March 21 - VIRTUAL TOWN HALLS ON BAIL, MARCH 23 AND BUDGET, MARCH
24, FAITH LEADER SIGNATURES NEEDED NOW TO STOP RAISE THE AGE
ROLLBACKS

VIRTUAL TOWN HALL ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 7:00 PM

BAIL REFORM, DISCOVERY, RAISE THE AGE, CLEAN SLATE AND
OTHER CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROVISIONS IN THE BUDGET

REGISTER HERE!!

Governor Hochul has changed course and has decided she would like to revisit the bail reform
law from 2019 in order to make more crime bail eligible and give judges greater discretion. That
includes allowing judges to set higher bail based on criminal history and making attacks against
public transit workers bail eligible. Both state Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins
and Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie have said they have no appetite to make further changes to
the law after some rollbacks in 2020 and made clear they didn’t intend to address the issue
during session. However, Republicans have continued to blame a rise in crime on bail reform,
pointing to individual cases and anecdotal evidence as proof that the reform has failed, despite
insufficient data to gauge success one way or the other. Moderate Democrats have also begun
criticizing Hochul and others, seeking modifications to the bail law. In addition, the Governor
has proposed significant modifications to the Raise the Age Law which prevented New York
from Prosecuting and incarcerating 16 and 17 year olds as adults. Finally, the Governor has
proposed modifications to the discovery laws which require that the prosecution disclose its
evidence to defendants so that they can make an informed choice about whether to take a plea or
move to trial.

It gets complicated!

Join us for a forum of legal experts to discuss

1. How theologically and ethically do people of faith view criminal justice reform?
2. What is in existing laws?

3. What is the Governor proposing?

4.  What evidence do we have to show that modifications to these laws may be misplaced in
addressing crime?

5. What are alternative approaches to addressing crime which may be more effective?

6. What are the opportunities in the next two weeks for faith leaders to make their voice
known (rallies, sign on letters, contacting legislators and the Governor)?


https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/mRNLFKyANPYkYXuUTzk_S5RIzHhwhCb_fCJh6ZtzR75M6FDFntOv0QjSZ284mjzvyIvVbEPxud56MTc56Rf76igYnrbKpAn8Lr4GYZaWALT9FjlXt50eHEmDJjwnEqXTgmgMsea6krYTubT02iBZL0FmczIw9XF0IEy8x4i66yU_yYeSjwrmem_RGJEztBO2nPMSOUYNzinCnTxWNEhIsIodVsNnd9N8qj1CjktdzdXnaUPaHQzNkeziLNGusi5NMrU67vHVH_xWsWwOk377CypWg2m-pTGf4Cizq0Eo8fOYg0_aitfb33Yele7o0YpgwNRgvIZrD8qRnV-3v7n6aNqv5HDNwr3E15zPDKx8vnu8fZPTi2peDvc6fTvy4i1r4NCnuBiLBYBLGNUXENvdlI3Hnih85XVgwxtUoyvTfCzYng-LncV5bE6vg4OhoYxjXWSzdBth644-r6GgZfri_RtysxMF0-lUnUYYCiv_NovuVGsSxhXAQQnJhYVGn85YyYwjFXDWmSTo0ublfK4Wd7tP7BKAU7kXWOfUm7Ruesa6v4VzqAuW13m6kJFnXb-B/3kj/ogBpSMbZS3qm8jdonpZCdQ/h0/_FvI__uiMqJgIzS6W19xuGQwFnHAgVUxACU_2buYnGs

We know in the faith community there are different opinions about what to do to address gun
violence and prevent crime. We need are offering an exploratory space to look at what is being
proposed given a very short timeline (Budget deadline of April 1) and the highly charged
political atmosphere which is being exploited by candidates for elected office. We aim to give
full information so that faith leaders can act on their conscience in the public square.

NYSCOC STATEMENT ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM

The New York State Council of Churches oppose further changes to bail reform on the grounds
these proposals will again criminalize poverty, adversely impact people of color, and do little or
nothing to increase public safety.

We see no proof of a connection between bail reform and increased levels of violence in New
York State. Violence is rising in communities across the country, no matter the state bail laws.
This rise seems far more likely to be due to the individual and societal difficulties of negotiating
the COVID-19 pandemic, which have affected the poor and those of color most of all.

