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Old Walcha Hospital site
haunted by Inaction

Northern Tablelands MP Adam
Marshall is pressuring the State
Government to act decisively and
resolve a 16-year battle over the

abandoned and derelict Old Walcha |

Hospital site.

Mr Marshall was joined by Walcha
Mayor Eric Noakes and Acting
General Manager Phil Hood at the
old hospital recently to see firsthand
the abysmal state of the buildings.

“Since the hospital was
decommissioned more than 15
years ago, it has been the site of
vandals, trespassers and squatters,
with local police making daily
scheduled visits,” Mr Marshall said.

“The old hospital was closed in
June 2007 when a new modern and
purpose-built Multi Purpose Service
opened at a new location in town.

“It has since become the focus of a
longstanding Local Aboriginal Land
Claim, which remains undetermined.

“There is also a significant amount of
disturbed asbestos on the site.”

Mr Marshall said the old hospital sits
on a hill overlooking Walcha and was
a focal point for much of the town as
well as prime real estate.

“The abandoned buildings today only
seem to have one use, as a thrill-
seeking adventure for youngsters
who get their kicks out of hits on
social media,” Mr Marshall said.

“I have made representations to the

THE
FIRST EVER
ORAL LICE

TREATMENT
FOR SHEEP.

6 Aberbaldie Road Walcha e

Walcha Mayor Eric Noakes, left, Northern Tablelands MP Adam
Marshall and Acting General Manager Phil Hood outside the
abandoned and derelict Old Walcha Hospital, demanding State
Government take action to clean up the site after 16 years.

Minister for Health Ryan Park on behalf of the Mayor and the Walcha
community to resolve this as a matter of urgency and get the whole site
cleaned up so it can be used for something positive.

“Whether this is social housing, an aged care facility or to be developed
as residential properties, the community just want this eyesore removed.

“This is a high priority for the Walcha community and as their newly-
minted MP, following an electoral redistribution in March, | am determined
help to find a solution.

“I hope the Minister will intervene and resolve this 16-year battle for the
people of Walcha.”

The ultimate flex in lice control

* Treat lice in any length of wool
* Flexible lice control when it suits you
* Tactical lice treatment, no shearing required

JLEXOL

The ultimate flexin lice control

Changes everything we have
always said about lice control.

WV {._.:

WALCHA VETERINARY SUPPLIES

www.wvs.com.au ¢ Phone 6777 2588




Specialising in road
construction & maintenance

« Stickraking + Dam building * Erosion works

Bulldozers * Excavator ¢ Tip-truck « Vibrating Roller

PH 6777 7430 FAX 6777 7448
PETER O’KEEFE: 0429 944 821
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SOUTHCOTE

SHORTHORNS

Annual Sale Friday 4th
August Ipm

TPy
BEJ ¢ OVER 50 YEARS OF

”\ BREEDING SHORTHORNS
A

& SATELLITE PROGRAMS PROVIDE
;{:‘ ) ENHANCED SIRE EVALUATION.

fK{b’ THE ENTIRE SOUTHCOTE HERD IS
(¥ DNAVERIFIED & HAS GENOMICS
/ ENHANCED EPD'S

33 BULLS
FOR SALE
Nutrien Y AuctionsPlus

www.southcoteshorthorns.com.au

For all enquires [ catalogue request please contact
Sam on 0456 666 086

around the traps

)
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By SIMON NEWTON

The last week of weather has once again been very nice and the sun
has been shining like it is almost spring. The wattles are starting to
flower on the Moonbi ranges, and | have noticed the trees at home are
beginning to bud up like spring isn't too far away. | don't think July has
been cold, as | recall being outside without a jumper more often than
on, and the week ahead looks fine with a potential shower over the
weekend.

Indonesia has suspended live cattle imports from Australia after they
detected a small number of Australian cattle had Lumpy skin disease.
The Indonesian Government has paused imports from four Australian
pre-export facilities pending further testing of animals. Lumpy skin
disease is highly infectious and has been spreading through Indonesia
since March 2022, while Australia has never had a positive test to this
day and remains free. Authorities are stating the positive tests have
come from cattle that have spent some time in Indonesia already
and further testing should clear the suspension. Since the detection
of Lumpy skin disease in Indonesia, Australia has continued further
surveillance and testing across the northern cattle industry and to this
day remains disease free.

Bull sales are well under way and the confidence in the beef industry
is still extremely high when a yearling Angus bull last week at Auction
smashed the Australian all breeds price selling for $360,000. The
majority of the bull sales are averaging from $9,000 — 13,000 which
seems to be what producers are happy to pay for a new bull after the
recent drop in the beef market. Fat bulls seem to be still making good
money and offer good change over value as investing in new genetics
is a whole lot cheaper than twelve months ago. Remember we have
some of the industry top seedstock producers on our doorstep who offer
industry leading genetics and cattle that are bred for our conditions.
Keep an eye out for your bull stud of choice’s sale day.

The sheep and lamb industry cannot take a trick now as prices
continue to slide and what seems to be a bottle neck of supply and
less demand. It's only been a month and both the lamb and mutton
hook prices have dropped over a dollar per kilo while the wool job
has also taken a turn for the worse. Historically late winter is when we
would see a kick in the kill market due to lower supply, but it's far from
what we would normally expect. The sheep industry is really starting to
buckle under the pressure of supply and the re-stocker market is even
harder to comprehend. A report on the ABC Country Hour stated light
merino restocking lambs made from $5 — $12 per head at a saleyard
on Monday, which means they basically gave them away. | don’t think
things are that hard, it's just that there are so many negatives around
the sheep and lamb industry. It's very hard to make decisions around
the sheep and lamb market when one of the two major processors who
compete on all kill lambs and mutton has only just announced they will
be shut for the month of September for maintenance. Just more added
pressure to our markets that don’'t have enough competition due to lack
of kill space when compared to the south. Let's hope that processors
can pass these low values onto consumers so they can get some
much-needed relief form the price of living. Like, come on — it still looks
too dear on the supermarket shelf and at these kill prices someone is
gauging the consumer.

Foxes still seem to be in huge numbers around the district even after
recent baiting programs. | think its vital to bait for foxes even if you're
a cattle producer as I've seen first-hand what a fox can do to a calving
cow, especially one that is having trouble. | know it's essential to bait if
you're a sheep producer, but regardless | think we all need to do more
in terms of fox control.

