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Thornton Dial Curriculum Vitae  

Born 1928, Emelle, AL Died 2016, McCalla, AL 

Solo Exhibitions  

2022 
Thornton Dial: Year of the Tiger, David Lewis, East Hampton, NY 
Thornton Dial: The Tiger Cat, Hood Museum of Art, Hanover, NH 
Thornton Dai: Don’t Matter How Raggly the Flag, it Still Got to Tie Us Together, 
Indianapolis Museum of Art, Newfields, IND 

2021 
Allegory and History, Societe x David Lewis, Berlin 

2018  
Mr. Dial’s America, David Lewis, New York, NY  

2016 
 Green Pastures: In Memory of Thornton Dial, Sr., High Museum of Art, Atlanta, GA 
Thornton Dial: We All Live Under the Same Old Flag, Marianne Boesky Gallery, New York, 
NY  

2015  
Thornton Dial: Works on Paper, Marianne Boesky Gallery, New York, NY  

2014  
Thornton Dial, Independent Projects, Andrew Edlin Gallery, New York, NY  

2013  
Thornton Dial: Daybreak, Bill Lowe Gallery, Atlanta, GA  

2012  
Thoughts on Paper, organized by Ackland Art Museum, Chapel Hill, NC; traveled to 
Fleming Museum of Art at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT; Montgomery Museum 
of Fine Arts, Montgomery: Knoxville Museum of Art, Knoxville, TN; Johnathan Ferrara 
Gallery, New Orleans, LA (2012-2013) (cat.) Thornton Dial, Virginial Union University and Art 
Gallery, Richmond, VA Thornton Dial: Viewpoint of the Foundry Man, Andrew Edlin Gallery, 
New York, NY  

2011  
Hard Truths: The Art of Thornton Dial, organized by Indianapolis Museum of Art, traveled 
to New Orleans Museum of Art, New Orleans, LA; Mint Museum, Charlotte, NC; High 
Museum of Art, Atlanta, GA (2011-2013) (cat.) Disaster Areas, Bill Lowe Gallery, Atlanta, GA  

2005  
Thornton Dial in the 21st Century, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, TX (cat.)  

2000  
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Thornton Dial Drawings, Ricco Maresca Gallery, New York, NY  

1999  
Thornton Dial: His Spoken Dreams, Ricco Maresca Gallery, New York, NY  

1995  
Abstraction in the Art of Thornton Dial, Kennesaw State College, Marietta. GA (cat.)  

1993  
Thornton Dial: Image of the Tiger, American Folk Art Museum, New York, NY, and New 
Museum of Contemporary Art, New York, NY ; traveled to American Center, Paris, France; 
Milwaukee Art Museum, Milwaukee, WI (1993 - 1994) (cat.)  

1992  
Thornton Dial: Works on Paper, Luise Ross Gallery, New York, NY  

1991  
Thornton Dial, Works on Paper, Ricco Maresca Gallery, New York, NY  

1990  
Thornton Dial: Strategy of the World, Southern Queens Park Association/African-
American Hall of Fame, Jamaica, NY Thornton Dial, Fay Gold Gallery, Atlanta, GA Thornton 
Dial: Ladies of the United States, Library Art Gallery, Kennesaw State College, Marietta, GA  

Group Exhibitions  

2022 
Living Legacies: Art of the African American South, Toledo Museum of Art, Toledo, OH 
Recent Acquisitions, Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, Ft. Worth, TX 
The Dirty South, Contemporary Art Material Culture, and the Sonic Impulse, Contemporary 
Arts Museum, Houston, TX 
My Way: African American Art from the Black South, Rockford Art Museum, Roverfront 
Museum, Rockford, IL 
Another Tradition, Drawings by Black Artists from the American South, The Morgan 
Library, New York, NY 

2020  
Trip to the Mountaintop, Toledo Museum of Art, Toledo, OH 
We Will Walk – Art and Resistance in the American South, Turner Contemporary, Margate, 
UK Folk and Self-Taught Art, Smithsonian American Art Museum, Washington, DC Epic 
Abstraction: Pollock to Herrera, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, NY African 
American Art in the 20th Century, organized by the Smithsonian American Art Museum, 
Dubuque Museum of Art, Dubuque, IA; traveled to Cornell Fine Arts Museum,  Winter Park, 
FL; The Westmoreland Museum of American Art, Greensburg, PA  

2019  
Cosmologies from the Tree of Life: Art from the African American South, Virginia Museum 
of Fine Art, Richmond, VA  
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Souls Grown Deep: Artists of the African American South, Philadelphia Museum of Art, 
Philadelphia, PA 
Home Is a Foreign Place, The Met Breuer, New York, NY Artists I Steal From, curated by 
Alvaro Barrington and Julia Peyton-Jones, Galerie Thaddaeus Ropac, London, UK  

