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OPEN
7 days week from midday
For Real Pub Food

MONSTER 
RAFFLE

Friday nights
Drawn 7.30pm

lunch menu lunch menu

lunch menu lunch menu

LUNCH + DINNER
Tuesday – Sunday

COMMERCIAL LANE 
PHONE 6777 2667

Proud sponsors of  Walcha 
Rugby, Walcha Cricket, Walcha 
Jockey Club & Walcha Tennis 
DONATING TO LOCAL CHARITIES 

‘Community Men’ honoured 
with King’s Birthday Medal
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PAMPER YOUR POOCH!
Whether your dog 

needs a bath or a tidy 
up, a clip or a deshed, 

we’ve got you 
covered 

at 
Uralla Dog Grooming

BOOK online
www.uralladoggrooming.com.au

www.facebook.com/
UrallaDogGrooming

109 Leece Road, Uralla
0400 062 760

When you look through the list of service Bill Heazlett 
and Don Murchie have contributed to our community, 
you have to think hard to come up with an organisation 
they have not leant a hand. It was therefore incredibly 
fitting that these two men were bestowed the Medal of 
the Order of Australia (OAM) on Monday for the King’s 
Birthday Honours list.
Bill’s OAM recognises his service to local government 
and the community of Walcha; Don was awarded 
for his extensive service to our community through a 
range of service organisations. 
“It’s so pleasing to see these awards go to people who 
genuinely deserve them and Bill Heazlett is one such 
individual who has not only well and truly earned his 
OAM, he has helped make Walcha the community 
it is today,” Member for Northern Tablelands, Adam 
Marshall commented.
Bill served an astounding 36 years on Walcha Council 
and was our Mayor for 12 of those years. “He proudly 
and successfully lead the Walcha community as 
Mayor, through some tumultuous times, staving off 
the threat of amalgamations back in the early 2000s,” 
Adam Marshall said.  

“As someone who has worked closely with Bill in local 
government for a number of years, I was so proud to 
see his years of hard work and dedication recognised 
on Australia Day with the Citizen of the Year award 
and his OAM is another just acknowledgement of 
his many years of voluntary community work,” Adam 
continued. 
Since stepping down from Council, Bill has continued 
to give back to the district whether through his passion 
for the golf club, school, or giving comfort to local 
families and individuals experiencing hard times. 
“One of life’s great gentlemen, Bill is the epitome of a 
community champion,” Adam concluded. 
Don Murchie was completely overwhelmed when he 
received the email asking him to accept the OAM. “I 
nearly deleted it, thinking it was a scam!” 
Don has lived his whole life in Walcha, and his 
extensive list of service to our community includes 62 
years as a committee member of the Walcha Show 
Society where he has served as President, Secretary 
and various steward positions. 
When asked about his service to the community, Don 
speaks passionately about Aged Care.

Continued on Page 6

      6 Aberbaldie Rd Walcha. Phone 6777 2588.  www.wvs.com.au 

LOOKING TO MINIMISE
YOUR TAX THIS YEAR?

PREPAY WITH NUTRIEN AG SOLUTIONS
 before 30 June 2023 & earn a reward of 5%p.a on those 

funds to be used on our extensive range of products.
Available through Walcha Veterinary Supplies.

*Terms and conditions apply, see in store for details.



Page  2  ...  14 June 2023

OK EARTHMOVING
PH 6777 7430  FAX 6777 7448

• Earthworks • Road Construction • Erosion Work • 
• Stick Raking • Dam building •

PETER O’KEEFE: 0429 944 821 JASON HOY: 0437 277 197

By SIMON NEWTON

The King’s Birthday long weekend was well and truly enjoyed by many. 
People taking the time to head away for a few days or participate in 
one of the numerous sporting events held. Sadly, numerous lives were 
lost on our roads over the weekend but none more horrific than the 
wedding bus crash in the Hunter. Our roads are such a dangerous 
place, and you can never be careful enough, but that bus crash was 
just a freak accident that will imprint that poor couples wedding day for 
the rest of their lives. 

I know we are still looking for more moisture but a trip to Coonamble 
over the weekend made me think we are in not too bad a shape in 
comparison. The majority of the crops were short but germinated, 
compared to ours that have already been grazed. What I did see from 
the road was that there was still a good amount of dry feed in the 
paddocks and while talking to a few locals, their main concern was 
once they have finished calving then the pressure will really come 
on. An area such as Coonamble normally takes on large volumes 
of agistment stock but like us they are calling around looking for 
agistment. Word is that parts of the Central West are having as good 
an Autumn as they can remember, and no doubt are fielding calls daily 
for agistment.

Last week’s front that came through didn’t yield a lot of moisture for 
us, but it sure did help. It doesn’t take a lot of moisture through the 
winter months to keep the crops and pasture healthy. Weather like 
we have had over the past 2 weeks helps keep the frosts at bay and 
the livestock seem to enjoy those warmer nights. Last week parts of 
Victoria and Southern NSW got a decent fall of rain, but it was very 
patchy. The rain event was enough to hold back some lamb numbers 
in the south with Wagga Wagga yarding 20,000hd, compared to 
33,000 the week before. Trade weight lambs topped at $155 while 
25kg dead lambs jumped $18/hd and heavy export lambs gained $15-
27/hd topping at $235. The rain event also had price rises for the cattle 
market with cows in Dubbo last Thursday lifting 18-24c/kg, topping at 
255c/kg for heavy kill cows. No market this week in Tamworth but I’m 
sure there will be a larger yarding of cattle in Tamworth next Monday. 

Its nearly bull sale selling season and all the local bull studs are on the 
down hill run to their sale days. We are very lucky to have such high 
quality seedstock producers throughout our district and be sure to get 
in contact with these producers and inspect this season’s draft of sale 
bulls if you’re looking for a new bull. 

