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On Wednesday 20 September, Walcha Central 
School Year 12 Farewell and Leadership Assembly 
saw dancing, singing, tears of happiness and 
sadness, along with plenty of applause. The audience 
were greeted by Year 12 performing an entertaining 
entrance followed by a formal address by Principal 
Amanda Cooper and Year Adviser Bonnie Brown.
Joseph Cheetham, Chloe Cox, Parker Doherty, Arlen 
Evans, Olivia Haslem, Troy Hawkins, Austin Heazlett, 
Anika McKenna, Kirra-Lee Murphy, Marlee Wall and 
Jacob Williams all received their portfolios, recalled 
their favourite school story and thanked a special 
person that made their schooling journey memorable.
Presentations were made to students Troy Hawkins 
WSC Citizenship, Ampol Best All Rounder. Austin 
Heazlett: Mountain Motors Tvet Excellence Award, 
University of Newcastle Vice Chancellors Award, 
Tafe certificate of recognition, TAFE Outstanding 
Achievement Award, ADF Future Innovators Award, 
Aurora College Academic Achievement Award, 
Commendable Achievement Award. Anika McKenna: 
Secondary RSL Citizenship Award. Kirra-Lee Murphy: 
University of New England Spirit of Sport Award. 
Marlee Wall: Vocational Education Achievement 
Award, Nutrien Boulton’s Award for Excellence in 
Agriculture, PKF Secondary Technology Award, 

Aurora College Academic Achievement Award, ADF 
Long Tan Youth Leadership and Teamwork Award and 
DUX 2023.
Special memories were shared of the year group’s 
butterfly Hannah, along with a slideshow of the year’s 
schooling life and a presentation of a gift to the school 
of sporting house banners, with artwork by staff and 
students.
Presentation of Senior Badges to Year 11 by 
Year Advisor Michelle Bruton, were followed by 
presentations the announcement of school  and 
primary captains.
2024 K – 6 Captains: Veja-Lee Petuha and Francesca 
Nivison. Vice captains: Olivia Barnes and Eli Wellings.
2024 School Captains: Jasmine Lynch and Charlotte 
Mooney. Vice captain: Thomas Bullen. School 
Prefects: Sariann Andrews, Riley Bloomfield, Chelsea 
Denny and Molly Williams.
It was a race to the end with Year 12 running out 
the doors of the MPC to finalise the assembly. Their 
Year 12 Formal was held last Thursday evening to 
conclude and celebrate their schooling journey.
Congratulations to all students on a remarkable 
achievement and best wishes for exams and future 
adventures.

Celebrating the end of an era

Back: Chloe and Olivia. 
Front: Troy, Kirra-Lee, Austin, 
Joseph, Parker, Arlen, Anika, 
Marlee and Year Advisor 
Bonnie Brown.

www.everybusinesssolutions.com.au

Remote Bookkeeping, 
Bas Agent & Business 
Consulting Services 

	3  Bookkeeping and Accounts 
Administration 

	3 Data Entry and Bank 
Reconciliation 

	3 ATO Lodgements (BAS, IAS 
and TPAR)

	3 Payroll, STP Reporting and 
Superannuation 

	3 Business and Financial 
Management

	3 Business Consultation and 
Training 

Mel Byrnes 
0435 473 767 

BAS Agent - 26141064

6777 2588 
6 Aberbaldie Road, Walcha  

www.wvs.com.au

For all your lamb marking needs

	 Elastrator Ring Bulk Packs also available in store 

 EAR TAGGING
 TAIL DOCKING
 VACCINES
 CASTRATION
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OK EARTHMOVING
PH 6777 7430  FAX 6777 7448

• Earthworks • Road Construction • Erosion Work • 
• Stick Raking • Dam building •

PETER O’KEEFE: 0429 944 821 JASON HOY: 0437 277 197

By SIMON NEWTON

I know we would all like it to be raining, but sadly the Bureau of 
Meteorology (BoM) just last week declared the El Nino weather pattern 
to be active over the Pacific. The El Nino and another significant climate 
driver, a positive Indian Ocean Dipole has also developed, meaning 
hotter, dryer weather for the eastern parts of Australia. We are already 
experiencing these warmer temperatures and dryer conditions, but this 
announcement has come with a stern warning about extreme heat and 
less rainfall for the Spring/Summer period ahead.
No matter how you look at the costs of hand feeding it still doesn’t 
stack up for a lot of people when hay is at $450 – 550/tonne delivered. 
I completely understand why people retain their females, but I can also 
see the benefit of cutting your losses and selling. We are seeing a lot 
of pressure on both markets as producers continue to offload numbers, 
especially cattle due to these costs. 
Sitting down and working out that it will cost between $600 – $800 
worth of hay per breeder for 20 weeks of feed is a hard pill to swallow 
when the current drop of weaners is worth less than that feed. We 
have been in this situation before as the EYCI drops to 374 and at this 
exact time last year it was at 1068c. One thing we should all be able to 
do now is feed efficiently, and there are plenty of options in the current 
market if you decide to buy and feed. Producers are looking at shifting 
their position, say from a breeder with a calf at foot in exchange for two 
light weaners, or just selling heavier cattle to buy lighter cattle to halve 
your DSE. 
Word is a large producer in Western NSW has offered to take 50,000 
sheep at no value instead of people shooting them, which is a great 
option. I’m sure they have been inundated with offers, especially 
because any sheep that are light in condition have nil value to kill and 
the cost of feeding would not stack up. Imagine the shutdown of the 
live sheep trade on the West Coast and the issues it will cause to the 
already crumbling processing sector. They can’t process the numbers 
on offer now, let alone another one million sheep that are sold as live 
trade. Without rain and no grass, buyers in the sheep and lamb industry 
have some painful times ahead and I don’t want to think about it if it’s 
still dry come store lamb selling season for the New England. 
The banks are beginning to tighten the screws on everyone, considering 
that your beef or sheep herd is now worth one third of the value it 
was last year. Cash reserves are drying up as the dry continues to 
strengthen, and not only are the livestock producers feeling the 
pinch, but grain growers are staring down the barrel of poor yields – if 
any. These current markets are putting a lot of downward pressure 
on property sales, as buyers are exiting the property market due to 
their banks pulling their reins back the worse these market conditions 
become. No doubt we could see a drop in property values soon, just 
purely based on the ability of someone being able to pay the debt back 
from current farm profits. I think we will see less impact in the high 
rain fall regions than the marginal areas and could possibly see more 
interest in time to come once we get out of these cycles.
The constant strain of no quotes and the availability of kill space has 
pushed more livestock numbers onto the physical market this week 
and as a result a further drop in prices. Tamworth yarded 2,700 head, 
Wagga 5,000 head of cattle on Monday, while Gunnedah yarded 3,000 
and Inverell 1,100 on Tuesday. Both Tamworth and Wagga recorded 
drops of 20 – 50c/kg on multiple categories of cattle, with feeder steers 
averaging 221c/kg and feeder heifers 162c/kg, while heavy kill cows 
topped at 191c/kg in Wagga and 188c/kg in Tamworth. 
The prices in the south now seem to be aligning with ours with less kill 
space and no feedlot quotes. Word is that there is plenty of grass in 
areas down south, but no one wants to take agistment, nor purchase 
stock given the state of the market. 4,200 sheep and lambs met weaker 
competition in Tamworth on Monday with drops of $5 – 10 across all 
categories. Heavy lambs topped at $108, trades to $72 while mutton 
topped at $55. 