We object to the scare tactics of any politician or member of law enforcement that serve only to
frighten voters and policy makers. A handful of questionable anecdotes and simplistic slogans
distract us from addressing the real causes of crime and forging meaningful solutions. Being
“tough on crime” is mere posturing and not at all useful in actually reducing crime and in some
cases make the crime problem worse.

We affirm the constitutional right of all Americans to be considered innocent until proven guilty.
No one should ever be jailed simply because they cannot afford bail.

We affirm our belief that all persons are created in the image of God and should be treated as
such. No one should be judged by or forever punished for the worst thing they’ve ever done.

We are committed to shaping a criminal justice system rooted in the premises of repentance,
forgiveness, and restoration; not revenge and punishment. We seek to address the root causes of
crime including poverty, unemployment, addiction, and the lack of affordable and safe housing.

The goals of the New York State Council of Churches around criminal justice form are to:

1) Help people avoid going to prison in the first place by addressing root causes of poverty and
violence, including racism.

2) Provide the best pastoral and vocational assistance possible to incarcerated individuals so they
may be successfully restored to their families and communities.

3) Reduce recidivism by dismantling barriers that prevent the formerly incarcerated from finding
employment, decent and affordable housing, and a productive role in society.

The New York State Council of Churches is made up of over 7500 congregations in Nine partner
denominations.



IMPORTANT FAITH LEADER SIGN ON TO NOT ALTER RAISE THE AGE.
SIGNERS NEEDED BY WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23

SIGN HERE
1. Read an article on proposed changes in the Gothamist by clicking here.

2. Here is a statement from Raise theAge.org which challenges the Governor’s proposed
rollbacks

3. Please view New York State Council of Churches legislative ask on Criminal Justice
Reform by clicking here and its seminar of Criminal Justice Reform by clicking here

4. You can lend your voice to stop Raise the Age rollbacks by filling out this google form.

5. Send an email and calling your legislator in minutes using our Action Alert.

6. Social media graphics for Raise the Age.

ALBANY ACTION

ean @ |- a0

New York State Capitol
Washington Ave & State St Albany, NY 12224

Join us for a press conference,
rally, and meetings with lawmakers.