Tamworth yarded 1,120 head of cattle on Monday with lightweight
steers selling to firm while heifers sold to cheaper trends. Yearling
heifers topped at 310c/kg to feed while feeder steers made to 344c/
kg for 441kg. Heavy kill steers sold to 294c/kg for 660kg while cows
remained firm selling to a top of 225¢c/kg. The cow market in the south
kicked yesterday with heavy cows selling to a top of 278c/kg.
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July was all about sport at Walcha Central

Cross Country R e
While their friends were sitting by the fire during the school holidays, T e
five Walcha Central School runners were training up and down hills in
preparation for the CHS Secondary Cross Country Championships,
which were held at Sydney Motorsport Park on 21 July.

The five athletes were representing the North West region and [
competed against the best runners from schools throughout NSW.

They achieved great results with some outstanding times. If you
consider how many students there are living in NSW, around 40,000
in each age, these standings are amazing. Congratulations on such
outstanding results.

Rain Pritchard (15 years 4km) .......ccccccevenenene 63rd  (20:21.30)

Ivy Pritchard (16 years 4Km) .........ccccecerveennne 22nd (18:00.30)

Charlotte Mooney (17+ years 4km) .................. 23rd  (18:26.40)

Kirra-Lee Murphy (17+ years 4km)............c....... 53rd  (20:39.00) &= - 2 i
Thomas Bullen (17+ years 6Km) ...........ccc........ 72nd  (28:34.50) Thomas Bullen, Charlotte Mooney, Ivy Pritchard, Rain Pritchard and Kirra-Lee Murphy

Central Schools Netball

Walcha Central School secondary
girls attended the annual Northern
carnival in Inverell last week.

The U16's (pictured right) won
all four of their games and the
Open’s team (pictured far right)
won three of their five games. Their
sportsmanship and skills were
exceptional, performing at a very
high standard. They also looked
the part in their new netball singlets.
Well done girls!

Stock and Property Watch

www.nutrienharcourts.com.au

Hazeldean Angus
Bull Sale

TUESDAY 8 AUGUST
Auction kicks off at 1.00pm
77 HIGH PERFORMANCE BULLS

Held at Tamworth TRLX or bid on
AuctionsPlus and Stocklive.
Offering free delivery in NSW.

=

Beautifully presented amongst landscaped gardens

e Three bedrooms with built in robes : . Contact:
Open plan lounge/ dining/ kitchen Miles Archdale: 0428 660 326
Wood heating Simon Newton: 0467 660 320

Newly renovated three-way bathroom

Large laundry with good storage

Family room leads to the outdoor entertaining area and your very own garden
Office that can be accessed privately from the rest of the home

Double garage attached to the home

Enquiries to Peta Carter: 0407 350 781
All ready for the family with cubby house, $
chicken coops and even room for the pet cow. 680, 000

Nutrien Boulton’s Walcha ® 3n Derby Street Walcha ® 6777 2044

Kitchen with walk in pantry, wall oven and dishwasher : Mat LarkinQS' 0427 002 427
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45ft flat top e 45ft single deck cattle float #26mtr B Double
19mtr mini B Double e Low Loader available for hire

D2 67772126

Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077
Brian Smith 0427 780 216

BROOKLYN

Our brand new CONE CRUSHER has
arrived....which means that we now
have 20mm roadbase ready to deliver!

20mm roadbase is perfect for your
driveway, stock yards, airstrip...etc

NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL!

We have a variety of products that will suit your every
need: big rocks, small rocks, rocks of any size!

SCOTT@BROOKLYNQUARRY.COM.AU

0434011570

1643 OXLEY HWY, WALCHA RD. NSW
(BY APPOINTMENT ONLY)

WWW.BROOKLYNQUARRY.COM.AU

Two decades on the
Hospital Auxiliary

{i

Walcha Hospital Auxiliary President Marg Cross and Secretary Vicki Mclvor
congratulate Peter Mclvor on his 20 years of service to the organisation.

President of Walcha Hospital Auxiliary, Marg Cross was thrilled to present
Peter Mclvor with a 20 year service badge at their recent AGM. “We really
appreciate all the help Peter gives us,” she commented.

It was also with sadness though that the Auxiliary are losing one of
their long-standing members, Phillipa Lawrence. Phillipa has served
an amazing 35 years on the Auxiliary. “We wish her well for her future
endeavours,” Marg said.

In her President’s report, Marg reported on the busy year that the Auxiliary
has had. We held street stalls, catered for Walcha Historical Society AGM,
bull sales, ram sales, garage sales, clearance sale, manned the gates
for the Rodeo and the Vintage Truck and Machinery Show, held a very
successful High Tea in Marg and John Cross’s garden, and a Melbourne
Cup luncheon along with several other small catering jobs.

The Auxiliary has made numerous donations to the Walcha Hospital this
year, including many baby bundles for newborns which are given out
through Community Health, emergency toilet bags, a ring cutter for those
who have hand injuries, an Infant hearing testing machine for Community
Health, magazines for the patients and residents and also Christmas gifts.
Two members attended State Conference in Sydney last October and we
have had several visits to other Hospital Auxiliaries in our region.

Marg remains as President, Linda Cross 1st Vice President, Sally-Ann
Hoy 2nd Vice President and Vic Mclvor as Secretary, Pam Clare Assistant
Secretary and Marie Spink as the Treasurer.

Marg thanked Marie Spink for her Treasurers work, Vic as Secretary
and all members for their ongoing support throughout the year and she
especially thanked members of the community for their wonderful support
to our Auxiliary and the door is always open to new members.

Put a bad night’s sleep to bed

As part of our continued focus on optimising health outcomes for our
community, Kings Pharmacy provides a health service in the pharmacy,
focusing on sleep health management.

As part of this service, customers can make appointments with our
pharmacist Kelly who will discuss current sleep habits, including
reviewing medication use as well as lifestyle factors and sleep hygiene.
Kelly will then develop a tailored treatment plan collaboratively with
each customer to help manage sleep issues. If required, our pharmacy
will also provide a referral to a GP or other health professional.