 
 
 
 

Our brand new CONE CRUSHER has
arrived....which means that we now 

have 20mm roadbase ready to deliver!
 

20mm roadbase is perfect for your 
driveway, stock yards, airstrip...etc

 
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL!

 

We have a variety of products that will suit your every
need: big rocks, small rocks, rocks of any size!

 
 
 
 
 

Walcha Rugby Union

Walcha v  Pirates
Saturday 17 June 

THIS WEEKEND AT THE RUGBY

Huge Merchandise SALE 

Good condition 
Rugby Jerseys, Tshirts, Caps, 

New Umbrella, Jackets, Stubby Holder
And heaps more......
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Walcha business keeping our 
housing market in timber

Nutrien Boulton’s Walcha  ■   3n Derby Street Walcha   ■   6777 2044 

Stock and Property Watch 
www.nutrienharcourts.com.au

Local business, Brian Smith Timber Transport plays an integral role in the 
Australian timber industry.  Brian has just commenced a  new contract  
with Forestry Corporation which will see 90,000 tonnes per year for the 
next three years of timber being transported to Werris Creek railway 
station where it is loaded onto trains bound for Wagga Wagga, and then 
trucked to Tumut and Tumbarumba for milling.  Each train will carry a 
massive 2800 tonnes of plantation softwood timber which equates to 70 
B-double loads which will no longer be on the roads.  
This timber is sourced from Forestry Corporation plantations in Nundle 
and Nowendoc, with the company working with Forestry Corporation for 
over a year to bring this contract to fruition.  “Five trains have already 
gone to Tumut, with all of the timber being used for the domestic building 
and furniture markets,” Brian explained.  
“We have some of the highest structural grade softwood in Australia 
here in the Walcha area, so the majority of it will be used for housing,” 
he said.  
Brian explained that most of the softwood from this area was previously 
being exported to China.  “With the export market closed at present, 
combined with the huge areas lost around Tumut to bushfires, the 
demand for our high-quality structural timber has never been higher,” 
Brian said.  
The company carries over 250,000 tonnes of plantation softwood each 
year from the forests near Nowendoc and Nundle to all parts of NSW 
for milling.  90,000 tonnes of ‘rubbish timber’ (from the heads of the 
trees) is transported by Brian’s trucks to Borg’s manufacturing facility 
in Oberon where it is made into particleboard, MDF and melamine for 
kitchen cupboards and building materials.  “This saves wastage and is a 
great way to use the smaller timber,” Brian said.
The softwood plantation timber utilises radiata pine and is a completely 

renewable industry.  
“I have been working 
with Forestry for 48 years and I have harvested some areas three 
times,” he said.
In the last five years Forestry has replanted 3500 hectares of radiata 
pine.  “They have completely replanted the areas we have logged.”  
This provides a future for both Brian’s business and the Walcha area for 
employment in the timber industry.  

Top: The first train 
loaded with 2800 
tonnes of timber 
departs Werris Creek 
bound for Wagga 
Wagga.  Inset: A truck 
loaded with timber 
bound for Oberon

 Friday 16 June 2023
A/c – Pomany Angus

100 EU Angus Steers
A/c – Wallington Grazing

40 Angus & Angus X Steers
Contact:

 Miles Archdale 0428 660 326

PRIVATE SALE
Herd Dispersal

124 PTIC Angus Cows
3-7 yrs in calf to  

Hazeldean Angus Bulls
Contact:

 Mat Larkings 0427 002 427

Space to move

•	3 bedrooms – one with built-in robe
•	Open plan kitchen/dining
•	Kitchen with gas cooktop & oven. Walk in pantry
•	Lounge with wood heater
•	Bathroom – Shower, toilet & basin
•	Northerly facing sunroom
•	Separate laundry with bath and second toilet
•	Grandparent retreat with separate bedroom/entertaining room
•	Fully fenced yard with several garden sheds for storage 
Enquiries to Peta Carter: 0407 350 781

$375,000
Fibro cottage in a peaceful area on 2023sqm block
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Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra

What’s the Voice 
referendum about?

It’s about whether we should change 
the Constitution to recognise the First 
Peoples of Australia by setting up an 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Voice. A referendum is the only way to 
change the Australian Constitution.

What is the Voice?

The Voice would be a permanent  
body that gives independent advice 
to the Australian Parliament and 
Government on matters that affect 
First Nations people.

The Voice aims to help the Parliament 
and Government to make better 
decisions and deliver better outcomes 
for First Nations people.

How will the  
Voice be set up?

How it’s set up would be determined 
after the referendum with input from 
First Nations people, the broader 
public and the Government. The 
Parliament would then make a law to 
set up the Voice.

The intention is that its members will 
be chosen by and representative of, 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people from across Australia.

Be ready for the conversation,  
get informed at

Voice.gov.au
Scan here to
visit the website
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Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077 
Brian Smith 0427 780 216

45ft flat top ● 45ft single deck cattle float ●26mtr B Double
19mtr mini B Double ● Low Loader available for hire