Register at bit.ly/cleanslatecantwait



https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/CMxF4nARlf6wAFa1PSfv0g3wdtg9fsYZUCQweLSiUUxlzMVI81DNLdtbxgLvQPXjj0dnHoEce6UVPKylUybzf8ykLa11F0LjXX3rAIsk-6l7_6MKstUX-_7kUfR0g0UeQeOE8I5D8YWCkOKBqeCwaKXPtYgye_f-J-tj0c_oIW7R-sFwYl1UestC7Nc7qA5_Y2jmHnkA_AiIkjanG6AFETqASLhcNbD9UrlnaQoZ4SH5RQUyqEIVqXIw7atn4dRYzGhKLCzhvJYPTicsMM1ZgDf1pkp4dTHmd-cL8OgPLF9IwtK0wTPNXSbDimkme5rpX31_WA1BU6m4sT1jyQiN1uoOLmzywYH4kFvZn9LQeo_npdLJYsrgYBq71l0GEX4m1fgpebMjn6eHsdq_-2LBWexkEoDqe16qdYo_-ZUBdtB7ghYfMHczkv0VioGgLmbwNSPIUBdUHFLNZK3JY3GQmoUrMyfg1rrWS-kKfbZINeLjFVloPvA5qz4BDS8p4zmrkHRVOhcLaiAkFmS2rUXa51BYAdHqkZP_OU6UH_1vaqymGUFbmZ9Au_qjyMpIdxn27CHDqZqf42ku8scxG5TmIxqUYkXT2cqPkIWY7JRxRyg/3kj/ogBpSMbZS3qm8jdonpZCdQ/h1/dz0xIJjFdzIqfB-65_WevRlv7AZRtTURC28C2dMxXfE
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/GTcSsGdfDWzRRezYN3CORvKeU8QaI0HG20fa10u21w9lyO2nsg_HEGeLRkdd0_kModqF3wIUOx9YDkOBcVlAAiSIHD3quJOP_0SisjerVBP0VBke_vQumZt5V8Od3zkjGit8EQv5CaM5Qom9PwUHEbDnQeXQhqcglYpmh0DoNHdkZF3gmfMk8eOfncNmOvsVHaFaFvO9xKRVz2XFtlGd_7ie7YNtIm8CGftT_uDTouG3EEOBRcI8KRwVJuCHXnOeL7aHC0BU7pu13XZn9sE-G-GDkDn4xmhEh7y-yRvGKdLROFBpai-Zrfm1sCUJHiphbh4RwU0vj-kxmL4Tlt1t99qhcwWVk7DZsR7SwtYmFwH5ZAKhFq5QOByszRquYyekFxm2OGjth8Zr1oTig4YKDtVQMNL_fSAcfuM69cGks2j_8srPTA-ojd2BH5QbZHwH4Rbhi8Sf66bRx2BT-yg_cPWMQpsI3F7AF3bOH-GvdAYBQnrI1-08GkSA0bwoNyz3xJqMqjiP3K_6GwCCLigH6RrnjDkRCNNm4uD0g_eHrFsw8_qH722rmLczCfbWBCpU/3kj/ogBpSMbZS3qm8jdonpZCdQ/h2/J5DVTZOFDMe86fkQYVCM3dSP-N7avY57sq-FFQ-Wer4
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/ZsYp6Jc2ATNP3MkVzvte6C0I6uJdiPPNThHm38A-1nB2YzDTbuth5yKYO71LxZrhOEKAzwLGlPOlKK1KnDz9bPP-9IeW4ssqc6ekEwR_zW2z__IMB-nW2jL5AE0tetyW-QcBXHntbCa_goRSCQtVRItnUtj63dSh3cC_EfugPd9cNUXm40d3MpQ3peg2MEmUXMZCjUvUre5Yn2lLep2GcQGBvBf9kymQpLKxtnSY_IxwM2yQwt3HI_uKuPEy28yEEIoL_wC9F5kEc_J9a9Gf5t_j_MIOogSEuxcoYlkxtEwSdwlib6Ga602R1NZ__X2hRJeX-uzfUgWkPamABzwz0uMr04Kz2h_h4mV7-E-H6uc6ZxlGk1FWL0ge3V3wdBwLkpPrS10iYj-kCRzWXZU1eMgktSzW-9ymC5nbI-vnJ4PEka2szKmJoOXfkj7ryFFaUm3CPquqQR5OK7LVMQIYUQdfZLJiS5Yej0KIVAxZ4gcoCUvkrq5BXQXDJn6kepi52q49lieySRA-Z_iYgOSSQlOU9pn6wWB6txS4sGKHXDt7T6CvqaZR376cIo3W5tEAzVNglWVyfvomQqPQPRdw3NqBI7OvNlKuuOIeUhYYeQA/3kj/ogBpSMbZS3qm8jdonpZCdQ/h3/A_3-A8lDcKhcaI5VhUgHr5EONp8cjUTCO7tx7TJy0GA
http://theage.org/
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/mRNLFKyANPYkYXuUTzk_S7E3T1M9HLh725xRMS63bvrZgHV-S7nGJVZLL1CUIuhiaHkt2DcHDlcndZEcXrLEUC86DRuzzwsDD1ONCIPifGQM64MUKDB6Vfmy83_fU7kW2QLbm2Jp50MBpeJFqf6BqMI4MJFuvSlLnBwA4hBVVBLPC-Vdjtf3UMqkzoLauMdhOfg0naojinY1M87ZKfk7GjBDGLlHw2evMcfcbJFN_R1c_Pmfe4j7Wl4-xedLWe7ueKCB3VaxbX51Gh1rB8CMLKFfRaKpRpNU-J1OvyCwTdKVeBi2S7f8nXljYNTgIGey3vtzmoHNi_uI2MOP4hGRRgGBY_MC7rbsNQRFsfXtuenWOrtbiFKFU72aKGPGnnZELq3sX8tB-iewxRlx_kzN-Q_yu3C5B_mno4K9kb8W1niM-DZrXJieXA7nmOBQaD5lbDtn8y20HRvHeNe2zV6zFqDa7MQgaDVzlxBWQnffCYCZcNL8zjj9Tli7pDaACCE5prOOW1PTWgLWbZG1RAxk3njKBU2lvEivC4BMjNacoNGFH9LNwggJTZL1fcp5hpF66qrxv9DQVVrPPP5UC0_eRbdB-pA92XMKvYrnbC8g7GMTv4FM9gyrKIAEcUTIqJ8mAhyUkJHQPBs6gXSotxxrrQVbyIE2s_irJpolflpiPwM/3kj/ogBpSMbZS3qm8jdonpZCdQ/h4/SRemsb-mBpd5gILlPvY_72xJT8W_hIkPESvlr-Nj5x0
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDOJPR4Z5lDybbWIPhQSOR8Fbh3ss6v8ffZnlwHRgdz8BAwEgmU6cU0ld1iai0OayOW1RG5pnFSKMkbZNhLBtkAJu5bIuylniV7Ip53mThjVqUDH5JXgQ9t2J2sTk4LWUsknhM81H4s6Xjl1eNaMpjkL_vFGFgsW--nzusP5OSIzT6birgAwQh6FdNYtcqu4DEMS3JoGWi-_dXV0edBd1pMBgAOizGwMNazZr24wLWuj5p07DjaxyQl20OOEyO0n9pT44dK9NBeLQrWRdLW8ak-MMN95yE_4PcQLdEP5M_PdzeCxb5EXUt9lvQci6l6GQ07C6syIm9SRIJ7GBh-Tm2mNEl4DI41PUqXP8mIEDvYl6ArMLsEwIesemfgC8PXYbwcHes5VZq0ADWbOGVKj5BxC1bee_Z6j6HxDXY4vX5PfoRnYPMywaVP069oWp2jiWXjolhWclO07vW3FxkPB-XLXsHMAmXfsUdJJXMmStQFceV2sa2METl7Mmm9QnxHVTCA/3kj/ogBpSMbZS3qm8jdonpZCdQ/h5/DZSNYxTG8qer1oKrb6BTAyG24fQ4Q_dMlNii45RZpvk
