
Civic 
engagement



4%
Community 
sentiment*

Ranked #10 out of 15 pressing issues surveyed

5%
Summit 
participants

Ranked #9 out of 13 pressing issues surveyed

Building power through 
political and community 
engagement is crucial 
for advancing the 
AAPI agenda

C U R R E N T  S T A T E

Civic engagement is viewed as a 
less pressing issue by both the 
Summit participants and members 
of the general AAPI community

Percent of survey responses that rank civic 
engagement in the top 3 most pressing issues

of Summit respondents 
view that there was a 
positive progression of 
civic engagement in the 
past 3–5 years

Sources: TAAF Summit Survey (N=67); *General AAPI Sentiment Survey (N=994); Summit participant interviews

82%

O B J E C T I V E

Foster a community of active 
participation towards civic duty, 
both within and outside of the 
political arena

“

”

At the end of the day, we need to have 
a bigger political voice. That’s what 
makes America beautiful – the voice of 
our people. There has to be an Asian 
American political agenda that protects 
our community, protects our voice, and 
protects small businesses.

Interview participant

The generation before ours focused 
on economic stability and survival and 
told their children not to focus on 
politics… but doctors, lawyers, CEOs 
are not immune to the hate that’s been 
happening. There needs to be a policy-
making effort to address issues for 
the next generation.

Interview participant

The community needs for civic 
engagement work to be cohesive and 
coordinated. Many of the organizations 
that do the work are under resourced. 
Even when voting is not necessarily 
their bread and butter, they are still 
being asked to undertake the work. 
Disinformation and media literacy 
must also be a priority.

Survey respondent



AAPIs are underrepresented in political positions, 
community engagement, and voter turnout

Sources: “STAATUS Index Report 2022,” Social Tracking of Asian Americans in the US; “Asian-Americans Seek More Respect, Authority in the Workplace,” Society for 
Human Resource Management; “About a third of Asian Americans say they have changed their daily routine due to concerns over threats, attacks,” Pew Research; 
“SurveyMonkey poll: 2021 American experiences with discrimination,” AAPI Data; “The History Of Solidarity Between Asian And Black Americans,” NPR; “In 2020, AAPIs 
saw the highest increases in voter turnout,” AAPI Data; “Census response rate in Asian communities,” Headwaters Economics; “Census 2020 has a Big Asian American 
Problem,” AAPI Data; “2020 Census Accuracy for Asian American and Pacific Islander Populations,” AAPI Data; “Here’s What The New Hate Crimes Law Aims To Do As 
Attacks On Asian Americans Rise,” NPR, Politico; “VOLUNTEERING IN THE UNITED STATES — 2015,” Bureau of Labor Statistics; AmeriCorps 2019 CPS CEV

AAPIs have amplified their political voice in 
recent years, but still trail national benchmarks

o AAPIs are dramatically underrepresented in elected office

o AAPI voter turnout has increased substantially in recent years, 
but more work must be done

• From 2016 to 2020, election turnout rose from 49% to 60% 
for Asian Americans and 41% to 56% for Pacific Islanders, 
the largest increases of any racial or ethnic groups

• However, this still lags the national turnout average of 67% 

o In the wake of a wave of COVID-driven hate crimes and Stop 
Asian Hate activism, Asian Americans have seen hard-won 
legislative progress 

• In May 2021, the House and Senate both overwhelmingly 
passed the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, which President Biden 
signed into law

• The bill faced criticism for focusing too much on crime 
prosecution and tracking, with minimal emphasis on the 
root causes of hate crimes and prevention

AAPI members made up just 
~0.9% 
of elected leaders across all 
levels of government

Hawaii 
is the only state whose share of 
AAPI elected leaders is nearly 
equivalent to its population

In 2021, 
the cities of Boston, Cincinnati, 
and Seattle all elected their first 
AAPI mayors



Notes:

Due in part to low outreach, the AAPI population 
still lags in civic and community engagement

o More than 50% of AAPIs reported having never been 
contacted by any political organization or party

o Before the 2020 census, only 55% of AAPIs reported being 
likely to fill out the census, due to data and privacy concerns, 
language barriers, and unfamiliarity with the process

o AAPI individuals also reported volunteering at lower rates 
than other groups

• A 2015 Bureau of Labor Statistics survey found that 18% of 
Asian Americans reported volunteering in the previous year, 
compared to the national average of 25% 

• Similarly, a 2019 AmeriCorps survey found that 25% of AAPIs 
reported volunteering, less than the 30% national average

52% 
had never been reached out to 
by the Democratic party, and 60% 
said the same about the GOP

Under-counting leads to less 
elected representation; a 1% 
undercount could lead to ~$25 
million in lost federal funding for 
AAPI programs

With extensive multilingual 
community outreach in 2020, 
the Asian American census 
omission rate dropped to 3.5% 
from 5.3% while the Pacific 
Islander census omission rate 
dropped to 6.6% from 7.9%


