JOB DESCRIPTION:

Science
Technician
PREREQUISITES
The majority of science technicians are required to
complete an associate’s degree program in science
technology or an applied science for entry-level
positions. A bachelor’s degree is needed for forensic
science and biological technicians. Some lab experience
is helpful, and individuals can obtain this as part of their
degree program or through volunteer work. Science
technicians may occasionally gain all of their training
on the job without any formal education past high
school, but these opportunities are rare and limited.
Community colleges and technical institutes offer 1-2
year programs in science technologies, and colleges and
universities provide applied sciences concentrations.
Regardless of the scientific field of interest, taking a
variety of math courses is a good idea for any future
science technician. Written and oral communication,
computer proficiency, analytical thinking, organization
and teamwork are beneficial skills for science
technicians to have. Regardless of what field they
work in, science technicians must have at least an
associate’s degree and top-notch problem solving
capabilities. The more lab and on-the-job experience
that potential science technicians have, the better their
job opportunities will be.

APPROX INCOME
$55,000 + per year

Science
Technician
WHAT THEY DO
Science Technicians perform tests and experiments, and
provide technical support functions to assist with research,
design, production and teaching in chemistry, earth
sciences, life sciences, and physical sciences.
• Preparing materials for experimentation such as freezing
and slicing specimens and mixing chemicals.
• Collecting information and samples.
• Conducting field and laboratory experiments, tests and
analyses.
• Presenting results in graphic and written form by
preparing maps, charts, sketches, diagrams and reports.
• Performing routine mathematical calculations, and
computations of measurements.
• Controlling the quality and quantity of laboratory
supplies by testing samples and monitoring usage.
• Checking, calibrating and maintaining test equipment.
• Participating in fabricating, installing and modifying
equipment to ensure that critical standards are met.
• Preparing experiments and demonstrations for science
classes.

EDUCATION &
TRAINING
Diploma of Laboratory Technology
Advanced Diploma of Laboratory Operations

APPROX INCOME
$55,000 + per year

PERSONAL
REQUIREMENTS
• Enjoy practical work
• Able to cope with the physical demands of the job
• Able to work with your hands
• Good sense of balance and ability to work at heights
• Good at mathematics
•Good health and eyesight
• Able to work as part of a team

SPECIALISATIONS
- JOB TITLES
• Chemistry Technician
• Earth Science Technician
• Life Science Technician
• School Laboratory Technician
• Science Technicians

ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION
If you aspire to hold a highly responsible, skilled,
professional position then you should explore the
possibilities to be found in the Professional, Scientific and
Technical Services Industry.
This diverse industry primarily supports other services by
providing a range of specialist, formal skills. However, you
don’t need to jump right into becoming a fully certified
Accountant or Solicitor straight away. Many successful
employees in these occupations
worked their way up to becoming fully qualified; combining
work experience in support roles with on-the job training
to gain a thorough understanding and skills base for their
chosen profession. Legal and Accounting Services as well
as Computer System Design are some of the fields in this
sector predicted to have strong job prospects.