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/CMxF4nARlf6wAFa1PSfv0g3wdtg9fsYZUCQweLSiUUxlzMVI81DNLdtbxgLvQPXjj0dnHoEce6UVPKylUybzf8ykLa11F0LjXX3rAIsk-6l7_6MKstUX-_7kUfR0g0UeQeOE8I5D8YWCkOKBqeCwaK9XE49k5ts6II1pIKFHHFqwZ8WdR8vAIAtS8Fyx3pbvFnK8y53rw4WUM1Xew17GK2VlayJL8KogZ2tH00SoFWPWTgBCpxDo3UJ5OlKsAqAN6dPT4xFIzHTwFOe0dbj9FqWfls-KIL8kYGSDTcByzA5eInNqxcUDeIu1GwBHXpY8ZsJTsgEBMcSy-eZu_Q8nz4u7ooBcaCwwoeq_CVeQMdf3G3pcXUQHwtCoIwtTMXhYGeXGKfEVyA2WPks38jdA1Jbh9Sr04tgIpzMA9B5_EAv6_RNYfzPmYTu0LLCuCvbHadq-vayc6OJKGDFD6uWRcMeRnPk0dm1Ku983xAMN-ZGJ9wIzsCG8Bj-Cwt1g3u0vwIQ911-o5xUY5CklQxAgYNFAA6LZFMAnzK1ma9bMIyYTjnqI4mzbe7hH94Hf-ZTi5WwLFjbhYu4ScGQtH2QPK2dv4gDrRUcOJNEdl7kQX_k/3kj/ogBpSMbZS3qm8jdonpZCdQ/h6/4Bxgqvuny_VBTjLFKWYWRaymVjZLQcq3wMiov4cHd-E
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/ZsYp6Jc2ATNP3MkVzvte6C0I6uJdiPPNThHm38A-1nA3ZXASpDzsK8RmnjHa2ZQzHVENsXXZ2dg-lmVsvxpulTmrS3klIoFjpg9I64HZkWSCBf_hBgW4mp6WOlaJyrTGlrwlBI_11M6HGphQ2Loekunw0aOLHwY1jEMjpRiZSDeXNasH1f-lmWL82xZtiyE5gKT4Q7Ae45Mi8s3_g_oTkpMZtmAKGUXF0q1fCqyhEoMjd-kCJL1hp_g44cZKi7CIk_AdQFb-EcjCaJ6zi3HSyN8a0OfXZctgHMIDZgcGrREOuSoSG_en4dCmEMH04--Y4VqMmheELrszJnE49NdVxmhx_W6n1DAWkqULmsvvLNEFHimXM56_5kTqzGetEUwj1tm-0tvqijM92Iu7lXtMHHV3KN81MvaF8UpagVj76O3LkyV2Angwku16UESt8VXYvxwFI1ZEJConquK9BExg3xBwYsB04mRRzGKKTN_qlPY6O9eN_ak5gtsf-VD1Y8Cn/3kj/ogBpSMbZS3qm8jdonpZCdQ/h7/UNy9VkOJBaeKhRu0rs6-uci552ror7sYWi2EEQ2XER4
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/CMxF4nARlf6wAFa1PSfv0t6Ke6oybIu7rip7-lZ0ciy8FLS7bfrzYD2J2-5Pi-d0H76pa-I-MS8MtilBihiakIvryCdvL4EpfkhRTyn4owqko-i9WyvPaRXDdnRxREn8gWJoQsi0hAG_blwkpwByK9_uAdOPG0LsSFBzTh3HkLbytiSOwo839w8GyvsGU6CDWPG1llxDqquNRKdQsjCsjYx5mjy1YYuE4PpFhzt5-9rw_LxzDsBemRB0wPKdIJxiWqE7b2a_4sEswtlsutVXGcUQq95TSNuYaw8O9bk-3fvDuQzR1915NT9-VWZBArhzEEVY1oA_X5turm47bdrMm5fxr_X7UlMDsnHPQ84y45Zq4NZF1QRrqeSSBbCJoVgByG-bl7T7ux5KWY_DtUY8EUVGnoioTFx32I9dVlwFHxFXtbLsdLUAExUd9ZdVRHgQtAKi-BXnBIJK_yMfKjWhr9baSKc33pnGC8neG5ZUO6Fwh1YvbK2eGHQ_eWngICjjgRZGFUOvtaxiFn44SsCPef3M8raRDFAjoBRZWnk83QGzzc0ozwEll68fSbsEvX8ZaKMswC6GpcsZFKZ19ml_tw/3kj/ogBpSMbZS3qm8jdonpZCdQ/h8/3ihgs9UuRujbyggnfeYrPHYiCgeOHM8A_Jt8-kCXKPM

