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AVENS Welcomes 
Aurora College 
President Dr. Glenda 
Vardy Dell 
 

With Covid restrictions lessening, we find 
ourselves starting to see people in person again. 
On April 4th, 2022, Dr. Glenda VardyDell was 
appointed President of Aurora College, and this 
was the first time we could officially welcome her 
into this new roll.  

I had the chance to sit down with Glenda to chat 
about AVENS and Aurora College on Monday 
June 6th, 2022.  

“Education is the 
most powerful 

weapon which you 
can use to change 

the world” 

Nelson Mandela 

Dr. VardyDell, a former RN herself, has been 
with Aurora College since 2019, servicing several 
senior roles such as senior advisor to the 
president, interim director of the Center of 
Teaching and Learning, as well as Vice 
President of Education and Training.  

While Dr. VardyDell is responsible for the overall 
operations of the college, she will also be 
working alongside the Department of Education, 
Culture and Employment (ECE) as Aurora 
College is undertaking a system transformation 
initiative. 

 

(L to R) AVENS President and CEO, Daryl Dolynny 
with Aurora College President, Dr. Glenda Vardy- 
Dell as they have a tour of our social enterprise 
greenhouse AGCO program 
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Taking a moment of her valuable time and 
having her come and visit us at AVENS was truly 
momentous, as we discussed our mutual 
relationship in our preceptorship and training of 
Aurora College PSW’s and Nursing students. 

Furthermore, we had the opportunity to talk 
about the future of our Aging in Place and/or 
Support Services and what new roles AVENS is 
considering to play with our future Pavilion 
expansion. We also discussed potential visions 
of our expanded kitchen program and the 
possibility of some culinary college initiatives in 
the foreseeable future.  

All in all, we are pleased to be working with 
Glenda and her executive team as Aurora 
College continues to explore its transformation 
into a Polytechnic Northern University.  

AVENS is proud to call Aurora College a partner 
in our strategic plan, as we continue to be a best 
practice roll model for many Aurora College PSW 
and Nurses graduates. 

    

The Missionaries Are 
Back! 
 

As AVENS emerges wisely from the Covid-19 
pandemic, we are finally able to bring back some 
familiar programs that assisted our Health and 
Wellness programs on campus. 

One of our long and trusted volunteer 
relationships is with the Missionaries for the 
Church of Latter-Day Saints.  

The Mormon missionary program is practice of 
young men and women, who for a period of time 
are put on assignment in various geographic 
locations worldwide. These missionaries serve 

voluntarily and do not receive a salary for their 
work.  

AVENS is proud to be location of service for 
these young individuals as they fulfill their 
assignments.  

Let’s get a first look at these motivational 
individuals, who you will see on campus helping 
us over the next couple of months. 

 

(L to R) Elder Kear and Elder Wilde 

Elder Kear has been on mission for 17 months 
and is from Rio Rancho, New Mexico, USA. He 
enjoys playing tennis and did work in 
construction prior to serving on his mission. 

Elder Wilde has been on mission for 14 months 
and is from a small town in Alberta called Stirling 
(near Lethbridge). He enjoys playing board, card 
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and video games and also worked in 
construction before serving on his mission.  

Preparing For Future 
Pandemics 
 

If this pandemic taught us anything, is that we, as 
a facility, or the world for that matter, were not 
ready for the wrath of a global pandemic.  

In the early days of the pandemic, the simplest of 
items such as masks or hand sanitizer was even 
more sought after than the infamous toilet paper 
shortage.  

What we learned from this recent pandemic, is 
that you cannot be overly prepared. This is why 
AVENS is building its “war chest” of PPE 
supplies in the hope that we NEVER HAVE TO 
USE THEM. 

(L to R) Member from the decommissioned GNWT 
Covid Secretariat, Mr. Ted Hughson, AVENS Care 
Manager Sandra Crocker-Walsh, Mr. Kevin 
Stevens, AVENS President and CEO, Daryl 
Dolynny and AVENS Director of Care, Frances 
Sinclair 

To help us with this quest, we were fortunate that 
when the GNWT Covid Secretariat was 
decommissioned, much of the surplus of PPE 
supplies made its way to our campus. We are 

thankful for the hard work of the members of this 
secretariat who protected the NWT for the past 
number of years.  

Some of these secretariat reservists have now 
been reassigned to the Department of Health, 
and two of them Mr. Ted Hughson and Mr. Kevin 
Stevens recently dropped off some of this PPE 
surplus.  

AGCO Open House 
 

It’s hard to imagine that our green house is now 
in its third season of operations, however, given 
the past couple of seasons under lockdown, it is 
only now that we have our first opportunity to 
actually have an open house with the 
independent housing residents on campus.  

So on Tuesday, June 7th, 2022 AVENS 
Administration hosted an open house for our 
greenhouse AGCO program.  

 

This was an opportunity to showcase all the 
great work that has gone into this unique 
initiative, answer questions future AGCO 
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participants might have, and share information 
on how to join. 

 

A beautiful warm day. A great day for a hot dog! 

 

It was sure nice to mingle with residents, guests, 
and staff 

We know that next season will be the first official 
opportunity under the AGCO banner and where 
this social enterprise will be in full bloom. Until 
then, we are thankful for all the support AVENS 
has received for this initiative and we look 
forward to its full community potential.  

 

Even my mother Viviane and weekly reader of the 
newsletter, made the journey to Yellowknife from 
Sherwood Park 

 

Nice to see some staff take a break to join in on 
the festivities. We even see, board member, 
Lynda Koe trying to hide (third from the left) 