If this is a service you would like to utilise, please do not hesitate to
reach out by call the Pharmacy for an appointment.

Pharmacy Sleep Services are offering 50 % off At Home Sleep Studies
for the diagnosis of Sleep Apnoea during the month of August. If you
have any questions regarding this service or any of our other health
services please contact the pharmacy team.
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Mayoral Column

VALE CLR GREG SCHAEFER

By now | believe the whole community would be aware of the passing
of Clr Greg Schaefer. Too many times we don't realise the worth and
contribution of people until we reflect on it. Greg was happy being a
Chief or an Indian, whatever was required to get the job done. He
leaves a hole in both Council and the community which seems harder
to fill these days.

Greg’s funeral will be held on 11 August at 11am at St Paul’s Presbyterian
Church Walcha.

UNDER GROUND LINES

The impression | get from the many conversations | have is that a lot
of our community is tiring of the constant renewables discussions.
Despite this your Council continues to navigate the way forward and to
advocate on behalf of the community in order shape the outcome of any
successful projects in our LGA. With this in mind | will continue to give
transparency through this column of what we are doing.

Last Thursday Interim GM Phil Hood and myself attended a Senate
Inquiry into placing large transmission lines underground. This was
instigated by a Bill put forward by Adam Marshall and will report back
within a month. Walcha was included with both Uralla and Armidale
Councils and | believe the Senators from the LNP, Labor and Cross
Benches were interested in the impact of both transmission and
renewable projects and their impacts both financially and socially on
communities. One strong and recurring theme in most meetings we
have with any group is that Walcha is becoming known State wide for
the disruption being caused to our small community.

Showing what | believe is a severe lack of understanding of community
engagement is that at no stage has there been any flow of information to
the public about the pros and cons of the different types of transmission
infrastructure. Information is key to good decisions. My closing remark to
the Inquiry was that we need to change the idea that giving information
constitutes engagement, but this is what | feel is constantly happening.

This week we also meet with our local engagement officer from EnCo,
both individually and again later in the week with CoREM. Through
Country Mayors we will have an audience with the State Energy Minister
the Honourable Penny Sharpe. We still await a direct meeting with her.

THE OLD HOSPITAL

You may have
noticed that the
derelict State

Government
asset, our once
proud hospital, is
in the news again.
With a change of
State Government
and a new State
Member that is
showing interest in
a solution, | wrote
to the Health and Housing Ministers to try and speed up an outcome.
Everyone seems to want to divest themselves of this building, but no one
with the power will step up. It's a hot potato that keeps getting passed
around. The condition of this facility has deteriorated to a disgrace and
if it belonged to anyone else, with its potential for contamination, it
would probably be the government itself that enforced its rehabilitation.

It's now been sixteen years and | believe we are behind where we
started. | saw the Health Minister comment on the NBN News the other
night in relation to it and his response did not exactly inspire me.

Adam Marshall is on leave for a couple of weeks but when he returns
the Minister is happy to meet with him. | will also look into a petition to
be tabled in Parliament if this is Adam’s advice. | don't think we will get
the 10,000 signatures required for it to be automatically read but at 500
it can be tabled. It's a bit more complicated than one might think but we
can get advice on how that works.

INFRASTRUCTURE UPDATE

Our Off Creek Storage continues to fill, : S
albeit at a slower rate due to a temporary
pumping arrangement, but it is filling and =
securing our future day by day with dry ~
times predicted. Tenders for necessary A
pump station upgrades are being
advertised now after a frustratingly long
period in design.

At our last meeting the first, revised concept designs for the two
sections of Derby Street were tabled. Well done to our team for
the excellent outcome (which will be worth the wait).

Also tabled was the concept design for the footpath along
Darjeeling Road to link the John Oxley Sportsground footpath
back to the upgraded Lions Park.

Council is in the process of tendering for the resheeting of
approximately 55kms of local roads. Addressing critical needs
for both safety and accessibility is the focus of this spend and
while not every unsealed road will get improvement this time,
an almost $1.7M in gravel resheeting investment (thanks to
grant funding boosts) will be a welcome shot in the arm for our
local road network.

Coupled with this is the recently purchased Jetpatcher that you
will see out and about on sealed roads. This machine will patch
holes but also seal larger sections of road rehabilitation.

If you are traveling east on the Oxley Hwy over the next few
months check for road closures that may impact your travels.
They are manageable but better to understand before leaving.

PKF

Wealth

Achieve the best outcome for your investment and
retirement goals. Contact our highly qualified and
professional financial adviser today.

Greig Meyer is a Certified Financial Planner and
principal of PKF Wealth based in Tamworth and
Walcha. For more information or to make an
appointment contact one of our friendly staff now.

Tamworth Walcha

22-24 Bourke Street 12 Derby Street

Tamworth NSW 2340 Walcha NSW 2354

Greig Meyer is an Authorised Representative of PKF Wealth TMW Pty Ltd

ABN 21154894130  AFSL No. 515733
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Club of Warners Bay ™

‘mherv’

... is coming to Walcha
MEN’'S FREE HEALTH CHECKS

[DEER
Fri Aug 11 -11:00-3:30
Sat Aug 12 - 9:30-12:30

Venue: in front of
New England Motel
31w Fitzroy St
Walcha

Hosted by:

Rotary Club of Walcha

Men, Blokes, Guys, and Ladies too ...
... do your family and your mates a favour:

Come and check out ‘mherv’ for a
FREE
10min, health check-up

v Blood Pressure | v Cholesterol | v Blood Sugar Levels

The “men’s health education rural van” ... working to save lives

!; Rotary 3 BVt Tasiion
Clubs of NSW LN

1.7 ton Excavator
1.8 ton Bobcat

e Kanga

o Car Trailer

* Log Splitter

e« 7 KVA Generator
o Carpet Cleaner
e Jackhammer

Winter is here
Time to start collecting fire wood

Give us a call to save your back with our
1500 psi log splitter

Andrew: 0427 549 748
Toni: 0421 972 354

Page 6

Free Men'’s
Health checks

Don't hesitate to give 10 minutes of your busy day to get free basic
health screening undertaken next week by Registered Nurse Leanne
Garvey Literally, it could save your life.

The “mherv” project is organised by Rotary and over the past five years
it is estimated that over 450 lives have been saved because of these
free basic health checks.

