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To celebrate National Dairy Month, we are decorating our own colorful cow. Cows 
are pretty cool animals, and here in Florida we have a lot of them, with herds rang-
ing from 150-5,000 cows. Florida dairy cows can produce 6-8 gallons of milk per 

day, and one gallon of milk is the equivalent of about 345 squirts of a cowʼs udder! 
Most cows in Florida are black and white cows, but today letʼs try to make these 
cows colorful by using a technique called sgraffito, where we scratch the surface. 

Colorful Cow
Sgraffito Art
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Gather Supplies:
•Cardstock Paper
•Pencil
•Black Sharpie
•Colored Oil Pastels
•Black Oil Pastels
•Toothpicks

Choose a picture of a cow and create your 
template. Any picture of a cow will do! Just 

trace the shape of the cow with a pencil.
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After you trace it with pencil, outline your 
drawing with a black Sharpie.

Then use the black oil pastel to 
color over everything.

 Take a toothpick and use it like a pencil to 
“scratch” different lines, patterns and 

shapes over the black oil pastel. Keep on 
scratching at your surface until you are 

satisfied with the design.
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Use oil pastels to color your cow and 
try to make it really colorful! Light 

colors look and work best! 
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This project is sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, and the Florida Council of Arts and Culture. With the support 
of the Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs and the Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade County Mayor and Board of County Commissioners and 
the City of Miami. Miami Children’s Museum is committed to supporting the full access and participation of all families. To request materials in an accessible format 
and/or any disability accommodation, please contact us at 305-373-5437 ext. 130 or access@miamichildrensmuseum.org seven days in advance of your visit. To 
request sign language interpreters, please initiate your request at least two weeks in advance. TTY users may also call 711 (Florida Relay Service).
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After you are 

done with your 
design, color 

your background.

What a 
moo-ving 

picture you’ve 
created! 


