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On 29 January 1923, Gwen Steel  arrived into the world in a 
small hospital just below West End store in Walcha.
Sunday marked her entry into triple figures, with Gwen 
surrounded by family and friends for the luncheon at her 
son Stephen and Diana Lisle’s home to celebrate her 100th 
birthday. “I had most of my family with me, and someone 
from every organisation I have ever worked with,” Gwen 
commented.
The celebrations continued on Monday at Riverview where 
residents celebrated with Gwen, giving her a beautiful 
crystal vase and cake for morning tea. Gwen was thrilled 
to receive many congratulatory letters and cards including 
one from King Charles III and Queen Consort Camilla to 
congratulate her on her birthday.
“I started school when I was four at the Nine Mile Church 
School.  We had school lessons in the Church,” Gwen said.  
When she was in second class she transferred to Walcha 
Primary School. “I lived with my grandparents in town, so 
that I could go to school because it was too far to come in 
each day otherwise.”
Following Primary School Gwen went to Armidale High 
for three years before moving to Pymble Ladies College. 
Gwen received a congratulatory card from the Pymble 
Ladies College School Principal last week.  
Gwen started nursing at Royal North Shore Hospital 
following school and really loved it. “My brother Robert was 
19 years younger than me, so I came home to help mum 
out when he was born and didn’t go back to nursing,” Gwen 
said.
In time Gwen found herself back in Sydney as the private 
secretary to Dentist Harold Marks. However, rheumatic 
fever ended up being a blessing in disguise as she returned 
home from Sydney to recuperate and ended up marrying a 
local boy, Bill Lisle!  
They had two sons, Stephen and Anthony; two grandsons 
Andrew and Rohan, and a great grandson Jackson, 
pictured above with Gwen. “We can’t seem to get a girl,” 
Gwen laughed.

Gwen celebrates 
her 100th birthday

She has thoroughly enjoyed her life, being 
very involved in many facets of the community. 
“I was the Zone representative for Red Cross 
for many years, as well as being a patroness 
of the Walcha CWA, Walcha Garden Club and 
Presbyterian Womens Association, who all had 
representatives at her birthday lunch.
Still a very vibrant lady, Gwen was extremely 
grateful to both her family and residents of Apsley 
Riverview Hostel for making her 100th birthday 
such a special occasion. “I had relatives travel 
from Launceston, Sydney, Port Macquarie and 
Warren. I was so pleased to see everyone.” And 
from all accounts many fun times were re-lived, 
especially roller skating down the shutes of the 
shearing shed at ‘Hartford’!

ACCOMMODATION
DAILY/WEEKLY/MONTHLY

“Red Hill” Cottage
4.7klm from Walcha

 272 Aberbaldie Road

2 BEDROOM 
KITCHEN

OUTDOOR LIVING AREA

www.booking.com
www.airb&b.com

or phone
 Jai Jones 0456 373 113
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Australia Day 
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6 Aberbaldie Road Walcha.   
Ph 6777 2588
www.wvs.com.au

• Oats (Nile & Bimbil) • Ryegrass 
• Permanent pasture mixes

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT 
YOUR SEED & FERTILIZER YET?

B O U T I Q U E

NEW ARRIVALS 
ZACKET & PLOVER

NEW LABEL  
IRIS & WOOL

Beautiful Australian merino wool 

50% OFF SELECTED 
SUMMER FASHION + SHOES

Get Race Day ready!
NEED A NEW OUTFIT FOR 

THE WALCHA RACES?
Let Shelley help you coordinate the 
perfect look for a day at the track.

HALF PRICE

SALE
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OK EARTHMOVING
PH 6777 7430  FAX 6777 7448

• Earthworks • Road Construction • Erosion Work • 
• Stick Raking • Dam building •

PETER O’KEEFE: 0429 944 821 JASON HOY: 0437 277 197

Monday afternoon was probably one of the best falls of rain we have 
received since Spring and a timely follow-up to recent storms. We had 
Summer-like temperatures last week when it made it into the low thirties, 
before some intense storms cooled down the evenings. If you managed 
to be under one of these storms you would have been lucky enough to get 
between 15 – 25mm last week and a further 25mm on Monday night. No 
doubt tractors will be working overtime planting ahead of another week of 
forecasted stormy, wet weather.
The rain will also give lamb producers a boost of confidence and show 
some resistance in a market that is gradually declining, especially for store 
lambs. The New England Tablelands is traditionally a large store lamb 
breeding area which supplies a large area of NSW producers west of the 
Dividing Range. Typically the phone would be ringing hot looking for lambs 
to put on lucerne and summer crops, but it has been really quiet thus far. 
We really need a widespread front to drop a few inches of rain across 
NSW to get the lamb fatteners firing again. While ever we’re getting rain 
we can show some resistance to the lamb market as it gives us feed that 
other areas don’t have. Another thought is to shear your store lambs, it 
may not give you a better price for your sale, but it will make you one.
Rams Sales are in full swing with a number of sales completed last week. 
Clearance rates and sale averages have been back on previous years, 
but there is still plenty of interest. The Merino sales look to be less affected 
by the downturn in value in the mutton and lamb market compared to 
the terminal sire sales. If you’re in the market for a ram, whether that’s a 
merino or terminal ram, there are still a number of local sales at which I’m 
sure you’ll find a suitable purchase for your flock.
There is no doubt the horse industry is in great shape. The annual Magic 
Millions thoroughbred sale sold 782 horses from 874 catalogued for a 
whopping $294,386 average, topping at $2.7 million. The annual Nutrien 
Classic sale in Tamworth will see around 650 Australian stock horses and 
Quarter horses go under the hammer this weekend after a full week of 
campdraft competition. The values that people will be paying for a horse 
won’t be anything like the Magic Millions, it’s a hobby for them and it will 
be interesting to see if any horse can exceed last year’s top seller at 
$550,000 for a mare.
Tamworth yarded just 512 cattle on Monday in what has been described 
as a firm to dearer market due to the low number of cattle yarded. All 
categories saw small rises; cows saw the biggest increase by 10c/kg 
and sold to a top of 300c/kg. Wagga yarded 1,500 cattle with lightweight 
steers, feeder steers and heavy cattle suitable to process all seeing price 
increases. Feeder steer sold to 414c/kg, heavy bullocks out to 372c/kg 
while cows topped at 310c/kg. The Tamworth sheep and lamb market 
yarded 4,000 head with stores selling to a cheaper trend of $70 – $90/hd, 
mutton down $5-10/hd on the previous week.
The annual Walcha Races are set to run this Friday 3 February which is 
always a great day out for the local community. Saturday is a real family 
day, with a foot race on the cards for the kids – make sure you all head 
along and support this local event.