Leanne will be in Walcha next week and is happy to take your blood
pressure, cholesterol levels, and blood sugar levels; and have a general
quick chat about your health.

“mherv” sees around 3,500 patients each year and it is no surprise
how many males have undetected symptoms. Around 40% require
following up with a GP.

Project leader Graeme Hooper says, “While men are our key target
as we don’t want them dropping dead in the paddock, ladies are also
welcome.”

Rotary kindly acknowledges the support of the Royal Freemasons
Benevolent Institution (RFBI) and Electrodry in making this free service
possible.

“mherv” is in town as follows:
Friday 11 August 2023 11:00am to 3:30pm
Saturday 12 August 2023  9:30am to 12:30pm

Location: in front of New England Motel, 31w Fitzroy St, Walcha
Cost: Free

Further information is available on our website: www.mherv.com.au

Celebrating
100 days of school

Students in Kindergarten at Walcha Central School celebrated their
100th day of School last Wednesday.

Date:

All of the students in Kindy were encouraged to dress like they were
100 years old. The students thoroughly enjoyed completing activities
based around the number 100 or being 100 years old. These included:
using apps to age their faces, designing their own $100 note and
sharing what they'd buy with $100 and thinking about something they
would like to have 100 of.

Iyla,‘RiIey E, Billy and Bronte showing their agé!
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To Diana Lisle and the wonderful
volunteers for the excellent job
they did rose pruning at Apsley
Riverview and for their great
advice with the garden renovation.
Thank you.

To Walcha Central Livestock team
students for the great job they did
at the Tummel Bull Sale. Such a
respectful group, who take hold of
any opportunity to try something
new.

To Brett Dwyer from Naturally
Anatomic for providing excellent
remedial massage in Walcha.

To the increases in the basic cost
of living. Keep an eye on your
mates and don’t be afraid to ask
for help.

Let’s Hang it
Art competition finalists

From Dallas Hyatt, Principal :
Last Friday evening some of the [
staff members at St Patrick’s
School went to the New
England Regional Art Museum
to support both Mackenzie G’'s
and Mackenzie L's entries at
the 2023 UNESAP Let's Hang
It Competition for the Finalists
Exhibition Opening and Award
Ceremony.

Both girls’ entries were selected
among the finalists in the Infants
Section of this competition and
their achievements were noted
as each participant received an
award for making the finals as
well as their artworks being part
of this exhibition which is open

to the public until 13 August.

Congratulations to Mackenzie
L, as her exhibit was placed
second overall in her division.
She should be very proud of

Contributions will be received in
person, by phone or email and must
be accompanied by your name and
contact details. They will be printed
at the discretion of the editor.

i S,

9, REAL ESTATE
& LIVESTOCK

this achievement. Who knows,
we may have our next Picasso
here at St Patrick’s.

Mackenzie L (left) and Mackenzie G with their entries

SAM PAYNE 0428 667 404 | ANDREW BLOMFIELD 0428 667 402
RON VINCENT 0427 775 821 | TROY DAVEY 0427 157 557

FOR LATEST

UPDATES 6777 2000 | www.pittsons.com.au

Exquisite 3 bedroom brick home located on
the edge of town. Situated on 2 acres. You’'ll
be captivated by the fresh paint and carpet.

» Kitchen is complete with a walk-in pantry and
an abundance of cupboard space.

e The new three-way bathroom adds a touch of
luxury to the home

» Outdoor entertaining area, perfect for hosting
gatherings and enjoying the barbeque.

* In addition to the bedrooms, this house also
features an office, ideal for those who work
from home.

» Double garage attached to the main house.

» The property also boasts a large Colorbond
double garage and workshop complete with

power supply.

Don’t miss out on the
opportunity to own this
beautiful brick house with
ample space and modern
renovations.

$680,000
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By Eric the Spider

Walcha took on Qurindi this weekend in front of an excellent Ladies
Day crowd in a must win match as they are fighting to remain in the
Top 4. The game started fast and physical with both teams up for the
battle in attack and defence. Walcha managed to get into good attacking
positions in the early exchanges through some strong running from Joel
“joog baby” Ballon, but failed to convert these opportunities into points
as Quirndi absorbed the pressure. Excellent organisation and defence
in the early stages of the match from Josh “Mr Mol” Maloney kept the
Qurindi attack at bay, continuously repelling their attacking raids. As
both teams settled in it was Qurindi who had the better of possession
and field position, wearing the Walcha Rams defence away. The Rams
finally cracked after defending their line for a long period, Quirindi scoring
the first try. The continuous defence took its toll as Qurindi managed to
run in two more tries in the 10 minute period with Walcha beginning to
slip off crucial 1-on-1 tackles allowing Quirindi to run. Late in the first
half Walcha managed to wrestle the momentum back, putting together
a number of well worked phases, holding onto the ball and gaining good
ground. Ritchie “the Wombat” Hunt was up to his old tricks, carrying
well through contact giving the Rams good front foot ball, which they
used to surge towards the Qurindi try-line. A strong run from Sione “big
ulu” Kamoto close to the ruck saw him dispose of a couple would be
defenders and wrestle his way over the try line for Walcha’s first try. The
Rams went into the halftime break with a mountain of work to do trailing
Qurindi. Walcha 5 Qurindi 33.

The Walcha Rams needed a big second half to attempt to put pressure
back onto Quirindi. Some good running early in the half from Eddy “The
emu” Cordingley put Walcha in good position as they looked to chip
away at the lead. Walcha’s ball handling and organisation in attack was
much better, holding onto the ball well and forcing Quirindi to make a
number of tackles. Some well worked phases close to the Qurindi line
allowed for Wally “the slippery somerton sheep breeder” Davidson
to slice through the defence scoring for Walcha off the back of some

what’s the goss &F

with AJ Cross

What a terrible shock to hear Walcha Councillor Greg Schaefer
sadly left this world last week at the much too young age of 64 years.
‘Shaef’ was a stalwart of the Walcha Rugby Club, not only as a player
and coach with the Rams, but also a long time supporter. ‘Shaef’ will
be farewelled on Friday 11 August at the Presbyterian Church from
11.00am. Condolences to all ‘Shaefs’ family members and his many
friends. May Greg Schaefer Rest In Peace.

