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AVENS Nominated For 
Three Yellowknife 
Business Awards In 
2022 
 

The Yellowknife Chamber of Commerce serves 
the Yellowknife business community through 
strong advocacy, facilitating networking and 
educational opportunities, promoting local 
business, and providing savings or services for 
their membership.  

AVENS is a member of the Yellowknife Chamber 
of Commerce. 

The reward for 
work well done 

is the 
opportunity to 

do more 

Jonas Salk 

The Yellowknife Chamber of Commerce sees 
itself as a leader to provide continued 
improvement and the ongoing development of a 
strong business community. As their mission 
dictates, this is all done to support a diversified 
economy and provide all of us sustainable 
growth.  

One of the prestige events sponsored by the 
Yellowknife Chamber of Commerce is their 
Annual Business Awards Gala, which this year is 
being hosted on October 21st, 2022.  

 

With much astonishment, AVENS received 
official word on October 11th, 2022 that we were 
on the 2022 nominees short list in three business 
award categories: 

Large Business of the Year Award- The 
Corporate Business of the Year Award is 
presented to a corporation with 21 or more 
employees who has demonstrated significant 
business achievement, financial growth, service 
excellence and involvement in our community 

Community Impact Award- The Community 
Impact Award is given to the business whose 
owners or employees have demonstrated a 
commitment to community involvement by 
participating in community groups (charitable, 
not-for-profit, business, or professional 
associations), and whose community work or 
initiatives have improved the life for their fellow 
citizens 
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Workplace Health and Safety Award- The 
Workplace Health and Safety Award recognizes 
an organization that has shown leadership 
through its commitment to improving its health 
and safety management practices or 
implemented a new, unique idea to create a 
safer, healthier work environment. The 
organization must not be currently prosecuted or 
investigated for prosecution, for a violation under 
the NWT Occupational Health and Safety 
Legislation. All safety management and practices 
must be in compliance with the NWT 
Occupational Health and Safety Act, Regulation 
and Code. 

Whether AVENS wins or losses these award 
categories is not what drives us everyday. Of 
course, its an honour to be shortlisted by your 
peers, but we do our job because of our shared 
values and beliefs for the seniors we care for. It 
is our Seniors who drive our strength and 
resolve. They are the true champions; we are 
merely servants along their path.  

We will keep you posted along this journey, but 
for now, congratulations to our entire AVENS 
Team for being nominated and shortlisted and to 
all our Yellowknife businesses that make up this 
incredible community. 

 

International 
Housekeepers Week 
 

Held every year during the second week of 
September we celebrate International 
Housekeepers and Environmental Services 
Week.  

This is a week dedicated to recognizing the 
efforts of hard-working custodial staff members. 
During the last two years of our global pandemic, 

we have seen these unsung heroes on the front 
lines keeping AVENS clean and safe.

This year under the stewardship of the Director of 
Operations, Steven Nicholas, and Housekeeping 
Supervisor, Randie Salaveria, AVENS was proud 
to host a dinner in honour of these unsung 
heroes.  

We are extremely proud of our Housekeeping 
Team and want to pause for a moment to say 
“Thank you” for all your efforts.  

A lunch time thank you! 
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The hard-working Housekeeping Team enjoying a 
special dinner in their honour 

 

(L to R) Director of Operations, Steven Nicholas, 
and Housekeeping Supervisor, Randie Salaveria 
passing out the cake 

Meet Our Newest Board 
Member John Hazenberg 
 

At our recent AGM on September 22nd, 2022, 
AVENS was honoured to accept two new 
AVENS Board volunteer members. We did 
showcase, Colleen Wellborn in an earlier edition, 
therefore, this week it gives me great pleasure to 
introduce, John Hazenberg. 

 

John Hazenberg, AVENS Board Member 

John has a Masters in Business Administration 
(MBA) with majors in Marketing and Accounting. 
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He also served with the Canadian Armed Forces, 
retiring in 2010 with the rank of Captain. 

John has served in many Northern roles during 
his tenure, here is brief summary of his 
accolades: 

• Municipal Inspector of the Town of 
Norman Wells.  

• Various reporting functions for the Tlicho 
Grand Chief and Assembly Members 

• Senior Administrative Officer (SA0), Tlicho 
Community of Behchoko 

• Senior Project Manager with Tlicho 
Community  

• Board member of the Council of Native 
Development Officers (CANDO) 
representing the NWT 

• Various consultant roles (Metcor Inc and 
North Salve Metis Alliance 

As you can see, John brings a vast background 
in finance, accounting, and governance to his 
new position with the AVENS Board.  

He has recently been appointed as the NEW 
Chair of our AVENS Governance Committee and 
is serving as a Board Member on the AVENS 
Finance Committee, under Matthew Spence, as 
Chair.  

 

We are excited to see John join our volunteer 
AVENS Board and we look forward to working 
with him in his various new roles.  

Welcome to the AVENS Team John! 

     

SAVE THE DATE!  

Christmas is right around 
the corner!      

 

 


