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The Queensland winter racing carnival was finalised 
on Saturday with the running of the Group 3 Winx 
Guineas. Walcha bred horse, Knight’s Choice has 
caused much excitement in the racing industry with 
a very convincing win in the big race.
Bred by Norm and Di Bazeley at Elswick Park, the 
three year old was sold at the Magic Millions as a 
yearling, with this preparation being his first, and 
what a carnival the gelding has had!
From his seven starts he has won his last four 
races.  “Only eight weeks ago he placed fourth in a 
maiden at Kilcoy, followed by a second at Ipswich, 
and then four wins in a row,” Norm explained.
Norm and Di bred Knight’s Choice from their 
mare Midnight Pearl, with the sire being the highly 
renowned Extreme Choice.  “This win means we 
have now bred a Group winning horse in both 
Australia and Singapore,” Norm said.
Knight’s Choice is trained by John Symons and 

Sheila Laxon, with this win being on his home track 
at the Sunshine Coast. Symons revealed post-
race that owners had knocked back offers of up to 
$1 million for the three-year-old Extreme Choice 
gelding, but those offers have swollen substantially 
following this win.
Sheila Laxon made history when she won the 
Caulfield – Melbourne Cup double with Ethereal 
back in 2001. She has been very impressed with 
Knight’s Choice. “He is a seriously nice horse. To 
do what he did today was awesome, he just won 
so easily. This horse could be anything,” she said.
Knight’s Choice is now headed for a well-deserved 
spell whilst his trainers think about where to go next 
with him. “We might look at the Melbourne spring or 
there’s the Magic Millions in January.”
Meanwhile back at Elswick Park, Norm has been 
buoyed by the win and is looking at his options for 
sending Midnight Pearl back to stud.  

Walcha bred horse wins 
Winx Guineas

      6 Aberbaldie Rd Walcha 
www.wvs.com.au

6777 2588 *Conditions apply, see in store for details 

Buy 2 x 20L drums
 RECEIVE $200 GIFT CARD

or 
Buy 10 x 20L drums 

 RECEIVE A BRANDED FIRE PIT 

Elders Upcoming 
BULL SALES!

•	 Knowla Open Day – 
14th July

•	 Tummel Hereford Bull 
sale – 25th July

•	 Knowla Angus Bull 
Sale – 28th July

•	 Yalgoo and Ivybank 
Bull Sale – 14th August

FOR DETAILS CONTACT:
James Sharpe: 0409 272 490
Allan Laurie: 0455 821 394
Thomas Henry: 0409 659 877
The Office: (02) 6774 2600

We hope to see you there!

Photo: Grant Peters
Trackside Photography
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OK EARTHMOVING
PH 6777 7430  FAX 6777 7448

• Earthworks • Road Construction • Erosion Work • 
• Stick Raking • Dam building •

PETER O’KEEFE: 0429 944 821 JASON HOY: 0437 277 197

By SIMON NEWTON

The rainfall thus far has been perfect as the latest front passes through 
our district and stretches as far north as western Queensland. The 
predicted 10 – 20mm is a fair way short of the original 50 – 75mm 
predicted, but any rain now is good rain, especially on top of our 
June totals.  Numerous areas across central and Northern parts of 
Queensland have received impressive winter rainfall, with falls of 50 
– 70mm recorded between Emerald and Barcaldine. Parts of western 
NSW have already received decent winter rain and this front could be 
the icing on the cake to start growing some decent winter herbages for 
livestock and get those crops out of the ground and firing.  
New reports are out that the average age of farmers has now risen to 
63, which to me comes in line with our entire ageing workforce and 
the rising age of the baby boomers. I think the main issue for younger 
farmers today is sourcing sufficient finance to be able to acquire land. 
Land values have continued to rise and to acquire more property you 
need more assets and equity, which generally come later in life to 
acquire these multi-million dollar farming businesses. The new data 
is also suggesting that the two generational family farms are making a 
comeback with growth through technology, more business opportunities 
and the fact that rising land values have helped farming families 
purchase the neighbours to increase the size for the next generation. 
Increasing debt is something a lot of farming families have dealt with 
their entire lives, but the increasing cost of living, rising interest rates 
and volatile commodity markets are now added pressures on already 
highly geared operations. 
When they state that land values increase in value by 6% every year 
well you could say that might be an understatement. The high rainfall 
zone throughout Australia has risen from $1600/ha in 2010 to $4689/ha 
in 2022 on average. That figure would be closer to 20% a year rise in 
values but this has only been seen throughout the high rainfall zones. 
The rest of rural Australia, being the wheat sheep and pastoral zones, 
have seen their values double over the last ten years.    
Telstra has signed a deal with Elon Musk’s Starlink to help boost 
connectivity for rural Australia which will put huge pressure on other 
telco providers such as NBN’S Skymuster. Telstra is reportedly the first 
telco in the world to offer bundles using Starlink and I hope Telstra do 
not stuff this one up. Starlink satellites use a low orbit of around 550km 
from earth, hence why you can see the satellite trains in the night sky. 
There is in excess of 4,000 Elon Musk satellites flying around the 
world which gives you faster download. NBN Skymuster uses a very 
high earth orbit, 36,000km which means it only needs two satellites 
to achieve a wider coverage, but its download speed is ridiculously 
slow, and this is why your voice calls and videos calls have connection 
issues.   
1,476 head of cattle were yarded in Tamworth on Monday with extra 
re-stocker competition noticed throughout the lighter steers and 
heifers. Weaner steers sold from 288 – 370c/kg, while the heifer 
portion made from 200 – 286c/kg. Yearling feeder heifers and steers 
sold to a cheaper trend with steers topping at 326c/kg and heifers to 
276c/kg. Heavy steers to process made to 277c/kg, while heavy kill 
cows sold from 185 – 214ckg, down 9c/kg on last week. The cattle 
market in Victoria on Monday was significantly dearer in comparison, 
with Angus cows topping at 265c/kg, 390kg Angus Limo steers made 
426c/kg, while their sisters to feed made 426c/kg. Heavy heifers to 
process made 342c/kg, which could be a sign of things to come for us, 
especially when they can get through the backlog of Queensland cattle 
to process. Tamworth yarded 1900 lambs and 300 sheep with reduce 
buyer activity as Fletchers are currently on a two week shut down for 
maintenance. Lambs 18 – 22kg carcass weight sold from $92 – 122 
for better condition lambs, while the 22 – 26kg made from $121 – 138. 
Heavy lambs in excess of 26kg carcass weight topped at $151, while 
heavy mutton topped at $106.

 
 
 
 

Our brand new CONE CRUSHER has
arrived....which means that we now 

have 20mm roadbase ready to deliver!
 

20mm roadbase is perfect for your 
driveway, stock yards, airstrip...etc

 
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL!