What a perfomance by new Walcha Golf Club member Darren Bird
when he played his first competition game at the club last Sunday.
‘Dazza’ carded a Par event score at +6 to win by the length of the
straight but one thing the ‘Molleydooker’ won't be doing anytime soon is
be playing off his Golf Australia Handicap of 32 because he lost 10 shots
last weekend and is now off 22.

Congratulations to Walcha Central School athlete Olivia McKenna
on being selected in the North West team to compete in Sydney a few
months down the track. Olivia won a blue ribbon in the shot putt and also
competed in the discus in the trial in Tamworth last weekend. Good on
ya Liv — all the best of luck when you head to the ‘Big Smoke’.

Tennis Club member Shelley Marchant was celebrating her birthday
so fellow member Jenny Hoy cooked a cake for the occasion to be
enjoyed at the ‘Warren Park’ luncheon. Jenny had baked a layer cake but
was a bit concerned about over cooking the bottom layer which became
more of a worry when she had trouble cutting the cake. On investigation
it wasn't the crispness of the bottom layer that was the problem, it was
more so that Jenny hadn’t removed the baking paper from the bottom
side of the top layer and that was what was causing the problem with the
cutting of the cake.

RUGBY REPORT WALCHA 'V QUIRINDI

excellent work from the forwards. This try lifted the Walcha Rams as
they began to fight their way back into the match. Attacking from deep
in their own end Walcha made another break racing up the right hand
touch line only to be dragged down 20 metres out. The Rams spread
the ball wide to the opposite wing showing great hands and game
awareness, finding Sam “just carry” Lomax who charged his way over
in the can van corner to give the Rams another excellent try. With all the
momentum with Walcha they again found themselves deep inside the
Qurindi half, orchestrating another attack on their line. A superbly worked
rolling maul from the forwards saw Henry “big country” Leslie dive over
the line, putting Walcha back into the contest. Matty “lil Tis” Tisdell had
a great game, making a number of important tackles. Patty “the ugly
keen” Keen was menacing in attack, continuously breaking tackles and
creating opportunities. Harry “Kingswood” King had his best game for
Walcha, tackling everything in front of him. In the end the Rams were
unable to claw back the first half lead, but showed great heart not giving
up until the end. The Walcha Rams should be proud of how their second
half. Walcha 29 — Quirindi 41.

A huge thank you from the ladies to everyone who came out to support
the Rams and help raise money for Ladies Day.

3 Harry King (Players player), 2 Joel Ballon, 1 Eddy Cordingley, Patty Keen.

Major Sponsors

/~ TOBCO ZBETTS
\\_// 1300 4 LOWES FTransport 4
ete

mservices

Red: Davidson Cameron & Co, Karori Pastoral Co, Marchant Bros, Elders Rural Services Walcha,
New England Polaris. White: Peter McNeill, Agfix Mechanical, Branga Plains Pastoral Co, SN Nivison,
TAFields Estates, Nutrien Boulton's, Nerstane Merino Stud, MTA Travel, Elanco Australia, Walcha Vet
Supplies. Club: Merlanie Pastoral Co, Ben Nevis Angus, Emu Creek, Peter Norbury Motors, Pitt Sons,
Regional Australia Bank, D & C Kermode, Glenell Beef. Rams Donors: Jemalong Wool, Maryland
White Suffolk, Old Woombi Poll Dorset, Productive Pasture Solutions, Ross & Debbie Keen, Cameron
& Rachel Greig, Dales Downtown Meat, Tony Williams Machinery, AGCO, Walcha Law

Well done to the Walcha/Uralla Jillaroos on qualifying for the Group
19 Ladies League Tag Reserve Grade Major Semi Final after finishing in
sixth position on the points score ladder due to a better points differential
than Guyra who they were equal with. If everything goes to schedule the
girls should play Inverell at Guyra in two Sundays time.

There are conflicting stories as to why the Walcha/Uralla Tigeroos
withdrew from the Group 19 Reserve Grade semi final series, but to say
at least two sponsors (one major) aren’t too happy would be grossly
understating the fact. Stay tuned for more developments.

Defence must have been the perimeter apparatus made of iron and
wire that ran around various grounds in Group 19 last weekend. The
Walcha/Uralla Tigeroos beat Armidale 62 — 0, Narwan downed Glen
Innes 60 — 6, Moree Boomerangs rounded up Bingara 52 — 40, Guyra
caged the Tingha Tigers 48 — 40 while inverell defeated Warialda 44 —
18. If my calculations are correct that's 374 points at an average of 75
points per match.

The Walcha Rams didn’t help their Central North Campaign last
Saturday when they went down to Quirindi 41-29 here at Peter Fenwicke
Oval. The Rams currently sit sixth on 45 points behind Gunnedah and
Pirates both 65, Moree 59, Quirindi 48 and Narrabri 47 but after the bye
this weekend they then face co-leaders Pirates in Tamworth in the final
round of the competition. Good luck boys it looks like you might need it.
Footy Tipping Big Wigs of the week: Apsley Arms — Mick O'Reilly and
Scotty Swain. Bowling Club — Tommy Wicks, Ben Cross, Jason Asmus
and GJ Natty. Newie — Ben Cross, Glenno Olrich and Dianne Stackman.
Vets Supplies — Peter King all 14 points each. Thunderbolts Way Cafe —
Paul Nash and Emily Smolders 12 each.

Happy Birthday Coog! From the team at the Telecottage. ?
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sport.

Rugby League

Walcha/Uralla registered 96 points without conceding
a single point against Armidale at Woodville Oval last
Saturday when the Tigeroos and Jillaroos played their final
competition games of the 2023 Group 19 Mens and Ladies
Tag Rugby League.

In the main game the Tigeroos won 62-0 in a match
that was called off eight minutes early due to the mercy
rule introduced after a team reaches 60 points while the
Jillaroos ran in eight tries, one of which was converted to
defeat Armidale 34-0.

Just two minutes had elapsed when the Tigeroos opened
their account through a try out wide by centre Josh Dailey
and when winger Harley Carlon raised the flags with his
sideline conversion attempt the homeside lead 6-0.
Further tries to fullback Shuaib Rhodes-Swain a second
to Dailey, bench player Vincent Moran and halfback
Kieren Stiff along with three conversions to Carlon saw the
Tigeroos hold a 28-0 advantage while they enjoyed their
half time oranges.