 
 
 
 

Our brand new CONE CRUSHER has
arrived....which means that we now 

have 20mm roadbase ready to deliver!
 

20mm roadbase is perfect for your 
driveway, stock yards, airstrip...etc

 
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL!

 

We have a variety of products that will suit your every
need: big rocks, small rocks, rocks of any size!
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Nutrien Boulton’s Walcha  ■   3n Derby Street Walcha   ■   6777 2044 

Stock and Property Watch 
www.nutrienharcourts.com.au

"Dell Brae"
1195 Topdale Road, NIANGALA
Approx 329.7 ha / 814.7 ac

•	 High altitude, high rainfall Blue Ribbon breeding 
or fattening country at its finest

•	 Dual road frontage, 78km East of Tamworth, 60km 
South of Walcha and 113km North of Gloucester

•	 Appealing undulating country with lightly scattered 
trees, very productive red to dark basalt soils 
throughout the entire property. High rainfall 1100mm 
Av. Complemented by 24 dams, 5 water troughs

•	 A very comfortable 3 bedroom, 2 bath + study 
weatherboard home, recently painted internally 
which is set amongst a well-established garden.  
4 bay lockable double door machinery shed, hay  
or tractor shed

Pristine Blue Ribbon Grazing Country

Enquiries to 
Simon Newton 0467 660 320

 or Mathew Larkings 0427 002 427

Auction
28 September – 11.00am 

at the Conference Room, Walcha Vet Supplies

‘Ride for the Chopper’ cyclists rode into Walcha last Thursday on 
the last leg of their journey from Woolgoolga to Tamworth. The 
group called into Apsley Riverview Aged Care to visit the residents 
and to accept a kind donation from the Riverview Charity Club for 
$1900, as well as a cheque from Col King.
The riders said local towns along the way were very generous, 
filling their eskys with donations. Thursday saw them spend the 
night in Walcha and enjoy a meal at the Walcha Bowling Club. 
Here they were joined by members of the Walcha Westpac Support 
Group, along with Richard Jones – Westpac Rescue Helicopter’s 
Head of Community Engagement. 
Local rider Hamish McLaren would like to thank all who sponsored 
him on the ride, with a special thank you to Brian Smith Transport 
for their generous donation. 

Great support for ‘Ride for the Chopper’ 

Above: Hamish McLaren, his mother Jane, Westpac Rescue Helicopter Head of 
Community Engagement – Richard Jones, and members of the Westpac Walcha 

Volunteer Support Group night. Below: All smiles as Apsley Riverview staff present 
Hamish and some of the riders with a generous donation.

Riders rest up at Riverview after a long ride  
from Armidale on Thursday 

Donations as of Monday 25 September
Total all riders $70,109 with Hamish raising $19,440.
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School holiday program 
for years K - 4

 Tues 26 - Fri 29th Sept
 9.30am - 12.30pm

Walcha Anglican 
Church Hall, South St

LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE
To book into your favourite

activity call 67742550 
or email

library@walcha.nsw.gov.au

Virtual reality 'Code breakers' 
CNRL Cool Guys 

Walcha Library Ages 10+
Friday 6 Oct 2-3pm

Storytime 
 at Lions Park
Wed 27 Sept 

10-11am

Register via QR code

Kids Games

Circus

Call Neil Hunt 67772543 or Graham Barnes 67772539 for more info

Kids Bowls
Walcha Bowling Club

Tues 3rd Oct 10am - 1pm 
Lunch & bowls provided Ages 9+ 

SPRING HOLIDAY
PROGRAM

WALCHA COUNCIL 

Bubble Art  
Walcha Library 

Ages 7+  
Thurs 5th Oct 
10 - 11.30am 

free

 Tennis Clinic
Walcha Tennis Club

Tues 26th or Wed 27th
Sept 9am - 12pm 

Ages 7-12
Call or text Emma to
book on 0429928881

Little Athletics NSW -
Come & Try Day 

Walcha Central School  
Ages 5-17yrs  

Sun 8th Oct 11am
Register via QR Code >>>

Polling Booth at Nowendoc
For the upcoming referendum on 14 October there will be a polling 
booth operating at the Nowendoc Memorial Hall. It is important that as 
many people as possible use the polling booth at Nowendoc to enable 
us to keep the privilege of being able to vote at home. If the booth is not 
patronised it will be taken away from us and we will loose the privilege 
and convenience of local voting. 
Cheryl Margery