 

We have a variety of products that will suit your every
need: big rocks, small rocks, rocks of any size!
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Stock and Property Watch 
www.nutrienharcourts.com.au

There were no mishaps this time as Neil and Steph Hunt drove into 
Walcha, unlike most other times they had visited the town over the 
years. However, this time they were coming to stay, moving into the 
Anglican Vicarage last Monday as the new Minister at St Andrew’s 
Anglican Church.
Both Neil and Steph recalled breaking down with their young children 
in the car near Nowendoc in the early 2000’s, with a lovely lady 
bringing them to town and helping immensely in getting them back 
on the road. Steph even remembered having a broken windscreen 
on one visit to see her uncle Paul Beringer who was the Presbyterian 
Minister in Walcha when she was young.
Despite these memories, they are both thrilled to be moving to 
Walcha and are looking forward to settling into the community.  “We 
lived in Armidale for 21 years, so it will be lovely to be back in the 
New England,” Neil commented.
Prior to this appointment, Neil and Steph were at the Wee Waa 
Anglican Church for 21/2 years and prior to that in Narrabri for two 
years.  
Neil will commence at the Church next week on Monday 10 July, with 
his induction being held on Friday 21 July at 6.00pm. “We would like 
to invite the community along to celebrate Neil and Steph’s arrival, 
and welcome them to Walcha,” Brian Wellings said.
Neil grew up in Tamworth, with his parents still living there. “I 
remember coming to Walcha as a young boy to play soccer out at 
John Oxley sportsground,” Neil recalled.  
Steph is a trained nurse and will be doing some work in Armidale 
which is close to two of their children who live there.  Neil and Steph’s 

other daughter is in Newcastle and their son lives in Narrabri, so 
Walcha will be quite central for them.
Steph is looking forward to being able to see her grandchildren in 
Armidale more regularly. “I am really happy to be here in Walcha 
and looking forward to welcoming people into our home, as well as 
assisting Neil,” she said.
“We’re here with the same message of hope that’s been spoken and 
lived out in this church for generations. There’s a God who loves the 
world He made. And He came to earth as the man Jesus to offer 
forgiveness and reconciliation to us rebels,” Neil said.

Walcha welcomes new faces at 
St Andrew’s Church

One bedroom unit overlooking Blair’s 
Gully situated in a unit complex
•	Unit is ready to go
•	Tidy kitchen with electric stove
•	Bathroom/laundry with shower/basin and toilet
•	Open plan dining and lounge
•	Bedroom with built-ins $157,000

Investor or Retiree

Enquiries to Peta Carter: 0407 350 781
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Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077 
Brian Smith 0427 780 216

45ft flat top ● 45ft single deck cattle float ●26mtr B Double
19mtr mini B Double ● Low Loader available for hire

Call us for  

your large  

Transport  
needs

Old Stone Church progress
Although progress has been slow it is good 
to bring the community up-to-date with the 
restoration work so far completed on the 
Old Stone Church, especially as people 
have been so generous.
All the outside stonework has been 
restored, carpentry completed and painting 
around the windows is progressing.
Thanks goes to our Heritage Architect 
Tony Deakin OAM who is overseeing this 
work on behalf of the Anglican Diocese 
Trustees.
Nerida Hoy

•	 1.7 ton Excavator 
•	 1.8 ton Bobcat
•	 Kanga
•	 Car Trailer
•	 Log Splitter
•	 7 KVA Generator
•	 Carpet Cleaner 
•	 Jackhammer

Winter is here 
Time to start collecting fire wood 

Give us a call to save your back with our 
1500 psi log splitter 

Andrew: 0427 549 748
Toni: 0421 972 354

Glad you asked, old mate
I got a voicemail the other day from a local bloke I’ve known for yonks, 
an amiable fella. Not that his call was all that amiable. Just over half a 
minute long, straight to the point and negative, it was about Walcha’s 
wind farm brouhaha. 
I won’t reveal his name because I don’t have that right. I’ll just call him 
Old Mate. But I’ll quote him verbatim because I’m sure there are people 
in Walcha who think the same way and who deserve to be recognised. 
I’ll then try to briefly explain why I’ve been annoying people like him with 
articles on this wind farm matter.
“Heff!” Old Mate hollered down the dog and bone. “It’s me.” He said his 
name and opened fire: “Why are you writing all this stuff in the paper? 
You wanna go backwards mate? Why are you against progress? You’re 
writing too much about this. The town’s gotta go forward. The town’s 
going backwards now, mate. There’s only 230 kids at the school. There 
used to be bloody 400. We need something in this town to get it kick-
started. You’re too negative. See ya.”
What to say? Well, first off: Sorry for getting on your nerves, Old Mate. 
Sorry I’ve seemed so negative, too. But I’m really sorry if you think I’ll 
go away . . . because I won’t. You see, I want to get the facts across 
to people like you, because you won’t get them any other way. You 
certainly won’t get them from those who want to smother us with 
countless turbines. They don’t want you within cooee of the the truth; 
you might ask difficult questions. Perish the thought!
I’m a fiction writer by trade, Old Mate, and I could easily fill your head 
with buckets of BS. But I doubt I could ever match these blowhards 
and the disaster they’ll bring. They’ll paint the glossiest pictures ever, 
spin the biggest yarns, fill your head with fairy floss promises, leaving 
you believing all will be a bed of roses, leaving them to scarper with the 
loot, leaving little Walcha with all the mess and mayhem: the endless 
decommissioning, the acres of transmission towers and crumbling 
toxic turbines; the horror years of road construction and large-scale 
transporting, the massive demands on resources like water and gravel, 
the social dislocation from itinerant work force invasion, the sleepless 
nights from wind farm noise, the lingering liabilities of legal litigation. 
I do a lot of research to get the truth and facts right. I do it because I 
don’t know any other way of dealing with this complex issue. And I do 
it because I’m inspired by a group of people – that I work with – Voice 
for Walcha - who work bloody hard (at least 10 to 15 hours combined 
per day) to harness the facts and expose those who will say anything to 
get boxes ticked and pockets lined. The V4W team get nothing for their 
efforts, but they remain a steadfast, forward-thinking, progressive group 
who want only the best for Walcha when it comes to our renewable 
energy future – a project that’s the right size, that’s in the right place, and 
that’s by a proven developer with real runs on the board.
That’s the type of project which could give Walcha the “kick-start” you 
say we need. It would certainly be heaps better than anything we’d get 
from the ridiculously monstrous cumulative projects proposed by those 
other self-serving mugs. The only kick we’ll ever get from them will be a 
great big kick in the guts. Your choice, Old Mate?
John Heffernan
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Lions Changeover dinner
Last week Walcha Lions Club held their 65th Changeover with great 
support from their own members plus Lions guests from Guyra and 
Armidale Dumaresq Clubs.
Members of Walcha Rotary, Walcha Quota Club, Walcha Support 
Group and Walcha Westpac Helicopter Support helped to make this 
an enjoyable evening. 
Walcha Support Group and Walcha Westpac Helicopter Support 
group were presented with a donation from Walcha Lions to help 
with their fundraising and to help stay afloat, as they are both very 
supportive of our local area and residents.  
This year Walcha Lions Club have also raised money to help other 
organisations such as cancer research, Save Sight, Melanoma 
Foundation, Hearing Dogs, McGrath Foundation and Ronald 
McDonald House just to name a few. 
“If it were not for the public who support us with our stalls, catering, 
Walcha Races and Walcha Show, we would find it hard to be able to 
support those who need our help,” Lion Lloyd Levingston said.

Peter Boyd agreed to a second 
term as President and there 
were very few changes to the 
Board elected for 2023 – 2024.  
In his President’s address, 
Peter thanked those who 
supported the Walcha Lions 
Club which means a great deal 
in keeping this club functional. 
He thanked Vic McIvor for last 
year’s birthday cake, Brian 
Smith for donating wood to the 
Lions so they could help out 
those in times of hardship, all the members for supporting him during 
the year and to the Lions Ladies for their help when needed. 
He went on to thank Ian Bird, Rachael Wellings and Walcha Council 
for their help to get the Lions Park upgrade completed and looking 
fabulous. 

NOWENDOC |  NSW

Livestock & Rural Property Agents www.dcco.com.au

Land Size – 1,030 ha | 2,546 ac 2 x

Tightly Held High Rainfall Country – Historic “Riamukka” held in the same family since 1852 
"Riamukka" is steeped in history but the standout feature; 
It’s on the way to become a powerhouse in ability to carry and finish 
cattle with the improvements of pastures and unlimited access to water. 

Water frontage to Nowendoc River, 3 creeks, 18 dams + 45 inch 
rainfall average. The property is well suited to a breeding block or 
fattening block. As a cow & calf property the vendor estimates 
running 700 cows and calves comfortably.