Just before the break Armidale was reduced to 12 men
when their halfback Tyler Carson was sent off for punching.
The procession continued in the second session with a
third try to Dailey followed by touchdowns to front-rower
Harley Cox, five eighth Jack Doran, lock Brody Dexter and
a second to Stiff before coach Scott Swain finalised the
game when he dived over wide out from dummy half.

In the second half Carlon landed three conversions
whereas Stiff and Rhodes-Swain raised the flags once
each. The try by prop Cox was a good individual effort
where he burst through the defence 35 metres out, evaded
the opposition fullback before touching down between the
posts.

Although the Tigeroos qualified for the Group 19 Reserve
Grade semi finals in second position behind Bingara they
have surrended that opportunity by withdrawing from the
competition for a variety of reasons. Best and Fairest
Paints  Group - 3 Harley Carlon, 2 Kierien Stiff and 1
Michael Moran. Club - 3 Kieren Stiff , 2 Harley Cox and 1
Shuaib Rhodes-Swain. Players Player - The whole team.
Final Points Score: Guyra 24, Narwan 19, Inverell 18,
Moree Boomerangs 16, Bingara 15, Tigeroos 13, Glen
Innes 11, Tingha 10, Warrialda 8 and Armidale 6.

Jillaroos

The Jillaroos didn't take long to put points on the
scoreboard when captain Nicola Hoy touched down and
then raced over for a second try from inside her own half to
give her team an 8-0 lead.

At the 20 minute mark speedster Jordy Hoy, showed her
sister Nic ‘anything you can do, | can do just as well' when
she raced 80 metres from the restart to score a great
individual try.

Goalkicker Maddie Lance piloted the conversion attempt
between the posts and then just before halftime fullback
Rachael Green scored to finalise the first half scoring at
18-0.

The referee had barely blown time back on to restart the
game when Jojo Matapakia scored a try and then in the
space of a few minutes skipper Hoy crossed for her third
and fourth touchdowns.

Just before the fulltime hooter Jordy Hoy notched up her
second try of the game to give the Jillaroos their 34-0
victory.

Best and Fairest Points - Group - 3 Nicola Hoy and 2 Jojo
Matapakia. Club - 3 Jordy Hoy, 2 Nicola Hoy and 1 Bella
Swift. Players Player - Jordy Hoy.

Final Paints Score - Tingha (undefeated) 28, Warialda 18,
Bingara, Glen Innes and Inverell all 17, Jillaroos and Guyra
14, Narwan 13, Moree 2 and Armidale 0.

As the Jillaroos finished with a better points for and against
percentage differential than Guyra they will finish in sixth
position which would qualify them for the Reserve Grade
Major semi finals against Inverell who had the worst
differential with Bingara and Glen after all three teams
finished on 17 points.

There will be a hye for all clubs this weekend before the
semi finals commence the following weekend.

Bowils

Dads Army: Thursday afternoon was a replica of last
week, with the sun shining brightly and two easy wins.

In the first game the chook winners, Noel Goodwin and
John Watts defeated John McCormack and Warwick
Hogan 23-11.

The result of the second game saw a bigger margin when
Eric O'Keefe and John McLean defeated Peter Hayes and
Geoff Salt 27-6.

John McCormack had something to smile about when he
won the raffle.

Ladies Bowls

The ladies played two games of three bowl pairs last
Thursday in glorious weather. We welcomed Margaret
Morris back to bowls after a long break due to a hip
replacement. Jan Cross and Janice Rizzi lost to Joy
McDean and Janice Rizzi, who played in two positions.
Carmel Ryan and Lyn Bumell won against Phyllis Hoy and
Margaret Morris. A good game was had by all.

A reminder that the AGM will follow the general meeting
on 17 August.

The District games commence soon. For those who are
playing do not forget to check the board as to starting time
and venue.

There will be social bowls tomorrow 9.30am for 10am.

Wednesday Golf

Apar was played on Wednesday for Lyn Laurie’s trophy.
Donna Martin was the winner with +3 and the sweepstakes
went to Jenny Lisle +1, Lyn Laurie -1 and Polly Locke -1.
Donna Martin also took out the NTP on Hole 3 and Cheryl
McDonald the pin on Hole 16.

Today we are playing the first day of the 2 ball Stroke
Aggregate Championships for a trophy donated by
Drummond Golf.

At the Nineteenth

New club member Darren Bird streeted the field of 18
players to win a trophy donated by his cousin Dion Bird
after carding a sensational score of +6 in the Par event held
last Sunday which also happened to be his first competition
game.

Club President Allan Green and Rose Baumer were next
best on +3 while the remaining sweepstake prizes went
to Michael Stackman and Lee Fletcher both +2 whereas
trophy donor Dion collected the final ball on +1.

Sharpest shooter at the pins were Doug McDonald (3) and
Michael Stackman (16).

Last Saturday Peter Whelan won the weekly 9 hole
competition after he accumulated 19 stableford points to
sneak home from runners up Col Higgins who counted
out Max Holstien both on 18 points. No player was clever
enough to reach the beach for the third hole N.T.P.

This Sunday a stableford round is scheduled while the
Boggabri open on offer.
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Death Notice

CORLETTE: Irina Natasha

Passed away on 26 July 2023
at Walcha Hospital after a brief but
brutal return of her illness
80 years young
Beloved wife of Andrew. Much loved mother
and mother-in-law of Sascha & Jo,
Misha & Lizzie.
Nana Redlips to grandchildren Oscar & Lila.
Babu to grandchildren Max & Mya.
A charmer to the end and much loved
by all who knew her.
A shiny girl has gone to take her place
in the stars.

Piddington’s AFDA 6772 2288

A private cremation has already been held
for Irina. She requested no funeral.
The family will arrange a celebration of her
fabulous life sometime down the track.

Funeral Notice

SCHAEFER: Gregory
Aged 64 years

Late of 'Ellandonan’ Walcha.
Funeral service 11.00am 11 August
at Walcha Presbyterian Church.
Followed by a Wake at Walcha Sports Club.

