Hindi Language Study Guide

The Hindi language is mainly influenced by the Devnagari script.

THE HINDI ALPHABET

On the basis of pronunciation, Hindi Alphabet has 45 letters which contains 10 vowels and 35
constants. However, on the basis of writing, there are 52 letters in which there are 13 vowels, 35

constants and 4 combined constants.

VOWELS

On a writing basis there are 13 vowels in the Hindi language alphabet. Vowels are known as

Svara (¥a) in Hindi.

13 vowels — 31, 311, S, é, 3,3,7T, ff, 3-ﬁ, 3-ﬁ', A, 3 (-123 Anusvara), 3T: (Visarg)

Vowel Pronunciation Use Vowel Pronunciation Use
3 uh % Tae &
3T aa FI T ai &

g 1 foh 31T o Ea)
s ee &1 31 au Ea)
3 u P Hri ]
> 00 % 31: uha &
3H un EY)
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e The Indian government keeps the vowels counting limited to 11 for the Hindi language.
The highlighted vowels in the given table are not used in Hindi. However, they are used
in Sanskrit.

e "' is actually known as a half vowel, but the Indian government considers it as full in

counting.

CONSTANTS
e 35 constants: &, @&, I, €, 3, T, B, I, 3, 31, €, 5,35, 8, UL, d, U, T, 4, 1,9, F, §, H, 7, T,
Lo, d,U,Y9,9,8,53, G.
e 4 Combined constants — &T, , 3T, &

Although it may seem that a lot of these have the same pronunciation, they sound pretty different.

Many of these are not used in the English language so it may be hard to pronounce these at first.

Y ka tC) kha I ga Yghas da
2l cha S chha o1 ja S jha 3T na
< ta S tha Sda G dha UT na
o ta g tha G da ¢ dha o1 na
9 pa % pha o ba Hbha H ma
T ya { ra ol la dvasg da
q sha g sha H sa ghad da
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Combined Constants:
These are made by combining two constants or a constant and a vowel.

e &§7=h+ U (ksha)

&1l (Kaksha)- classroom
e I=d+ I (tra)

9T (Patr)- letter
e =19+ I (gya)

3Tl (Gyan)- knowledge
® A=+ ¢ (shri)

AH (Shram)- hard word

SYMBOLS

(£5)- 3TeTeTT 4 f&e- Anunasik
Gives a nasal sound to a word.

> HAT- mother

(3)- HAHLAR- Anuswaar
Represents the constant sT when its used as a sound instead of a letter.

> 3[eaT > J1GI- Ganda(dirty)

GRAMMAR
Adding certain alphabets at the end of a noun can define gender.

Masculine- aa
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Feminine- 1/ iya

There are no definite or indefinite articles in Hindi.

Singular and plural nouns aren’t always distinguishable.

Masculine Feminine

Singular a 1/ iya

Plural e iyaan/ ein
Examples:
Singular Plural
Boy LT Ladka of8% Ladke
Girl TSl Ladki eTsfohaT Ladkiyaan

Hindi verbs: follow a subject.
have a tense.

Can either be habitual, accelerating or perfective.

To have AT/ ETHT Hona To eat WTdT Khana
To get YTelr Peena To drink 9T Peena
To give Sl Dena To come 3TelT Aana
To go STl Jana To see G&=T Dekhna
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To be LG Hona To want dTgall Chahna

To change dceldl Badalna To sleep @YAT Sona

To call Sellell < Bulana To like 98¢ gler Pasand hona

To walk Jelall Chalna To talk SlTeloTT Bhagna To Bolna

read Yol

To run HTITAT Padhna

To do T Kar na To write for@eT Likhna

To HHASTAT Samajhna To teach YgTIT/ aarr Padhana/

understand sikhana

To learn HIEaT Seekhna To play WelelT Khelna
Persons

Me & Main

You 3119, dH Aap (formal), tum (informal)

She/ he/ they dg Vah

Her/ him/ them dg Vah

more cRIA) zyada More than S<JTGT Se zyada

less hH cum Less than 3T Se cum
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carlier Cl%ﬁf Pehle
currently 3787 Abhi
later a1 # Baad me
and IR aur or T yaa
Weather
rain aTier baarish fog aIeT kohra
SNOW I baraf cloudy &T¢TelT 3 dhundhla
sunshine ‘EII'C[\ dhoop cold 38 thand
warm IRNA garam
Day/ Time of Day

Yesterday and tomorrow are referred to by the same word. We can differentiate by the tense of

the rest of the sentence.

yesterday ol kal morning '\':Fcl'g’ subah
today 3ATST aaj afternoon aragl dopahar
tomorrow ol kal night 1 raat
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Days Of The Week

The days of the week in Hindi are named after Hindu gods.

