
Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world.
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.

anthropologist and author

Report to the Community



January 2012

Dear Colleagues,

Science in Vegas? What are the odds?

2011 was a terrific year for Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) professionals, 
educators and organizations based in Southern Nevada with the launch of the first ever Las 
Vegas Science Festival.

The event brought together over 80 organizations who provided over a hundred exciting free 
STEM-related programs to thousands of children and adults throughout Southern Nevada. 
An amazing 15,000 people participated in the week-long celebration of everything and any-
thing science related in our community. Over 1 million were reached through both paid and 
earned media activities. For one week in May, the Las Vegas Science Festival had many in our 
community talking about the importance of STEM  and what it means to our everyday lives 
and what it means to our future.

The Las Vegas Science Festival focused on three core areas most relevant to our community: 
Applied Sciences, Natural Sciences and Health Sciences. It featured the amazing work of 
STEM professionals and organizations working in our community.

The ultimate goal of the Las Vegas Science Festival is to raise the visibility for STEM, encour-
age STEM educational initiatives and careers, and raise science literacy in the community.

We owe a special word of thanks to our Las Vegas Science Festival 2011 lead organizations: 
the Las Vegas Natural History Museum, the Clark County School District, UNLV, the Desert 
Research Institute and the event’s founding producers Exhibit IQ. This year’s Festival was 
completely funded through the generosity of our sponsors including Walmart, Cox Commu-
nications, NV Energy, the Mirage, Bank of America and Western Exterminators. In addition, 
each of our lead and participating organizations contributed thousands of hours of volunteer 
time to make the dream of a Las Vegas Science Festival a reality in 2011.

We now turn our attention to the 2012 event. We look forward to including you and your 
organization among the growing list of prominent individuals, companies and STEM-related 
organizations that recognize that our community’s future relies on science literacy.

John H. Good			   Marilyn Gillespie
Founder & Co-Director		  Co-Founder & Co-Director
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Exhibit IQ			   Las Vegas Natural History Museum
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2011 Festival - By the Numbers
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Participants were able to choose to go to one or more of the following unique events:

•  Tours and special programming at The Las Vegas Natural History Museum,  
	 Atomic Testing Museum, Clark County Museum, and the Henderson Space and Science Center;
•  Exclusive behind-the-scenes tours and talks at the Clark County Office of the Coroner/Medical Examiner, 		
	 Cleveland Clinic Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health, Cord Blood America, and the Touro University 		
	 Gross Anatomy Lab;  
•  Laboratory tours led by field scientists at the Desert Research Center, UNLV Geosciences Department, 
	 and the UNLV Harry Reid Center for Environmental Studies;
•  Star-gazing, shark encounters, dolphin observations, or spring explorations at the Planetarium at CSN, 		
	 Shark Reef at Mandalay Bay, Siegfried & Roy’s Secret Garden and Dolphin Habitat at the Mirage, 		
	 and the Las Vegas Springs Preserve;
•  Nature walks and talks at Ash Meadows National Wildlife Refuge, and Red Rock Canyon 
	 National Conservation Area;
•  The science of food at Atomic #7 and
•  Exploring the local effects of global climate change at Desert National Wildlife Refuge

The “Science is Everywhere” day provided the Southern 
Nevada Valley community an opportunity to experience 
science in the places where it actually happens.  Families 
and adults went behind-the-scenes for exclusive looks at 
the innovative science found in our own backyards.  

Those that participated were engaged, enthusiastic, and 
actively curious about the science happening in our com-
munity. They represented a diverse range of ages, gen-
ders, ethnicities, and socioeconomic status.  Attendance 
at events ranged from 15 – 600.

Science is Everywhere!



2011 LEAD ORGANIZATIONS
 

Las Vegas Natural History Museum

Clark County School District

University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Desert Research Institute 

 

Atomic Testing Museum, Bureau of Land Management, City of Henderson, 

City of Las Vegas, Clark County, College of Southern Nevada, Department of Energy, 

Dinosaur Discovery Site - St. George, Friends of Nevada Wilderness, 

Harry Reid Center for Environmental Studies, Las Vegas Arts District, 

Las Vegas Cultural Corridor, Las Vegas Convention & Visitors Authority, 

Lied Discovery Children’s Museum, Mad Science of Las Vegas, National Park Service, 

Nevada Division of State Parks, Nevada National Security Site, Public Lands Institute, 

Secret Garden at The Mirage, Shark Reef at Mandalay Bay, Springs Preserve, 

Southern Nevada Agency Partnership, Southern Nevada Health District, State of Nevada, 

The Neon Museum, The Planetarium at CSN, Tule Springs Ice Age Park, 

UNLV - Division of Educational Outreach, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest Service, 

Clark County Coroner’s Office, Henderson Space and Science Center

The 2011 Las Vegas Science Festival was produced by Exhibit IQ
in collaboration with the Las Vegas Natural History Museum.