By SIMON NEWTON

•	Uniquely Soft & Stylish
•	No Mulesing
•	High Tops Low Culls

•	Top Worm Resistance
•	High Profitability
•	Excellent Value

ON-PROPERTY RAM SALE

62 RAMS
THURS 9 FEB 2023 - 1PM

754 Table Top Road, Walcha

ED & KAREN BLOMFIELD 0409 608 697
ROB & KATRINA BLOMFIELD 0409 779 189

Email: ed.karen@karori.com.au
Email: katrina@karori.com.au

www.karori.com.au

	To Jim Nivison for all the work he does for the Races and at the 
racecourse.

	To owners of dogs walking on the footpaths who don’t pick up their 
mess. We don’t want to step in it, so please carry a bag with you.

	To the confusing speed limit signage on the Walcha to Uralla Road!! 
How is anyone meant to know how fast they should be travelling?  

	To the state of Aberbaldie Road.

Contributions will be received in person, by phone or email  
and must be accompanied by your name and contact details. 
They will be printed at the discretion of the editor.
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Walcha Races this weekend!

Nutrien Boulton’s Walcha  ■   3n Derby Street Walcha   ■   6777 2044 

Stock and Property Watch 
www.nutrienharcourts.com.au

Enquiries to Peta Carter
0407 350 781

VACANT 
BLOCK

OF LAND

$125,000

From Jim Nivison, President
The Walcha Cup race meeting will take place this Friday and Saturday at 
the picturesque Walcha racecourse. The racecourse and surrounds look 
fantastic thanks to the hard work of the committee, a special mention to 
Bill Fletcher and Brian Hoad for the huge hours that they have put in over 
the last couple of months. 
The Walcha Jockey Club and Walcha Races Social committees are 
confident of a huge two-day carnival. If the weather gods are favourable 
this week the track should be in ideal condition for a competitive meeting.
Racing NSW has allocated Walcha a Showcase meeting which offers 
increased prizemoney with a total pool of $285,000 on Friday.  We 
should see some quality fields for our eight races on Friday with this 
increased prizemoney.
Long term supporters of the meeting, Elders Rural Services, have 
remained the 2023 Walcha Cup sponsors, the prize money for the 
cup is $45,000 which is remarkable for a once-a-year race club. The 
prestigious Ron Martin Memorial Maiden Handicap will be sponsored 
again this year by Martin’s Lime, with the trophies kindly donated by 
the Martin family. Prize money for this event is $40,000 which makes it 
one of the richest maidens in the region. Thank you to all our valuable 
sponsors as without their support the club would not be able to have 
such a two day carnival.
The Walcha Carrying Company Fashions in the Field event at the races 
will again be the social highlight of Friday’s race day. There are some 
fantastic prizes for both the ladies and gents, with Best Dressed Lady 
and Runner Up, as well as Best Dressed Gent and Runner Up to be 
awarded on the hill during the afternoon.  Judges will be in the crowd 
from 2pm to 3pm handing cards to finalists, so dress up if you would like 
to be in contention.  
Also there is Friends and Members Marquee with fantastic catering 

by Swan Fine Foods. Tickets are $110 and include a private marquee 
area, delicious lunch, drink on arrival, undercover cocktail seating, live 
TV broadcast and a race book.  This is the perfect way to kick off the 
year with friends, with tickets for the marquee only available online at 
walchacup2023.eventbrite.com.au
The Lions Club will operate the bar and Rotary are again serving the 
patrons with their delicious steak sandwiches and other culinary delights.  
Saturday will see the popular foot race, with kids races down the track 
again this year.  The kids will line up at 12.30pm for their races, and the 
One Mile foot race will go under the starter’s gun after the first horse 
race.  Thanks to Lance Partridge and Steven Eveleigh for organising 
this, and to Betts Transport for their generous sponsorship.  
The Walcha Jockey Club committee is excited about hosting the 2023 
race meeting as it is such a major event on the town’s calendar. 
Finally, I would like to thank the committee for its time and commitment 
to the club. The committee looks forward to seeing the people of Walcha 
at the course to support our meeting, as we are sure you will all have a 
fantastic time.
Nominations are fantastic with 151 on Friday and 70 on Saturday. 
Trainers from all over NSW have nominated horses. Horses will travel 
from Newcastle, Central Coast, Mid North Coast, Far North Coast, 
Hunter, Central West and North West regions. This is a testament to the 
great prize money and the superb track surface that trainers are willing 
to travel long distances to Walcha to attend the annual meeting.
General admission tickets will be available at the gate both days, and 
entry is free for children on Saturday.  However, if you would like to save 
time at the gate and assist with catering, the committee recommends 
purchasing tickets online at walchacup2023.eventbrite.com.au

See page 7 for information on Walcha Races annual Foot Race.

Are you looking for that 
special block of land. 

This vacant block of land 
has a northerly outlook.

A favourable area of Walcha 
township with magnificent views.
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2023 AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS

A huge crowd gathered at McHattan Park to celebrate Australia Day. 
The theme this year was ‘We’re all part of the story’, with Australia 
Day Ambassador Jacinta Tynan encouraging us all to find time to 
give back to our community.  “We are very lucky in this country, and it 
is vital we mentor the young and give back. We all have spare time,” 
she said. “If we help others it gives our life a sense of purpose.”
Jacinta has been an Ambassador for 14 years on and off and 
loves to escape Sydney and get a taste of the community spirit in 
the country as a part of the program. “This is very rare in the city 
and I really enjoy getting to know members of the community as an 

Australia Day Ambassador.”
Member for Northern Tablelands, Adam Marshall re-iterated 
Jacinta’s comments. “One in three people living in Australia now 
were not born here. This is a great endorsement of how great our 
country is, that they have chosen to come and live here.”

