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The Chinese language is based on characters. Each character is generally made up of one
pinyin syllable. A pinyin syllable consists of an initial, final, and tone. The exception to this

rule is that there are syllables that only have a tone and a final (excluding an initial.)
Chinese Characters:

e Chinese characters are symbols used for writing Chinese.

e Each character represents a block of meaning.

e Each character has its own set of meanings that, when combined with other character(s),
give the meaning of an entire word.

e Each character follows a strict stroke order.

=

e Examples of Chinese characters: 45, &, 2, #x
Pinyin:

e |s aphonetic transcription of Chinese characters that use the Roman alphabet to
pronounce words, however pronunciation, and spelling of pinyin letters are different from
English letters.

e Pinyin consists of two parts. The first part is called the initial: the first letter of a word
(usually consonants.)

e The second part is called the final: the last letter(s) of a word.
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Basic Chinese Pinyin Alphabet Pronunciation

Simple Finals

spent | pole man farm stay | talk now lemon

g k h J q X
sky kite height | jeep | cheese | shee

p
zh ch sh r z c S
judge | chick | shop | river kid cats sad

Formal Finals

Yy w

\“y” and “w” are place holders when there are no initials in a pinyin syllable.

TSR RS
1

e When “y” is connected to y” is silent.

99 €6

e When “y” is connected to “u,” “y” is silent and together they make an “ii” sound.

29 ¢¢ 99 e .9

e,” or “o0,” “y” is non-silent and sounds like

e When “y” is connected to “a, “1.”
e When “w” is connected to “u”, “w” is silent.

e When “w” is connected to a, €, or 0; w is non-Silent and reads as “u.”

Simple Finals

a 0 €




father | law ago
i u U ** as you make a continuous
bee who

“ee” sound, round your lips
into the position they would

need to make an “00” sound.

Compound Finals

ai ei ao ou
ia ie

ua uo

Ue

iao iou/iu | uai uei/ui

Nasal Finals
an en in un
ian dan | uan un
ang | eng | ong | ing
jlang | iong | uang | ueng

Special Final

e e Always by itself

e Can never be put after an
initial

Tones (5 in total:)




The Chinese language has many characters with the same sound, so it can be hard to
differentiate the meaning of these characters while speaking without adding tones to these
words. Tones marks are added to pinyin to indicate the Chinese word that is being implied
while speaking to others.

1. First tone (flat tone—)
e consistently flat like walking across a smooth surface.
e shown as a straight horizontal line above a pinyin final letter.
2. Second tone (rising tone /)
e consistently rises moderately like going up a hill.
e shown as a rising diagonal line above a pinyin final letter.
3. Third tone (falling and rising tone v )
e falls and rises like riding a roller coaster.
e shown as a by a dipping line above a pinyin final letter.
4. Fourth tone (falling tone'\)
e Goes down very rapidly.
e shown as a falling diagonal line above a pinyin final letter.
5. Fifth tone (neutral tone)
e relatively short and weak.

e there is no tone mark above the pinyin final letter.

Example:



tone pinyin character meaning

st — mi 15 mother
2nd / ma B numb
3rd J ma 5 horse
4th ma E scold
5th ma IE] question

Overview of how all these components come to together to form characters

Initial |

Svllable

1/J~

Chlnese Character

https://www.digmandarin.com/learn-chinese-pinyin.html

General rules for a Chinese sentence:

o The words “the” and “a” do not exist in Chinese.
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e Never place a question word at the beginning of a question as you do in English unless
the question word is the subject of the sentence.

e The word order remains the same in both statements and questions.

Subject+ Verb+ Object

Examples:
EEXRLD. WmEH. 2 HHILF .
Wo xihuan tidou. Ta kansha. Ta shi wo de érzi.
I like potatoes. ) He reads books. 2 He is my son.

Complex sentence structure for a Chinese sentence:

Subject+ adverbial (time/place/manner) + verb + object (receiver of the action.)

Examples:
Character: & IPNEER
Pinyin: Li mingtian chi zhongean.

Literal Translation: Li tomorrow eat chinese food.
Standard Translation: Li will eat chinese food tomorrow.

Characters: ZERXTF=RPEFENERF.
Pinyin: Li zu6tian xiawt san didn ban qu kan waigué dianying.
Literal Translation: Li yesterday afternoon 3:30 go watch foreign movie.

