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Sourcing poultry for organic egg and meat production 

Organic pullets must be used where available. 

Derogations must be obtained from Defra prior to ordering any part-organic or non-organic 
pullets.  Derogation requests must be submitted to OF&G (Scotland) using RD728         
Derogation Form 6 – Derogation Form for Non-Organic Poultry from the SOPA website 

TOP TIPS 

Before purchasing organic pullets 
please ensure that they are covered by 
a valid certificate proving that they are 
organic. 

Approval is not required for organic    
pullets; however you must obtain a copy 
of the vendor’s Organic Certificate and 
an Organic Livestock Transfer         
Document can be used for this (OF&G 
(Scotland) Record Sheet 15). 

To assist suppliers of organic pullets,  
orders should be placed well in         
advance. 

Check the List of Poultry Suppliers that accompanies this Technical Guide 

Beak trimming is not permitted in the 
SOPA Organic Standards 

1. Part-organic pullets 

You will need to obtain a derogation  
prior to purchasing part-organic pullets 
(see over). 
 
Derogations for part-organic pullets will 
not be approved if suitable organic    
pullets are available. 
 
Poultry must be clearly identified by 
batch at all stages of the production  
cycle including preparation, transport 
and marketing. 
 
 Part-organic pullets they must undergo 
a six-week conversion period under full 
organic management before the eggs 
can be sold as organic. 

Part organic pullets are usually brought 
in before they reach 18 weeks of age.   
 
Prior to purchase you should obtain a 
declaration from your part-organic pullet 
supplier. The declaration must confirm  
that the pullet rearing has met the  
following conditions: 
 
1. the pullets were less than 3 days of 
age when they arrived on the rearer 
unit.  
2. The pullets have been reared to the 
organic feed and veterinary standards 
from the time they arrived on the rearer 
unit   

Organic management of poultry requires special consideration (see SOPA Standard 3.3.5).   
If you are establishing a new poultry enterprise for the first time please discuss the details with your        
Certification Officer before any steps are taken to set-up this new enterprise. 



PRODUCER GUIDANCE 
NOTE 

To meet the organic standards for poultry meat, non-organic chicks, ducklings and goslings 
must be less than three days old when brought on to your holding as well as managed       
organically for at least ten weeks. 
 
Slow growing traditional breeds must not exceed daily liveweight gains of 45 grams or 
55grams for turkeys. 
 
The SOPA Organic Standard 3.35 specifies minimum slaughter ages. For example, chicken 
must be at least 81 days old.  

2. Non-organic poultry for meat production 

1. Apply for the derogation by completing OF&G (Scotland) RD728 Derogation Form 6 
(Derogation Form for Non-Organic Poultry) from the SOPA website 

2. Ensure you submit the Supplier’s Declaration (see over) with your derogation request. 
3. OF&G (Scotland) check your derogation application and submit it on your behalf to 

Defra, who are the Competent Authority for poultry derogations. 
4. Delays are possible if the derogation application is not completed correctly or in good 

time. 
5. Defra will contact OF&G (Scotland) with approval/refusal. 
6. OF&G (Scotland) will inform the applicant of the derogation request. 
7. We recommend you do not agree to purchase or take delivery of any non-organic or 

part-organic pullets until you receive confirmation of approval of the Defra decision 
from OF&G (Scotland) 

4. The Derogation Process 

See over for a list of poultry suppliers in the UK. This list is not definitive; other poultry    
suppliers may exist.  This information has been supplied by the companies listed and       
allowing for changes in circumstances you should check with the supplier for their most up-
to-date information. SOPA and OF&G (Scotland) take no responsibility or liability for errors.   
 
Inclusion in the supplier list does not constitute a recommendation by SOPA or OF&G 
(Scotland). 
 
Suppliers cannot usually respond to last minute orders and must be given reasonable     
notice.   
 
Organic requirements are in addition to other statutory requirements.  
 

5. List of known pullet rearers supplying birds suitable for use on organic farms 

 

info@sopa.org.uk  www.sopa.org.uk 

Issued Dec 2022 

Between batches the house must be cleaned and left empty for a sufficient time to break 
pest cycles to prevent a build-up of parasites and pathogens.  The range must also be   
rested between each batch: for layers there must be nine months between each batch;   the 
range rested at least two months per year and in addition for one year in every three years 
for table birds; and for pullet rearing two consecutive months break between each batch. 

3. Managing the House and Range 
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