Pictured above from left to right: Jasmine Lynch, Mayor Eric Noakes, Kim 
Barnett, Australia Day Ambassador Jacinta Tynan, Andy Burwell, Member 
for Northern Tablelands Adam Marshall, Karen Barnes, seated Wally Foster, 
Austin Scrivener, Bill Heazlett and Blaine Cooney.

Citizen of the Year
Bill Heazlett
Bill has been an active and helpful community 
member for almost 60 years. Teacher at 
Walcha Central School over 30 years, a 
Councillor on Walcha Council of over 30 years 
and Mayor for 12 years. Committed to the 
Community, anyone over 40 in Walcha was 
mentored or taught by Bill. He has always put 
the community first in his dealings in Council 
and as Mayor of Walcha. 
Bill has been on many volunteer Community 
Committees – Library, Historical Society, 
Community Consultative Committee, Australia 
Day Committee, involved in and supports the 
Walcha Golf Club. He regularly visits Walcha 
Hospital and Riverview to give comfort and 
support to the patients and residents. 
A person who puts people first, shows 
selflessness, compassion, and empathy.

Junior Citizen of the Year
Jasmine Lynch
In February 2022  Jasmine decided to raise 
funds for sick kids as part of the ‘Starlight 
Foundation’s Super Swim Challenge’. She 
set herself an initial goal of swimming 28kms 
over 28 days and hoped to raise $100. By the 
end of February, Jasmine had well and truly 
surpassed their goals. She swam 50kms over 
the 28 days and raised an impressive $3,000 to 
help the Starlight Foundation bring happiness 
to the lives of sick kids and their families. 
Jasmine is a role model to young people in 
Walcha and is well respected by teachers and 
peers at Walcha Central School. Jasmine is a 
shining example of how a young person can 
achieve and surpass their goals when they 
put in the time, hard work and commitment 
required.

Event of the Year
Friends of Walcha Motorcycle Rally
The award this year went to an event that was 
supported by numerous volunteers, including 
those who worked on the advisory committee, 
local community members and volunteers 
from around the area. These friends assisted 
in providing the workforce to help reduce 
costs to Council who sponsored the event. 
In doing so they helped increase tourism for 
local businesses, showcased Walcha as a 
tourist destination and ensured the event ran 
smoothly. It’s estimated that approximately 
70 local community members as well as 
enthusiasts from other towns came together to 
support this event. Volunteers from the service 
clubs of Rotary, Lions and Quota, as well as 
other Walcha locals were involved in a number 
of activities. The event was successful, with 
lots of positive feedback and returned a profit to 
Council after only its second year of operation.
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We are back for 2023 and are
taking orders today! 

 
Our Quarry Products are perfect
for rural roads that have been

waiting for you to fix.
 

We also supply for highways,
construction jobs, gravel roads,

unspec and spec materials.
 

We have a variety of products
that will suit your every need: 

big rocks, small rocks, 
 of any size!

 
Prompt local delivery to you

 
Contact us today!

 
  Have a rock solid day!

 

 

Positions Available:

Join our Team. 
Its a rocking
workplace!!

Looking for
Excavator
operators and
Truck Drivers 

$35-50/hr

 
 
 

SELLING AGENT 
John Croake 0428 977 589

OWNERS
Paul & Sally Pittman
0429 260 600

Thursday 2nd February 2023 – 11am 
Inspections 8am at Walcha Showground

Ram 
Sale

40 
RAMS

INCLUDING
16 POLLS

Sportsperson of the Year
Austin Scrivener
Nineteen year old axeman, Austin Scrivener, won numerous ribbons and 
attained several major achievements in 2022. These included selection 
in the Australian Under 21’s Woodchopping Team, being named Captain 
of the NSW U21’s Team for a second year running and a member of the 
winning North Coast Axemen’s Assoc. team at the Sydney Royal Easter 
Show. He was awarded the Most Successful Axeman at the 2022 Sydney 
Royal and the Royal Queensland Show (Ekka), and was finalist in the 
Double Handed Sawing Championship with his brother Mitchell. While 
the majority of axemen only compete in several of the sport’s disciplines, 
Austin competes in all five, his technique is near flawless and his 
enthusiasm for woodchopping is huge. 

Junior Sportsperson of the Year
Blaine Cooney
Blaine’s numerous sporting achievements include: Swimming  – Walcha 
Central Junior Boys Champion, broke five records. PSSA Zone 10 year 
Boys 50m Freestyle, Junior Boys 50m Butterfly and 50m Breaststroke, 
and Open Boys 100m Freestyle. At the North West Regional Carnival 
Blaine competed in the Freestyle, Breaststroke, Butterfly, Backstroke and 
was a member of the Junior Boys Relay and from here attended the the 
region at State. Athletics – Walcha Central Junior Boys Champion, won 
the 100m, 200m, Long Jump, Discus and Shotput. Placed first at Zone 
in Shotput and Discus and continued his success placing first in these 
events at the North West Regional Carnival. At PSSA State Athletics 
he placed second in Discus and gained selection in the NSW team to 
compete at the School Sport Australia Track and Field Championships. 
Here he made the Discus final, placing eighth overall in Australia. 

Oldest Citizen
Wally Foster
It was a great honour for the Walcha Australia Day committee to announce 
101 year old Wally Foster as our oldest citizen. Congratulations Wally.

Pictured top left: Arizona, Stuart and Samantha Bayley. Top right: Brian and 
Ella Lynch. Bottom left: The Lions Club cooked up a storm. Right: As always, 
keeping the crowd entertained with poetry was Gordon Edmonds.
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‘BEAUFORT’
740.47Ha/1829Ac

• Rich red basalt soils
• Over 4km Nowendoc River frontage
• Large Steel cattle yards
• 3 B/R weatherboard home
• Carrying capacity 250 cows

‘THE LITTLE MOOR’
182.4Ha/450Ac

• Rich basalt soils
• Double frontage to Couatwong Ck
• Modern 3 B/R residence
• 2yo M&M Cattle yards
• Carrying capacity 80 cows

CONTACT: 
Chris Paterson  
0428 297 227

Beaufort and The Little Moor have been in the Hicks Family for over 60 years. Some of the best and 
reliable cattle country you will find. Water being a feature with river frontage and 41” annual rainfall.