Call us for  

your large  

Transport  
needs

REZ TRANSMISSION LINES
Last Thursday saw the public release of the Energy Corporation 
of NSW (EnergyCo) draft corridor for the new transmission lines 
to link the old Bayswater Power Station site to the New England 
Renewable Energy Zone (NEREZ). This will see two 550kVA lines 
built and as expected one will enter the Walcha LGA north east 
of Tamworth, turn near Tallara Road and exit towards Wollun. A 
spur line runs south east to near the junction of Wauchs Road 
and Thunderbolts Way. The map, although somewhat difficult to 

interpret, is available on EnergyCo’s website. 
Residents affected by this path should have by now been contacted by EnergyCo in 
regards to the impact on land and operations. If you feel you may be impacted and 
haven’t been suitably informed, please reach out to myself or Council and we will give 
you the details on who to contact. EnergyCo committed to keep everyone informed 
and if this is not happening we need to know so we can both maintain pressure and 
let EnergyCo know where their communication gaps are. These lines are just part of 
10,000 kms of new transmission infrastructure, integral to the restructure Australia’s 
power grid as we move towards a renewable energy future. Already delayed by 
two years, reduction in generation capacity and with budgeting pressures the path 
forward for NEREZ will not be all plain sailing. 
The Winterbourne Wind Project faces its own delays with answers to submissions 
pushed until at least mid-December. While Council unanimously maintains a neutral 
stance on this project we are constantly reviewing its impact on our LGA, be it social, 
environmental or to infrastructure, and will continue to represent our constituents in 
the best way possible. 
The renewable energy march rolls ever onward, with the disruption to our community 
becoming more palpable as each step is taken. While my role is not one of being 
the social police I believe we need to remember the core values that make Walcha’s 
community what it is and hopefully will be into the future. Ultimately, it is State and 
Federal Government policy and legislation that is driving the transition and facilitating 
progress, and they are the ones that can change it. 
Following this, Interim General Manager and myself had an hour long Zoom meeting 
with the Department of Planning (DP) last Thursday. This meeting formed part of our 
three monthly catch up with them and offers us an opportunity to engage with the 
people who design the path forward for renewable energy in our region. We sought 
clarification how our Development Control Plan can be referenced to inform the 
process, provided input into submissions around the Oxley Highway and the work 
and social impacts of accelerated traffic volumes, bio security issues and covering 
financial costs and benefits to our community. 
WASTE DEPOT
Last week’s closure of the Walcha ‘tip’ due to lack of staff to open it on Friday and 
Sunday understandably caused a reaction around the community. As Council we 
are committed to supplying a reliable service and the closures were a failure of that 
commitment. It was opened Monday to compensate, but this doesn’t alleviate the 
problem. Staff shortages due to illness and leave cannot always be avoided, but 
there is immediate action being taken to train more staff in this area as a backup. I 
often hear “there can’t be much training needed”, but there is. Compliance with EPA 
and WHS make the operation of this facility challenging and this will only become 
more onerous moving forward. Staff connected to this facility receive praise from our 
regulators and all users have a responsibility to make this a smooth path. This applies 
to our outlying transfer stations as well. 
In relation to our waste issue, last week Council put on public display our Draft Waste 
Strategy. This document took many hours to research and compile and is now there 
for your comment. One of the hot topics around the tip is always opening hours, and 
these are addressed in this draft document, so this is your opportunity to comment 
and express your views. The implementation of a voucher scheme for rural residents 
is also explained and there is 28 days for feedback. 
Moving forward it is imperative that all our facilities in this department cover their costs 
and avoid cross subsidisation.
DRAFT BUDGET
While on the topic of public exhibition of documents Walcha Council’s Operational 
Plan 23/24, which includes the budget, is out on display and also open for comment. 
An integral part of our community engagement meetings a couple of weeks ago 
it forms an important part of our commitment to tighten internal financial controls 
following application for a Special Rate Variation. 
On behalf of Council and Councillors thank you to all people who attended these 
meetings. Your feedback is taken seriously and obviously roads were the main 
focus. We have been the recipient of multiple rounds of additional road funding, and 
although inadequate for all our requirements, will improve many of the worst sections 
of roads over the next year. 
OFFICE OPENING HOURS
A proposal came to council last week to adjust the opening hours for the main office. 
Recognition of “power up and power down” time of modern workplaces will see 
face-to-face and Service NSW interactions being slightly reduced to 9am to 4:30pm 
weekdays. General phone enquiries will still be available from 8:30am to 5:00pm. 
The change will improve operational efficiency and also brings Walcha Council in line 
with most other regional councils. 

Mayoral Column 

By ERIC NOAKES – Mayor of Walcha
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NSW Department of Planning and 
Environment / Jaime Plaza Van Roon

Stay up to date
The New England Renewable Energy Zone (REZ) is an 
investment by the NSW Government in providing a clean, 
reliable and affordable energy future for our region.

We are planning the REZ to deliver environmental, social 
and economic benefits, to our local communities. To get 
your input, a series of community information sessions will 
be held across the region in June 2023, including:

Get in touch
If you have any questions, you can 
contact us on 1800 061 114 or by 
emailing nerez@energyco.nsw.gov.au.

To learn more about the New 
England REZ, visit our website at 
energyco.nsw.gov.au/ne-rez.

Log on to our website for further details.

To stay connected and be the first to hear about 
opportunities to have your say, scan the QR code below:

Tuesday 20 June, 
Armidale Town Hall, 11 am 
– 2 pm and 3 pm – 6 pm

Wednesday 21 June, 
Uralla Neighbourhood 
Centre, 11 am – 2 pm and  
3 pm – 6 pm

Thursday 22 June, Walcha 
Bowling Club, 11 am – 2 pm 
and 3 pm – 6 pm

•

•

•

Tuesday 27 June, 
Dungowan Hall, 11 am – 
2 pm and 3 pm – 6 pm

Wednesday 28 June,  
Murrurundi CWA, 11 am 
– 2 pm and 3 pm – 6 pm

Thursday 29 June, 
Scone Motor Inn, 11 am 
– 2 pm and 3 pm – 6 pm

•

•

•

New England
Renewable 
Energy Zone  

EnergyCo

Continued from front. Don was a member of the Steering Committee which raised funds to build Apsley Riverview Hostel. Don was then elected 
as a Council member  on the NSW Aged and Community Services Council for six years, and also the Commonwealth Advisory Group for Rural and 
Remote Aged Care. “These positions were probably the most challenging but also rewarding, as Aged Care is crucial in rural areas,” he commented.  
When we asked Don how he was going to spend the long weekend, his response was “volunteering”. He spent Saturday at Pioneer Cottage 
volunteering for the Historical Society and on Sunday he was helping tourists as a volunteer at the Visitor Information Centre.
As a community we wholeheartedly thank both Bill and Don for what we enjoy today thanks to the thousands of hours they have donated to 
countless organisations throughout the district.