NEW YORK CITY ACTION

Tell Gov. Hochul:

Support communities, not
corporations & cages.

Say NO! to justice reform rollbacks

Say NO! to $1B for a football stadium
Say YES! to $1B for community safety investments

Thurs,, 3/24 @11 AM
Hochul's NYC Office
633 Third Ave., Manhattan
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ALTERMATTIES

RELEASE AGING PEOPLE IN PRISON

IRAPP

Our TOP THREE next steps together:

Bail, discovery, and raise the age reforms are under attack. Gov. Hochul has proposed
horrific roll backs to these hard-fought reforms that we must come together to protect.,.
On the dates below, we’re going to work to support pre-trial freedom and ask you to join
us in doing the same. These are the dates: March 21 in Albany, 24 in NYC at Gov.
Office, and 28 in Albany. Can you join us to protect these reforms? RSVP here.

We are back to in person lobbying in Albany! It is important to have a physical presence
to put pressure on the legislators to move our bills. We have already had success having
individual conversations with legislators in Albany this week. Transportation is available.
These are the dates: March 22 and March 29. Can you join us in Albany? If you are
able to join us please reach out to TeAna, Dave, and Jared.

Join us this Parole Justice & Survivor Justice Advocacy Day April 25th in person! You
can register here.

We look forward to seeing you at our next Parole Justice Partners meeting March 31st at 11am.


https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/CMxF4nARlf6wAFa1PSfv0g3wdtg9fsYZUCQweLSiUUxlzMVI81DNLdtbxgLvQPXjHqScaRJtcD1AODKm5YPOwLp8D6dQoRQXvWJNQibryxBcRiGUksbMB9GTszy5RIbWLQQ8AVFpp3wjPQZflxqs_MX998SX0JRU_uhNbkaMacgGWQY10cbhBh9o7MqJzdAfEtn-ilKvzHIc5ZQ379gQMb-XA7U2QgC9NPgBnPvtSJkEz0sqP_SRuRqDQ72suCNy00R-ebRdNoK7-Xo1Pybj5DoRscqz45HyEQXFyBf2Ler1DV2GQEQcVFKNhpeyRMr9OKGvMK9vm7VkVn_2fgwZ7EzNoCmCz2ecJDvBoSjK9RVqizQ74HviQ4E5BXAv8c8dZ6fVF3YtT5brVUNRN2P3AyU9DbXPGB1hOa0KcaEepFl_zQa01n8XGqpbadvY0hLzoJqDc2s24uXH2YvwaUwZCgSBRCx9o8o3KBfrHeJu2ILuwQUR0db3cKvVCEYqju8rHcqNmrUsXDAlLNnUtjkB80EwRVqlmTOsktgxOXJsujEgF8axFLj5fXoyJCtfJvlNRe5G9-EWtJ0QmY7fm_27g7b2U5TFcnDXdKfrwUyIrTc/3kj/ogBpSMbZS3qm8jdonpZCdQ/h9/BRJOP-wnyY0LQhPGp9qqJ_btn6M_qESyVCVNhBDXQEY
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/CMxF4nARlf6wAFa1PSfv0g3wdtg9fsYZUCQweLSiUUxlzMVI81DNLdtbxgLvQPXjkJAInYypqpMxfkoA_uPhra_yi9nZ8Gr0Kw62Ngo_kuuK1uvJaCyTiVrR9qHX2ZxyITK_krf3E-7shA6XqHtDylE7q587dwIPS7hyacCOv-pMIUCqKLLDrte0HLHw-X3aTDF7jf8s9H6_IXg4Qb1Gv-NZ_aCn4RTiCXrLVtYeufiAohhgKHINTUPztVuC2fzdaRCIQzDE1kFOAOMGoUeU4znLSNiTLjGXbBrCvTV8fZ-P1kLBp6QHVJqK1iNmiaBeDTmMJcr4ORsvP2QxcRYHADnrv3e2L_bXXk5Iy5eqXA3DOSwg7Wgl5YQ86Xxt2YI1yN1jNdda0CcgCzNQMRwE-tbXRg2ES3QkhDIJZYGOYogtG1Rq8lFncsYbSsGvuqY5i0qQkIEwAddpWTfwlKsGv1HIRQ618SSEsMkNCwS9N6ZquPL6M3N9q2EGqddSLz3ivR9sOkyMpH59SyEAInRcNegXCUF_PnVQsBGt5KXkKtN3PEzrzg61lCnPnq2qQVy6AnGM6OLLIZgHjNAXs6zeedejWcewHX-SOZvnfV1H5wg/3kj/ogBpSMbZS3qm8jdonpZCdQ/h10/ZJN21pCnUnQaoAcT46mOKCutd3CmrBMfZx_YuVc0P1o

Stay well and stay safe,

Emma Hochfelder

Release Aging People in Prison/ RAPP Campaign
135 West 20th Street, Suite 401

New York, NY 10011

COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

w ﬁ\iz New York State

STATE BUDGET VIRTUAL TOWN HALL
March 24, 2022 3:00 to 4:30

REGISTER HERE

New York State Council of Churches and New Yorkers for Fiscal Fairness will be holding a
Virtual Town Hall to compare the one house budget resolutions to the Governor’s proposed
budget. Senate Leader Andrea Steward Cousins and Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie enter budget
negotiations with the Governor (Three people in a room) to render a final budget to be voted on
by the Senate and Assembly by April 1.