Be kind to your dogs 
With the warmer weather around the corner a friendly reminder to park 
your vehicles in the shade when you have your dogs on the back or inside. 
Also consider a rubber mat as steel floors on tray backs heat up quickly.
Kerry Carey

Worried about Banking scams?
Scammers may target you online or on social media, by phone, text or 
email. If someone asks you to verify or give your personal details, it could 
be a scam. Scammers can use your personal information to steal your 
money and run up debits in your name.
On Wednesday 18 October 2023 the Quota Club of Walcha will hold 
their annual Friendship Dinner where a representative from our local 
Commonwealth Bank will speak to everyone about how to spot a scam 
and protect yourself against scammers.
We invite all local ladies to join us for dinner at the Walcha Bowling Club. 
The cost is $30 and we would appreciate your RSVP by 13 October to 
Julie on 0427 780.

 

Achieve the best outcome for your investment and 
retirement goals. Contact our highly qualified and 
professional financial adviser today. 

Greig Meyer is a Certified Financial Planner and 
principal of PKF Wealth based in Tamworth and 
Walcha.  For more information or to make an 
appointment contact one of our friendly staff now.  

Tamworth 

22-24 Bourke Street  

Tamworth NSW 2340 

    
Greig Meyer is an Authorised Representative of PKF Wealth TMW Pty Ltd   
                        ABN 21 154 894 130       AFSL No. 515733 

Walcha 

12 Derby Street  

Walcha NSW 2354  

    

Students learn the skills 
of pork production

Walcha Central School Years 9/10 and the livestock team have been 
learning about Pork production. Thank you to Jeff Pritchard for the 
donation of two pigs for this unit of work.
The pigs were grown and finished at the school and washed and 
prepared for showing at the Northern Schools’ Pig Show at Bingara. 
‘Snickers’ placed second in her weight class and fourth over the hook. 
‘Turkish Delight’ placed fourth in her weight class and second over the 
hook. Five students also participated in information sessions and junior 
judging at the show.
The students visited Cross Bros Butchery to watch Jonathan Cross 
process the pork for them. The pigs weighed in around 80kg each. 
Fifteen Ag students watched intently as Jonathan demonstrated the 
processing of primal cuts, subprimal cuts, operation of the mincer, 
sausage maker, band saw and brine pump, as well as packaging.
Thanks to Jonathan and his team at Cross Bros Butchery for their 
professionalism, expertise and encouragement of our students.
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EVE  FLOWERS
Gorgeous fresh flowers 

delivered to Walcha, Monday to Friday 

A lovely seasonal selection direct from our farm and 
fellow Australian growers 

Specialising in unique and sustainable  floristry 
for weddings, events and funerals. 

Florist open 7 days
Phone 0409 566 099

or order online at eveflowers.com.au
45 Bridge St Uralla 2358

45ft flat top ● 45ft single deck cattle float ●26mtr B Double
19mtr mini B Double ● Low Loader available for hire

Call us for  

your large  

Transport  
needs

Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077 
Brian Smith 0427 780 216

Commonwealth Bank Walcha branch has donated $500 to Walcha 
Lions Club as part of a nationwide community donation program. 
Commonwealth Bank is committed to driving positive change in the 
towns it serves to help build a brighter future for communities across 
Australia.
As part of this, the bank has again pledged to donate a further 
$500,000 Australia-wide to recognise those organisations that 
make a difference to the communities in which they operate. Each 
Commonwealth Bank branch and customer-facing team has been 
allocated $500 to donate to causes important to their local community.
Commonwealth Bank’s Walcha branch team nominated two local 
community organisations as potential recipients for the donation. For 
six weeks over July and August, Walcha branch customers, along 
with members of the local community, voted for which nominated 
community organisation they would like to support. The runner-up 
community organisation program will also receive a donation of $250.
“Our Community Donations program has been running for several 
years now and it’s been great to be able to support local organisations 
who do such good work within our community. It’s also been wonderful 
to have our branch customers and the local community involved in 
the program”, Anne Martin, Commonwealth Bank Walcha Branch 
Manager said.  
 “The Walcha Lions Club makes such a valuable contribution to our 
community and these funds will be used to go towards a Defibrillator 
for the Walcha Community. We hope the donation will help them to 
continue their great work.”

For brighter communities, CommBank Walcha 
supports locals through community donation

Commonwealth Bank representatives Anne Martin (Left) and Alice Gibson (Right) 
presenting Peter Boyd and Loyd Levingston the Lions Club donation. Pictured 

below, Aurora and James Reilly accepting the runner-up donation for Rotary Club. 
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Financial ServicesFinancial Services 
•	Rural and Commercial 

Finance
•	Leasing
•	Home Loans
•	Insurance Premium Funding

Kel Penfold 
6766 5309 0427 667 118

DISCLAIMER LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are submitted on the condition that 
The Walcha Telecottage as the publisher of The Apsley Advocate may edit and 
has the right to, and license third parties to reproduce in electronic form and 
communicate these letters. They are published at the discretion of the Editor 
and Board. The Apsley Advocate is printed by The Walcha Telecottage, PO 
Box 116 Walcha NSW 2354. Phone 6777 1111 Fax 6777 1112. The Walcha 
Technology Co Operative Limited, the Editor and Staff of this Newspaper have 
published any article here-in in good faith and bear no responsibility in respect to 
the accuracy of the information contained in such article. Any person or persons 
publishing material in this Newspaper do so in the knowledge that they shall 
personally accept any responsibility for the accuracy and other correctness 
of such articles and also accept full responsibility for the legal consequences 
if it be found that the article contains any inaccuracies in the contents of any 
such articles. DEADLINE MONDAY 4.30PM Editor: Anthea Macpherson. 
Advertising and Sport: Rosalie Gibson, Megan Scrivener, Emily Scrivener and 
Joscisca Matapakia.