BILL HEAZLETT
Walcha Council
•	 Mayor 2000-2012, Councillor 1974- 77 and 

1987-2021
•	 Former Member, Staff Committee and 

Roads Management Committee
•	 Former Council Delegate Central Northern 

Libraries Committee and Arts North West
Walcha Central School
•	 Teacher 1966-95, Head Teacher 1995-2002
Teaching – Other
•	 Richmond High School, 1961-1963
Community
•	 Supporter, Walcha Conference, St Vincent 

de Paul Society NSW, current.
•	 Committee Member/Parishioner, Walcha 

Catholic Church since 1970s
Walcha Golf Club
•	 Former Director 2010s
•	 Trophy named in honour of Bill

DON MURCHIE
Walcha Show Society 
•	 Committee Member since 1961, Secretary 

2004-2019, President 1988-1990
•	 Chief Steward – Farm Produce and 

Vegetables 1963-1965 and Chief Pavilion 
Steward 1966-1987

•	 Junior Sheep Judging Steward 1991-1997

Walcha Showground Trust
•	 Former Chair, Member 1970-2019, 

Secretary 2004-2019
Agricultural Societies Council of NSW 
•	 Zone 13 Central Northern Group – 

Treasurer current, Chair 2020
•	 Central Northern Delegate, AgShows New 

South Wales, 2002-2014
 Royal Easter Show, Sydney
•	 Steward, Young Judges/Judging 2004-14
 Aged Care 
•	 Chair, Presbyterian Aged Care Committee, 

1996-2002
•	 Apsley Riverview Treasurer 1992-2002, 

Committee Member 1988-2002
•	 Elected Council Member, NSW Aged and 

Community Services Council, 1996-2002
•	 NSW Rep, Commonwealth Advisory Group 

for Rural and Remote 1996-2002
Rotary Club of Walcha
•	 Member since 1994, former Treasurer, 

President 2017-2018, 1995-1996
•	 Coordinator Youth in Agriculture, Sheep Pr.
•	 Former Community Service Director
Walcha Australia Day Committee 
•	 Member, 2006-2020, Former President
New South Wales Rural Fire Service 
•	 Member since 1967, former Captain 25 

years and Secretary 10 years

Presbyterian Church
•	 Session Clerk 1970-2004, Elder 1965-2004
•	 Member Management Committee 1958-

2004
•	 Leader, Fellowship Association 1957-1966
•	 Former Representative Elder New England 

Presbytery and NSW State Assembly
•	 Former Presbytery Moderator, three years
 Community
•	 Committee Member Rural Women’s 

Conference Walcha, 2019
•	 Former Member, Walcha Bicentenary 

Committee
•	 Walcha Pony Club former Zone President, 

Camp President and Commandant
•	 Walcha Junior Soccer Club former Team 

Manager and Treasurer
•	 Former President Walcha Central P&C
 Awards and Recognition include:
•	 Service to Show Movement Medal,  

Royal Agricultural Society 2019
•	 Walcha Citizen of the Year 2019
•	 50 Years Recognition as a Woolclasser, 

Australian Wool Exchange 2013
•	 Paul Harris Fellow Award, Rotary 

International
•	 Long Service Badge, New South Wales 

Rural Fire Service 2002.
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6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.au
REAL ESTATE  
& LIVESTOCK 6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.auFOR LATEST 

UPDATES

SAM PAYNE 0428 667 404  | ANDREW BLOMFIELD 0428 667 402
RON VINCENT 0427 775 821 |  TROY DAVEY 0427 157 557

$430,000

•	Two bedrooms
•	Built-in wardrobes
•	Brand new kitchen with dishwasher
•	Renovated bathroom with spacious step-free shower 

and under floor heating
•	Very spacious living area
•	Wood fire heating 
•	Flat yard

Charming home •	 Four/five bedrooms
•	Two bathrooms
•	Two kitchens 
•	Two lounge rooms 
•	Two dining rooms, with wood combustion heater 
•	Separate granny flat of brick construction with 

bathroom, spa, tiled floors and wood fire stove
•	Spacious lock up machinery shed with concrete floor 

and water tank

$950,000 o.n.o. 

Unique and Secluded 

241 HA – 600 AC

Little Athletes 
lace up your 

joggers
A group of local parents are keen to re-form 
a committee and get Little Athletics up and 
running once again in Walcha .
Little Athletics is a fun, social and active 
program for girls and boys aged 5 – 17, and 
teaches a wide range of Track and Field skills 
in events. In the past several Walcha Little A 
athletes have made it to NSW Championships 
and enjoyed meeting and competing against 
children from across the state.
If successful in forming a committee, 
Walcha Little A’s would run once a week in 
summer. With existing equipment available 
and funding to assist with purchasing new 
items, local children with have all they need 
to hone their athletic skills. Instruction days 
for members and parents will also be held, 
ensuring  correct techniques are taught for 
each activity. 
If you are interested and have keen little 
athletes in your family, please attend a 
meeting being held at 6.00pm Wednesday  
21 June at the Apsley Arms Hotel. 
If you have any questions or would like further 
details, please contact Jess Williams on 0418 
827 088 or Elyce Laurie 0448 165 284.