2018  
History Refused to Die: Highlights from the Souls Grown Deep Foundation Gift, The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, NY (cat.)  
The Assassination of Leon Trotsky, David Lewis, New York, NY  
Beverly Buchanan, Thornton Dial, and the Gee’s Bend Quiltmakers, Andrew Edlin Gallery, 
New York, NY  

2017  
Revelations: Art From the African American South, de Young Museum, San Franciso, CA 
(cat.)  
Self-Taught Genius, organized by the American Folk Art Museum, New York, NY, traveled to 
Tampa Museum of Art, Tampa, FL; New Orleans Museum of Art, New Orleans, LA; Saint 
Louis Art Museum, Saint Louis, MO; Figge Art Museum, Davenport, IA; Mingei International 
Museum, San Diego, CA; American Folk Art Museum, New York, NY; Amon Carter Museum 
of American Art, Fort Worth, TX  

(2014-2017)  
Third Space/Shifting Conversations About Contemporary Art, The Birmingham Museum 
of Art, Birmingham, AL Inside the Outside: Five Self Taught Artists from the William Louis 
Dreyfus Foundation, Katonah Museum of Art, Katonah, NY, traveled to The Baker Museum, 
Naples, FL  

(2015-2017)  
Modern Heroics: 75 Years of African-American Expressionism, Newark Museum, Newark, 
NJ  
Known / Unknown: Private Obsession and Hidden Desire in Outsider Art, Museum of Sex, 
New York, NY  

2016  
Southern Accent: Seeking the American South in Contemporary Art, Nasher Museum of 
Art, Duke University, Durham, NC; Speed Museum of Art, Louisville, KY Post Black Folk Art 
in America 1930-1980-2016, Intuit Center for Intuitive and Outsider Art, Chicago, IL  

2015  
I See Myself in You: Selections from the Collection, Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn, NY 
History Refused to Die, Alabama Contemporary Art Center, Mobile, AL  

2014  
When the Stars Begin to Fall: Imagination and the American South, The Studio Museum in 
Harlem, New York, NY  
Social Geographies: Interpreting Space and Place, curated by Leisa Rundquist, Asheville 
Museum of Art, Asheville, NC  
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2013  
Seismic Shifts: Ten Visionaries in Contemporary Art and Architecture, National Academy 
Museum & School, New York, NY  

2012  
The Soul of a City: Memphis Collects African American Art, Memphis Brooks Museum of 
Art, Memphis, TN  
Creation Story: Gee’s Bend Quilts and the Art of Thornton Dial,  
The Frist Center for Visual Arts, Nashville, TN  
Thornton Dial and Lizzi Bougatsos, James Fuentes, New York, NY  

2011  
All Folked Up!, Andrew Edlin Gallery, New York, NY  

2004  
Testimony: Vernacular Art of the African-American South, organized by The Schomburg 
Center for Research in Black Culture of the New York Public Library and Exhibitions 
International; travelled to Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, Kalamazoo, MI; Columbia Museum 
and Gibbes Planetarium, Columbia, SC; The AXA Gallery, New York; Tubman African-
American Museum, Macon, GA; Terrace Gallery, City of Orlando, Orlando, FL (2000-2004) 
(cat.)  

2003  
In the Spirit of Martin: The Living Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., organized by the 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C., traveled to Frederick R. Weisman Art Museum, 
Minneapolis, MN; Memphis Brooks Museum of Fine Art, Memphis TN; Montgomery 
Museum of Fine Arts, Montgomery, AL;  Charles H. Wright Museum of African American 
History, Detroit: Bass Museum of Art, Miami, FL (2002-2003) (cat.)  

2000  
Whitney Biennial, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY (cat.)  

1999  
African American Art: A Decade of Collecting, Milwaukee Art Museum, Milwaukee, WI  

1998  
Self-Taught Artists of the 20th Century: An American Anthology, Museum of American 
Folk Art, New York, travelled to Philadelphia Museum of Art, Philadelphia, PA (cat.)  

1997  
The Hirshhorn Collects: Recent Acquisitions 1992 - 1996, Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture 
Garden, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.  
Since Hall: New Acquisitions of Folk and Self-Taught Art, Milwaukee Art Museum, 
Milwaukee, WI  
Bearing Witness: African-American Vernacular Art of the South, Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture, NY (cat.)  
Human/Nature: Art and Landscape in Charleston and the Low Country, Spoleto Festival 
USA, Charlson, SC (cat.)  
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1995  
Passionate Visions of the American South: Self -Taught Artists from 1940 to the Present, 
New Orleans Museum of Art, New Orleans, LA, traveled to University Art Museum & Pacific 
Film Archive, University of California, Berkeley, CA; San Diego Museum of Art, San Diego, 
CA; The Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.; North Carolina Museum of Art, Raleigh, 
NC. (1993-1995) (cat.)  