A great deal of further information is available by the way of 
an Information Memorandum which can be emailed by request 
by contacting the selling agent.

Address: 

Contact: 

Video: https://youtu.be/JbBYxvH3BHs

Auction held at the Darling Street Community Centre, Tamworth  Gently undulating grazing land regarded as some of the finest basalt 
country in the New England. Approx. 708Ha of established permanent 
pastures with approx. 88Ha ready to be sown down to new pastures.

AUCTION – 11am, 27th July 2023 

“Riamukka” 5304 Brackendale Road, 

NOWENDOC NSW 

Simon Burke 0427 634 341

Lloyd Levingston with Peter Boyd 
Inducting the new board  

President Peter Boyd with Carolyn 
Salter representing Walcha Support 

Group and Lion John Wark 
Lloyd Levingston presenting Years of Service badges

Peter Boyd with Olive Chander 
representing Walcha Westpac 
Rescue Helicopter Service and 

John Wark 



Saturday 22 July
Walcha-Uralla v Bingara 

Sponsors invited to a BBQ Lunch
12 noon at Peter Fenwicke Oval 
prior to the games
Ladies League Tag ......... 1.00pm 
Mens ............................... 2.00pm
CHARITY AUCTION - Held at Walcha 
Bowling Club.................... 5.30pm

Entertainment after the Auction

‘Charlie Fittler’
Charities this year are Rize Up Australia (An 
organisation supporting families impacted by 
Domestic Violence) and also a local charity the 
Walcha Hospital Auxiliary.  All proceeds (after 
jersey costs) will be donated.

Jersey Auction to commence at approx.5.30pm

Nicola Hoy, Captain

Walcha/Uralla Rugby League
 Sponsors Day

LADIES CHARITY 
AUCTION
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WCS Waste Warriors receive $13,500 boost
Reduce waste and increase the harvest is the catch-cry for Walcha 
Central School, thanks to a $13,500 State Government grant for 
new student-led sustainability initiatives, announced last week by 
Member for Northern Tablelands Adam Marshall. 
Mr Marshall said the funding, secured under the Sustainable Schools 
Grant program, would be used to purchase new waste sorting bins 
for classrooms, install an outdoor greenhouse and extra 10-cent 
collectable bins around the school’s playgrounds. 
“The Waste Warriors are a group of Years 3-6 students who 
conducted a waste audit around the school, guided by Thalgarrah’s 
Environmental Education Officer Matt McKenzie,” Mr Marshall said. 
“It was wonderful to hear about the student-led initiatives underway 
at Walcha Central to ensure less waste goes into landfill and more 
diverted to be recycled or used in the school’s gardens. 
“The project Reduced Waste, Increased Harvest involves many 
hands-on activities to improve sustainability within the school and is 
aligned with the curriculum.
“I’m excited to see the students learn about waste diversion and 
recycling by literally getting their hands dirty and encouraging their 
peers to do the same.”
Walcha Central School teacher Jennifer Grayling said the program 
was an opportunity for students to learn the importance of 
sustainability practises and how small changes could have a big 
impact.
“This project is giving our students knowledge and skills they can 
implement at home including the importance of sorting their waste 
to reduce landfill and the ability to grow their own food,” Ms Grayling 
said.
“It will expand existing infrastructure and establish a permanent self-
sustaining garden that generates seasonal produce all year round in 

an alpine climate.”
Ms Grayling said Reduced Waste, Increased Harvest was aligned 
with the K-10 curriculum and the fresh produce would be used in the 
school canteen and food technology classes. 
Money raised from the 10-cent collectables was used to fund the 
school’s breakfast club program and would go towards funding the 
2023 Hands on Learning program in the high school. 

Walcha Central School teacher Jennifer Grayling, left, Principal Amanda 
Cooper and Northern Tablelands MP Adam Marshall celebrating the 
announcement of a $13,500 State Government grant for a new student-led 
sustainability program ‘Reduced Waste, Increased Harvest.’

Walcha Council
Latest News

OPERATION PLAN AND BUDGET
During the June Council meeting on Wednesday 28 June, Council 
adopted the 2023/24 Operation Plan and Budget. This includes 
the 36.5% Special Rate Variation (SRV) which IPART approved for 
Walcha Council in full. Council would like to thank residents for their 
understanding and support during this process – we are committed 
to remaining a sustainable Council into the future while continuing to 
deliver the services that make Walcha such a great place to live. 
Council continues to push hard to maximise the grant funding 
opportunities available to us – with a significant $28M capital works 
program planned for 2023/24. This includes almost $1M to seal 
Aerodrome Road and undertake improvements to the airstrip, almost 
$5M in bridge renewal work, $1.2M in gravel resheeting, $3.5M to 
complete the Off-Creek Storage Project, $3.5M in new pathways and 
$6.5M to renew Derby Street. Council are also investing in some much 
needed plant replacement, with a new grader, roller, loader and trailers 
on the books for this year. Last month, Council took delivery of our Jet 
Patcher – a critical machine that will enable us to undertake our own 
spray sealing works rather than Council engaging contractors every 
time. This will assist with preventative maintenance of sealed roads, 
and Council are also looking to use the machine for private works in 
the future – both of which assist our budget bottom line.

WASTE STRATEGY
Council also endorsed the Draft Waste Strategy in our June meeting 
with it now on public exhibition from Thursday 29 June to Friday 28 
July 2023. 

Continued Page 7
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Continued from Page 6
The purpose of the strategy is to provide a clear and consistent approach to waste 
management in the Walcha Local Government Area to ensure fair, equitable, sustainable, 
and cost neutral waste management services and strategies. Council invites you to 
comment and express your views on this document. Opening hours are always a hot 
topic when talking about the Waste Depot so this is your chance to make a comment or 
suggestion in this regard. 
Please address all submissions to the General Manager via email - council@walcha.
nsw.gov.au OR post:  PO Box 2, Walcha  2354

OFF-CREEK STORAGE
Council have completed Package 1 of the Off-Creek Storage project, being construction 
of the new dam embankment and spillway. The new dam is starting the ‘first-fill’ process, 
while works will now continue on the pump station and river offtake works. So far, the 
project overall is tracking under our $11M grant funded budget, with $9M from NSW and 

6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.au
REAL ESTATE  
& LIVESTOCK 6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.auFOR LATEST 

UPDATES

$450,000

Great

NO CLOSE NEIGHBOURS  
VIEWS OVER TOWN

This home is situated on 
a double block in a very 
favoured area of Walcha

•	Two bedrooms
•	Large lounge room with  

reverse cycle air conditioning
•	Spacious kitchen with 

dishwasher
•	Lovely sunroom
•	Bathroom with shower,  

tub and toilet
•	Second shower off laundry  

with second toilet

ROOM TO MOVE

LARGE BLOCK 
1617m2

location

SAM PAYNE 0428 667 404  | ANDREW BLOMFIELD 0428 667 402
RON VINCENT 0427 775 821 |  TROY DAVEY 0427 157 557

$2M from the federal government, though overall 
progress is lagging a little behind schedule. 
However, dams are complicated projects to deliver 
from a regulatory perspective, so the project team 
have done an exceptional job in keeping this one 
on track – with opportunity to deliver additional 
water infrastructure improvements with the 
‘savings’. Over $2M has been spent directly in the 
local economy as well which is a fantastic result.

DERBY STREET UPGRADE
One of the most exciting projects to be undertaken 
this financial year will be significant rehabilitation 
and upgrade of Derby Street, both north and south 
of the Oxley Hwy, with a combined $6.5M of grant 
funding from the NSW and federal governments 
assigned to the project.
Collins Williams are the design team engaged 
by Council who are already on the job, reviewing 
previous works to date and undertaking 
comprehensive survey and geotechnical 
assessment to inform the new, revised design 
which will include storm water improvements, 
water main replacement, new kerb and gutter, 
additional marked car spaces and an asphalt 
surface. Concepts for Derby Street will be 
available for review in coming weeks and Council 
are keen to get as much community feedback 
as possible to make sure we get this right – 
particularly as all works need to be completed by 
June 2024. Stay tuned.

