
So what’s so Different about College? 



Secondary Education - high school
 
Postsecondary Education - College 



Required to:

Make all programs and services physically 
accessible to all students • Provide auxiliary 
aids, notetakers, and appropriate equipment 
to ensure the participation of students with 
disabilities in college classes and activities • 
Accommodate the academic participation of 
qualified students with disabilities in college 
classes and activities 

Postsecondary institutions...

Not Required to: 
Provide specific auxiliary aids as long as the 
college provides a method of assistance that 
allows equal opportunity • Provide academic 
modifications if these modifications would 
fundamentally alter the nature of the course or 
program or place undue burden on the institution 
• Lower admission criteria for applicants with 
disabilities • Diagnose a disability or conduct 
testing and assessment of learning difficulties, 
physical, or mental impairments • Provide 
personal attendants • Provide personal or private 
tutors • Prepare “Individualized Education 
Programs” (IEP’s)
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What does it really  
mean to Advocate 

for myself? 
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I visit the Student 
Support Office to 
apply for 
accommodations. 

I know who to go 

to when I need 

assistance. 

I will talk to my 
professors about 
the accommodations 
I am to receive.  

I will arrange for 
my own 
accommodations.  



High School College  
Legal Differences  



High School College  
Documentation  



High School College  
Self-Advocacy   



High School College  
What’s Different in Class?



High School College  
Role of Your Parents



High School College  
Your Role
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● Know what documentation you will need from high school 
and get it before you graduate

● Go to the special services office before you start 
college to start getting your needs in order

● Don’t be shy about it - understand your disability and 
your academic needs related to your disability

● Be ready to study more and stay more organized than 
you ever thought you would, a lot more

● Know that you will have to be an adult and take 
control of your college decisions

Takeaways



Be more of who you truly are. You 
will make friends being yourself, not 
the shadow of someone else

Study, study, study, STUDY ! 
-Time management skills help .. 
A LOT 

Love and accept yourself for who 
you are, who you will be, and what 
you will become in the future

I would advise the students at 
my old high school to study 
and really work hard because 
when you get to college the 
work level is doubled

become very familiar with your 
teachers because in college you 
will need their help

I would tell myself not to procrastinate 
as long as I had in high school. I would 
also tell myself to get started right 
away and get myself prepared ahead of 
time 

Form a study group

Ensure that you take plenty of notes 
in class, you never know what the 
professor will cover on the test

When it comes 
to college, it is 
all about 
managing your 
time and 
having 
priorities

Whatever you do DO NOT I 
repeat DO NOT procrastinate

always be yourself

Choose a place where YOU feel most at 
home. Use campus resources and don't 
be shy, college life is full of surprises, 
friendships, and opportunities waiting to 
happen

Words of Wisdom...From some WinThrop Students...

https://www.unigo.com/colleges/winthrop-university/reviews/what-should-ever
y-freshman-at-your-school-know-before-they-start?paged=2