WILLIAMS: Anthony Keith

1 Tonyll
13-12-1931 — 31-7-2023

Dearly loved husband of Elizabeth.
Cherished father & father-In-law of Gabrielle
& Bill (dec’d) Thompson, Maria & Fergus
Fitzsimons, Lisa & Tony Heagney, Anthony
& Amanda, Matthew, Peter & Catherine
and loved “Tony” to his 21 grandchildren &
“Old Tony” to his 13 great-grandchildren. A
loved brother, brother-In-law and uncle to the
Williams families.

Funeral Mass to be held at St Mary &
Joseph’s Cathedral on Friday 4th August
2023 commencing at 11:00am, followed by
interment at the Armidale Lawn Cemetery.

By request No Flowers, Donations in lieu
to St Vincent de Paul.
A donation box will be at the church.

The Williams family wish to advise that
Tony Williams Machinery
will be closed on Friday 4th August 2023.

Piddington's AFDA
6772 2288

]

Little Athletics Committee formation
meeting, Wednesday 16 August, 6:30pm
at the Apsley Arms Hotel. Elyce Laurie
0448 165 284, Jess Williams 0418 827 088.

Walcha Garden Club AGM and monthly
meeting, Friday 4 August, Walcha Bowling
Club commencing 9:30am. Contact Di
Bazeley on 0403 464 865 or Diana Lisle
0429 779 083.

Walcha Farmers Market AGM will be held on
Tuesday 8 August at the Commercial Hotel.
New members welcomed and encouraged.
For enquiries please contact Denise Cox on
0429 692 214.

AGM Walcha Womens' Bowls at Bowling
Club. Thursday 17 August following the
general meeting which commences 1.00pm.
Walcha Basketball AGM on Monday 14
Augsut, 6.00pm at the MPC.

Public Notices

Walcha Council
Scheduled Tree work

Walcha Council will be
undertaking Scheduled Tree
Work from 7/8/23 to 18/8/2023 in the following
areas below:

» Meridian St — Crown lift, sucker removal

» South St — Crown lift, sucker removal, minor
trim on some trees.

* Hamilton St — Crown lift, minor trim on some
trees, tree pollarding on dead limb removal.

* Middle St — Sucker removal on all trees,
minor crown raising and thinning.

» John Oxley Oval — several medium trees,
minor crown raising.

For enquiries, please call Council on 6774 2500.

Phillip Hood, Interim General Manager
Walcha Council, PO Box 2, Walcha NSW

WALCHA GARDEN CLUB
75th Anniversary Luncheon

Friday 1st September
Walcha Bowling Club 9:30am

Guest Speaker — Peta Trahar

Tickets: $35 pp
e PO Box 10 Walcha
« Paperdolls
¢ AGM

RSVP: 23 August
Marg Cawley margcawley@gmail.com
0428 876 769
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Public Notices (Cont)

DR GENEVIEVE FREER
Phone 6777 2068 0429 668 583
Barber Shop will be closed this Friday and
Saturday. Reopens Tuesday 8 Aug at 9:30am.

DJ’S Firewood — Best wood in the district.
Bulk only — minimum 6m?3, maximum 10m3.
Deliver Walcha Saturday OR pick-up from
Niangala Saturday 1.00 — 4.00pm. Phone
0427 335 631 or 6769 2395.

Jack Russell Pups: Two females, wormed,
vaccinated and microchipped. Please phone
0429 773 980 for more details.

Firewood — Top of the range dry wood in
log form. Delivered to town. Phone John on
0427 500 110.

Various Items: Bandsaw, electric chainsaw
sharpener, petrol woolpress, shearing gear,
furniture. Phone 6777 9194.

Manager People
and Performance

Walcha Council is currently

recruiting for a Manager People and
Performance to join the team. This role
will flex between operational and strategic
initiatives, it is broad in nature and provides
support across all levels of the organisation.
This position is a permanent full-time
(35 hours/week) position in Council's
organisational structure, however flexible
working arrangements for the successful
candidate will be considered. This position
falls under the Local Government (State)
Award 2023 Grade 9 - Professional/
Specialist Band 3, Level 3.

For further information and to apply, visit
Council’s website.

Applications close Monday 14 August 2023.
Phillip Hood, Interim General Manager

Walcha Council, PO Box 2, Walcha NSW

church nofices @)

ANGLICAN

Sunday 6th August 7.30am Holy Communion,
10am Family Service & 2pm Niangala

All welcome. Ph 6777 2543 or email:
walchaanglican@gmail.com
PRESBYTERIAN

Walcha Sunday 9.30am.

All welcome. Phone 6777 2539.

CATHOLIC Sunday 10:00am Mass.



trade and professions &9

. Roof Repairs

0 PROPERTY FootFere
B NN Corpomry.
N e Gutter Cleaning

e Solar Panel
Cleaning

e Chimney Cleaning

. Int/Ext Painting

Hedge Cutting/

Tree Pruning

And much more

0401 344 537

25 YRS EXPERIENCE, LICENSED &
INSURED iic no 3s6559¢

.

New England Accounting

& Taxation Services Pty Ltd

Specialising in:

= Accounting, Business & Taxation
Services

= BAS & IAS Preparation & Lodgement

= Bookkeeping & Secretarial Services

Brendan Blake CPA
10W Hamilton St Walcha
Tel.: 02 6778 0054

Fax: 02 6778 0035

Email: ats@ozemail.com.au

cPAL]

New England Accounting &
Taxation Services Pty Ltd is
a CPA Practice

W

WALCHA LAW
SOLICITORS

Sophie Thomson | James Levingston

Conveyancing | Power of Attorneys
Wills | Estates | Traffic Offences

Local Firm - over 70yrs in the Community

02 6777 206

info@walchalaw.com.au
walchalaw.com.au

INCORPORATING PATTERSON BYFIELD & BRYEN

TRYU BLU
RECYCLING

CASH

FOR
CARS & TRUCKS
ANY CONDITION

TRUSTED LOCAL OPERATOR
FOR OVER 15 YEARS

Mark 0412 310 650

Tree lopping Pl
Tree removal YL
Truck & chipper  “o, " # ™ 0427 100 889

s “TREETOP

Post hole digger
services

Trencher
Woolshed cleaning
Stockyard cleaning

treetopservices@bigpond.com

AGW
RURAL CONTRACTING

GPS Equipped boom spraying
Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748