John H. Good, Founder & Co-Director 
Marilyn Gillespie, Co-Founder & Co-Director
Krista Blaisdell, Media Director
Kathy Callahan, Communications Director
Carole Campbell, Program Director
Katy Mason, Expo Director

Victoria L. Ribeiro, Marketing Director
Victor Rodriguez, Creative Director
Mary Pike, K-12 Program Director
Allison Brody, Outreach Director
Travis Allen, Science is Everywhere Day Director
Guy Chapman, Volunteer Coordinator

FESTIVAL CORE TEAM

Recognitions

Participating Organizations



Science in the Community

The Las Vegas Science Festival is a collaborative effort of a variety of partners, including the Clark County School District – 
the fifth largest school district in the nation.  This partnership enabled the Science Festival to reach students and families 
in significant ways, including: 

•  classroom activities specifically prepared for Science Festival Week;
•  visiting STEM digniteries, including Robert K. Weiss Vice Chairman & President of X-Prize, and the “Rock Doctor” 
– guitar physicist Dr. Mark Lewney;
•  Science Festival programs, a detailed schedule of the week’s happenings, hand-delivered to every Clark County 
School District student.  

Community members had the opportunity to learn from experts through a variety of 
public programming options, including a “Great Debates” series.  Audience members 
at each of these programs were excited to meet the STEM professionals involved 
with serious, topical issues that have relevance for Southern Nevadans.  These public 
programs explored:

•  the ethics of stem cell research;
•  the question of whether science and religion can harmoniously co-exist;
•  the local impacts of global warming;
•  the future of science and technology in Nevada;
•  and the idea that innovation can be fostered through competition.

Audience members included families, adults, and volunteers.  Attendance at events ranged from 15 – 100.
Other Science Festival Public Programming included a Science and Art demonstration at First Friday, where hundreds of people 
practiced a traditional form of Japanese fish printing – called Gyotaku – and learned about the science behind it.  

On the Great Debate:  

Can Science and Religion 

Harmoniously Co-Exist, 
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Science Expo

	 The 2011 Las Vegas Science Festival culminated with the very popular Science Expo. Over 8,000 at-

tended the nine hour Expo that featured 60 science demonstration booths and two stages of science-themed 

entertainment at Cashman Center. The exhibitors represented STEM-based organizations and companies. 

Each exhibitor was asked to demonstrate STEM- principles most closely related to their organization or busi-

ness mission. Exhibitors were not allowed to sell or do any form of direct marketing. Booths were purely for 

educational demonstrations only. The variety and quality of the experiences were phenomenal. 

	 Participants had the opportunity to view sun spots through specially outfitted telescopes, control 

submersibles in large tanks, attend a live planetarium show, meet live animal ambassadors, watch competitive 

robots, learn about conservation efforts, see how communications technology works, create chemical reac-

tions, understand better nutrition and get their hands into all kinds of cool experiments. 

	 The two stages featured everything from the You Can Do Rubik’s Cube Competition Finals and the 

Cox Communication Stars of Science Video Scholarship Awards to guest speakers including Robert Weiss, 

president of the X Prize Foundation and UK-based Mark Lewney the “Rock Doctor” who demonstrates physics 

using rock music. Guests of the Expo reported an average stay of 4 hours. They also reported that this was 

one of the best public educational programs ever attended.



OUTLET

Associated Press

My News 3

8NewsNow.com

13ActionNews.com

Las Vegas Review Journal

Las Vegas Sun

USA Today

Las Vegas Review-Journal  

-- Newspapers in Education

Las Vegas Weekly

Vegas for the Family.com

Living-Las-Vegas.com

Family Life Page

CCSD Highlights 

Nevada Nonprofit News

TheRepublic.com

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

City of Las Vegas 

Examiner.com

ParentClick.com

SciAnswers.com

Las Vegas Business Press

Las Vegas Woman

Vegas PBS

Nevada Broadcaster’s Association Radio

TYPE

Wire Service

Television news

Website 

Television News  / Website

View News (on-line and print)

Newspaper / Website

Newspaper (national)

Newspaper and website

Community Weekly Newsprint / Website

Website

Website

Parent-distributed e- newsletter

Website

Website

E-Newsletter 

Ward 5 E-newsletter

Website featuring local news, events

Website – community directory

Social media

News magazine

Magazine

Educational Television 

Associated Press Feed

FEATURE

Picked-up Nationwide

Afternoon and evening news

Associated Press Feed

Associated Press Feed

Event post

Front page article; AP feed

Article

Event post; PDF brochure download

“Pick of the Week” calendar; blog post

Home page post

Home Page; Events Calendar; Vegas News Page;

Event post

Home page post

Associated Press Feed

Event post

Event post

Event post

Event post

Event post

Executive Snapshot

Event post

Inside Education

Las Vegas Weekly
Las Vegas Family
Desert Companion
El Mundo
Cox Communications
    Full partnership, 
    Spanish and English stations  
 KNPR  
 (both stations)
 KVEG 97.5  

