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Scotiabank Affordable 
Housing Summit 2023 
 

For the last couple of years Scotiabank has been 
hosting Affordable Housing summits. These two-
day events bring together key stakeholders, all 
levels of government, developers, builders, not-
for-profits, indigenous groups, corporations, and 
academics- to discuss ideas and showcase 
successes and solutions that can have a 
meaningful impact toward closing the affordable 
housing gap in Canada. 

“Addressing broad-
based housing 

affordability challenges 
remains as urgent as 

ever” 

Rebekah Young, VP & Head of Inclusion and 
Resilience Economics at Scotiabank 

Experts attending these summits cover public 
policy, demographic trends, capital markets, and 
the urgent need for innovation. Through this 
collaboration, stakeholders try to address the 
critical economic and social issues of our 
country.  

This year, I have been asked to actively 
participate, as one of the speakers and panelists 
within the scope of Indigenous and Northern 
Housing Opportunities. Joining our panelist team; 
were Ms. Joy Cramer, CEO and Ms. Jennifer 
Moore Rattray, COO of Southern Chief’s 
Organization in Winnipeg, who are undertaking a 
290 affordable housing project and Mr. Clarence 
Synard, President/CEO of NNC Investment 
Group from Nunavut, who is involved in several 
housing projects.  

Live screen shot of the virtual conference 

We want to thank the Scotiabank team for being 
an active participant in the ongoing discussion 
about housing affordability and supply in 
Canada. As a dedicated financial institution, it is 
clear how these folks align with Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation to transform 
affordability across the country.  

This year there were over 1400 registrants 
(41% from various levels of government), 

over 421 various organizations representing 
over 13 countries! 
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I was proud to represent AVENS, our current 
affordable housing Pavilion project, and the NWT 
at this recent conference. We hope that through 
national (and international) collaboration with our 
local stakeholders we can have a positive 
influence in other regions in Canada by them 
seeing the great things we are doing right here in 
our own backyard.  

 

 

Supportive Pathway 
Training 2023 
 
 
We are very fortunate at AVENS to have such 
dedicated and educated staff who challenge and 
better themselves to educate others. This is truly 
marvelous to see in action.  
 
As we have been showcasing in the last couple 
of newsletters, AVENS has been undertaking a 
very aggressive training matrix for our staff.  
 

 
Supportive Pathways January 23rd- 24th, 2023 

Today, I want to thank our Clinical Coordinator, 
Dina Van Delft and Supportive Pathway 
instructor for certifying our newest Supportive 
Pathway instructor, RCTL, Ashlie Forget with a 
recent offering of Supportive Pathway’s to a 
number of our staff. 
 

 
(L to R) Clinical Coordinator, Dina Van Delft 
certifying our newest Supportive Pathway 
instructor, NTCL, Ashlie Forget 

 
The Carewest Supportive Pathways  program 
was developed to meet the specific needs of 
residents living with dementia in long term care. 
This is a hands-on practical training program for 
health care staff that focuses on a behavioral 
management  approach.  
 
We want thank our newest Support Pathways 
instructor, RCTL, Ashlie Forget for putting in the 
extra time to acquire this certification level. 
Congrats! 
 
 

Look Who Is New On 
AVENS Campus 
 

AVENS has a number of cool and interesting 
staff and students who are making a difference 
for our residents. Let’s take a moment to see who 
is new on our AVENS campus! 
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Crystal Walsh 
 

                
 

Crystal is from Yellowknife and she brings with 
her a wealth of experience in nursing to AVENS. 
As a former graduate of Athabasca Univeristy 
Mount Royal College and most recenlty 
completing her Masters in Nursing (Generalist 
Stream from Athabasca University) Crystal will 
be a valuable asset to our RCTL casual pool of 
nursing experts on our floor. Crystal also works 
at Stanton Hospital, so her ability to bridge our 
servcie model with advanced care will no doubt 
have a positve affect on our residents health 
outcomes. Thanks for for joining us Crystal, all 
the best! 
 

Jenna Conrad 
 

                  

Jenna has recently joined our Recreation Team, 
as a casual recreation assistant. She is no 
stranger to customer service and knowing the 
importance of listening to people. She has the 
uncanny ability to understand people and 
decipher what makes them happy. Jenna has 
already proven herself to be a valuable asset to 
the Recreation Team. Interesting fact is that prior 
to joining our AVENS Recreation Team, Jenna 
did some volunteering with us and this prompted 
her to join us as an employee! That is very cool 
to hear! Welcome aboard Jenna! 
 

Dashsa Basargina  
 

             
 

Dasha is a 4th year nursing student at Aurora 
College via the University of Victoria. She will be 
working on a nursing rotation at AVENS until the 
end of March. She will be working directly with 
our Care Team on a variety of projects. Dasha 
recently attendted our Supportive Pathway 
training course and really liked it. We look 
forward to Dasha’s continued learning with us 
and we hope that AVENS provides her the tools 
she needs to make her the best nurse she can 
be. Thanks for choosing AVENS Dasha for your 
training, all the best! 
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AVENS Pavilion Tour 
January 2023 
 
From the boardroom to the construction site 
itself, some members of the Development 
Committee alongside some of AVENS 
Operations Team got  a chance to get up and 
personal with the Pavlion project.  
 

  
Development Committee meeting in the AVENS 
Boardroom January 25, 2023 

 
Not the coldest day in January, but cold enough 
that it required some warm clothing armed with 
proper PPE.  It’s always exciting to see the 
progress of the building construction. 
 

  
(L to R) Development Committee member Kelly 
Hayden and Fireside Project Manager, Thomas 
Milan 

  
(L to R) AVENS Care Manager, Sandra Walsh and 
Director of HR/OHS, Lindsey Dwojak, Nahanni 
Project Manager, David LeBlanc in the B wing 

 
 

 
(L to R) Care Manager, Sandra Walsh, Director of 
HR/OHS, Lindsey Dwojak, and Pres/CEO, Daryl 
Dolynny at the entrance of the AVENS Pavilion 