AUCTION: 2PM 8TH MARCH at WALCHA VET SUPPLIES

NOWENDOC - TWO PROPERTIES
Fattening/breeding cattle country
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6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.au

  
SAM PAYNE 0428 667 404  | ANDREW BLOMFIELD 0428 667 402

RON VINCENT 0427 775 821 |  TROY DAVEY 0427 157 557REAL ESTATE  
& LIVESTOCK 6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.auFOR LATEST 

UPDATES

•	 Two bedrooms
•	 Loungeroom with gas and wood 

heating
•	 renovated kitchen
•	 Shower, new tub & toilet
•	 Lovely sunroom on northern side

•	 Fully fenced back yard 
•	 Nice BBQ area
•	 This home has no steps       

$360,000

Great location Lovely quiet street
Close to the shops •	Three bedrooms all with built-in robes

•	Kitchen with ample cupboards
•	Lounge room has wood heater
•	Bathroom with shower and tub
•	Lovely sun room on north side
•	Second toilet in laundry
•	Spacious workshop & storage area 
•	Adjoining garage with automatic door

CATCHING THE
 SUN ALL DAY 

Great Location
 Double Block

SOLD

Walcha Show 
floral workshop

As you are all aware the Walcha Show is fast 
approaching on the 10 and 11 March.
The Horticulture section is holding a ‘Workshop 
Day’ on the 11 February with Robyn Lyon being our 
mentor. If you are interested in attending please 
be in touch with Phyllis Hoy on 0439 310 844 OR 
email phylhoy@gmail.com for further details.
Phyllis Hoy

Foot Races for young 
and old this Saturday

The Open Foot Race will begin immediately 
after the first race this Saturday 4 February 
at the Walcha Racecourse. This will be after 
2.00pm, with a definite time announced 
when the race times are known closer to 
the day. 
Some participants so far are; Graeme Wall, 
Henry Williams, Ian Crawford, Sam Feltham, 
Tom and Jack Bullen, Lance Partridge and 
Steven Eveleigh. Taddy Macfarlane, Sam 
Payne, Murdoch Chawner and Tim Baumer 
are strong possibilities, with a few others 
out training. Stay tuned!  
In the Ladies division Kirralee Murphy is the 
only entrant to date.  

Don’t worry if you haven’t nominated yet 
as names will be accepted up to midday 
on Saturday. The foot race is open to all 
locals who turn 15 years of age in 2023, or 
older. To qualify as a local you must have 
lived in the district for three months.  The 
mens’ race is over 1600m and the ladies 
run 1500m.
Hopefully our previous race caller Andrew 
‘Coog’ Cross will be on hand to call the race 
in his usual creative and humorous way.  
It has been good to have the support of 
the Walcha Jockey Club and many thanks 
to Steve Eveleigh for his assistance in 
organising the foot race.  

Program of Events
Childrens Races: start 12.30pm sharp  
Opens: after first race (around 2.00pm)

•	 Preschool 2 – 4 years boys and girls 25m dash.  
Participants may be accompanied by a parent

•	 Infants School 5 – 8 years boys and girls 50m dash
•	 Primary School 9 – 12 years boys and girls 100m  
•	 Secondary (Pre-Open) 13 – 15 years boys and girls 100m 
NB: If a runner in the Secondary Pre-Open Sprint turns 15 years in the year of 
the race and are a local, they are eligible to also contest the Open Mile.

KEL PENFOLD
6766 5309     0427 667 118

•	Rural and 
Commercial Finance

•	Leasing
•	Home Loans
•	Insurance Premium 

Funding
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Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077 
Brian Smith 0427 780 216

45ft flat top ● 45ft single deck cattle float ●26mtr B Double
19mtr mini B Double ● Low Loader available for hire

Call us for  

your large  

Transport  
needs

 

Achieve the best outcome for your investment and 
retirement goals. Contact our highly qualified and 
professional financial adviser today. 

Greig Meyer is a Certified Financial Planner and 
principal of PKF Wealth based in Tamworth and 
Walcha.  For more information or to make an 
appointment contact one of our friendly staff now.  

Tamworth 

22-24 Bourke Street  

Tamworth NSW 2340 

    
Greig Meyer is an Authorised Representative of PKF Wealth TMW Pty Ltd   
                        ABN 21 154 894 130       AFSL No. 515733 

Walcha 

12 Derby Street  

Walcha NSW 2354  

    

Congratulations to our Walcha Australia Day ‘Citizen of the Year’ Bill 
Heazlett, a worthy winner after all the time and effort he has put into our 
community for many years. Bill was one of my teachers half a century ago 
and it would be interesting to know how many kids he taught during his 
lengthy teaching career in Walcha

•••
Well done also to Junior Citizen of the Year, Jasmine Lynch, 
Senior Sportsperson Austin Scrivener and Junior Sportsperson 
Blaine Cooney who were rewarded for their outstanding performances 
throughout the past year. A big pat on the back to the ‘Friends of the 
Motor Cycle Rally’ who were judged community group of the year. 
Congratulations to former Walcha Resident Ellie Jarman on taking out the 
Manilla ‘Young Citizen of the Year’.

•••
Best of luck to Walcha Jockey Club President Jim Nivison and his hard 
working committee preparing for their annual two day race meeting this 
weekend. Tickets can be purchased at the gate this year making it easier 
for those who have trouble going online. If you are going to have a punt 
hopefully you can back a winner or three but as the old saying goes - 
‘Gamble Responsibly’.

•••
The Canberra Raiders recently named their Harold Matthews training 
squad and one of the players on the list was Thomas Handsaker from 
the Goulburn Stockman Club. Young Tom is the son of Gary Handsaker 
who was a member of the Walcha Roos U/18 Premiership winning team 
that took out the Group 19 title in 1987. There will be little doubt that 
Tom’s grandmother Sue Handsaker and his Great Uncle Allan Bull will be 
keeping an eye on how the youngsters career unfolds.

•••
My much better half Linda gifted me a razor for Christmas and up until 
recently I hadn’t given it a maiden run. When I finally did use it I was 
thinking this has to be the smoothest razor I have ever experienced up 
until I noticed it wasn’t removing much facial hair. That all changed when 
a blade was added which certainly improved the performance of the 
razor. Just remember I didn’t have to tell you that but as I explained to 
editor Anthea, if you are going to give it to someone else, taking a bit back 
‘oneself’ is a prerequisite.