Both the state Senate and the Assembly proposed budgets that differ in a number of key aspects
compared to what came out of the Executive Chamber. They both include about more than 6
billion in spending compared to Hochul’s plan. Lawmakers also removed many of the governor’s
non-fiscal policy items, perhaps most notably a bill to legalize to-go cocktails, although they also
dropped other big-ticket items like term limits for statewide elected officials with a promise to
revisit the issues as separate items after the budget. Both chambers also proposed funding for
universal child-care as well as an extension of state-funded health care to undocumented New
Yorkers, both of which Hochul did not include.
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We want advocates and faith leaders to understand where we are in the budget negotiation

process and what they can do to influence the final outcome in the last days to build a more just
New York.

Among the topics to be discussed are:
General Budget Overview
Economic Development—Reinvent Albany Ron
Expanded Child Care
More Affordable Housing
Environmental and Climate Justice
Expanded Home Care Wages
Fair Wages and Wage Theft Prevention
Health Care
Excluded Workers Fund
BACKGROUND AND RESOURCES

Please review the 2022 New York State Council of Churches Legislative Ask and accompanying
seminars by clicking here.

We invite you to listen to Brian Lehrer’s Interview with State Senator Liz Krueger, Chair of
the Finance Committee. Here also is a budget backgrounder by Sam Mellins in New York
Focus with some focus on the exclusion of the Excluded Worker Fund from the One House
Budget Resolutions but the inclusion of medical coverage for undocumented people. Here is
budget analysis that appeared in the New York Times and another analysis furnished by
Spectrum News. The City also offers its review of the budget..

Sign On’s and Legislative Ask Tools

FAIR PAY FOR HOME CARE

For a good discussion on Home Care view the State Street Forum featuring Ron Deutsch, New
Yorkers for Fiscal Fairness, Ron Shapiro from SEIU 1199 and several testimonies from Home
Care workers

SEIU1199 will be making the case for Home Care in Albany on March 23. If you would like to
make visits on legislators in Albany that day, contact. Peter Cook at Pcook@nyscoc.org or call
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508-380-8289. Here is an advertisement which has been running in media markets across the
state.

We also invite you to join our partners at Jews for Racial and Economic Justice which are
organizing a final push to get Fair Pay for Home Care Workers.

Fair Pay for Home Care is weeks away from winning or losing, and we have so many people
who want to be part of this fight that we need to raise more money this week. Can you give to
our Fair Pay direct-action fund to help pay for the accessible transportation and
accommodations we need to get hundreds of older adults and disabled people, family
caregivers, and home care workers to Albany and other local actions in the next few weeks?
(Give through the links in this email and it will direct your contribution!)

We are unimaginably close to winning a living wage for home care workers and ending
the shortage that is pushing older and disabled people out of homes and communities. But
we need the people most impacted by this issue to be leading, and that will mean a little more
money and a little more time from everyone who wants this to happen. That’s where you come
in, Peter.

Donate here, and sign up to take a 5 minute action-a-day for Fair Pay.

Keep reading if you want to help even more

Last weekend, the Senate and the Assembly included a fully-funded Fair Pay for Home Care
proposal in their budget recommendations. This is huge. But the third decision-maker,
Governor Hochul, isn’t yet on our side. If we are going to win, we need to change that. And
that takes people power!

Here is what you can do to to help make Fair Pay for Home Care a reality:

Donate to help cover costs for accessible transportation, accommodations, food, and art over
the next few weeks.

- Sign up to take a 5-minute virtual action a day for the rest of March! If you've already
signed up, invite your friends to join you.

- Sign up to phone bank JFREJ members and invite them to get involved in the campaign for
Fair Pay!

- Join us on Wednesday, March 30th, in Albany for final major direct action!

We have come this far because of people like you, Peter, who are giving what they can to this
fight. Now is the moment to keep going. We need you to dig in with us for the next few weeks.
Let's win this.

Zahara Zahav, JFREJ Director of Organizing
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ECUMENICAL AND INTERFAITH RELATIONS

WAR, PEACE, IMMIGRATION HUMAN RIGHTS AND RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM

From the National Council of Churches:

As we witness the destruction of Ukrainian cities and the continual bombings of residential
buildings, hospitals, and schools as well as attacks on a power plant, nuclear waste site, and gas
pipeline, we again pray with the world community for peace and an end to Russia’s war against
Ukraine.