By AJ Cross 
Walcha lawn bowlers Stephen and 
Kyle Goodwin won the annual John 
Oxley Pairs event last Sunday. 
Played at the Walcha Bowling Club, 
the pair survived a count-back with 
Oxley pairing Jamie and Gail Smyth 
to take out the title, while Gloucester’s 
Mark Groves and Brian Wisemantle 
finished third. Next best were the local 
pairing of Noel and Allan Goodwin 
who finished in fourth place.
On Saturday local Mick Wall joined 
forces with Picnic Point pair Darren 
Bromley and Garry Melval to win 
the John Oxley Triples from North 
Tamworth’s Phil Eggers, Harry Wicks 
and former Walcha resident Graham 
Cameron. Gloucester’s Nicco Dayrd-
Hoven, Tony Teerstag and another 
ex-Walcharite John Andrews were 
relegated to third spot.
Walcha Bowling Club President Adam 
Hall teamed up with the Goodwin 
boys ‘Normie’ and Kyle, to take out 
fourth position.
Over 50 bowlers competed over the 
weekend, travelling from Tamworth, 
Wauchope, Hibbard, Comboyne, 
Gloucester and as far as Brisbane to 
compete.

A win for Steve and Kyle

Walcha Bowling Club President Adam Hall congratulating 
Stephen and Kyle Goodwin on their win.
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“WHYWORRY”
CLEARING SALE 

10 am, Friday 23rd June

01
34

3-
23

06

A/C D&R Carter | Sale Venue: 2 Somerset Close, Uralla NSW

Items On Offer
Ford 6600 tractor, Ford 300 tractor with slasher, Disc Plough, Chisel plough, 
small chisel plough, slasher, Jarrett blade, feed out bin(for Ute), Mammoth 
Mix all, Donnelly 3 prong ripper, 22-panel portable sheep yards, Firefighter 
500 ltr, Croplands Vineyard sprayer, Boom Spray, Rotary Howe 3 point linkage, 
Bulk bin, bulk bin trailer, Irrigation pipes 1 ¼ inch, polly pipe 1 1/4 inch, 7x 
9m steel lengths, ring lock, fencing wire, 2 slings of iron posts approx. 800, 
pipe, numerous pipe fittings, Pressure pump, Numerous hessian grain bags, 
cement mixer 3 point linkage, trailer for Quad bike, 3 phase welder, pipe 
bender, 2 pencil 16 ft Auger, elevator, wood stove, iron bathtub, sheep crate 
to fit Toyota Landcruiser red river loading ramp, steel wool table, Avery wool 
scales, sheep rugs, ram halters, wine fridge, washing machine, dryer, tables, 
household furniture, Numerous catering supplies to cater for 100 people, 
Portable crutching plant, numerous sheep health equipment, shearing 
hand pieces, blade shears multiple tools and sundries, southern cross 
centrifugal pump & elect motor, 3 shearing plants, 3 point linkage scoop.

Terms: Payment on sale day – Cash, Cheque & EFT. Photo identification is 
required for bidder registration. Catering available on sale day.

Outside vendors welcome, contact listing agent:
John Croake 0428 977 589

Scan QR code to view 
the listing or head to  

awn.net/clearing-sales
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Congratulations to Walcha residents Bill Heazlett and Don Murchie on 
being awarded Order of Australia Medals over the King’s Birthday Long 
Weekend. Both Bill and Don have contributed greatly to our community 
over an extended period of time and thoroughly deserve to be honoured. 
Good on ya boys!

•••
Walcha Rams player Henry Leslie and part time Upper Yarrowitch River 
Road resident Eleanor McNaught, who plays for the Barbarians Club 
in Armidale, represented Central North and New England respectively 
at the NSW Country Rugby Championships held in Tamworth over the 
Long Weekend. Central West belted Central Coast 52-5 in the mens final 
while Hunter rounded up Central West in the Womens decider. 

•••
Young Walcha Rough Riders Lachie and Benji Provost headed West to 
the Coonamble Rodeo last weekend where they handed in some great 
performances. Lachie won the 11-14 years mini bull ride on Saturday and 
picked up a 2nd place on Sunday while Benji placed 5th in the under 11 
mini bull ride on Sunday before finishing 2nd in the steer ride on Monday. 
Keep up the good work boys.

•••
The ‘Big’ Hoy Reunion last weekend went off with a bang commencing 
at the Bowling Club Friday night followed by a shindig at ‘Miltiades’ on 
Saturday before finishing up at the Tia Church on Sunday.  A big thank 
you to the organisers for the time and effort they put in to make the 
occasion such an enjoyable one. 

•••
On Sunday there was some tree planting at the Tia cemetery where 
Walcha Council Beautification Committee member Phyllis Hoy was in 
charge. By all accounts Phyllis received plenty of advice especially from 
Jill Reece and Anna Medaris which drew plenty of banter from nearby 
on lookers. Phyllis restrained herself from making comment by biting her 
tongue. Would have loved to be there.  

•••
Last week John McCormack was named 2023 Jock Nivison 
Memorial trophy winner which goes to the Walcha Veterans Golfer who 
accumulated the most stableford points over the five rounds of the New 
England Vets Pennants season. It has since been revealed a couple of 
scores were omitted from the calculations and now Doug McDonald is 
the new recipient of the prize after he racked up 152 points to nudge out 
John McCormack on 151 with Cheryl McDonald third on 149. Humblest 
apologies to those involved.  