1989  
Black Art: Ancestral Legacy The African Impulse in African American Art, Dallas Museum 
of Art, TX  

Monographs  

2017  
Life Go On: The Art of Thornton Dial. Richmond: Virginia Union University.  

2012  
Jones March, Phillip and Wilkin, Karen. Thornton Dial: Viewpoint of the Foundry Man. New 
York: Andrew Edlin Gallery.  

2011  
Cubbs, Joanne and Eugene Metalf. Hard Truths: The Art of Thornton Dial. Munich: 
Indianapolis Museum of Art and DelMonico Books, an imprint of Prestel Publishing. 
Herman, Bernard L. Thornton Dial: Thoughts on Paper. Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press.  

2005  
Arnett, Paul, Joanne Cubbs, and Eugene Metalf.  Thornton Dial in the 21st Century. Atlanta: 
Tinwood Books.  

1993  
Whelchel, Harriet, and Margaret Donovan. Thornton Dial: Image of the Tiger. New York: 
Harry N. Abrams, Inc.  
Exhibition Catalogues  

2018  
Finley, Cheryl, Randall R. Griffey, Amelia Peck, Darryl Pinckney. My Soul Has Grown Deep: 
Black Art from the American South. New Haven and Longon: Yale University Press. 
(Published with History Refused to Die: Highlights from the Souls Grown Deep Foundation 
Gift, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, NY.)  

2017  
Burgard, Timothy Anglin. Revelations: Art from the African American South. San Francisco: 
de Young Museum, Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco and Prestel.  

2012  
Scala, Mark. Creation Story: Gee’s Bend Quilts and the Art of Thornton Dial. Nashville: 
Vanderbilt University Press.  
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2002  
Giovanni, Nikki, Gary Miles Chassman, and Walter Leonard.  In the Spirit of Martin: The 
Living Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.. Atlanta: Tinwood Books.  

2001  
Anderson, Brooke Davis, and Stacy C. Hollander. American Anthem: Masterworks from the 
American Folk Art Museum. New York: Harry N. Abrams. Conwill, Kinshasha, and Arthur C 
Danto. Testimony: Vernacular Art of the African-American South: The Ronald and June 
Shelp Collection. New York: Harry N. Abrams.  

2000  
Arnett, William, ed. Souls Grown Deep: African American Vernacular Art, Volumes 1 and 2. 
Atlanta: Tinwood Books.  

1998  
Longhauser, Elsa, Harald Szeemann, Lee Kogan, and Gerard C. Wertkin (Foreword). Self 
Taught Artists of the 20th Century: An American Anthology. San Francisco: Chronicle 
Books.  

1997  
Beardsley, John. Art and Landscape in Charleston and the Low Country. Charleston: 
Spoleto Festival.  

1995  
Griffin, Roberta T. Abstraction in the Art of Thornton Dial. Marietta:Kennesaw State 
College.  
1993  
Yellen, Alice Rae, ed. Passionate Visions of the American South: Self Taught Artists from 
1940 to the Present. Jackson: Univeristy Press of Mississippi. Johanson, Cynthia J. 20th 
Century American Folk, Self-Taught, and Outsider Art: A Resource Guide. Chicago: Neal-
Schuman Publishers.  

1990  
Rosenak, Cuck, and Jan Rosenak. Museum of Folk Art Encyclopedia of Twentieth-Century 
American Folk Art and Artists. New York: Abbeville Press. Bishop, Robert. Thornton Dial: 
Strategy of the World. New York: Southern Queens Park Association, Inc.  

1989  
Rozelle, Robert V., and Alvia Wardlaw. Black Art: Ancestral Legacy The African Impulse in 
African American Art. New York: Harry N Abrams Inc.  
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Selected Bibliography  

2020  
Berning Sawa, Dale. “America’s Deep South heads to the UK’s south coast for remarkable 
exhibition,” The Art Newspaper, February 4.  

2019  
Heinrich, Will. “New York Galleries: What to See Right Now,” The New York Times, 
November 6.  

Sheets, Hilary M. “There’s No Business Like Art Fair Business for Sanford Smith.” The New 
York Times, October 30.  

Goldstein, Andrew. “5 Outstanding Works at Frieze London, From a Gripping Painting by 
Thornton Dial to Some Unsettling Photos by Cindy Sherman.” Artnetnews, October 3.  

Valentine, Victoria L. “Crystal Bridges Museum Announced 29 Acquisitions, Adding Works 
by Emma Amos, Jordan Casteel, Clementine Hunter, Henry O. Tanner, and Kehinde Wiley 
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Curran, Colleen. “‘Our goal is to be in the top three in the world when it comes to African 
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