This week we saw the bombing a theater where over 1,000 women, children, and seniors were
sheltering with “children’ painted on the pavement on both sides of the building. Many of their
fates are still unknown as the search continues for survivors. Acts that deliberately target
civilians and use disproportionate force are war crimes. The chief prosecutor of the
International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague has announced that an investigation into
alleged war crimes and crimes against humanity committed in Ukraine since Russia’s invasion is
forthcoming and European nations have volunteered to document the instances and collect the
evidence.

With this week’s tragedies in mind, let us pray.
Almighty and Eternal God,

We hang our heads in overwhelming sorrow while witnessing the massive number of deaths in
Ukraine and the destruction of its cities.

We deeply mourn these deaths, especially the children who have lost their young lives filled with
promise.

Be present with all who weep and cry out in anguish.

With your divine presence, Lord, bring an end to this war by Russia.



Move Russia’s leaders to stop the bombardment of Ukraine and the killing of its people.

Give wisdom to world leaders about the most effective ways to intervene and dissipate the harm
being caused.

Fill the people of Ukraine with hope and fortitude that peace will prevail and their freedom will
endure.

Amen.

Church World Service Calls for Signatures to Support Displaced Ukrainians

Church World Service is circulating a faith sign on letter urging the administration to support
Ukrainians and uphold protections for displaced and at-risk populations. The deadline for
signatures is Wednesday, March 23, 2022.

Faith leaders can sign on using this form.
Faith organizations (local, state, national) can sign on using this form.

In addition. CWS is urging the administration "to robustly respond to protection needs of all
displaced and at-risk populations without discrimination, including displaced individuals of
African-descent and stateless people,” the specific asks to the administration included in the
letter are:

1. Do everything in your power to see that the United States continues to invest in
humanitarian and displacement assistance and to support UNHCR'’s emergency response
efforts to ensure people have access to shelter, food, medicine, and other forms of
humanitarian aid in Ukraine and neighboring countries;

2. Ensure swift processing of pending refugee applications for Ukrainians, and non-Ukrainians
who had been in Ukraine, at all potential processing locations and especially in Ukraine’s
neighboring countries;

3. Facilitate family reunification processing to reunite loved ones, such as by processing
Ukrainians and non-Ukrainians who had been displaced in Ukraine with pending 1-130 family
petitions through the U.S. resettlement program;

4. Support non-governmental organizations in Ukraine and neighboring countries to assist
internally displaced individuals or individuals seeking asylum in Ukraine and other host
countries;

5. Recognize unique barriers encountered by stateless persons displaced in and fleeing
Ukraine and better identify and protect such individuals; and

6. Immediately designate Special Student Relief (SSR) to protect Ukrainian students in the
United States.
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SANCTIONS Sanctions are not applied universally on Russia because of their invasion of
Ukraine, it is worth noting the different reasons some countries have been reluctant to impose
sanctions. Here is an analysis from NBC News.

AFGHANISTAN

Ogletree Denkins, a law practice in North Carolina, offered this analysis on Temporary Protected
Status for Afghani refugees.

On March 16, 2022, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced the
designation of Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for Afghan nationals for eighteen months.
Under the designation, TPS will apply to nationals of Afghanistan who have continuously
resided in the United States since March 15, 2022. The TPS designation is based on the ongoing
armed conflict by the Taliban and the “extraordinary and temporary conditions” in Afghanistan
that prevent Afghan nationals from returning safely. The eighteen-month designation will go into
effect on the publication date of the forthcoming notice in the Federal Register.

As a result, Afghan citizens who are temporarily present in the United States are permitted to
remain in the United States and apply for work authorization for the duration of the TPS
designation. Employers may want to consult the Federal Register for details about how to
comply with employment verification requirements.

Ogletree Deakins’ Immigration Practice Group will continue to monitor developments with
respect to these and other policy changes and will post updates on the Immigration blog as
additional information becomes available. Important information for employers is also available
via the firm’s webinar and podcast programs.

Remember to frequently visit our website which is updated daily with new information
and events

The New York State Council of Churches relies on contributions to carry out its ministry, please
donate

Also, like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter
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