	To the Vet Clinic for being so caring.
	To Rosalie and the girls at Telecottage for always hospitable 

and going above and beyond. 
	To the fantastic WCS Year 12 school assembly. Us ‘old farts’ 

can rest easy knowing society is in good hands with this 
group of incredible young people, those heading out into 
the big wide world and those heading into their last year at 
school.

	 To the newly opened woodworking gallery – beautiful works 
of art, very reasonable prices and friendly service. Thank 
you for bringing your business to Walcha.

	 To the Emergency crew at the Hospital who helped me back 
to my car safely. Thank you. 

Contributions will be received in person, by phone or email 
and must be accompanied by your name and contact details. 
They will be printed at the discretion of the editor.

September is Childhood Cancer Awareness Month and was first 
proclaimed in the United States in 2010. Since then it has become a 
global initiative, raising awareness for childhood cancer. Each year, 
more than 1,000 children and adolescents in Australia and 300,000 
children worldwide are diagnosed with cancer. 
Yarrowitch locals, Emily and Austin Scrivener, did their bit to raise funds 
for childhood cancer by taking  part in this years ‘Run for RUN DIPG’ on 
Sunday 24 September held on the Fernleigh Track in Newcastle. The 
family have been supporters of RUN DIPG since 2021 when a friends 
daughter Amber was diagnosed with Diffuse Instrinsic Pontine Glioma 
(DIPG) at the age of 16. She sadly lost her battle in October 2022, just 
over 12 months after diagnosis. Some in the Walcha community may 
have seen the ‘Posties with a Purpose’ go through town in December of 
2021 or spotted the RUN DIPG touch football team in this years comp, 
these have been in support of ‘Team Amber’, RUN DIPG and raising 
awareness of this deadly childhood cancer.

‘Run for RUN DIPG’ raised $105,804 which will be used to assist with 
the advancement of DIPG/DMG research. With the support of friends 
and family from far and wide, Team Amber’s contribution of the total 
raised came to $29,709. 
What is DIPG? Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma is a brain tumour that 
forms in the ‘pons’, the brain’s control centre located atop the spinal 
cord. A type of ‘Diffuse Midline Glioma’ (DMG) the cancer is usually 
diagnosed in children and young adults. Primarily affecting children, 
with most diagnoses occurring between 6 and 9 years of age, it makes 
up 10 – 15% of all brain tumours in children, with about 20 – 25 new 
diagnoses each year in Australia. Unfortunately, fewer than 10% of 
children survive two years from diagnosis with a medium life expectancy 
post-diagnosis of 9 – 11 months. 

DIFFUSE: 	 Spread throughout an area, not well contained.
INTRINSIC: 	Forming from within, growing through the brains network 

of neuron making it impossible to remove.
PONTINE: 	 Referring to the region of the brain known as the ‘pons’.
GLIOMA: 	 A tumour arising from ‘glial’ cells, the connective material 

of the brain.

Who are RUN DIPG? When Josie, the daughter of GP, Dr Phoebe 
Hindley and Biomedical Scientist, Professor Matt Dun, was diagnosed 
with DIPG, they along with her oncologists set out to understand 
everything they could about the cancer. It soon became clear to Matt 
that very little was known. To address this, Matt’s own cancer research 
group (previously leukaemia-focused) at The University of Newcastle 
and Hunter Medical Research Institute set about creating their own 
program of DIPG/DMG research and RUN DIPG was formed. Josie 
passed away 22 months after diagnosis aged four.
Go to www.rundipg.org for more information 

Emily and Austin 
Scrivener at Run for  
RUN DIPG in support of 
Team Amber

Run for RUN DIPG 
Childhood Cancer Awareness Month

October long 
weekend deadline 
Editorial and Advertising bookings  
Friday 4.30pm
Sport Reports 
9.00am Tuesday
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6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.au
REAL ESTATE  
& LIVESTOCK 6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.auFOR LATEST 

UPDATES

SAM PAYNE 0428 667 404  | ANDREW BLOMFIELD 0428 667 402
RON VINCENT 0427 775 821 |  TROY DAVEY 0427 157 557

$680,000

Exquisite 3 bedroom brick home located on the edge of town. Situated on  
2 acres. You’ll be captivated by the fresh paint and carpet.

•	 Kitchen is complete with a walk-in pantry and an abundance of cupboard space.
•	 The new three-way bathroom adds a touch of luxury to the home 
•	 Outdoor entertaining area, perfect for hosting gatherings and enjoying the barbeque. 
•	 In addition to the bedrooms, this house also features an office, ideal for those who work  

from home.
•	 Double garage attached to the main house.
•	 The property also boasts a large Colorbond double garage and workshop complete with 

power supply.

Stunning Brick Home on 2 acres 
LIVESTOCK
FOR SALE

35 Angus Heifers
First CAF

VENDOR BRED
NAIRN PARK BLOOD

30 Angus Cows
3 – 5 years old

Angus CAF

Contact:
Andrew Blomfield: 0428 667 402

Troy Davey: 0427 157 557

The gremlins were certainly busy when the golf report was written 
last week where the Vicki Szpitalak Memorial was listed for last Saturday 
followed by a Stableford round for David Sweeney’s trophy on Sunday. 
That wasn’t the case as a stroke medal round was played for a prize 
supplied by Andrew Crawford last Sunday while the other two events are 
scheduled for 7 and 8 October. Sorry about that. 