Phillip Hood – Interim General Manager, 
Walcha Council.
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CHARMING AND SPACIOUS 
FAMILY RESIDENCE

Peaceful surrounds
Abundance of natural light and high ceiling 
Open plan kitchen, dining and living area

•	 Three generously sized bedrooms with built-ins

•	 Master bedroom featuring an oversized ensuite

•	 East-facing enclosed deck just off the living room

•	 Huge 14m x 7m shed providing ample space for 
workshop or caravan parking

•	 Large 1568 square meter block with low 
maintenance gardens 

•	 6.6kW solar system, fully-equipped bore, 5000L 
rainwater tank, 6x 3 meter ‘sproutwell’ greenhouse 

•	 Double carport and 20-foot shipping container on a 
concrete pad for secure storage

•	 Well established veggie gardens and chook pen

OPEN FOR INSPECTION 
This Saturday 8th July 11.20-11.40am — 216w Hill Street

Everyone welcome
CONTACT: Hayley Bird 0439 833 379

$600,000 - $660,000

The Tamworth Regional Livestock Exchange 
facility opened in 2013 in Westdale.  To celebrate 
10 years of operation the Centre awarded some 
of their most valuable workers who help keep the 
operation running smoothly.
Walcha local, Denise Cox received an 
Appreciation Award.  Denise has worked at the 
Tamworth saleyards for an astounding 43 years, 
the last 10 years at the TRLX.  She works as a 
penciller for some of the selling agents during the 
weekly fat sales.  After the sales Denise delivers 
sheep for the meat buyers to the major meat 
works.  Denise was thrilled to be reognised for the 
work she does, and was presented with a trophy.
Also recognised was Phillip (Frog) Hart who is 
an employee of Betts Transport.  Frog has been 
working at the saleyards for 18 years, firstly with 
Stockmaster and then with Betts Transport for 
the last nine years.  Frog lives in Tamworth, co-
ordinating and allocating the stock trucks at both 
the weekly fat sales and fortnightly store sales 
for Betts Transport and is a contact point for the 
Agents.  
In presenting the award, Agent Sam Payne said 
that Frog is such a friendly and easy to approach 
person.  “He is really happy to help people and 
tries to accommodate everyone involved,” Sam 
said.  
One of the very special things Frog has done 
at the TRLX is to get two special needs boys 

involved in the operations.  “Terry and 
James come to the sales with me and I 
give them jobs, which they really love as 
it gives them something to do,” Frog said.
“I also take them for a drive sometimes in 
the truck to do some short delivery runs.”
Frog was very appreciative of the award 
and pocket knife he received from TRLX.  
“It is nice to be appreicated for what you 
do.  I try to help out everyone and work in 
together with everyone at the yards,” he 
said.
TRLX draws livestock from as far south as 
Dubbo, deep into 
the Hunter Valley 
and as far North 
as Tenterfield and 
Goond iw ind i . I t 
has experienced 
great growth 
since the opening 
of the new facility 
10 years ago 
and has become 
one of NSW’s 
strongest store 
markets. 

TRLX celebrates 10 years of operation

Above: Pitt Sons Agent Sam Payne 
presents Frog Hart with an ‘On 
the Rail’ trophy for his continued 
commitment and support to TRLX

Left: Denise Cox with her trophy in 
Appreciation for her work at TRLX 

Photo: Judy Lisle
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RUGBY REPORT 
WALCHA v Narrabri 

By Eric the Spider
Walcha headed to Narrabri on Saturday for Round 11 of the Central 
North competition. With both teams fighting for a Top 4 position it was an 
important game for the Rams. 
Narrabri began strongly regaining their own kick-off and immediately 
putting pressure on the Walcha defence. Some strong tackling from the 
Rams held the Narrabri attack off for a number of phases, even holding 
them up over the line forcing a drop out. Unfortunately the sustained 
pressure became too much and Narrabri crossed early in the match for 
the first try. Walcha 0 Narrabri 5. This try woke the Rams up and they 
began to work their way into the game. Some strong carries from Sam 
‘Twinkle toes’ Colwell and Sione ‘big Ulu’ Kamoto gave Walcha some 
good field position. Some excellent handling from the Rams unleashed 
the Walcha attack which saw Wally “the slippery Somerton sheep 
Breeder” score an acrobatic try in the corner. Walcha 5, Narrabri 8. The 
remainder of the first half saw both teams battling for field position and 
possession. Some big defence from Harry ‘Kingswood’ King and Henry 
‘big country’ Leslie made it difficult for the Narrabri attack, repeatedly 
forcing them back. The halftime score remained unchanged. Walcha 5 
Narrabri 8. 
The second half began with Narrabri holding onto the ball for a long 
period, applying pressure to the Walcha defence. The Walcha Rams 
held strong, continuously repelling the Narrabri attack, both out wide 
and in close. Matty ‘lil Tis’ Tisdell was having a great game at fullback, 
marshaling the defence well and releasing pressure through his tactical 
kicking. Walcha managed to wrestle the momentum back off the Narrabri 
side putting together a number of phases and making their way up the 
field with some good hard running. Eventually the backs and forwards 
linked up out wide, running the ball through the hands and Benny “how 
do you spell his name?” Barber finished the try in the corner. Walcha 12, 
Narrabri 8. The next 15 minutes saw the Walcha Rams switch off the 
intensity and the Narrabri side managed to run in two quick tries to take 
back the lead leaving Walcha chasing the game late. Dom “skate park 
rat” Bower controlled the game well, kicking for territory and continuously 
asking questions of the Narrabri defence. Archie “sheep man” Lawrence 
had a tough game not giving up the entire time, throwing his body at 
every collision. Sam ‘muscle man’ Lomax had an excellent game in both 
attack and defence putting on some big hits and turning the ball over as 
well as making a number of metres with his strong carries. In the end 
Walcha could not recover from their lapse of concentration and Narrabri 
ended up winning a hard fought contest 20 – 15. 
3 – Sam Lomax, 2 – Wally Davidson, 1 – Ed Churchill. Players’ Player – 
Sam Lomax and Wally Davidson. 

The Rams have the bye this weekend and then host Scone at home 
the following weekend. 

Red: Davidson Cameron & Co, Karori Pastoral Co,  
Marchant Bros, Elders Rural Services, New England Polaris 

White: Peter McNeill, Agfix Mechanical P/L,  
Branga Plains Pastoral Co, SN Nivison, TA Fields Estates P/L,  

Nutrien Boulton’s, Nerstane Merino Stud, MTA Travel
Club: Merlanie Pastoral Co, Ben Nevis Angus, Emu Creek, Peter Norbury 
Motors, Pitt Sons, Regional Australia Bank, D&C Kermode, Glenell Beef 

Rams Donors: Jemalong Wool, Maryland White Suffolk, Old Woombi Poll 
Dorset, Productive Pasture Solutions, Ross & Debbie Keen, Cameron & Rachel 

Greig, Dales Downtown Meat, Tony Williams Machinery, AGCO, Walcha Law  

Major Sponsors

 

Achieve the best outcome for your investment and 
retirement goals. Contact our highly qualified and 
professional financial adviser today. 

Greig Meyer is a Certified Financial Planner and 
principal of PKF Wealth based in Tamworth and 
Walcha.  For more information or to make an 
appointment contact one of our friendly staff now.  