•••
Word has it that corner of Lagoon and North Street resident Narelle 
Gehrke was in charge of looking after the pets belonging to her son Mark 
Swift and his family while they were away for a few days. No real dramas 
until it came to the goldfish and how much water they should have to drink. 
A quick phone to her husband Jimmy who suggested it probably wouldn’t 
matter much as long as they had some H2O in the fish tank. Well enough 
to cover them over anyway. 

•••
At the end of last week half a dozen Walcha golfers travelled to Tenterfield 
for their annual three days of golf commencing with a stableford round 
on Thursday played in conjunction with a skins competition. Perc Berry 
racked up 38 points to run out the winner and also collected some cash 
in the skins as did Billy Fletcher along with the ring-ins Bob Denniss and 
Dean Sharpe. 

•••
Fresh off a recent winning score of 41 points here at home Willy 
Brennan didn’t enjoy his first round where he managed to muster just 19 
points. He did come good though to win on the third day with -3. Col Berry, 
Barry Hoad and Peter Norbury were the other three Walcha players.  

•••
The Tenterfield Show was on last weekend and included a fireworks 
display which could be seen from the Golf Club where the boys were 
bunkered down. After a few beverages at the end of the day there were 
plenty of ‘Oohs’ and Aaahs’ as the fireworks exploded, and although 
‘Granite’ Norbury had viewed the display, when asked the next day if 
he enjoyed the light show he replied “What fireworks? I didn’t see any 
fireworks” – or words to that effect.

with AJ Cross



Cricket
Walcha/Uralla v Guyra
Walcha/Uralla Second Grade
B MOORE run out b C Patterson......................................27
D BOYD c Boney b C Patterson........................................34
C BOYD c Lenehan b T Chard..........................................10
J GRILLS b T Chard...........................................................24
B MANSFIELD not out.........................................................1
Total 100. Extras 4. Bowling (overs/maidens/runs/wkts) C 
Patterson 9-1-5-1, A Pearson 3-0-23-0, T Chard 5-0-19-2.
Guyra
O KINNEN c Rafferty b Harper............................................7
A BONEY b  Little.................................................................4
J VARCOE c? b Little...........................................................0
A CAMERON b Little............................................................2
T CHARD b Chahal............................................................19
A PEARSON c? b Chahal..................................................21
J LENEHAN b Little............................................................32
P AHOY c? b Harper............................................................4
T LANDSBOROUGH not out...............................................0
C PATTERSON c Rafferty b Harper....................................0
I PEARSON c/b Harper.......................................................0
Total 99. Extras 10. S Little 7-1-12-4, M Harper 6-0-16-4, 
B Duncan 3-0-30-0, P Chahal 6-2-17-2, D Boyd 2-0-24-0.
Walcha/Uralla v Hillgrove
Hillgrove
H EASTWOOD c Robertson b Duncan............................19
D MOFFITT c Boyd b Little..................................................6
J MARSHALL c Boyd b Harper.........................................29
B HEAGNEY c/b Grills.......................................................22
P TOWNSEND c Robertson b Little....................................4
D WATERS c Mansfield b Grills..........................................1
I GILPATHAGE c Boyd b Grills............................................7
C RAINGER c Rafferty b Grills............................................1
B PARSONA c Grills b Boyd................................................8
R HARRIS not out................................................................2
P SINGH not out...................................................................0
Total 124. Extras 23. S Little 4-0-30-2, M Harper 4-1-12-1, 
Robinson 3-0-19-0, B Duncan 4-0-23-1, J Grills 4-0-38-4, 
D Boyd 1-0-1-1.
Walcha/Uralla
D BOYD c (wk) b Harris.......................................................7
S RAFFERTY b Harris.......................................................12
J GRILLS c Gilpathage b Sinna........................................19
B MOORE b Harris...............................................................5
C BOYD c (wk) b Harris.......................................................0
B MANSFIELD c Harris b Marshall.....................................5
S LITTLE c (wk) b Harris......................................................3
B DUNCAN c Eastwood b Sinna.........................................0
M HARPER b Sinna.............................................................5
J ROBERTSON not out.......................................................6
Total 70. Extras 14. Bowling (overs/maidens/runs/wkts) R 
Harris 3.1-1-19-5, B Parsons 2-0-11-0, P Sinna 4-0-22-3, J 
Marshall 2-1-12-1, B Heagney 1-0-5-0.
Walcha/Uralla v Guyra 3rd Grade Final
Walcha/Uralla
B JEX c (wk) b Lockyer........................................................1
N SWAN run out Lockyer.....................................................9
C STODDART c? b Purvis.................................................24
P MOONEY c? b Brown....................................................15
J MCFARLANE lbw Brown................................................31
N ENDACOTT not out..........................................................1
M TASIK b Landsborough....................................................4
C MORGAN run out.............................................................3
Total 102. A Purvis 4-0-11-1, T Lockyer 4-0-20-1, B 
Landsborough 3-0-11-1, L Foster 2-0-14-0, S Brown 2-0-7-
1, C Brennan 2-0-20-0, L Brown 3-0-17-1.
Guyra
H PURVIS c Boyd b Mooney...............................................2
J LOCKYER lbw b Mooney...............................................12
A CAMERON not out.........................................................50
C LOCKYER c C Mooney b P Mooney...............................?
S BROWN c Swan b Tasik................................................ 11
A PURVIS not out.................................................................7