•••
Congratulations to talented allround sportsmen Stephen Goodwin and 
his son Kyle on winning the annual John Oxely Lawn Bowls Pairs here 
at the Walcha Bowling Club last weekend and in doing so added another 
prize to both their extensive trophy cabinets. Without going into any other 
sports Kyle has won 11 Bowling Club singles championships nudging 
ahead of his ‘old man’ Normie, who has 10 singles titles to his name, 
when he defeated him in last years final.

•••
Best of luck to the Walcha Central School Primary Boys Touch team 
when they travel to Glen Innes next Monday to compete in the next round 
of the PSSA  competition. Going on the form the boys displayed here at 
John Oxley Sportsground a few weeks ago hopefully they can maintain 
that skill level in Glen Innes. Go gettum guys. 

•••
My next door neighbour since late November 1988 Andrew James 
‘Jimmy’ Duck is in the process of selling his house and has already 
moved back down to the Coast. If you drive past his house in Apsley 
Street there is a sturdy blue bed frame on the footpath which is available 
at no cost to the first person who grabs it. First in best dressed. 

with AJ Cross

WALCHA CENTRAL
SchoolSchool  

Art onArt on  
the Movethe Move

 Years 9 and 10 participated in a painting masterclass where they learnt about the principles of colour
mixing from professional artist Leah Bullen.  This class was offered by NERAM art gallery. 

WCS travelled to
Inverell Tuesday 6 and
Wednesday 7 June to
compete in Central
Schools Touch Football
Competition. 
Very successful couple
of days with Under 16
Boys and Girls, Opens
Boys all undefeated,
Opens Girls winning 5
from 6 games.

Outstanding effort!

CS TouchCS Touch  
FootballFootball

Biggest MorningBiggest Morning
TeaTea

THANK YOU! 
To all who supported on 25 May.
Total of $482.10 
raised for Cancer Council.

Delicious sweet and savoury treats
prepared by WCS Hands on Learning
class.

a journey of learning from K-12a journey of learning from K-12

NEWS
PHONE 6777 2777    
154E NORTH STREET WALCHA NSW 2354        WWW.WALCHA-C.SCHOOLS.NSW.GOV.AU

Wednesdays Golf
What a wonderful day we had playing par for the Jeannette Wark memorial trophy on 
Wednesday. It was such a pleasure to have John Wark (pictured) come and join us for 
lunch and to present the trophies.
The winner was Jill Burnell with a fabulous score of +5, counting out Prue Morgan on +5.
The Back 9 winner was Simone Sweeney +4 and the Front 9 winner was Prue Morgan +3. 
Sweepstakes went to Sally McCormack +3, Alison Cameron +2, Lorraine Walshe +2 and 
Barb Mulligan with a square.
Lorraine Walshe had a great NTP on 3 and Donna Martin and Alison Cameron both took 
out the second shot on 16 resulting in two magnificent birdies.
Today we are playing stroke, monthly mug, and country vets for Terry Hayes trophy.

Sport continued on page 10 >

ANGLICAN 7.30am Holy Communion, 10.00am Family 
Service & Kids Club. P 6777 2543 walchaanglican@gmail.com
PRESBYTERIAN Walcha Sunday 9.30am. P 6777 2539. 
CATHOLIC Sunday 10:00am Mass.



In Memory
Kevin Hickey

In memory of our brilliant and dear friend 
Kev. We will miss you dearly. 

Liz and Keith.

Public Notices
DR GENEVIEVE FREER

Phone 6777 2068  0429 668 583

Fox Baiting at ‘Bergen-op-Zoom’ and 
‘Alban’ from 16 June. 

WALCHA COUNCIL
Draft 2023 – 2024 Operational 
Plan including Budget

The Council, at its Extra-Ordinary 
Meeting held on 17 May 2023, approved a 
DRAFT 2023 – 2024 Operational Plan which 
includes the budget, fees and charges and 
Revenue Policy.  The DRAFT Operational 
Plan will be on public exhibition for a period 
of 28 days as per the Local Government Act 
1993 Section 405(3). Copies of the Plan are 
available at the Council Chambers, Hamilton 
Street, Walcha and on its website:  www.
walcha.nsw.gov.au until 5.00pm Monday 
19 June 2023.  During this time written 
submissions on the DRAFT Operational Plan 
will be received by Council.
Phillip Hood, Interim General Manager Walcha Council, 
PO Box 2, Walcha NSW

WALCHA COUNCIL
Nominations for Council 
Art Advisory Committee

Council have a vacancy on the Arts Advisory 
Committee and is seeking nominations 
from community members to apply.  No 
particular qualifications are necessary 
though a commitment to the activities of the  
Committee and a willingness to be actively 
involved in issues or events of the Committee 
are essential.
Anyone interested in serving on this 
Committee should pick up a nomination form 
from the Council Office or download it from 
our website:
https://www.walcha.nsw.gov.au/news  
Nominations must be submitted to Council 
by close of business Friday 23 June 2023.
Phillip Hood, Interim General Manager,
Walcha Council,PO Box 2, Walcha NSW

For Sale
Yellow Labrador Pups 

 Vet checked/Micro chipped/Vaccinated.
 Phone Maxine 0400 007 220.

DJ’S Firewood – Best wood in the district.
Bulk only – minimum 6m3, maximum 10m3. 
Deliver Walcha Saturday OR pick-up from 
Niangala Saturday 1.00 – 4.00pm. Phone 
0427 335 631 or 6769 2395.

Meetings
Little Athletics meeting Wed 21st June, 
6pm at Apsley Hotel. Details: Jess Williams 
0418 827 088 or Elyce Laurie 0448 165 284.