Tamworth 

22-24 Bourke Street  

Tamworth NSW 2340 

    
Greig Meyer is an Authorised Representative of PKF Wealth TMW Pty Ltd   
                        ABN 21 154 894 130       AFSL No. 515733 

Walcha 

12 Derby Street  

Walcha NSW 2354  

    

Walcha Rams player Dom Bower
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Sad to hear my ‘across the street’ neighbour Phillip ‘Blue’ Hoy left 
this world last week at the age of 78 years. A service will be held for 
Phillip at St Andrews Anglican Church from 12 noon this Friday, followed 
by a continuation of the celebration of his life at the Bowling Club. 
Sincere condolences to Blue’s brother Graham, his three sons Michael, 
Craig and Simon, their families along with his many friends. May Phillip 
Andrew Hoy Rest in Peace.

•••
Congratulations to Walcha Central School athlete Jack Bullen who 
has been selected in a Presidents Invitational Rugby League Team 
to play in the NSW CHS trials at Wollongong early in August. Jack is 
currently recovering from a small fracture to his right arm suffered at 
the recent NSW U/15s Rugby Union Championships while representing 
New England. That didn’t stop Jack competing in the discus event at the 
recent WCS athletics carnival where he finished third while competing 
left handed.

•••
At that same carnival Secondary School Sporting Coordinator 
Bonnie Brown showed her much younger opponents a clean pair of 
heels when she lined up in the Senior Girls 100 metre sprint. Way to go 
Bonnie – keep those youngsters on their toes. 

•••
They may not have made the podium for a medal but the North West 
Lawn Bowls team, which included Walcha Bowler Sari Andrews, went 
oh so close at the NSWCHS Championships at Dubbo last week. North 
West finished top of Pool B after defeating Riverina 26 – 11, Hunter 36 
– 7 and Sydney South West 23 – 15 on Day One.

•••
Heavy rain interrupted the final two days of the tournament which 
had to be moved from grass greens at Club Dubbo to the much faster 
synthetic green at the Sporties Club which didn’t help North West’s 
cause. They were defeated by South Coast 23 – 15 in their Semi Final 
and then went down to Riverina 14 – 7 in the rain shortened play off for 
third and fourth.

•••

Playing lead for the North West No 1 team, consisting of four players, 
Sari was judged to be one of the top bowlers in her position during 
the nine team competition. She was awarded a Bronze Certificate for 
making the North West team for three years running, which hopefully will 
become a fourth next year when Sari enters Year 12.

 •••
Due to the lack of space the dancing performance of Tony ‘Larry’ 
Asmus at the Oxley Bowls Club in Tamworth while cleaning up at the 
club’s raffle night had to be left out last week. Apparently ‘Backhanded’ 
Larry busted some moves on the dance floor, anywhere from Fred 
Astaire to Peter Garrett and there was video evidence to prove it. Which 
hopefully hasn’t been erased. 

•••
Following the recent visit to Walcha Central School to deliver her 
regular scripture message, my much better half Linda was thrilled to see 
how many kids were enjoying the school’s Sensory Garden and outdoor 
classroom equipment. Linda reckons the school P&C along with anyone 
else who was involved in the project deserve a big pat on the back for 
their efforts. Your wish is my command dear. 

•••
What a turn around in the space of six weeks by the North 
Queensland Cowboys who belted the West Tigers 74 – 0 at Queensland 
Country Bank Stadium last weekend. Back in May the boot was on the 
other foot when Tigers bashed the Cowboys 66 – 18 at Leichhart Oval. 
Tigers supporters shouldn’t feel too bad though back in 1935 St George 
defeated Canterbury 91 – 6. Well not too bad to a point anyway.

•••
Former Walcha Council employee, Pool Manager and fellow Manly 
Sea Eagles Supporter Deon Lawrence was farewelled by the Council 
Social Club at the ‘Newie’ last Friday Night, where a few beverages and 
snacks were enjoyed. ‘Longhandle’ won’t be out of work for long despite 
moving to North Haven, he commences with the Parks and Gardens 
staff at Wauchope this Friday.

•••

with AJ Cross with AJ Cross

The main topic on everyone’s lips is how cold it has been in Walcha 
these past few weeks. For some plants this is of great benefit. Bulbs 
enjoy the winter as it helps with their flower development. On the 
other end of the scale, we have plants that enjoy being dormant in 
winter. Any deciduous trees, shrubs and certain perennials will not 
grow or leaf up unless the soil is warm enough. As one of our former 
local gardeners used to say, “the garden is resting until the next 
major show begins in spring”. In the meantime, keep warm and enjoy 
reading those garden books you’ve been collecting!

As we have passed the shortest day of the year it is time to think 
about planting, moving, and pruning roses. Mid to late July is the 
best time for this. Choose a site that will have at least 6 – 8 hours 
of sunlight in the growing months. Roses that have leathery thick 
leaves are a good choice as they have better disease resistance.  
Hopefully you have prepared your site a few weeks ago to plant new 
rose bushes.  Incorporate plenty of compost or aged manures along 
with some blood and bone to the bottom of the hole. Cover with fresh 
soil and make a mound in the centre of the hole. Rehydrate your 
rose plants in water for 24 – 48 hours prior to planting. Trim the thick 
roots and leave the fine hair roots. Some plants may not need this. 
Place the roots of the plant downwards over the mound. The graft 
should be 2.5cm above ground level to prevent suckers growing. To 
make it easier, some people use a leveling stick. Partially backfill the 
hole and water in well. After a few minutes completely backfill and 
gently firm down the soil. Give the rose plant another water. Mulch 
plants well with either lucerne or sugar cane. Make sure the mulch is 

slightly away from the stem to prevent any fungal disease. Aftercare 
is to water new plants regularly at the base of the plant. Your new 
rose plant won’t require fertilising until it flowers. Moving rose bushes 
can be a daunting task. Here are a few things to remember. Firstly, 
prepare your new site as explained above. Water the area around 
the old rose well. This helps with an easy removal. Prune before 
you move. Remove all old and diseased canes that have a greyish 
look. Leave three of last season’s outward facing canes on the plant 
and prune back to 15 – 20cm in height. Complete your planting as 
described above. 

Pruning can also be daunting so let’s make it easy. Your pruning 
equipment should be cleaned and well maintained. Sharp secateurs, 
loppers and saws all help in making the job easy. It’s also best for 
your plants. Prune as above. Don’t be afraid to reduce the plant as 
this helps rejuvenate them. It won’t kill them! After you have finished 
pruning then spray with lime sulphur to help prevent fungal disease, 
pests such as scale and mites. Lastly, remove all old prunings to 
prevent spreading disease.

The Walcha Garden Club’s next meeting is this Friday 7 July, at the 
Walcha Bowling Club, commencing 9.30am. PLEASE NOTE THE 
CHANGE OF VENUE. New members are most welcome. Enquiries: 
D Lisle on 0429 799 083 or M Cawley 0428 876 769. 

Lament:
Gardening simply does not allow one to be mentally old, because 
too many hopes and dreams are yet to be realised. Allan Armitage.

Walcha Garden Club Clippings
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Wednesdays Golf
It was a hard decision to make to play golf last Wednesday, 
but we went ahead and hoped the heavens wouldn’t open 
up. We played Stableford, Town versus Country for Julie 
Olrich and Julie Hoad’s trophy. The winners on the day 
were Country 4 to Town 3.
The Country winner was Polly Locke with 40 points and the 
Town winner was Robyn Salt with 37 points. Sweepstakes 
went to Cark Street with 35, Vicki Heffernan 32, and Lorraine 
Walshe 31. NTP on 3 was Sue Partridge and Penny King 
took out the second shot on 18.
Today we are playing a 4BBB Ambrose for Polly Locke and 
Penny King’s trophy.

Bowls 
Draw for Saturday 1:00pm start
Triples Championships: D Bird, S & K Goodwin v I Bird, J 
and T Asmus. S Bath, K Creighton and G Natty v N Dunn, G 
Marshall and N Dunn. E O’Keefe, N & B Goodwin v G Bird, 
G Carter and R Kerr. 