Total 103. H Singh 4-0-23-0, C Mooney 4-0-12-2, N Swan 
2-0-14-0, P Mooney 4-0-18-1, J McFarlane 4-0-25-0, M 
Tasik1-0-10-1.
Walcha/Uralla v Guyra
Walcha/Uralla
J MCFARLANE c & b T Brennan .......................................7
B JEX b C Brennan..............................................................7
N ENDACOTT lbw Brown..................................................60
C MORGAN b T Lockyer.....................................................0
P MOONEY c Perret b Brown.............................................9
C MORGAN c Williams b T Lockyer...................................2
T ENDACOTT b Williams....................................................9
D BIRD b Williams................................................................4
M TASIK c Perret b Williams................................................0
W BOYD not out ..................................................................2
D MORLEY not out............................................................22
Total 140. Extras 18. T Brennan 8-1-28-1, C Brennan 4-0-6-
1, T Lockyer 4-0-14-2, L Brown 5-1-18-1, J Lockyer 4-0-18-
0, B Williams 3-0-12-3, L Foster 4-0-14-0, T Foster 4-0-19-
0, S Brown 4-0-10-1.
Guyra
C LOCKYER c Bird b Morgan...........................................12
J LOCKYER c Endacott b P Mooney..................................4
L PERRET b Tasik..............................................................43
T LOCKYER b P Mooney....................................................0
S BROWN b P Mooney.......................................................1
T BRENNAN c McFarlane b Tasik.......................................0
T FOSTER c Endacott b Bird............................................15
L FOSTER b Endacott ........................................................5
L BROWN b Mooney...........................................................0
Total 110. Bowling (overs/maidens/runs/wkts) P Mooney 
7-1-13-1, J McFarlane 7-0-33-1, M Tasik 5-0-14-2, D Bird 
5-0-18-1, C Morgan 3-0-16-0, T Endacott 3-0-15-1.
Both Walcha/Uralla teams lost their Twenty/20 finals on 
Australia Day but bounced back to win their respective 
2nd and 3rd Grade limited over matches last Saturday.
In the 3rd Grade decider Walcha/Uralla scored 6/102 
off their 20 overs. Josh McFarlane top scored with 31 
followed by Craig Stoddart 24. Opponents Guyra took 19 
overs to pass their assignment at a loss of four wickets, 
two taken by Cameron Mooney at a cost of 12 runs off his 
four overs.  In the 2nd Grade final, Hillgrove made 9/124 
after winning the toss where Walcha/Uralla bowlers Jay 
Grills 4/38, Sinclair Little 2/30, Matt Harper 1/12, Daniel 
Boyd 1/1 and Bill Duncan 1/23 were all successful. With 
just ten men Walcha/Uralla only mustered 70 runs before 
dismissed. Batsmen to reach double figures were Jay 
Grills, clobbering four bounderies on his way to 19, and 
opener Shannon Rafferty with 12.
Last Saturday the Walcha/Uralla 2nd Grade defeated 
Guyra by six wickets after dismissing their opponents 
for a modest 99 runs, in just 24 overs of their allotted 40. 
Best for Walcha/Uralla were openers Sinclair Little 4/12 
and Matt Harper 4/16 who received valuable support from 
Prince Chahal 2/17. Walcha/Uralla took 17 overs to reach 
their total of 4/100. Openers Daniel Boyd 34 and Blaine 
Moore 27 put on a partnership of 53 runs which included 
three 6’s and one 4, while Cooper Boyd hit a couple of 
boundaries in his 10 runs.

Batting after winning the toss at Uralla, the homeside 
amassed 140 runs off their 40 overs at a loss of nine 
wickets thanks mainly to a game high 60 runs by Nick 
Endacott. Next best was Zac Morley with 22, the only 
other home team batsman to reach double figures.
Struggling at 8/71 in their 21st over after losing three 
wickets in the one over, Endacott and Morley came to the 
rescue putting on a 64 run, ninth wicket partnership.
‘Player of the Match’ Peter Mooney sent down seven 
overs to capture five wickets at a cost of a miserly 13 runs.
The other wicket takers were Matt Tasik 2/14, Endacott 
1/15, Josh McFarlane 1/33 and Drew Bird 1/18.

Bowls
Results 2022 mixed pairs final: S Andrew’s and K 
Goodwin defeated D Richards and T Asmus 15 – 9. 
The new 2023 championship nomination sheets will be 
on the board soon! 
Dads Army: Four women and six men braved the heat to 
play on Thursday afternoon where a game of Triples and 
a game of Pairs were played. The Pairs between Noel 
Goodwin and Wendy Moore versus John McCormack 
and Esther Hunt ended in a 12-all draw. The Triples saw 
Barry Kliendienst, Margaret Tickle and Geoff Salt defeat 
Brian Goodwin, Katherine Smith and John Watts 9 – 8.
John and Esther won the chooks and the raffles went to 
Margaret Tickle and Kyle Goodwin.
As a Triples Carnival will be held on Thursday there will 
be no Dads Army. The Carnival will start at 9.00am for 
9.30 start. Note: Due to the Walcha Races there will be no 
Twilight Comp this Friday.

At the 19th
Waterloo Mayor, Ross King, joined forces with his wife 
Penny to win a 4BBB Stableford Medley competition for 
trophies donated by Angus and Pip Money last Sunday, 
after they accumulated 43 points. They snuck home by 
a point from Don Brooks and Jenny Lisle, Nixon Bird 
and Michael Stackman, John McCormack and Andrew 
Robertson – all on 42 points, while the remaining 
sweepstake prizes went to Doug McDonald and Rose 
Baumer to Lee and Ruth Fletcher 39 on countback from 
Bill Heazlett and Lorraine Rennie, Max Holstein and 
Crichton Barr also on 39. Sharpest shooters at the pins 
were Margaret Davidson (3) and Don Brooks (18). In 
Matchplay Kyle Goodwin defeated Drew Bird 1 up.
Manilla visitors Gary and Kathy Turner enjoyed their 
round where they racked up 35 points and will return at 
the end of April for the Vet’s Mixed Open.
Last Saturday Brian Lynch compiled a score of 16 points 
to win the weekly 9 hole event which included the N.T.P. 
on 3. Runner-up was Jenny Lisle on 15 points.
This Sunday is a Two-Person Medley Ambrose for prizes 
supplied by Brian Smith Timber Transport. The event will 
also be a men’s qualifier for the NSW Keno Competition.
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Wednesday
GENTLE YOGA
9.15am – 10.30am *longer class*
8 February to 5 April (No class 15/3)

GENERAL YOGA 
5.15pm – 6.15pm *new time*
8 February to 5 April (No class 15/3)

bookings & questions
Email:  walchayoga@gmail.com   Phone: 0448 433 746

thursday
GENERAL YOGA 
5.15pm – 6.15pm
9 February to 30 March
cost
Wednesday am 1.25hr class – 8 week term
$150, $120 concession 
Wednesday and Thursday 1hr class – 8 week term
$120, $96 concession

CASUAL PRICING (space permitting)
1.25 hour – $25, Concession $20
1 hour – $20, Concession $15

START NEXT WEEK



Work Wanted
Seeking casual employment. Spraying and 
all types of stationhand work. Phone or text 
0487 835 518. 