AMAROO LALC 
Notice is hereby given of an Ordinary Meeting.
DATE: 29 June 2023
TIME: 4.00pm
PLACE: 	36N, Derby Street, WALCHA 2354
AGENDA:
1.		Welcomes
2.		Apologies
3.		Minutes of previous meeting
4.		Approval of the Amaroo LALC Community 

Land and Business Plan (CLBP) 2021 – 
2025 

5.		Agenda will be available at meeting
6.		Other Business placed on the agenda 

not less than 24 hours prior to the 
commencement of the meeting.

7.		Date and time of next meeting.
Please Note: A copy of the CLBP or a 
Summary is available for viewing on request 
at the Amaroo LALC during business hours.
All inquiries about this meeting should be 
directed to the Chairperson and or Admin 
Officer of the Amaroo LALC during business 
hours.
Authorised: Alena Stackman, Chairperson – 
Amaroo LALC.
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Ladies Bowls
Three Bowls Championship games played last Thursday 
resulted in a win to Lyn Burnell and Esther Hunt over 
Sari Andrews and Jan Cross 26 – 12. Lyn and Esther will 
now play this Thursday against Carmel Ryan and Debbie 
Richards in the Final. 
A game of Triples was also played with Rosie (who bowled 
twice) and Debbie Richards winning 19 – 10 over June 
Hayes, Phyllis Hoy and Pat Laurie.
Our monthly meeting is this Thursday commencing at 
1.00pm.

Bowls
Dads Army: The afternoon started off overcast and cloudy 
and finished very wet which meant both teams only played 
eight ends. 
The chook winners were Tony Asmus, Neil Dark and Eric 
O’Keefe who defeated Barry Kliendienst and Mick Bullen, 
who played twice 9 – 4. 
The second game saw Noel Goodwin, Warwick Hogan 
and Geoff Salt defeat John McCormack, John Watts and 
Peter Hayes 12 – 7. The losers were holding five shots 
when John McCormack knocked one of the opponents 
bowls to give them the shot. With his last bowl Noel in 
attempting to get a second shot knocked out the bowl to 

give back the five shots.
The raffle was won by John Watts.

Tennis
Round 6 (the final round) of the 2023 Eskimo Comp was 
played out on Tuesday 6 June in crisp conditions. 
Ella Haberman and Hyde Thomson were our Max Scorers 
this week with 18 from a possible 18. Well done to both 
Ella and Hyde. 
The Final Wash Up: Top scorer in Group 1 was Michael 
Lockyer on 84, Group 2 Chris Bruce on 82, Group 3 
Braedon Konneron on 77 and Group 4 Graeme Wall on 62. 
Congratulations to all the Group winners. Michael Lockyer 
out of Group 1 was our 23 Eskimo Comp ‘Top Scorer’ 
on 84. This was a big effort from Michael fighting it out in 
Group 1 against tough opposition. Well done Michael.
There will be an Eskimo Singles Comp running for a few 
weeks starting Tuesday 13 June at 7.00pm. Good luck to 
all players involved. 
The next Club Meeting will be held on Monday 10 July at 
6.30pm, all members are welcome to attend. 
See you all at the net soon.

At the 19th 
A mixed Two Person Ambrose Keno Qualifier was played 
in  conjunction with trophies donated by Nutrien Boulton’s 
last Sunday, where Michael Stackman and ‘Mollydooker’ 
Mal Ballard carded a 60½ nett to win the overall event. 
Runners-up were ladies club champion Simone Sweeney 
and her husband David on 62¼ nett, which also qualified 
them for the next round of the NSW Mixed Keno. Former 
ladies champion Cheryl McDonald and her husband Doug 
are first reserves after posting 66½.
Sweepstakes went to the Sweeneys along with Jim Nivison 
and Jock McLaren 64¾. Sharpest shooter at the pins were 
Allan Green (3), Michael Stackman (9), Jenny Lisle (16) 
and Ross King (18).
Last Saturday left hander Allan Laurie won the Weekly 9 
Hole Competition, but only after he survived a countback 
with Peter Whellan when both accumulated 16 stableford 
points. NTP on 3 went to organiser John McCormack. 
When calculations were recently done for the Jock Nivision 
Memorial Trophy and all five round scores accumulated to 
determine the winner, a couple were left out. When revised 
Doug McDonald was declared the new winner on 152 
points from John McCormack 151 and Cheryl McDonald 
third on 149.
Thus Sunday is a Stroke Medal Round for a prize supplied 
by D A Locke.
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Scott Kermode
0427 100 889

services TTREETOPREETOP  

Tree lopping
Tree removal
Truck & chipper
Bobcat
Post hole digger
Trencher 
Woolshed cleaning
Stockyard cleaning 

treetopservices@bigpond.com

STORAGE  CENTRE   
WALCHA

20’ Containers available for rent $35 pw + GST
Secure Undercover parking for cars,  

vans etc $15  pw +GST

ANGUS 0427 787 332

A G W 
RURAL CONTRACTING

GPS Equipped boom spraying
Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748

Andrew: 0427 549 748
Toni: 0421 972 354

CHIROPRACTOR
K Samantha Goor

B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq) 
Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am 

6777 1340

SELF STORAGE 
NORTH STREET – WALCHA
Various sized sheds

security fenced
67773899 0428 653 307

DISCLAIMER LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are submitted on the condition that The Walcha Telecottage as 
the publisher of The Apsley Advocate may edit and has the right to, and license third parties to reproduce 
in electronic form and communicate these letters. They are published at the discretion of the Editor and 
Board. The Apsley Advocate is printed by The Walcha Telecottage, PO Box 116 Walcha NSW 2354. 
Phone 6777 1111 Fax 6777 1112. The Walcha Technology Co Operative Limited, the Editor and Staff of 
this Newspaper have published any article here-in in good faith and bear no responsibility in respect to 
the accuracy of the information contained in such article. Any person or persons publishing material in this 
Newspaper do so in the knowledge that they shall personally accept any responsibility for the accuracy 
and other correctness of such articles and also accept full responsibility for the legal consequences if 
it be found that the article contains any inaccuracies in the contents of any such articles. DEADLINE 
MONDAY 4.30PM Editor: Anthea Macpherson. Advertising and Sport: Rosalie Gibson, Megan Scrivener, 
Emily Scrivener and Joscisca Matapakia.