•••
Still on golf, putting wasn’t a hot topic with some of the competitons 
last Sunday. Club President Allan Green wasn’t a happy little camper 
after he walked off the first green (his 10th on the day) having chalked 
up five putts. To his credit ‘Greeny’ responded well by only registering 
nine putts in his final eight holes. Despite three jabbing six holes Julie 
Presnell was unable to wrestle the converted ‘Pink Shirt’ for most putts 
off Alex Gill who ‘eagerly’ claimed the prize with 36 jabs. 

•••
It is only fitting the two best teams in the NRL competition will fight it 
out for the premiership when Penrith take on Brisbane in the Grand Final 
this Sunday. Let’s hope the result isn’t decided on a dodgy referee call 
as was delivered during the Preliminary Final between the Broncos and 
Warriors last Saturday night. 

•••
North Sydney Rugby League tragic Gerry Moran wasn’t thrilled when 
his beloved Bears were beaten by South Sydney in the NSW Cup Grand 
Final last Saturday and let out a few expletives at fulltime. Word has it 
that Gerry’s better half Mary responded with ‘Thank God they aren’t in 
first grade’.

••• 
So close but yet so far! Last Saturday three tipsters were still in the hunt 
going into the final race of the 777’s at the Newie – Andrew ‘Kerno’ Kelly, 
‘Former English Wrestler’ Mal Ballard and Irish Town Mayor Michael 

Steep. All three had different selections in Race 7 at Toowoomba, where 
‘Kerno’ was on ‘Nikav Spur’, who threatened in the straight but couldn’t 
overtake eventual winner ‘Military Gambler’, which Mal and Mick weren’t 
on. This Saturday the jackpot prize is up to $424 and all you have to do 
is select the winner of Race 7 at Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne for a 
princely price of just $2.   

•••
Calling all touch footballers your AGM is on next week Thursday 5 
October at the Commerical Hotel from 6pm, where all committe positions 
have been declared vacant. All teams that intend playing in the 2023/24 
season are requested to please have a representative at the AGM.

•••
Europambla resident Annyka Overton drove off down the main street 
with car boot open the other day, causing a few observers to yell out to 
her as she turned out of Fitzroy Street into Derby Street. When I took 
off after Annyka and caught up with her near Derby Street pedestrain 
crossing she explained her new car was giving a bit of grief working out 
how certain controls operated. 

•••
Walcha/Uralla Cricket President Wayne Boyd was returned to his 
position when the association held their AGM at the Bowling Club recently. 
His son Daniel has taken on the position of secretary and will give his old 
man a hand with curator duties. Treasurer is Ed Blomfield. Vice Preident 
Lachie Fletcher. Patrons Rob Laurie, Peter Boyd and AJ Cross. Auditors 
Patterson, Byfield and Bryen. While AJ Cross has commenced his 38th 
season as Publicity Officer and Recording Secretary. 

•••
When I asked my better half Linda about meal preperations recently 
she replied there was a frozen potato bake defrosting on the sink to 
go with any meat of my choice. When I checked on the ‘potato bake’ I 
thought it looked a bit different than what I expected, simply because it 
was curried sausages instead. When Linda and her sister Sandra Laurie 
arrived home shortly after I informed Linda about the potato bake to 
which Sandy came back with “At least you know whats on the menu 
tomorrow night”. 

with AJ Cross



Get Ready Walcha Businesses

Preparing your business for disaster is easy to do if you follow these steps. Start today by 
chatting with your staff, colleagues and business neighbours about what you might do if disaster were to strike.

For more information, check: https://www.smallbusiness.nsw.gov.au/resources/get-ready-business-five-step-guide

Bureau of Meteorology forecasts below median rainfall and above median temperatures between September
and November. The good news is that preparing your business for disaster has never been easier!



Get Ready Walcha Businesses
The five-step plan

This is a tool that guides you through disaster
preparation in five simple steps

Know your risk

Plan now for what you will do

Get your business ready

Be aware

Look out for each other
Sit down with your staff and use this step
to make an emergency action plan

Prepare your business and plan for
business continuity

Connect with key information sources
now to receive regular alerts

Develop connections with local businesses and
commit to helping one another

Identify the disasters that might face your
business.

3. Get your business ready
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On Saturday 23 September the Walcha United Football Club held 
their presentation day to conclude a wonderful 2023 season. It was 
great to see so many participants this year trying their hardest each 
week, representing our fantastic town on the field. 
Well done to all of the players, coaches and trainers. A special mention 
must go to Club President, Meggie Davey, for all of her hard work and 
commitment to the club, along with Kim Lisle, Karen Blomfield and 
Elyce Laurie for their work on the committee. 
Thank you to Cross Bros Butchery for very generously providing  the 
sausages on the day, which were well cooked by Troy from Pitt Sons.
Thank you also to Kristian from the Commercial Hotel for being  
such a big supporter of soccer, both locally and nationwide, and for 
donating the Best and Fairest awards for the season.

Best and Fairest for the 2023 season were awarded to:

U6 Giants ........................................................................ Alfie Davey 
U7 Brumbies ................................................................Evie Barwick  
U7 Lions .................................................................. Rupert Fletcher 
U7 Vikings ................................................................. Cooper Clarke  
U8 Bears..................................................................... Harry Fletcher 
U9 Wolves .....................................................................Rebee Wark 
U10/11 Strikers......................................................... Henry Blomfield

We look forward to a bigger and better season in 2024.
Walcha United Football Club Committee

Walcha United Football Club presentation day

Winners of the 2023 Best and Fairest Awards Under 7s Vikings

Under 9 WolvesUnder 10/11 Strikers

Under 7 Lions Under 8 Bears
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Squash 
Squash Grand Finals were played on Tuesday 19 
October.
A Grade: Will Nicholls 3 def Mick Boyd 1.
B Grade: John Byrnes 3  def Glenn O’Brien 2.
C Grade: Graham Heagney 3 def Mark Barnes (Retired 
Hurt) 0.
D Grade: Mel Brazel 3 def Danielle Hoy 0.
Nerstane/Ohio Cup: Jock McLaren 3 def Jim Nivison 2.