Positions Vacant

Apsley Riverview Walcha
We are currently recruiting for the following 
positions:
Care Workers – part time & casual
Immunisation requirements: you must have 
had both Covid shots plus a booster and the 
flu shot in order to work in an aged care facility 
in NSW.
About us – Our mission is to provide care and 
accommodation for older Australians with a 
commitment to excellence.  We care for and 
nurture the whole person and strive to enable 
our residents to live in a safe and caring 
environment.  
Would you like to opportunity to care for older 
people in your community? How about working 
in a role that is truly rewarding in a workplace 
that feels like a big family? If yes we would love 
to hear from you. 
Employment with Presbyterian Aged Care 
is subject to satisfactory background checks 
which include a National Police Check and 
reference checks.  To be successful in these 
roles you must hold valid working rights in 
Australia. 
If you would like to join our wonderful team, 
please contact Julie Blake (Facility Manager) 
or speak to our office staff for a full job 
description. 
Phone: 02 6777 4400
Email: jblake@pcnsw.org.au 

NOW HIRING
TRAINEE STORE MANAGER

Are you looking for a long-term Career?
Experienced/passionate about wool?

FOX & LILLIE RURAL are looking for a
TRAINEE STORE MANAGER 

at our Uralla Wool Store.
Training and mentoring provided.

Apply now, send a letter of application 
and resume to: caseyr@flrural.com.au

Positions Vacant (cont)
CASUAL POSITION 
FOR AN IMMEDIATE 

START
We are looking for 
someone with an outgoing, 
positive attitude, who is 
hardworking, takes initiative and is a team 
player.
We like to have fun but work hard and serve 
every customer with a smile and a little 
banter.
This is a casual role where we can tailor the 
hours to suit your commitments and only one 
Saturday per month on a rotating roster.
Retail or Hospitality experience is preferred 
but not necessary if you have the attitude to 
learn.
This is an all rounder position with the 
potential for more responsibility for the right 
person, the role includes: serving customers, 
packing orders, cash handling, restocking, 
food prep, taste testing, stocking shelves & 
being able to laugh. 
Email us at hello@thefruitshop.com.au with 
your resume and a short spiel about why 
you’d be great for our business OR pop in to 
see Al with a copy of your resume
*previous applicants need not to apply as we 
have your details on file.

Public Notices
Lorna Egli Sewing. Due to health reasons I 
can no longer take on sewing. Thank you for 
all your support.

McDonald Gas will be closed from 9 
February and re-open 20 February. No pick 
ups or deliveries during this time.

Kentucky Country Dance Revival Saturday 
11 February 7.30pm. $15 ticket at the door. 
Supper provided.

Remedial Massage Therapist. Walcha 
Physiotherapy welcome RMT Olivia Tickle 
back to their team. Tuesdays 8.30am 
– 11.30am and two Fridays per month 
8.30am to 4.30pm. Bookings from Tuesday 
14 February 2023. Certified to claim health 
funds. For appointments contact: Walcha 
Physio 6777 0011

Walcha Royal Cafe will be open for night 
dining on Friday 3 February for Walcha 
Races weekend.

Garage Sale
160n Angle St, Walcha 11 February 8am – 
1pm. Household goods, tools and furniture.

Meetings
Walcha Garden Club Meeting Friday 10 
February commencing at 9.30am with morning 
tea at Roy and Coral Westfold’s garden 113E 
North St Walcha, followed by our meeting and 
lunch at Peter and Vicki McIvor’s garden, 51n 
Middle St, Walcha. BYO chair, cup and lunch. 
Enquiries: D Bazeley 0403 464 865, D Lisle 
0429 799 083. New members welcome.

For Sale
Oats  Nile: 99.9% purity - 94% germination. 
1 tonne bulk bags $750 + GST. Phone Mick 
Lisle  0429 772 564

Layer pullets. All breeds. 20 wks. Delivered 
Friday 17/2/23. Phone Jim 0428 194 105

For Rent
3 Bedroom cottage. References essential. 
Phone 0429 772 512

Shop/office space available in Fitzroy 
Street, Walcha. Phone 0429 772 512 
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DISCLAIMER LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are 
submitted on the condition that The Walcha Telecottage 
as the publisher of The Apsley Advocate may edit and 
has the right to, and license third parties to reproduce 
in electronic form and communicate these letters. 
They are published at the discretion of the Editor and 
Board. The Apsley Advocate is printed by The Walcha 
Telecottage, PO Box 116 Walcha NSW 2354. Phone 
6777  1111 Fax 6777  1112. The Walcha Technology 
Co Operative Limited, the Editor and Staff of this 
Newspaper have published any article here-in in good 
faith and bear no responsibility in respect to the accuracy 
of the information contained in such article. Any person 
or persons publishing material in this Newspaper do so 
in the knowledge that they shall personally accept any 
responsibility for the accuracy and other correctness 
of such articles and also accept full responsibility for 
the legal consequences if it be found that the article 
contains any inaccuracies in the contents of any such 
articles. DEADLINE MONDAY 4.30PM  Editor: Anthea 
Macpherson. Advertising and Sport: Rosalie Gibson, 
Megan Scrivener and Sue Jackson. 