Monday AIAGR somvaar
Tuesday HITTAR mangalvaar
Wednesday SYdR < budhvaar
Thursday HTITAAR bhraspativaar
Friday % dR shukravaar
Saturday IfeldR shanivaar
Sunday TdIdR ravivaar
Greetings

To address someone with respect we can add certain terms before their name:

Male- 4T (shree)
Female- (shreemati)

Or, we can add (jee) after their name.

hello FHTA namaste
How are you? 379 $H&g? Aap kaise hain?
I’'m fine, you? ﬁa?“_giff-, 3T9? Main theek hoon, aap?
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What’s your name?

37T =TT AT 82 Aapka naam kya hai?

goodbye STHEA namaste
Excuse me 'Hﬁof T suniye
See you again Y A3 Phir milenge
See you tomorrow ol fHeidl Kal milenge
okay &b & Theek hai
Let’s go IfSIT chaliye

Colors

The term “color’ is called T3T(rang) in Hindi.

Black hlell kaala yellow 9TelT peela
white qthe, safed green T bhoora orange sTR3f hara
brown HI naarangi
red I laal purple ST & bengani
blue ATl neela
NUMBERS
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The numbers in Hindi can get tricky.

0 Zero o Qle1;" shunya
1 One ¢ Uch ek
2 Two gl do
3 Three 3 It teen
4 Four ¥ I chaar
5 Five $ 9T paanch
6 Six & &g chhah
7 Seven b HTd saat
8 Eight ¢ 3113 aath
9 Nine Q 7l Nau
10 Ten g0 CH das
11 Eleven ¢¢ IYNT gyaara
12 Twelve ¢ T baara
13 Thirteen ?3 X Tera
14 Fourteen 2¥ Tler Choda
15 Fifteen 83 9g <TPandra
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10 ten g0 gd das
20 twenty R0 &1 bees
30 thirty 30 A tees
40 forty Yo ATl chaalis
50 fifty Yo YTH pachaas
60 sixty &0 HTS sath
70 seventy o HY sattar
80 eighty ¢o 3TEHT assi
90 ninty Qo T nabbhay ¢ oo &l sau

100 hundred

Telling The Date

> Saturday, December 10th 2022

AfAaR, ¢o fgTFaR 0
Shanivaar, 10 december 2022

In India, as in many eastern countries, the date comes before the month. Meaning:

10/12/2022

The date is in the dd/mm/yyyy format.

Whereas, the date generally is in the mm/dd/yyyy format; 12/10/2022.
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Telling The Time:
A quarter is shown with the term HdT (sawa).
A half is shown with the term HT¢ (saade).

A three quarter is shown by the term gl (paune) with the number of the next hour after
it.

10:00 Ten o’clock g0:00 & &t Das baje
10:05 Five past ten g0:04 TH olohl U
Das bajkar
fAeT
paanch minute
10:10 Ten past ten §0:90 gy dolhl cH
Das bajke das
fAeT
minute
10:15 quarter past ¢0:24 HdT ¢H Sawa das
ten
10:30 Half past ten g0:30 Q:IT(TE\'\’:I' Saade das
10:45 Quarter to 20:%93 Tls1aaE Paune gyara
eleven
MAKING SENTENCES

The Hindi language generally follows the subject-object-verb pattern.
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I am Ram.

FHHE 3

N

Main Ram hoon.

I am 15 years old.

H 15 S TAFE )

Main 15 saal ka hoon.

I like to read.

. .
H] UGl THG ¢

Mujhe padhna pasand hai.

I am currently learning Hindi.

Fpente adEwEs )

Main abhi Hindi seekh raha hoon.

For example, in English we would say:
She went out to play.

In Hindi:

g STEY Woleldrs AT

Wah bahar khelne gayi thi.

But if we said the same in the word arrangement like in Hindji, it would be:

She out to play went.

The full stop/ periodt used in English is replaced by a straight line: |

The rest of the punctuations remain the same.
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PREFIX
These are called 39H3T ('rﬁ'upsarg) in Hindi.

There are not many prefixes in Hindi although the ones in Sanskrit and Urdu are used commonly

as well.
Hindi prefix
Prefix Meaning English Use Meaning
Yy 3T Half 3T¥IaTell Half burnt
3 AT Without 31ST Devastated
5 ST < Bad $dTel Bad move
q ERUR* el Not complete G&ell ¢ Very thin
foer & foar Without fS=¢@T Without seeing
H T < Full ¥9< Full stomach

H/ H 33T Good HYF Good son
9 o 2o ]
SUFFIX

These are called eI (pratyay) in Hindi.
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There are many suffixes in Hindi but the main ones are given below.

Suffix Pronunciation Use Meaning
3-]1'5(‘; Aai ﬁ!ﬂTé‘; To sew

3Tgc Aahat geTg< Nervousness
Jrac Aavat HalTd< To decorate
3TeT Aan 3371 Fly

kiic) Aav TOUT hide

é’ Ee HSIGHI Labour
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