At the Nineteenth 
A stroke medal round was played last Sunday for a trophy 
donated by Andrew Crawford where Owen Presnell was 
the overall winner and also claimed the B Grade mug after 
her carded a 66 nett. 
Ladies Club Champion Simone Sweeney won A Grade 
with a 71 nett, while C Grade went to Col Berry on 67 nett.
Sweepstakes to Jock McLaren 68, Crichton Barr 69, 
Michael Stackman, Rose Baumer and Mal Balland all on 
72.
The scratch section of the event was won by Michael 
Stackman after he registered a nine over par 79 off the 
stick and he also took out the 2022 mug of the year.
In Match Play, Captain Willy Brennan defeated Jed Witting 
3 and 2, whereas Barry Hoad rounded up Doug McDonald 
on the 19th hole.
Long drives sponsored by Tony ‘Backhanded Larry’  
Asmus were caressed by Will Brennan (A), Alex Gill (B) 
and Mal Ballard (C). 
Sharpest shooters at the pins were Col Berry (3), Mal 
Ballard (9) and Jock McLaren (16).

Owen Presnell engaged his flat stick on 23 occasions to 
win the putting competition, while Alex Gill collected the 
converted ‘Pink Shirt’ for most putts with 36 jabs. 
Last Saturday Margaret Higgins accumulated 22 stableford 
points to win the weekly 9 hole competition. Runner up was 
Sue Partridge on 20 points, whereas Pete Whelan took out 
the NTP on 3.
This Sunday is a 4BBB Medley for prizes supplied by 
Angus and Pip Monie. 

Bowls 
Dads Army: Fourteen players turned up on Thursday 
afternoon for a great game of bowls.
One game of triples and two games of pairs were played 
with the results of all games closely contested.
Only one point separated the teams in the triples where 
Mick Bullen, Barry Hoad and John Watts scored two shots 
on the last end to win 20-19.
In the first game of pairs Terry Parker and John McLean 
defeated Eric OKeefe and Mark Hogan 16-14 and in the 
second game Barry Kliendienst and Peter Hayes were 
22-15 winners over Noel Goodwin and Geoff Salt.
Barry and Peter won the chooks and the raffles were won 
by George Lawrence and Neil Dark.

Ladies Bowls 
Last Thursday Nanette Jemmeson came down from 
Armidale for a rules and coaching morning. Fourteen 
ladies attended and thoroughly enjoyed it. They learnt 
a lot and it was then suggested to do the same in six 
months.

On the weekend the Jean McKinnon Friendly Games 
were played in Uralla with Walcha having three players 
selected in the New England District teams. Sari Andrews, 
Esther Hunt and June Hayes. Central North won on 114 
points, New England 103 and Naomi 81.
At our monthly meeting it was decided to hold the Ivy 
Makeham Singles in November, with nominations  closing 
26 October to commence on the 9 November. A sheet is 
on the board for you to put your name down. 
Social bowls this Thursday.

Wednesdays Golf 
We played for Sal Rutherford’s trophy on Wednesday and 
the event was Stableford. Alison Cameron was our winner 
on the day with a great score of 39 points.
Sweepstakes were won by Jill Burnell with 37 – counting 
out Cark Street on 37, Jenny Lisle on 36 – counting out 
Vicki Heffernan on 36, followed by Pauline Carter with 34 
points.
Simone Sweeney was NTP on Hole 3, Pauline Carter 
the closest shot on 16, and the second shot on Hole 7, 
was won by Polly Locke. The second shot on 18 was our 
winner, Alison Cameron.
Prior to the game we held our AGM and elected next 
year’s Committee. Cark Street stepped down as 
President, and Simone Sweeney was elected our new 
President commencing in 2024. Alison Cameron stepped 
down as Secretary, and Pauline Carter was elected our 
new Secretary. Cheryl McDonald and Donna Martin 
remain as dual Captains, Sue Partridge as treasurer, and 
Lorraine Walshe as our handicapper.
Today is a par event playing for Rose Baumer’s trophy.

Basketball Grand Finals for 2023 
The basketball season concluded on Wednesday 13 September. It 
was super to have so many spectators in attendance.
Women’s Grand Final
The women’s game between Longmires and Boston was very closely 
contested. It was a fairly low scoring game, but this was due to the 
high level of defense. At half time there was only one point separating 
the two teams. In the second half the lead see-sawed and no one was 
game to predict the winner. When the final whistle blew Longmires 
were triumphant 21 – 17.

Men’s Grand Final
The men then took to the court with Hawks playing Tigers – there were 
two very close games leading to the grand final: Hawks defeating 
the Bulls 45 – 43 and Tigers defeating the Kings 35 – 31). This was 
another entertaining game, where Tigers lead by just seven at half 
time. In the second half Hawks gave it their all but Tigers turned up 
the heat and ended up winning 51 – 36. 
Congratulations to the winners, runners up and teams that didn’t 
happen to make the grand finals. It was a fantastic season and 
wonderful to see so many new faces, especially the younger players.

Longmires: Jasmine Lynch, Lacie Newton, Hannah Dunn, 
Bonnie Brown, Ella Lynch and Molly 

Tigers: Matthew Ireland, Jason Naylor, 
Tom Wicks, Koby Brennan and Jack Ackling 
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Position Vacant
Join Walcha Council as  
a Team Leader of our 
Traffic Control team
Use your skills and experience of Traffic 
Control to lead a great team providing this 
vital safety service in our Roads area.
This is a permanent full-time position with 
fortnightly RDO, plus Superannuation and 
allowances.
You will be working as a valued member 
within a friendly, supportive and encouraging 
environment, and your responsibilities and 
actions will reflect Walcha Council’s core 
values of teamwork, respect, customer first 
focus and willingness to carry out assigned 
tasks.