At the Nineteenth 
A Three Person Ambrose event was played for trophies 
donated by Cross Bros Butchery plus one old Cross 
(Simeon) last Sunday where Team Stackman, Michael, 
Timmy and his son Isaac carded a 55 2/3 nett to win the 
competition.
Runners-up were Drew Bird, Jamie Bowden and 
Kyle Goodwin with a 59 2/5 nett, while the remaining 
sweepstake prizes went to Margaret Davidson, Jenny Lisle 
and John McCormack 60 2/3, and Julie Hoad, Cheryl and 
Doug McDonald 62 1/2. Sharpest Shooters at the pins were 
Jamie Bowden (3), Tim Stackman (7), Andrew Robertson 
(9), Owen Presnell (16) and Michael Stackman (18).
No Nine-hole competition last Saturday, but the previous 
weekend John McCormack accumulated 17 Stableford 
points to take out the event just ahead of Jenny Lisle who 
counted out Margaret Higgins after both players racked up 
16 points.
This Sunday a Stroke Medal round is scheduled where 
Doug McDonald is in charge of supplying the prize. 

Rugby League
The Walcha/Uralla Rugby League club travelled to 
Armidale to take on Narwan in their Group 19 fixtures and 
came away with two solid victories.
Tigeroos fullback Shuaib Rhodes-Swain opened the 
scoring when he raced 60 metres down the sideline 
before touching down under the posts and then landing 
the conversion.
The home side responded with a couple of tries one of 
which was converted to give Narwan a 10 – 6 advantage 
after 24 minutes.
In the space of ten minutes leading into half time Tigeroos 
five eighth Jack Doran and Rhodes-Swain scored tries, 
which winger Harley Carlon converted. Just as the half 
time hooter was about to sound Carlon raised the flags 
with a successful penalty attempt from 38 metres out.
Midway through the second session the Tigeroos had 
increased their 20 – 10 half time lead to 38 – 10 through 
two tries to centre Zac Walters and one to Carlon, who 
landed all three conversions. 
Late in the match Narwan crossed for a couple of 
consolation tries to finalise the scoring at 38 – 20.
Coach Scotty Swain was very happy with the team’s 
win, he felt all players had a good dig, especially halves 
Keirin Stiff and Jack Doran who he singled out for special 
mention. 
Best and Fairest Points: Group – 3 Keirin Stiff, 2 Zac 
Walters. Club – 3 Jamie Robertson and Players’ Player, 2 
Harley Carlon and 1 Kaleb Doran.

Jillaroos 
Spectators had barely taken their seats when speedster 
Shae Partridge cruised over to touchdown from 45 metres 
out, before Joscisca Matapakia raised the flags giving the 
Jillaroos an early 6 – 0 lead. 
Just four minutes had elapsed on the clock when Bella 
Swift produced a good run down the sideline to score a try 
giving her team a handy 10 – 0 advantage. Four minutes 
remained in the first half when the hosts responded with a 
converted try to reduce the difference to four points while 
oranges were taken.
It was 19 minutes into the second half before the scorers 
were bothered when Finlai Bird touched down in the 
Bunnings corner to put the Jillaroos in front 14 – 6.
Just as the timekeeper was about to sound the fulltime 
hooter, Narwan registered a converted try to finalise the 
scoring at 14 –12. Best and Fairest Points: Group – 3 Jojo 

Matapakia, 1 Finlai Bird, Club 3 Shae Partridge, 2 Jorjie 
Ledingham. Players’ Player Finlai Bird. 
With three rounds remaining Tingha are undefeated at the 
top of the Ladies League Tag competition ladder followed 
by Warialda 16, Guyra and Inverell 13, Jillaroos 12, Bingara 
and Glen Innes 11, Narwan 10, Moree 2 and Armidale 0.
All teams in Group 19 have this weekend off before 
resuming the following weekend where the Jillaroos and 
Tigeroos travel to Mead Park in Glen Innes on Sunday 16 
July.  

Darts 
Last Thursday night started off our new format for Walcha 
Darts at the Apsley Hotel.
We played a night of 2 Life Singles and the results were, 
Champion Charlie Brown, 2nd Tim Baumer and coming in 
3rd Glenn Olrich.
High scores for the night were Charlie Brown 100, 140, 140, 
100 and 55 peg out, Tim Baumer 4 x 100, Rob Stuart 100, 
Karl Anderson 100, 105, 130, 140 and 140, Vince Costigan 
117, 115 and 71 peg out, Glenn Olrich 6 x 100, 120 and 102 
and Neil Dark 115 and 133.  
A big thank you to Ganesh at the Apsley Hotel for hosting 
the first night and helping out with sponsorship for the night.
This week we play at the Bowling Club. Names in by 
7.00pm, $5.00 entry and everyone is welcome.

	To Julie Blake and the staff at Riverview for the great  
job they do. 

	From a visitor to the Information Centre – “Compliments 
to the Council and staff on the wonderful clean and well 
maintained public toilets in McHattan Park”.

 	To Energy Co for the inadequate maps not indicating  
exactly how far the transmission towers are from our 
wonderful town.  

Contributions will be received in person, by phone or email 
and must be accompanied by your name and contact 
details. They will be printed at the discretion of the editor.

Financial ServicesFinancial Services 
•	Rural and Commercial 

Finance
•	Leasing
•	Home Loans
•	Insurance Premium Funding

Kel Penfold 
6766 5309 0427 667 118

DEADLINES
4.30pm Monday for 

editorial, advertising and sport 
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For over 30 years Dr Ronald Mackinnon served the 
Walcha community, whether it be day, night, weekday 
or weekend.
It was with sadness we learned of his passing on 
Sunday 11 June. ‘Ronnie’ as he was affectionately 
known by his family and friends, strictly requested that 
he wasn’t to have a funeral, so his family farewelled 
him over the weekend at a very small Celebration of 
Life. Rev. Roger Chilton described Ronnie as a very, 
very dedicated doctor, and a consumate professional 
who knew his General Practice very well.
Dr Mackinnon’s son David described his father as 
“quite a character”. Many locals would remember 
seeing Dr Mac chugging up the old hospital hill in his 
Volkswagen Beetle dressed impeccably – with tie, 
coat and polished shoes. It was always such a relief to 
both the nurses and patients to see him walk through 
those sliding glass doors.
Dr Mackinnon’s son David said he loved serving 
people and being in a profession he loved. “He wants 
to be remembered as the guy who was always on the 
patients’ side” David said.
Following are memories and words from his daughter 
Rachael and dear friend Kerry.

Exerpts from Rachael’s eulogy
He made his departure very easy for us, and we knew 
how much he was looking forward to meeting Jesus 
and being reunited with our mother Ruthie.
He was very adamant that he didn’t want a funeral, 
opposed to ‘Gilding the Lilly’, with eulogies brimming 
the quirky humorous details of the recently departed 
soul. Instead he said “ I Ron Mackinnon, have elected 
not to have a funeral, during which attempts are made 
to use humour and call out the idiosyncrasies of the 
person, but rather give a tribute to all the people who 
have enriched my life”. He dictated and I scribed.

He did consent to David and I hosting a Celebration 
of Life, providing we drank the good wine he’d left in 
his pantry.
He wanted to thank Roger Chilton for all his teachings 
and his ministering to the patients during his time in 
Walcha. He also thanks Kerry Goulston and family 
for his incredible 70+ years of friendship. I have 
looked upon both Dad and Kerry and consider with 
great fondness how the two always reminded me 
of The Muppet characters Statler and Waldorf, 
especially when they were both attending an event 
in their tuxedo’s. Cantankerous opinions, a shared 
penchant for heckling, both finding themselves 
Continued page 6 >

Walcha 
Rugby 
Union

Walcha v  
Gunnedah

Saturday 24 June

Due to popular 
demand the

Merchandise SALE 
will return

Rugby Jerseys, Caps, 
Umbrella, Jackets, 

Stubby Holder

And heaps more......
      6 Aberbaldie Rd Walcha. Ph 6777 2588.  www.wvs.com.au 

Buy $5000 (inc gst) or more of Waratah 
Longlife Blue Fencing Wire and  

Receive $125 Waratah  
Visa Gift Card per $5000 spent. 