 KVGQ
 Clear Channel  
       KSNE - 106.5  
       KPLV - 93.1 
       KWNR - 95.5  
 Lotus  
       KXPT - 97.1  
       KWID - Spanish  
KQRT
Social Media (Facebook)

Media Exposure

Purchased Media
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Las Vegas Science Festival 2.0

For More Information Contact:
Allison Brody, Managing Director

phone:  (702) 405-8822, ext. 208.  email:  allison@exibitiq.com

lasvegasciencefestival.com

The 2012 Las Vegas Science Festival will be a multi-faceted event spanning seven days:  April 29-May 5.  
A wide range of science and technology activities will celebrate science as a vital local force, offering some-
thing for everyone – families, adults, students, and teachers – and demonstrating that science doesn’t just 
happen in school or in the lab.  Participants will learn that science, technology, engineering, and math hap-
pen everywhere.

The 2012 Las Vegas Science Festival will feature:

•  Science is Everywhere Day - offering behind-the-scenes tours at twenty-five different sites, showing 	

	 where and how science happens in our community;

•  Science in the Community – five evening programs and panel discussions, featuring experts that 	

	 will integrate science with the arts, humanities, literacy, and more;

•  Science in the Schools -- scientists will visit local schools, giving students insights into the science 

	 behind-the-scenes and the story behind the scientist;

•  and the culminating Science Expo - filled with more than 75 booths with hands-on activities, 

	 demonstrations, entertainment, and education.

You can be part of this amazing, impactful community-wide event by being a volunteer, a speaker, an exhibi-
tor, or a sponsor.  Contact us today to figure out the best way to get you and your organization involved in 
the 2012 Las Vegas Science Festival.  Participants bring the Festival to life!

April 29 - May 5, 2012

Get Involved!
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2012 Sponsorship Opportunities

Las Vegas Science Festival 2011

Sponsorship Level Investment Exclusivity Benefit Summary

Presenting Sponsor $100,000 Yes Presenting Status - Above the Line

Inclusion at All Science Festival Events

Inclusion in All Media Events & Press Announcements

Prominent 20 x 20 Expo Booth 

Logo included on all Festival Materials

Category Sponsor -

Applied Science

$50,000 Yes Applied Science Category Presenting Status

Inclusion at All Applied Science Events

Inclusion in Applied Science Media Events & Announcements

Prominent 20 x 20 Expo Booth

Logo included on Category-Related Materials

Category Sponsorship - 

Natural Sciences

$50,000 Yes Environment Category Presenting Status

Inclusion at All Environment Events

Inclusion in Environment Media Events & Announcements

Prominent 20 x 20 Expo Booth

Logo included on Category-Related Materials

Category Sponsorship - 

Health Sciences

$50,000 Yes Health Category Presenting Status

Inclusion at All Health Events

Inclusion in Health Media Events & Announcements

Prominent 20 x 20 Expo Booth

Logo included on Category-Related Materials

Science is Everywhere Day Sponsor $50,000 Yes Science is Everywhere Day Presenting Status

Inclusion at all Science is Everywhere Day Events

Inclusion in Everywhere Day Media Events & Announcements

Prominent 20 x 20 Expo Booth

Logo included on Everywhere Materials

Science Expo Sponsor $50,000 Yes Science Expo Presenting Sponsor

Inclusion at the Science Expo

Inclusion in Science Expo Media Events & Announcements

Prominent 20 x 20 Expo Booth

Logo included on Expo Materials

K-12 Program Sponsor $25,000 Yes K-12 Programs Sponsor

Inclusion in K-12 Programs

Inclusion in K-12 Program Media Events & Announcements

Prominent 10 x 10 Expo Booth

Logo included on K-12 Materials

Festival Supporters $10,000 No 10 x 10 Expo Booth

Participation at Sponsor Events

Inclusion in General Media Announcements

Logo included on Materials including all Sponsors

Media Sponsors >$10,000 In-

Kind

No Participation at Sponsor Events

Inclusion in General Media Announcements

Logo included on Materials including all Sponsors



Vegas Science Festival
[See it, believe it] Thursday-Saturday, May 5-7
Maybe it’s too little too late, considering The Daily Beast has saddled Las Vegas with 
the moniker of America’s dumbest city, but it probably means something that we’ve 
finally gotten around to holding our first-ever Science Festival. Never underestimate 
the power of embarrassment. The multiday event has attracted some big-name brains 
to town, including Bob Weiss, creator of the X Prize” the global contest that in 2004 
handed $10 million to the team that built the world’s first private space vehicle” and 
is packed with the chance to rub elbows, or at least minds, with other leading lights, 
including experts from the Cleveland Clinic Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health and the 
Desert Research Institute. There’s even a First Friday event in which you can use the 
biology of fish to create your own work of art. Jason Whited, jwhited@lvcitylife.com.

Las Vegas City Life Blog:  05/05/2011

“Be like this guy. Go to the Science Festival.”