Small Council, Big Opportunities!
Council is an EEO employer and is a smoke 
free workplace. For more information and 
to apply, visit our website at https://bit.
ly/3A30YDc 
Applications for this position close Tuesday 
3 October 2023
Phillip Hood, General Manager, Walcha Council 
PO Box 2, Walcha NSW 

Public Notices
DR GENEVIEVE FREER

Phone 6777 2068  0429 668 583

Walcha Council 
Waste Transfer Facility Hours 
Walcha Waste Transfer Facility 
hours will be changing as per the recently 
adopted Waste Strategy.
Saturday openings will commence on the 
23rd September 2023. 
The Facility will be closed every Monday & 
Thursday starting Monday 25th September & 
Thursday 28th September.

Waste Transfer Facility 6777 1444
Mon - Closed Friday - 8.30am - 4.30pm
Tues - 8.30am - 4.30pm Sat - 11.15am - 3.45pm
Wed - 8.30am - 4.30pm Sun - 11.15am - 3.45pm
Thurs - Closed Public Holiday - Closed

Phillip Hood, Interim General Manager  
Walcha Council, PO Box 2, Walcha NSW

For Sale
Massage Chair. Brand new, please phone 
0457 772 125.

Meetings
Yarrowitch Campdraft Committee AGM 
and General Meeting. Tuesday 3 October 
6.30pm at Yarrowitch Hall. All are welcome.

Walcha Garden Club meeting Friday 6 
October at David & Trish Riching’s garden, 
‘Shiloh’, 147 Kalinda Rd, Invergowrie. Cars 
departing McHattan Park at 9am. BYO chair 
and cup. RSVP for Lunch at Top Pub, Uralla. 
Contact: Di Bazeley 0403 464 865, Diana 
Lisle 0429 799 083. New members welcome.

AMAROO LOCAL 
ABORIGINAL  
LAND COUNCIL (ALALC) 
Notice of General Meeting
DATE: 19/10/2023
TIME: 4pm 
VENUE: Amaroo 36N Derby Street, 
WALCHA NSW 2354 
AGENDA:
1. Welcome 
2. Apologies 
3. Minutes of Previous Members meeting 
4. Memberships 
All questions about this meeting should 
be directed to the Chairperson, Ms. Alena 
Stackman at the Amaroo LALC Office (02) 
6777 1100 or via email office@amaroolalc.
com.au during business hours.

AMAROO LOCAL 
ABORIGINAL LAND 
COUNCIL NOTICE  
OF 2019/2020 
OUTSTANDING  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given of the outstanding 
2019/2020 Annual General Meeting of the 
Amaroo LALC:
DATE: Thursday 19 October 2023
TIME: 5pm
VENUE: Amaroo 36N Derby Street, 
WALCHA NSW 2354
AGENDA:
1.	 Minutes of Previous Meeting;
2.	 Receipt of 2019/2020 Amaroo LALC 

Annual Report including CLBP 
implementation report;

3.	 Receipt of 2019/2020 Amaroo LALC 
Audited Financial Statements and 
management letter;

4.	 Meetings closed.
This meeting will be followed by the 2023 
Annual Meeting of the Amaroo LALC. 

Meetings cont.
AMAROO LOCAL 
ABORIGINAL LAND 
COUNCIL (ALALC)
NOTICE OF 2022/2023 
ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING
Notice is hereby given of the 2022/2023 
Annual General Meeting of the Amaroo 
LALC:
DATE: Thursday 19 October 2023
TIME: 5pm
VENUE: Amaroo 36N Derby Street, 
WALCHA NSW 2354
AGENDA:
5. Minutes of Previous Meeting;
6. Receipt of 2022/2023 Amaroo LALC 

Annual Report including CLBP 
implementation report;

7. Receipt of 2022/2023 Amaroo LALC 
Audited Financial Statements and 
management letter;

8. Election of the Amaroo LALC Board for 
2023-2027;

9. Meeting closed.
PLEASE NOTE: In relation to the election 
for Board members
A voting member of the ALALC is not entitled 
to vote, nominate, accept a nomination or 
be elected to office in elections for Board 
members if the member has not attended 
at least 2 meetings of the ALALC in the 
preceding 12 months as a voting member.
For any enquiries, please contact the ALALC 
Chairperson during business hours.

AUTHORISED BY: Alena Stackman 
Chairperson, Amaroo LALC

Raffle Results
Lions Club Raffle 1st C Mavin - wood, 2nd 
Mary Cross - meat tray, 3rd Mal Ballard - 
Fruit & Veg. 

Wanted

Up to $1000 for the right bottle 
Walcha/Uralla/Armidale/Guyra

Phone 0459 799 119
 for a free appraisal

CASH FOR LOCAL BOTTLES
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Scott Kermode
0427 100 889

services TTREETOPREETOP  

Tree lopping
Tree removal
Truck & chipper
Bobcat
Post hole digger
Trencher 
Woolshed cleaning
Stockyard cleaning 

treetopservices@bigpond.com

CHIROPRACTOR
K Samantha Goor

B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq) 
Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am 

6777 1340

TRU BLU 
RECYCLING

TRUSTED LOCAL OPERATOR 
FOR OVER 15 YEARS
Mark 0412 310 650

Cash 
for

Cars & trucks
any condition

Highly qualified and  
experienced plumber
All aspects of Plumbing  
and Gas Fitting
Wood heater installation
Roofing and Guttering 
Gold License No 59555C

Nick 0418 691 306
nickmoore203@yahoo.com.au
Katy 0422 034 660

Nick Moore  
PLUMBING & EXCAVATION SERVICES
WALCHA & SURROUNDING AREAS

JAMES – 0488 020 762 (7 Days)