TRU BLU 
RECYCLING

TRUSTED LOCAL OPERATOR 
FOR OVER 15 YEARS
Mark 0412 310 650

Cash 
for

Cars & trucks
any condition

Highly qualified and  
experienced plumber
All aspects of Plumbing  
and Gas Fitting
Wood heater installation
Roofing and Guttering 
Gold License No 59555C

Nick 0418 691 306
nickmoore203@yahoo.com.au
Katy 0422 034 660

Nick Moore  
PLUMBING & EXCAVATION SERVICES
WALCHA & SURROUNDING AREAS

JAMES – 0488 020 762 (7 Days)

• Mowers • Ride-ons  
• Pumps • Chainsaws 
• Whipper snippers
• Chain sharpening
• Bar dressing

SELLING New 30 & 40 Tonne Petrol Hydraulic  
WOOD SPLITTERS from $3,100 delivered

•	 Chainsaw chain • 

ALL 
TYPES

PATRICK STACE – WALCHA
Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595 0429 608 409

Delivering
 Tamworth – Walcha

 

ENGINEERING
John Wall 

•  Stock floats  •  Feeders •  Sheep & cattle 
yards • Steel framed sheds & mobile welding

6778 0588  •  0428 778 087

•	AIR CONDITIONING &  
ELECTRICAL

•	Domestic & Commercial
•	Split system specialists

SPLITZAIRSPLITZAIR

Dave 0438 007 275 Lic. 182154c

WALCHAM L MASSAGE
THERAPY

Mobile
treatments 

available

Remedial and Sport Massage
maddie Lance

Tues to Fri 9am - 6:30pm

0432 635 994



Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport  
Jason 0427 490 487

A FULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT & EARTHMOVING
 COMMERCIAL WATER CARTING

Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, road building, 
site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.

 02 6777 2024   marchantbros@bigpond.com 
www.marchantbros.com.au

E
s
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0
0
0

Check out our website for the full range of machinery,  
attachments and services available

ORGANIC, LOW SMOKE, HIGH HEAT. 
Beat the climate change, order now

ALL ASPECTS OF RURAL, COMMERCIAL & CIVIL  WORKS 

••  Freight & Transport •• Machinery Float •• Stick Raking  

•• Road construction and maintenance •• Trenching  

•• General Earthworks •• Drilling •• Mulching   

•• Dam maintenance and construction  

••Erosion Control  ••Site Preparation •• Electrical Works    

Ian Notley 04188 29188 ⚫⚫ Mark Notley 0422 637 686 
www.eteservices.com.au  

FFOORR  AALLLL  YYOOUURR  EEAARRTTHHWWOORRKKSS  

TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTT  AANNDD  EELLEECCTTRRIICCAALL  NNEEEEDDSS  

 

	

WALCHA

members members 
drawdraw
$50

YOU MUST BE A MEMBER FOR YOU MUST BE A MEMBER FOR 
2023/2024 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN2023/2024 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN

Do you live in Walcha Shire?  If so you MUST be a member to enter the Club 
Social Membership ...... $15 – Full Membership $105. PHONE 6777 2077

Social BowlsSocial Bowls
Available during opening hours, 

see staff regarding bowls 
equipment

Mon – Wed 4.00pm – Close

Thursday 15 12.00pm – Close
Ladies bowls 9.30am for 10.00am start 
Social bowls 1.00pm

Friday 16 2.00pm – Close

2.00pm Bingo 
6.00pm6.00pm Bistro Bistro
•	 Chilli garlic prawn skewers.
•	 Butter chicken and rice.
•	 Creamy lamb chops.
•	 Normal menu available, takeaway and 

delicious dessert.
6.00pm6.00pm Tickets available for raffles –  Tickets available for raffles – 
meat and veg trays meat and veg trays 
6.00pm 6.00pm Free Bingo Free Bingo 
7.00pm 7.00pm Raffles drawn & Members DrawRaffles drawn & Members Draw

Saturday 17 11.00am – Close

6:00pm Bistro
2-4pm TOSS THE BOSS

Sunday 18 11.00am – Close

12.00pm 12.00pm Bistro openBistro open
Children U/10 kids meal free with an Children U/10 kids meal free with an 
adult order adult order 
12.00pm 12.00pm Meat, fruit and veg raffles Meat, fruit and veg raffles 
12-2pm HAPPY HOUR12-2pm HAPPY HOUR

FIREWOOD ORDERS CURRENTLY 

CLOSED UNTIL WE CATCH UP ON ORDERS
TOM’S COCKTAIL 

‘Witches 
Brew’

 
LINMAC ENGINEERING

211N Pakington Street WALCHA
Phone 6777 2822 

Email enquiries@linmacengineering.com.au

Facebook page: Linmac Engineering Walcha

IF YOU NEED IT 
- We make it!

CUSTOM TRAYS 
& TIPPERS

	� Customer consultations  
to make sure we build  
to YOUR individual  
specifications

	� 	Sandblasted and 
powdercoated

	� 	Toolboxes, timber floors,  
tipper trays, water tanks ... 
whatever you need!

PURCHASE
 A CHAINSAW 

in the months of
 June, July & August 

for a chance to 
WIN A SHARP 

MASTER CHAIN 
GRINDER VALUED 

AT $120 

HUSQVARNA 
DEALER