Standard Translation: Li went to watch a foreign movie at 3:30 yesterday afternoon.

Varying ways to ask and answer Questions




e A common way to form a question in Chinese is by repeating the verb or adjective

in its affirmative or negative form.

Example:

Person A:

Characters: /RELFE ?

Pinyin: Ni xianzai ?

Literal Translation: You right now

Standard Translation: Are you right now? / Are you busy right now?
Person B:

Characters: BZIENRIC,

Pinyin: Wo Xianzai bu mang.

Literal Translation: I right now not busy

Standard Translation: | am not busy right now.

Person A:

Character: fK BHEM?

Pinyin: Ni kan dianshi?

Literal Translation: You watch TV?

Standard Translation: Do you to watch TV?/ Do you want to watch TV?
Person B:

Characters: 2B EFE HM.,
Pinyin: Shi wo xiang kan dianshi.
Literal Translation: Yes, | want watch TV.

Standard Translation: Yes, | do want to watch TV.

e Questions ending with IBma



Subject+ Verb+ Object +
When 5 is added to the end of a declarative statement, it turns it into a yes or no question.
To answer the question affirmatively, drop the 15 from the end of the question,

To answer the question “negatively,” drop the 1% and insert a negative adverb before the

verb in the sentence.
Example:

Person A:

Characters: K & &5 ?

Pinyin: Ni shi laoshi ma?

Literal translation: You are teacher ?

English Translation: Are you a teacher?

Person B: Answer 1 or Answer 2
Characters: FAEEI, VS. HoE LI,
Pinyin: Wo bushi ldoshi. W0 shi laosht.
Literal translation: | am not teacher. | am teacher.
Standard Translation: | am not a teacher. | am a teacher.

e Questions ending with ZFI5 (hio ma)



To ask for someone’s opinion use, “fif"% ? ” after stating an idea or a

suggestion. People also use “/T8", “E4LHF", “IFAH" interchangeably

with this as well.

Example:

Person A: 3] % 1R &K ?
Women qu ni jia, ?
Let's go to your house, ?

Person B: i ! BT FREMREK.

Héao! Women xia ci qu ni jia.

Okay! Next time we’ll go to your house.

e Content questions that require real answers (

)

Question and answers use the same phrase order, so you can simply replace the question

word with your answer when replying back to a question.

Example for questions asking “what?”

Person A
Character: # =2 ?
Pinyin: Na shi ?
Literal Translation: That is

Standard Translation: is that?

Example for questions asking “who?”

Person B
S,
Na shi gou,
That is dog.

That is a dog.



Person A
Character: fii &k ?
Pinyin: Ta shi ?
Literal Translation: He is ?
is he?

Standard Translation:

Examples for questions asking “when?”

Person A

Character: {RiJ4 H & ?

Pinyin: Ni de shéngri shi %

Literal Translation: Your birthday is ?

January first.

Standard Translation: is your Birthday?

Person A

Character: #l{F 72

Pinyin: Xianzai le?

Literal Translation: Right now ?

Standard Translation: is it right now?

Person B
e EE,
Ta shi wo baba
He is my dad.

He is my dad.

Person B

BHEHR—A—%

W6 de shéngri shi y1 yue y1 hao.

My birthday is

My birthday is January first.

Person B
RER+—R=t—
Xianzai shi shiy1 didn ershiyi.
Right now is 11:21

It’s 11:21 right now.



Example for questions asking “where?”

Person A Person B
Character: fR% ? LB,
Pinyin: Ni qu ? W6 qu tashi guan.

Literal Translation: You go ? | go library.

Standard Translation: are you going? | am going to the library.

e Content questions that require “because* as an explanation (why)

Example:
Person A: Person B:
Characters: K EXRAL ? HEMAE, WAEA S
Pinyin: Ni xthuan hua? W6 xithuan hua, yinwei tamen hén piaoliang.
Literal Translation: You like flowers? I like flowers because they are beautiful.
Standard Translation: do you like flowers? I like flowers because they are beautiful.

e Important grammar to remember

The conjunction }f (na) then: in that case

Jlconnects two sentences together or links up the sentences by the

two speakers.