Offer ends 30 June 

*Terms and conditions apply, see instore for details 

Remembering the best 
dressed Doctor in town

––  A tribute to Dr Ronald Mackinnon –– 

28 June 2023
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Two Walcha boys competed in the NSW Schools 

Rugby Union Championships (U16) over the 

weekend and were successful in winning the 

Championships.

Ollie Greig who attends Shore School and Darcy 

Macpherson from St Ignatius College (Riverview) 

were both selected to play in the GPS squad 

at the Championships. The Year 10 students 

had two training sessions last week before the 

Championships which were held at St Gregory’s 

College in Campbelltown on Saturday and Sunday.

GPS selected two teams to compete against 

representative Schoolboy squads from all over 

NSW.  Both Ollie and Darcy were selected in the 

President A XV, Ollie at half back and Darcy at 

loose head prop.

The boys were undefeated at the Championships, 

winning 31 – 0 against Independent Sporting 

Association (ISA) Gold, with Ollie scoring a try.  

GPS then took on Association of Independent Co-

Educational Schools (AICES) in the preliminary 

finals winning 36 – 7. From here they progressed 

through to the Shield Final on Sunday, where they 

defeated ISA Black 49 – 19 to win the Martin Pitt 

Memorial Shield.  

After spending many years playing together as Ram 

Lambs, the boys thoroughly enjoyed getting back on 

the paddock together, playing the game they love.

16 years Schoolboy ChampionsGPS President A squad.  Ollie Greig (front) 2nd right, Darcy Macpherson (back) 3rd right

      6 Aberbaldie Rd Walcha 

www.wvs.com.au

6777 2588

*Terms and conditions apply, see instore for details 

 Purchase 4 or more

 N-SURE GATES
before 30th June 2023

 & receive $10 back per 

N-Sure gate purchased! 

Or $100 cashback for 10 gates

Fitzroy Street • 6777 2002

Today

50%OFF



Funeral Notice
HOY: Phillip Andrew  

09/11 /1944 – 28/06/2023 
Of Apsley Street, Walcha.  

Dearly loved husband of Marilyn.  
Loving father and father-in-law of Michael & 

Sally-Ann, Craig & Erner and  
Simon & Christine.  

Adored grandfather and great-grandfather  
of their families.  

Much loved brother of Graham and  
Lance Hoy (dec’d) 

Aged 78 years  
Funeral Service to be held at St Andrews 
Anglican Church, Walcha, Friday, 7th July 

2023 commencing at 12:00pm
Piddington’s AFDA 6772 2288

In Memoriam
In loving memory of 

Gordon Wilfred Hawkins
30.6.44 - 3.7.20

Three years has passed when we said 
goodbye to you. Always remembering and 
loving you. Wife Fay, daughter Leonie, son 

Trevor and families. 

Public Notices
DR GENEVIEVE FREER

Phone 6777 2068  0429 668 583

Church Service at Woolbrook Church, 
2.00pm, this Sunday. For info Graham 
Barnes 6777 2539.

DO YOU NEED SOME PAINTING DONE?
Dean Bofinger is currently back in Walcha 
doing more painting for me and is happy to 
stay longer should anyone need some work 
done. I highly recommend him. He is reliable, 
thorough and a top quality craftsman. Anyone 
interested call Dean on 0437 406 753 or me 
Noelene Brady on 0429 772 119.

For Sale
Firewood – Top of the range dry wood in 
log form. Delivered to town. Phone John  on 
0427 500 110. 

DJ’S Firewood – Best wood in the district. 
Bulk only – minimum 6m3, maximum 10m3. 
Deliver Walcha Saturday OR pick-up from 
Niangala Saturday 1.00 – 4.00pm. Phone 
0427 335 631 or 6769 2395.

Layer pullets. All breeds. 20 wks. Delivered 
Friday 21/7/23. Phone Jim 0428 194 105.

Give Away
Male Kelpie – does yardwork. 2yo, must go 
to good home. Phone Ching 6777 2896. 

Expressions of Interest
Walcha Council

Expression of Interest 
for Photographer

Walcha Council wishes to invite applications 
from local photographers to submit an 
expression of interest to take photos for the 
Walcha Preschool in 2023. The successful 
photographer must hold a valid Working with 
Children Check. Photographs are required to 
be taken during Term 3 and delivered to the 
Preschool before the end of October. 
As children attend preschool on different 
days, photography sessions will need to be 
arranged to ensure all children are able to 
be photographed. This means attending the 
preschool each day for one week.  
An ability to take creative portraits of children 
aged 3 to 5 years old is a must. Photos that are 
required to be taken and printed are:
•	Individual and sibling photos -  3 images per 

child for approximately 79 children (print size 
5 x 7”)

•	Class Group photos (two classes) – 10 
images (print size 8 x 10”)

•	Group and individual staff photos – 1 image 
(print size 8 x 10”)

•	Special orders (reprints) from families 
are a possibility, and would generally 
require delivery before the end of school in 
December.

Please include in your Expression of Interest:
•	a cover letter outlining your previous 

experience
•	Working with Children Check (volunteer 

check acceptable)
• examples of previous work and references if 

possible
• hourly rate for photography sessions
• cost per print and reprints of various sizes
• Please indicate if you are able to offer a 

digital copy of photos as an option, and the 
cost of this.

Please ensure your time costs for editing and 
printing photos are included in the cost per 
print. 
Expressions of Interest can be emailed to 
council@walcha.nsw.gov.au before Friday 
21st July 2023. For further information, please 
contact Karen Kermode on 0497 772 157.
Phillip Hood, Interim General Manager Walcha Council, PO 
Box 2, Walcha NSW

Meetings
AGM for Westpac Rescue Helicopter 
Service Walcha Volunteer Support Group to 
be held 18th July 2023 at Council Chambers, 
Hamilton Street, Walcha at 5:30pm. All 
welcome. Olive Chandler. 

Public Notice
Introduction to Art Course
Six (6) week course. Sundays 1.00 to 
4.00pm starting 6 August at Community 
Care Rooms 11s Middle Street. All materials 
supplied, $500 per attendee. *Limited 
places available so book your spot ASAP. 
Please contact Sue for further information: 
0400 425 185 or email sue.18@hotmail.com
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ANGLICAN  
9.30am Holy Communion and Family 
Service. 2.00pm Nowendoc. 
All welcome. Phone 6777 2543 or email: 
walchaanglican@gmail.com

PRESBYTERIAN  
Walcha Sunday 9.30am.
Woolbrook Sunday 2pm  
All welcome. Phone 6777 2539.

CATHOLIC Sunday 10:00am Mass.

 

Phone 6777 1111 
wtc@walchatelecottage.com.au

Design, print 
and secretarial 
services
Need a Sale Catalogue? 
Contact us today.