• Mowers • Ride-ons  
• Pumps • Chainsaws 
• Whipper snippers
• Chain sharpening
• Bar dressing

SELLING New 30 & 40 Tonne Petrol Hydraulic  
WOOD SPLITTERS from $3,100 delivered

•	 Chainsaw chain • 

ALL 
TYPES

STORAGE  CENTRE   
WALCHA

20’ Containers available for rent $35 pw + GST
Secure Undercover parking for cars,  

vans etc $15  pw +GST

ANGUS 0427 787 332

A G W 
RURAL CONTRACTING

GPS Equipped boom spraying
Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748

Andrew: 0427 549 748
Toni: 0421 972 354

PATRICK STACE – WALCHA
Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595

25 YRS EXPERIENCE, LICENSED & 
INSURED lic no 356559c

Phone:

Phone:

Phone:

•	 Roof Repairs
•	 Residential 

Carpentry 
•	 Gutter Cleaning
•	 Solar Panel 

Cleaning
•	 Chimney Cleaning
•	 Int/Ext Painting
•	 Hedge Cutting/

Tree Pruning 
•	 And much more

PHONE GREG
0401 344 537

ANGLICAN  
Family Service 9.30am
Niangala Service 2.00pm
All welcome. Phone 6777 2543 or email: 
walchaanglican@gmail.com
PRESBYTERIAN  
Walcha Sunday 9.30am.  
All welcome. Phone 6777 2539.
CATHOLIC  
Sunday 10:00am Mass.

SELF STORAGE 
NORTH STREET – WALCHA
Various sized sheds

security fenced
67773899 0428 653 307

New England New England IT IT 

ONSITEONSITE  COMPUTER COMPUTER 
SERVICE SERVICE ++ SALES SALES
Tim Sutton  Tim Sutton  0414 874 5230414 874 523

INCORPORATING PATTERSON BYFIELD & BRYEN

Conveyancing | Power of Attorneys 
Wills | Estates | Tra	c O�ences

Sophie Thomson  |  James Levingston

02 6777 2066 info@walchalaw.com.au
walchalaw.com.au

Phone 6777 1111 wtc@walchatelecottage.com.au

 Design  Print  Secretarial

Long weekend deadline 
Editorial & Advertising bookings Friday 4.30pm

Sport Reports 9.00am Tuesday



Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport  
Jason 0427 490 487

A FULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT & EARTHMOVING
 COMMERCIAL WATER CARTING

Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, road building, 
site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.

 02 6777 2024   marchantbros@bigpond.com 
www.marchantbros.com.au
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Check out our website for the full range of machinery,  
attachments and services available

ORGANIC, LOW SMOKE, HIGH HEAT. 
Beat the climate change, order now

ALL ASPECTS OF RURAL, COMMERCIAL & CIVIL  WORKS 

••  Freight & Transport •• Machinery Float •• Stick Raking  

•• Road construction and maintenance •• Trenching  

•• General Earthworks •• Drilling •• Mulching   

•• Dam maintenance and construction  

••Erosion Control  ••Site Preparation •• Electrical Works    

Ian Notley 04188 29188 ⚫⚫ Mark Notley 0422 637 686 
www.eteservices.com.au  

FFOORR  AALLLL  YYOOUURR  EEAARRTTHHWWOORRKKSS  

TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTT  AANNDD  EELLEECCTTRRIICCAALL  NNEEEEDDSS  

 

	

WALCHA

members 
draw
$250

YOU MUST BE A MEMBER FOR YOU MUST BE A MEMBER FOR 
2023/2024 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN2023/2024 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN

Do you live in Walcha Shire?  If so you MUST be a member to enter the Club 
Social Membership ...... $15 – Full Membership $105. PHONE 6777 2077

NPL PokerNPL Poker  
This Saturday starts 3pm

Cash prizes to be won. $15 buy in 

Mon – Wed 4.00pm – Close

Thursday 28 12.00pm – Close
Ladies bowls 9.30am for 10.00am start 
Social bowls 1.00pm

Friday 29 2.00pm – Close

2.00pm Bingo 
6.00pm6.00pm Bistro Bistro
•	 Seafood grazing board
•	 Honey mustard chicken 
•	 Corned meat and white sauce
•	 Normal menu available, takeaway and 

delicious desserts.
6.00pm6.00pm Tickets available for raffles –  Tickets available for raffles – 
meat and veg trays meat and veg trays 
6.00pm 6.00pm Free Bingo Free Bingo 
7.00pm 7.00pm Raffles drawn & Members DrawRaffles drawn & Members Draw

Saturday 30 11.00am – Close

6:00pm Bistro
2 – 4pm TOSS THE BOSS

Sunday 1 11.00am – Close

12.00pm 12.00pm Bistro open. Children U/10 Bistro open. Children U/10 
kids meal free with an adult order kids meal free with an adult order 
12.00pm 12.00pm Meat, fruit and veg raffles Meat, fruit and veg raffles 
12 –  2pm HAPPY HOUR12 –  2pm HAPPY HOUR

FIREWOOD ORDERS CURRENTLY 

CLOSED UNTIL WE CATCH UP ON ORDERS TOM’S COCKTAIL
‘The Flaming 

homer’ 

Free Pool 7 days 

Wayne Hoy: 0427 281 060 
Matthew Hoy: 0427 322 640 
Aaron Bullen: 0409 776 340

• Komatsu PC300 Excavator

• Cat 324 Excavator

• Cat D6N Dozer

• 2000ltr Quikspray Trailers

• Casotti’s

•  4 x4 Tip Truck

EXCAVATING
EARTHMOVING

SPRAYING
SOWING

GPS & Auto Steer Equipped
•  	4x4 Trucks & Boomsprays 

Full auto Rate Control 
GPS & Autosteer

•  4x4 Tractors GPS Equipped 
20 & 24 disc Williams Seeders 

•  Fencing & Rural Contracting