Example:

Speaker A: 4 K %, (We have nothing to do tonight.)
Jintian wanshang méishi.

Speaker B: HFATEE HZ, (In that case, let's go see a movie.
)

Na women qu kan dianying.

The preposition and verb%s (g&i)

e Can be a verb or a preposition.
e Prepositions are generally combined with pronouns to form prepositional phrases which

appear before verbs and verbals.

Example of % in sentences:
1R 45 BT B
Ni ging géi wo da dianhua

Please give me a call.

RARGHE — I, 114 ?
Ni géi wo kan yixia, xing ma?

Can you let me take a look?

The model verb 8 (Xidng) want to: would like to

e Has multiple meanings.

e Must be followed by a verb or a clause.



Example:
IR ¥ AR 2
Ni xidng ting yinyue¢ ma?

Would you like to listen to some music?

= (yao)

e Has many meanings.
e Indicates a future action particularly a scheduled event or an activity one is committed to.

e Should be placed in front of the action verb to indicate the future action.
Examples:

1. FAT P EER,
Women xiawtl yao kdoshi

We are going to have a test today this afternoon.

2. PEETIINAHIZ,
Wo yao qu wo de péngyodu de jia.

| am going to my friends house.

The adverb j (bié)

e Used to advise someone to refrain from doing something
Example:
LARGIESE S, 1 B S

Ni bié shud yingwén. Qing shud zhongwén,



Don’t speak English. Please speak Chinese.

R R
Ni bié jinlai.

Don’t come inside.

—TF (yixia) and (—)/&  (Yidiin)

e — [Modifies verb
e —iModifies object
e Following a verb, both — I and -iican soften the tone in a

question or an imperative sentence making it more polite.
Examples:
1B — e A
W hé yidian kafei.

I’1ll have a small amount of coffee.

RARFE — T, KIEERI I ?
Ni kan yixia, zhe shi shéi de zhaopian?

Take a look, whose photo is this?

The preposition fi(Zai; at, in, on)

Person A: {RIYM AAEME L,
Ni de péngyou zai nd'er.
Where is your friend?

Person B: fih{E K,



Ta zai xuéxiao.
He is at school.

The particle ' (ba)

e Ba is a sentence final “suggestion” particle, often used at the end of an imperative
sentence to soften the tone of the sentence.

Examples:

1. ERABIRL.
W6 bang ni ba.
I will help you.

2. IR R,
Ni hé didn chéa ba.

Have some tea.

The particle [ (le)

e Used to indicate past tense.
e Indicates that something has already happened or has been achieved.
e Placed after verb or at the end of a sentence.

Examples

180 7T iR,
W6 hele y1 ping kéle.
| drank a coke.

2 ARWE KM A g 2



Ni zuotian wanshang kanshti male ma?
Did you read a book last night?

Measure words:

used to classify the type of object being discussed.

e generally is placed between a numeral and a noun.

e In English, we simply say “seven spoons,” but in Chinese, you would have
to say “seven (measure word) spoons.”

e The most widely used measure word is /4> (gé), but there are many

other specific measure words for different things such as

people, vehicles, flat objects etc.

Examples:

1. 2.

1 person 1 pencil

—MA —HE
Yige rén Y1 zhi gianbi.

More measure words

People ge or wei ™ or

fir
Books bén A
Vehicles liang %
flat objects (paper) zhang 5k
Long round objects (pens, pencils) zhi a
Rooms jian ]
Numbers

e How to count in Chinese (#1-10):



0 1
- = .
Ling vi

L

zan sl

Wil

TRVAY

23 4 5 6 7809
t N

lin qf

10
I_

ba jitt shi

e How to count in Chinese (#11-19)

10+1=11 >+— 10+2=12 o+ 10+3=13 2 +=
10+4=14 =14 10+5=15 = t+% 10+6=16 =1~
10+7=17 =+ 10+8 =18 = /\  10+9=19 =1 /L
How to count in Chinese (20-99)
10x2=20 10x3=30 10x4=40 10x5=50 10x6=60 10x7=70 10x8=80 10x9=90
— =+ P+ I+ Nt tt+ N+ i+
10x2+1=21 10x5+1=51 10x7+1=71
G P +— t+—
10x3+2=32 | 10x4+2=42 10x6+2=62 10x8+2+82
=+= 118 b N+ N+Z
10x6+3=63 10x9+3=
10x2+3=23 ~t= +=
—+=
10x5+4=54 10x8+4=84
Fi+-Pu J\—+-H
10x4+5=45 | 10x5+5=55 | 10x6+5=65
y+4 i N+H
10x2+6=26 10x7+6=76
N €+~




10x3+7=37
=+t

10x8+7=87
N+t

10x4+8=48
-\

10x7+9=79
i

10x9+9=
i+

Time:

Always start off from the biggest time unit to the smallest time unit (from most general to

specific.)