°/ CURTIS

» Mowers - Ride-ons
* Pumps « Chainsaws
« Whipper snippers

+ Chain sharpening

- Bar dressing

SELLING New 30 & 40 Tonne Petrol Hydraulic
WOOD SPLITTERS from $3,100 delivered
+ Chainsaw chain »

JAMES - 0488 020 762 (7 Days)

Nick Moore
PLUMBING & EXCAVATION SERVICES

WALCHA & SURROUNDING AREAS

Highly qualified and
experienced plumber

All aspects of Plumbing
and Gas Fitting

Wood heater installation
Roofing and Guttering
Gold License No 59555C

Nick 0418 691 306
nickmoore203@yahoo.com.au
Katy 0422 034 660

®@DBE

DREW BIRD ELECTRICAL

Call 0456 185 304

RURAL. DOMESTIC. COMMERCIAL.
drewbirdelectrical@gmail.com Lic No.400883C

New England IT
ONSITE COMPUTER

SERVICE + SALES
Tim Sutton 0414 874 523

i\ o : -

~_ Mobile Repairer& §§
Ailrconditioning Specialist
Licensed Vehicle Repairer

Lic.N0.46696 RTA Lic No. AU22616

PATRICK STACE — WALCHA

Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595

SELF STORAGE
NORTH STREET — WALCHA
VARIOUS SIZED SHEDS
SECURITY FENCED

67773899 0428 653 307

STORAGE CENTRE
WALCHA

20’ Containers available for rent $35 pw + GST
Secure Undercover parking for cars,
vans etc $15 pw +GST

ANGUS 0427 787 332

Andrew: 0427 549 748
Toni: 0421 972 354

CHIROPRACTOR

K Samantha Goor
B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq)

Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am
6777 1340

CORPORATE IDENTITY & LOGO DESIGN
BRAND GUIDELINES - SIGNS - BOOKS & MAGAZINES
ANNUAL REPORTS - CATALOGUES - BUSINESS CARDS

0418 281 489 - OSCARWAUGH@GMAIL.COM
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DISCLAIMER LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
are submitted on the condition that The Walcha
Telecottage as the publisher of The Apsley
Advocate may edit and has the right to, and
license third parties to reproduce in electronic
form and communicate these letters. They
are published at the discretion of the Editor
and Board. The Apsley Advocate is printed by
The Walcha Telecottage, PO Box 116 Walcha
NSW 2354. Phone 6777 1111 Fax 6777 1112.
The Walcha Technology Co Operative Limited,
the Editor and Staff of this Newspaper have
published any article here-in in good faith and
bear no responsibility in respect to the accuracy
of the information contained in such article. Any
person or persons publishing material in this
Newspaper do so in the knowledge that they
shall personally accept any responsibility for
the accuracy and other correctness of such
articles and also accept full responsibility for the
legal consequences if it be found that the article
contains any inaccuracies in the contents of any
such articles. DEADLINE MONDAY 4.30PM
Editor: Anthea Macpherson. Advertising and
Sport: Rosalie Gibson, Megan Scrivener, Emily
Scrivener and Joscisca Matapakia.
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AFULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT & EARTHMOVING

COMMERCIAL WATER CARTING
Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, road building,

site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.

Check out our website for the full range of machinery,
attachments and services available

OW SMOKE, HIGH HEAT.

Beat the climate change, order now

Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport
Jason 0427 490 487

02 6777 2024 marchantbros@bigpond.com
www.marchantbros.com.au

WALCHA

BOWLING

& RECREATION CLUB

Mon — Wed 4.00pm - Close

Thursday 3 12.00pm - Close

Ladies bowls 9.30am for 10.00am start
Social bowls 1.00pm

Friday 4 2.00pm - Close

2.00pm Bingo
6.00pm Bistro
« Feta and orange prawn salad.
 Lamb shanks marinated in red wine.
« Curry chicken and rice.
* Normal menu available, takeaway and
delicious dessert.
6.00pm Tickets available for raffles —
meat and veg trays
6.00pm Free Bingo
7.00pm Raffles drawn & Members Draw

Saturday 5 11.00am - ciose

6:00pm Bistro
2-4pm TOSS THE BOSS

Sunday 6 11.00am - Close

12.00pm Bistro open

Children U/10 kids meal free with an
adult order

12.00pm Meat, fruit and veg raffles
12-2pm HAPPY HOUR

MEMBERS |
 DRAW

$300

YOU MUST BE A MEMBER FOR
2023/2024 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN

Coming Evente
Friday 18 August
Hawaiian Night

All you can eat smorgasbord,
cocktail night and music

TOM’'S COCKTAIL
‘SUNRISE'

Locial Bowle

Available during opening hours.
See staff regarding bowls
equipment.

YEARLY SUBS - NOW DUE

Social club - Catering for wakes

Do you live in Walcha Shire? If so you MUST be a member to enter the Club
Social Membership ..... $15 — Full Membership $105. PHONE 6777 2077

FOR ALL YOUR EARTHWORKS
TRANSPORT AND ELECTRICAL NEEDS

ALL ASPECTS OF RURAL, COMMERCIAL & CIVIL WORKS

e ete

HEservices ()

o Freight & Transport ¢ Machinery Float e Stick Raking

® Road construction and maintenance e Trenching
e General Earthworks e Drilling ® Mulching
e Dam maintenance and construction

oErosion Control eSite Preparation e Electrical Works

lan Notley 04188 29188 ® Mark Notley 0422 637 686
www.eteservices.com.au

Wayne Hoy: 0427 281 060
Matthew Hoy: 0427 322 640
Aaron Bullen: 0409 776 340

SPRAYING

4 3
0(/ 4
» O
ELax e We©

SPRAYING EXCAVATING
SOWING EARTHMOVING

GPS & Ao Steer Equipped

« Komatsu PC300 Excavator - 4x4 Trucks & Boomsprays

Full auto Rate Control

« Cat 324 Excavator
. Cat D6N Dozer GPS & Autosteer
«2000ltr Quikspray Trailers  * 4x4Tractors GPS Equipped
., 20 & 24 disc Williams Seeders
« Casotti’s

« 4x4Tip Truck » Fencing & Rural Contracting




