bingo Free Bingo 
6.00pm6.00pm Tickets for raffles  Tickets for raffles 
MEAT & VEG TRAYS MEAT & VEG TRAYS 
8.00pm 8.00pm Raffles & Members DrawRaffles & Members Draw

Saturday 3 11.00am – Close

6.00pm6.00pm Bistro Bistro
Sunday 4 11.00am – Close

12.00pm 12.00pm Bistro open. Children Bistro open. Children 
U/10 kids meal free with an adult U/10 kids meal free with an adult 
order. order. 
12.00pm 12.00pm MEAT & VEG TRAYS MEAT & VEG TRAYS 
Raffles drawn at 1pmRaffles drawn at 1pm
12-2pm 12-2pm $5 schooners $5 schooners 

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

DELIVERING 

7 DAYS 7 DAYS 
A WEEKA WEEK

WATER 
CARTING WATERWATER

CARTERCARTER
10,000 litre tank

WALCHA COUNCIL  
CERTIFIED DOMESTIC

Wayne Hoy: 0427 281 060 
Matthew Hoy: 0427 322 640 
Aaron Bullen: 0409 776 340

• Komatsu PC300 Excavator

• Cat 324 Excavator

• Cat D6N Dozer

• 2000ltr Quikspray Trailers

• Casotti’s

•  4 x4 Tip Truck

EXCAVATING
EARTHMOVING

SPRAYING
SOWING

GPS & Auto Steer Equipped
•  	4x4 Trucks & Boomsprays 

Full auto Rate Control 
GPS & Autosteer

•  4x4 Tractors GPS Equipped 
20 & 24 disc Williams Seeders 

•  Fencing & Rural Contracting

SOCIAL BOWLS 
Every Thursday. 

Names 12:30 for 1pm
All welcome

POKER 
This Saturday

From 3pm

RACES CALCUTTA 

Thursday 8 February 
7.30pm