Example 1:

Characters: H#_F=H=F_ A +=FH4E,
Pinyin: Wo ¢r ling ling san nian ér yue shisan hao chiishéng.
Literal Translation: | 2003 March 13 born.

Standard Translation: | was born on March 13.

Example 2:

Characters: £k N\ SFEA DA,

Pinyin: Wo wanshang ba dian ling wu fén chi wancan.



Literal Translation: I night 8:05 eat dinner.

Standard Translation: | eat dinner at 8:05 p.m.

e Years

Year () always follows the numbers referring to that year. Unlike in

English, years in Chinese are pronounced one digit at a time.

Example:
2018 2019 2020
TR —\4E —HE—JUEE B

Er ling yiba nidn

ér ling yijilt nian

ér ling ér ling nién

e Months
Jan. Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May |June |July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. Dec.
—H —H |=As |WWA |HA | €A |)\\A |”A |tA +— +=A
Yiyué¢ | &r |an si |wa |liu |q1 ba jia shi | Hshiyl | shi'ér
yue |YU€ |yue |YUE |yue |YUE |Yyué |yue |yyua |yue yué

e Days of month 5 (Hao:)

Grammatical structure: _A_¥&-

Examples:




June 22nd = 7~

April 2= UH —5&

December 30" = +_H =+5%

Monday is the first day of the week in China.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday | Friday Saturday | Sunday
EHl— B “xin | E#l=xing | EHMUxin | E#Fixin | EHxin | 2HIKxin
Xingqi yi | gqi‘er qisan gqisi gqiwi gqiliu gqitian
e Time of day
2E zioshang early morning
EF shangwii morning
R zhdongwii noon time
TF xiawii afternoon
e E winshang evening or night

e Hours




1 o’clock 2 o’clock 7 o’ clock 10 o’ clock 11 o’ clock 12 o’ clock
— R -y | t & + 5 +— = —Xshi'ér dian
Yidian ér dian q1 diéin shi didn shiyT didn

e Minutes

Key words:

42(ban) = half an hour

Grammar placement: __ fi“f
Examples:
5:30= A E4

1230 >+ |14

%I(ke) = quarter of an hour

Grammar placement: ___gR—%l, _ RZ=Xl, _ =R=X

Example: 5:15=> 7 i — %
5:30 7L X
5:450> A H =X

4rfen = minutes

Grammar placement: __ /i 7y

Examples:
J>=R+=%
5:30 R =14
2:05 - REAS

Family:



Immediate Family Members

o EiGMama Mom

e RI3Emiqin Mother (formal)
e #Sbaba Dad

e A3Efuqin Father (formal)
e T A gege Older brother

e Z5BEdidi Younger brother
o fH#Hjigjie Older sister

e [Rikmeimei Younger sister

Dad’s Side of Family (paternal)

e 3F4F Yéyé grandfather

e fifindinai grandmother

e {A{A bobo dad’s older brother

e {AfFbomii older uncle’s wife

e MM shiishu dad’s younger brother

e fHf#ishénshen younger uncle’s wife
o Ihilfiglign dad’s sister

e i gizhang husband of dad’s sister

e I JlLtang xiong older male cousin



e HZEtang di younger male cousin
e o fHtang ji¢ older female cousin

e I ting mei younger female cousin

Mom’s side of family (maternal)

o /A Waigong grandfather

o #¥#Ewaipd grandmother

e HHjiljiu mom's brother

e BTjiuma wife of Mom's brother

e [fayi mom's sister

e Bsyizhang husband of mom's sister
e X Fbido g& older male cousin

e 3&ZBbido di younger male cousin



e FEELbidoméi younger female cousin

oy e
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