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An understanding of 
AAPI culture and history 
is crucial to setting 
the groundwork for the 
next generation

C U R R E N T  S T A T E

Education is prioritized 
similarly by the broader AAPI 
community compared to 
Summit participants

Percent of survey responses that rank 
education and cultural competence in the 
top 3 most pressing issues

of Summit respondents 
believe that we have 
improved on AAPI 
education and cultural 
competence in the last 
3–5 years

Sources: TAAF Summit Survey (N=67); *General AAPI Sentiment Survey (N=994); Summit participant interviews
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O B J E C T I V E

Promote greater awareness, 
knowledge, and learning of AAPI 
culture and history across society; 
bridge education inequalities 
within the AAPI community

“

”

It’s impossible for the Asian 
American community to feel 
anything other than foreign unless 
our 200-year-old history is included 
in education. The fact that we’ve 
struggled in many of the same ways as 
black, Latinx, & other communities is 
just not taught. We need to get Asian 
American studies pushed not only in 
K-12, but in higher education as well.

Interview participant

One of our priorities is a multi-year 
strategy around education and 
promoting education in the arts 
space. The Smithsonian art wing is 
a huge step for our community.

Interview participant

Whereas progress in education 
has been made in a select number 
of localities, the details have not 
been ironed out, programs not fully 
implemented, and much more work 
left to be done across the board

Survey respondent

Ranked #6 out of 15 pressing issues surveyed

Ranked #6 out of 13 pressing issues surveyed
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Some progress has been made in teaching history via 
pushing policy and funding AAPI history initiatives

Sources: ”After 50 years, Asian American studies programs can still be hard to find,” NBC News; ”Schools are starting to mandate Asian American studies. More 
could follow suit,” NBC News; ”H.R. 2283 – 117th Congress: Teaching Asian Pacific American History Act,” www.GovTrack.us; “US Census Bureau releases key stats 
in Honor of AAPI Heritage Month,” U.S. Department of Commerce; “President Biden signs Queens Lawmaker’s bill to establish first national AAPI museum into law,” 
QNS; “PBS docuseries ‘Asian Americans’ explores decades of prejudice and perseverance,” USA Today; “AAPI voice are taking to social media to spread awareness to 
#StopAsianHate,” Forbes

The push to officially teach AAPI history and culture 
has seen state-level success in K-12

o Recently, there has been a renewed focus on AAPI education 
in K-12 schools

• In July 2021, Illinois became the first state to 
mandate Asian American history as part of its 
public school curriculum

• This was followed by similar curriculum changes and 
ongoing campaigns in New Jersey, Connecticut, 
California, NYC, Florida, Ohio, and other states

• On the federal level, Rep. Grace Meng introduced the 
Teaching Asian Pacific American History Act focused 
on furthering AAPI knowledge within the K-12 education 
system in the House in May 2021, which Sen. Mazie Hirono 
also introduced in the Senate in May 2022

o At the university-level, progress in AAPI education has 
been slower

UC Berkeley, UCLA, and SFSU 
established the first Asian 
American studies curricula in  

1969
 
In the half century since, 

fewer than 30 
other universities have followed 
suit despite student pressure



Notes:

A wide range of social and political institutions 
have helped spread AAPI heritage

There are significant intra-AAPI educational 
attainment and access gaps that are obscured 
when only looking at the AAPI group as a whole

o Museum exhibits and media have elevated the 
prominence of AAPI heritage

• In 2020, PBS released a documentary entitled 
Asian Americans focusing on AAPI history in 
the US, which won a Peabody award in 2021

• The New American Chinese Museum was 
established in Philadelphia in 2022 to spotlight 
over 170 years of history and combat hate

• Large corporate campaigns and social media 
influencer posts play a key role in reaching 
and educating the broader public on AAPI 
traditions and culture

o Monolithic grouping dilutes the educational 
needs of students 

• Distinct ethnic backgrounds, economic 
hardship or English proficiency challenges 
result in differing sets of academic needs

o There are significant academic disparities 
across the AAPI umbrella 

• Only 22% of Native Hawaiians and Pacific 
Islanders in California hold a bachelors 
degree, compared to 59% of Asian Americans 

• Refugees hailing from countries such as 
Myanmar, Bhutan, or Laos may experience 
lower educational attainment due to 
fleeing war and/or religious persecution

o Governmental institutions have also played a 
key role in promoting AAPI cultural awareness

• AAPI Heritage Month as a federally 
recognized celebration has promoted 
greater knowledge of the AAPI community

• In April 2022, the U.S. House and Senate 
unanimously passed a bill, which President 
Biden signed in June 2022, which takes 
the first steps toward creating a national 
AAPI museum

Source: “Gaps in Asian American, Pacific Islander Student Outcomes,” Inside Higher Ed