ANGLICAN
7.30am Holy Communion
10am Family Service and Kids Club
All welcome. Phone 6777 2543 or email: 
walchaanglican@gmail.com
PRESBYTERIAN 
Walcha Sunday 9.30am. 
All welcome. Phone 6777 2539.
CATHOLIC  
Sunday 10:00am Mass.
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Highly qualified and  
experienced plumber
All aspects of Plumbing  
and Gas Fitting
Wood heater installation
Roofing and Guttering 
Gold Licence No 59555C

Nick 0418 691 306
nickmoore203@yahoo.com.au
Katy 0422 034 660

Nick Moore  
PLUMBING &  
EXCAVATION SERVICES

JAMES – 0488 020 762 (7 Days)

SERVICE + REPAIR
•	Mowers
•	Chainsaws
•	Ride-ons
•	Pumps
•	Whipper snippers
•	Chain Sharpening
•	Bar Dressing

NOW SELLING
•	New 30 & 40 Tonne 

Petrol Hydraulic
 WOOD SPLITTERS
From $3100 delivered

•	Chainsaw chain

ALL 
TYPES

TRU BLU 
RECYCLING

TRUSTED LOCAL OPERATOR 
FOR OVER 15 YEARS
Mark 0412 310 650

Cash 
for

Cars & trucks
any condition

STORAGE  CENTRE   
WALCHA

20’ Containers available for rent $35 pw + GST
Secure Undercover parking for cars,  

vans etc $15  pw +GST

ANGUS 0427 787 332

A G W 
RURAL CONTRACTING

GPS Equipped boom spraying
Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748

Andrew: 0427 549 748
Toni: 0421 972 354

Scott Kermode
0427 100 889

services TTREETOPREETOP  

Tree lopping
Tree removal
Truck & chipper
Bobcat
Post hole digger
Trencher 
Woolshed cleaning
Stockyard cleaning 

treetopservices@bigpond.com

PATRICK STACE – WALCHA
Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595

CHIROPRACTOR
K Samantha Goor

B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq) 
Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am 

6777 1340

ANGUS 
CRAWFORD 
PLUMBING
0407 192 192
A_C_P@outlook.com
Licence. 313605C

SELF STORAGE 
NORTH STREET – WALCHA
Various sized sheds

security fenced
67773899 0428 653 307

0429 608 409

Delivering
 Tamworth – Walcha

 

  PACIFIC TILING
WALL & FLOOR TILING 

WATERPROOFING
0419 972 129

 Email: jake.kerby@hotmail.com 
ABN: 76781656814   Licence no: 335540c

  JK

M L MASSAGE
THERAPY

Mobile
treatments 

available

Remedial and Sport Massage
maddie Lance

Tues to Fri 9am - 6:30pm

0432 635 994

•	AIR CONDITIONING &  
ELECTRICAL

•	Domestic & Commercial
•	Split system specialists

SPLITZAIRSPLITZAIR

Dave 0438 007 275 Lic. 182154c

WALCHA

ENGINEERING
John Wall 

•  Stock floats  •  Feeders •  Sheep & cattle 
yards • Steel framed sheds & mobile welding

6778 0588  •  0428 778 087

PAINTERS
R & J Glanford 

M. 0413 943 885
P. 6778 3265 

Lic no. R97271

Brendan Blake CPA 
 10W Hamilton St Walcha  

Tel.: 02 6778 0054   
Fax: 02 6778 0035

Email: ats@ozemail.com.au

New England Accounting  
& Taxation Services Pty Ltd 

Specialising in:

	� Accounting, Business & Taxation 
Services 

	� BAS & IAS Preparation & Lodgement
	� Bookkeeping & Secretarial Services

New England Accounting & 
Taxation Services Pty Ltd is 
a CPA Practice



Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport  
Jason 0427 490 487

A FULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT & EARTHMOVING
 COMMERCIAL WATER CARTING

Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, road building, 
site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.

 02 6777 2024   marchantbros@bigpond.com 
www.marchantbros.com.au

E
s
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0
0
0

Check out our website for the full range of machinery,  
attachments and services available

ORGANIC, LOW SMOKE, HIGH HEAT. 
Beat the climate change, order now

DELIVERING 
DELIVERING 

SPLIT SPLIT 
FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

NOW DELIVERING

ALL ASPECTS OF RURAL, COMMERCIAL & CIVIL  WORKS 

••  Freight & Transport •• Machinery Float •• Stick Raking  

•• Road construction and maintenance •• Trenching  

•• General Earthworks •• Drilling •• Mulching   

•• Dam maintenance and construction  

••Erosion Control  ••Site Preparation •• Electrical Works    

Ian Notley 04188 29188 ⚫⚫ Mark Notley 0422 637 686 
www.eteservices.com.au  

FFOORR  AALLLL  YYOOUURR  EEAARRTTHHWWOORRKKSS  
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WALCHA

Do you live in Walcha Shire?  If so you MUST be a member to enter the Club 
Social Membership ...... $15 – Full Membership $105. PHONE 6777 2077

members members 
drawdraw
$200
YOU MUST BE A MEMBER FOR YOU MUST BE A MEMBER FOR 

2023/2024 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN2023/2024 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN

Monday – Wednesday 4pm – Close

Thursday 2 12.00pm – Close
CALCUTTA TICKETS FOR SALE 
ALL DAY $2.00
Triples carnival 9am to 3.30pm 
Calcutta drawn at 8pm

Friday 3 2.00pm – Close

2.00pm Bingo 
NO TWILIGHT BOWLS
6.00pm6.00pm Bistro–  Bistro– selected menu only 
6.00pm6.00pm Tickets available for raffles Tickets available for raffles
7.30pm 7.30pm Free Bingo Free Bingo 
8.00pm 8.00pm Raffles drawn & Members DrawRaffles drawn & Members Draw

Saturday 4 11.00am – Close

6.00pm6.00pm Bistro Bistro

Sunday 5  11.00am – Close

12.00pm 12.00pm Bistro openBistro open
Children U/10 kids meal free with adult Children U/10 kids meal free with adult 
order order 
12.00pm 12.00pm Meat, fruit & veg raffles Meat, fruit & veg raffles 
DRAWN FEB 2ND AT THE CLUBDRAWN FEB 2ND AT THE CLUB

TOM’S COCKTAIL

WALCHA RACES
CALCUTTA TICKETS

FOR SALE THURSDAY 
2 FEBRUARY AT THE CLUB.

Wayne Hoy: 0427 281 060 
Matthew Hoy: 0427 322 640 
Aaron Bullen: 0409 776 340

• Komatsu PC300 Excavator

• Cat 324 Excavator

• Cat D6N Dozer

• 2000ltr Quikspray Trailers

• Casotti’s

•  4 x4 Tip Truck

EXCAVATING
EARTHMOVING

SPRAYING
SOWING

GPS & Auto Steer Equipped
•  	4x4 Trucks & Boomsprays 

Full auto Rate Control 
GPS & Autosteer

•  4x4 Tractors GPS Equipped 
20 & 24 disc Williams Seeders 

•  Fencing & Rural Contracting


