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Guiding your journey to mental health

The legal profession, though rewarding, comes with unique challenges that can take a toll on mental 
health. Long hours, high-pressure situations, and challenging cases can increase stress, anxiety, and 
burnout. This resource aims to address common mental health concerns within the legal profession 
and provide practical strategies to enhance resilience.

Mental health is a critical issue for lawyers due to the unique stressors and demands of the legal 
profession. The following are common mental health concerns that are particularly relevant to 
lawyers.

Understanding the signs of mental health concerns is the first step toward connecting with the 
support you need. 



Common signs include

 Persistent feelings of anxiety or sadnes
 Increased irritability or mood swing
 Fatigue and difficulty sleeping


 Stress and burnou
 Anxiety and depressio
 Isolation and loneliness

 Imposter syndrom
 Compassion fatigu
 Work-life balance

1. Recognize the signs

 Reduced concentration and productivit
 Physical symptoms
 Changes in appetite or weight

Disclaimer: The content on this resource is for informational purposes only and should not be considered 
healthcare or medical advice, diagnosis, or treatment. Consult with a healthcare professional for appropriate 
support.
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2. Cultivate a self care routine

3. Focus on time management

Make self care a part of your routine as it is essential for maintaining mental health. Incorporate the 
following elements into a routine that you can engage with consistently:

Physical activity reduces stress and boosts mood. Whether it’s going to the gym for a workout/class 
or a short walk, moving your body  can make a big difference.

Regular practices of meditation, relaxation, and deep breathing can help manage stress and improve 
focus.

Schedule regular short breaks during work hours to recharge.

Prioritize tasks: Focus on high-priority tasks and delegate when possible.



Set realistic goals: Be realistic about what you can accomplish in a day or week.



Consider utilizing productivity tools and strategies: Time management apps, or strategies such 
as the Pomodoro technique can help streamline tasks and improve efficiency.

Proper nutrition supports cognitive function and emotional well-being. Aim for balanced meals and 
establish regular meal times as best as you can. Stock your workspace with healthy snacks to avoid 
reaching for less nutritious options.

A well-rested mind is better equipped to handle stress. While the number of sleep hours you are able 
to get can fluctuate due to your schedule, you can set yourself up for success by incorporating sleep 
hygiene practices and creating a sleep routine for yourself. Consider setting up a comfortable 
environment for rest in your bedroom, limit caffeine, sugar, and screen time especially towards your 
bedtime. If you find yourself waking up during the night, try to get out of bed if you cannot fall asleep 
again within 20 minutes. Have a snack, try a breathing exercise, or listen to some soothing music and 
return to your bed only when feeling sleepy.

Exercise

Focus on nutrition

Practice sleep hygiene 

Practice mindfulness 

Take breaks
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4. Notice your mindset - fixed or growth? 

5. Seeking Support

How you interpret events influences your ability to manage stress and problem solve. The growth 
mindset is based on the belief that your basic qualities and abilities are things that you can cultivate 
through your efforts, strategies, and help from other people. The fixed mindset has the opposite 
position, where your attributes and abilities are unchangeable. 

Support can come from many different places whether they are your personal network, peer groups, 
or professionals. Seriously consider accessing professional mental health supports should you 
notice situations such as

 Prolonged and intense emotional distress that is impairing your daily functionin
 prolonged lack of engagement with activities of daily living such as showering, eating, 

sleeping
 intense difficulty with decision making, constant feeling of overwhel
 past experiences with trauma or loss resurfacing and intensifyin

 Difficulty coping and negative thoughts patterns regarding the future and/or reduced ability to 
keep yourself saf

 Increased problematic coping behaviours such as substance use, risky activities, and/or 
disordered eating



Remember that seeking support and taking care of your mental health is a sign of strength, not 
weakness. 

 

Negative thoughts are common when we experience high stress. Try to challenge negative 
thoughts when you notice them in your thought content by using evidence-based thinking, like the 
growth mindset vs a fixed mindset. Ask yourself if the thoughts are based on facts or 
assumptions.


 Further reading: Mindset: The New Psychology of Success by Carol Dweck, Ph.D
 Dr. Carol Dweck is one of the worlds leading researchers on human motivation and has 

produced breakthrough research on the fixed mindset vs growth mindset 

The belief that cherished qualities and abilities can be cultivated develops a passion for learning.

Under the growth mindset, effort is the vehicle by which you develop yourself and achieve your 
goals. Effort is the prerequisite for growth: it should be expected, along with asking others for help.



With the growth mindset, failure is not revealing your deficiencies but is rather perceived as the 
feedback you need to develop yourself.



Research finds that simply learning about the growth mindset can mobilize us for meeting 
challenges with perseverance. However it takes time. Your old, fixed, beliefs don't just evaporate. 
Change takes time but as you continue to act upon growth beliefs, this mindset will get stronger.

How does this belief manifest in your life? 

Further reading