•	Business Cards
•	Stationery
•	Invoice/receipt books
•	Labels
•	Brochures 
•	Resumes
•	Cards
•	Stamps
•	Photocopying 
•	Laminating
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Scott Kermode
0427 100 889

services TTREETOPREETOP  

Tree lopping
Tree removal
Truck & chipper
Bobcat
Post hole digger
Trencher 
Woolshed cleaning
Stockyard cleaning 

treetopservices@bigpond.com

STORAGE  CENTRE   
WALCHA

20’ Containers available for rent $35 pw + GST
Secure Undercover parking for cars,  

vans etc $15  pw +GST

ANGUS 0427 787 332

A G W 
RURAL CONTRACTING

GPS Equipped boom spraying
Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748

Andrew: 0427 549 748
Toni: 0421 972 354

CHIROPRACTOR
K Samantha Goor

B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq) 
Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am 

6777 1340

SELF STORAGE 
NORTH STREET – WALCHA
Various sized sheds

security fenced
67773899 0428 653 307

DISCLAIMER LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are submitted on the condition that The Walcha 
Telecottage as the publisher of The Apsley Advocate may edit and has the right to, and license third 
parties to reproduce in electronic form and communicate these letters. They are published at the 
discretion of the Editor and Board. The Apsley Advocate is printed by The Walcha Telecottage, PO 
Box 116 Walcha NSW 2354. Phone 6777 1111 Fax 6777 1112. The Walcha Technology Co Operative 
Limited, the Editor and Staff of this Newspaper have published any article here-in in good faith and 
bear no responsibility in respect to the accuracy of the information contained in such article. Any person 
or persons publishing material in this Newspaper do so in the knowledge that they shall personally 
accept any responsibility for the accuracy and other correctness of such articles and also accept full 
responsibility for the legal consequences if it be found that the article contains any inaccuracies in the 
contents of any such articles. DEADLINE MONDAY 4.30PM Editor: Anthea Macpherson. Advertising 
and Sport: Rosalie Gibson, Megan Scrivener, Emily Scrivener and Joscisca Matapakia.

TRU BLU 
RECYCLING

TRUSTED LOCAL OPERATOR 
FOR OVER 15 YEARS
Mark 0412 310 650

Cash 
for

Cars & trucks
any condition

Highly qualified and  
experienced plumber
All aspects of Plumbing  
and Gas Fitting
Wood heater installation
Roofing and Guttering 
Gold License No 59555C

Nick 0418 691 306
nickmoore203@yahoo.com.au
Katy 0422 034 660

Nick Moore  
PLUMBING & EXCAVATION SERVICES
WALCHA & SURROUNDING AREAS

JAMES – 0488 020 762 (7 Days)

• Mowers • Ride-ons  
• Pumps • Chainsaws 
• Whipper snippers
• Chain sharpening
• Bar dressing

SELLING New 30 & 40 Tonne Petrol Hydraulic  
WOOD SPLITTERS from $3,100 delivered

•	 Chainsaw chain • 

ALL 
TYPES

PATRICK STACE – WALCHA
Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595

New England New England IT IT 

ONSITEONSITE  COMPUTER COMPUTER 
SERVICE SERVICE ++ SALES SALES
Tim Sutton  Tim Sutton  0414 874 5230414 874 523

INCORPORATING PATTERSON BYFIELD & BRYEN

Conveyancing | Power of Attorneys 
Wills | Estates | Tra	c O�ences

Sophie Thomson  |  James Levingston

02 6777 2066 info@walchalaw.com.au
walchalaw.com.au

Call 0456 185 304 
RURAL. DOMESTIC. COMMERCIAL.

drewbirdelectrical@gmail.com  Lic No.400883C

DBE
DREW BIRD ELECTRICAL

DBE
DREW BIRD ELECTRICAL

RURAL. DOMESTIC. COMMERCIAL.

Phone 0456 185 304 
Email drewbirdelectrical@gmail.com

RURAL. DOMESTIC. COMMERCIAL.

Phone 0456 185 304 
Email drewbirdelectrical@gmail.com

Colour logo

Business Card / Magnet options

Black and White logo

Brendan Blake CPA 
 10W Hamilton St Walcha  

Tel.: 02 6778 0054   
Fax: 02 6778 0035

Email: ats@ozemail.com.au

New England Accounting  
& Taxation Services Pty Ltd 

Specialising in:

	� Accounting, Business & Taxation 
Services 

	� BAS & IAS Preparation & Lodgement
	� Bookkeeping & Secretarial Services

New England Accounting & 
Taxation Services Pty Ltd is 
a CPA Practice



Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport  
Jason 0427 490 487

A FULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT & EARTHMOVING
 COMMERCIAL WATER CARTING

Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, road building, 
site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.

 02 6777 2024   marchantbros@bigpond.com 
www.marchantbros.com.au

E
s
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0
0

Check out our website for the full range of machinery,  
attachments and services available

ORGANIC, LOW SMOKE, HIGH HEAT. 
Beat the climate change, order now

ALL ASPECTS OF RURAL, COMMERCIAL & CIVIL  WORKS 

••  Freight & Transport •• Machinery Float •• Stick Raking  

•• Road construction and maintenance •• Trenching  

•• General Earthworks •• Drilling •• Mulching   

•• Dam maintenance and construction  

••Erosion Control  ••Site Preparation •• Electrical Works    

Ian Notley 04188 29188 ⚫⚫ Mark Notley 0422 637 686 
www.eteservices.com.au  

FFOORR  AALLLL  YYOOUURR  EEAARRTTHHWWOORRKKSS  
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WALCHA

members members 
drawdraw
$100

YOU MUST BE A MEMBER FOR YOU MUST BE A MEMBER FOR 
2023/2024 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN2023/2024 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN

Do you live in Walcha Shire?  If so you MUST be a member to enter the Club 
Social Membership ...... $15 – Full Membership $105. PHONE 6777 2077

Social BowlsSocial Bowls
Available during opening hours. 

See staff regarding bowls 
equipment.

YEARLY SUBS - NOW DUE

Mon – Wed 4.00pm – Close

Thursday 6 12.00pm – Close
Ladies bowls 9.30am for 10.00am start 
Social bowls 1.00pm
DARTS COMP 7AM - 7.30 START

Friday 7 2.00pm – Close

2.00pm Bingo 
6.00pm6.00pm Bistro Bistro
•	 Deluxe steak sandwich
•	 Crumbed whiting fillet
•	 Marinated pork spare ribs
•	 Normal menu available, takeaway and 

delicious dessert.
6.00pm6.00pm Tickets available for raffles –  Tickets available for raffles – 
meat and veg trays meat and veg trays 
6.00pm 6.00pm Free Bingo Free Bingo 
7.00pm 7.00pm Raffles drawn & Members DrawRaffles drawn & Members Draw

Saturday 8 11.00am – Close

6:00pm Bistro
2-4pm TOSS THE BOSS

Sunday 9 11.00am – Close

12.00pm 12.00pm Bistro openBistro open
Children U/10 kids meal free with an Children U/10 kids meal free with an 
adult order adult order 
12.00pm 12.00pm Meat, fruit and veg raffles Meat, fruit and veg raffles 
12-2pm HAPPY HOUR12-2pm HAPPY HOUR

FIREWOOD ORDERS CURRENTLY 

CLOSED UNTIL WE CATCH UP ON ORDERS

TOM’S COCKTAIL
‘Grasshopper’

Wayne Hoy: 0427 281 060 
Matthew Hoy: 0427 322 640 
Aaron Bullen: 0409 776 340

• Komatsu PC300 Excavator

• Cat 324 Excavator

• Cat D6N Dozer

• 2000ltr Quikspray Trailers

• Casotti’s

•  4 x4 Tip Truck

EXCAVATING
EARTHMOVING

SPRAYING
SOWING

GPS & Auto Steer Equipped
•  	4x4 Trucks & Boomsprays 

Full auto Rate Control 
GPS & Autosteer

•  4x4 Tractors GPS Equipped 
20 & 24 disc Williams Seeders 

•  Fencing & Rural Contracting

Friday 21 July Friday 21 July 
Christmas in July 

Santa arrives 7pm
Dress up competition for 

best Christmas theme
Pinata for the Children

Colouring in Competiion - 
entries available at the club now. 


