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FROM THE DIRECTOR
Being Gay in the 70s and 80s was more of a challenge than it is today.  We all 
acknowledge that the road we travel is a bit easier, but certainly not easy.  And 
in the political climate of today, Rights are again at the forefront.  Civil Rights -- 
something that so many take for granted, and others reach for.  In the mid 70s Jane 
Chambers was living in New York, working in the television and theater industry 
and writing plays about women, Gay women and their struggles. Being “in the 
closet” was the norm at this time.  If you were to admit your sexuality you risked 
losing everything from your job, to your family, and even your children.  She wrote 
informative, insightful and realistic plays about what it was like to be Gay at that 
time, and a woman. She wrote about them falling in love, building lifelong lasting 
friendships, the sense of family and also the strength these women possessed and 
exhibited in a time of tragedy and loss.  

This is a story about multiple women one summer at Bluefish Cove.  One finds 
love for the first time at the end of her life.  Another falls in love with a stranger 
on the beach and her life is changed forever.  And the close friends who now 
have to deal with the loss of one of their own, who is so loved.  Yes, this is a story 
about Lesbians, but most of all, it’s a story about Women, and their ever-present 
strength.  Welcome to Bluefish Cove, to Lil’s cottage, the woman she falls in love 
with, the friends she’s made, and her Last Summer At Bluefish Cove.

Sharon

TIME AND PLACE
Bluefish Cove, a seaside cluster of rental cottages, summer 1980

There will be one 15-minute intermission

LARISSA NORRIS (Costume Design) is very active in the local community theatre scene. 
Her last show was as Makeup Designer for Little Women (ACCT). While she takes on vari-
ous roles (including being onstage sometimes), her past costuming credits include How I 
Learned to Drive (DS), Any Given Monday (DS), ‘Night, Mother (DS), The Great American 
Trailer Park Musical (DS), and Jeffrey (DS). She's excited to be working with Sharon (again) 
and this team and to bring this story to life. 

CATHY RIEDER (Set Painter) is excited to paint another of Matt Liptak’s awesome sets, 
her first at Dominion Stage. Cathy recently painted A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and 
Murder, Annie, Time Stands Still and Hairspray (RCP), Fallen Angels (NextStop), Arsenic 
and Old Lace and A Streetcar Named Desire (TAP). She has 14 WATCH nominations and 
awards for Shrek (RCP), Curtains (RCP), Ain't Misbehavin' (ESP) and Hairspray (LTA). Cathy 
especially thanks Matt for creating art together and Alex for his inspirational set construc-
tion. Beautiful!

JESSIE ROBERTS (Producer) is a past president and former Dominion Stage board mem-
ber. She holds a master’s degree in theatre from Brandeis University. After performing 
onstage in San Francisco and New York, she went over to the “dark side” and became 
an attorney. Since finding her way back to her second love, theatre, in about 2000, she 
has appeared in, worked on, or directed over 50 plays in the Northern Virginia area. (Her 
husband, Jon, is her first love.)

JON ROBERTS (Sound Design and Projection Design) is pleased to be back at DS after 
recent efforts with How I Learned To Drive (WATCH nomination). Having worked as an 
engineer with the USAF, a research manager at a three letter agency, and as a lawyer for 
way too long, Jon did sound design for a few years, before spending a year at the Yale 
School of Drama to actually learn how to be a sound designer. As a Projections Designer, 
Bluefish Cove has been great fun projecting, for the first time, part of the environment on 
the floor, as well as precisely mapping projections to the irregular surfaces of the walls, 
window, and dock. The coordination of both projections and sound has been particularly 
fun. We hope you enjoy.  As always, thanks to lovely wife Jessie (Producer), at the very 
least for agreeing to be a school widow during his time at Yale!    

SHARON VESELIC (Director) has returned from the Dallas/Fort Worth area after living 
there for 13 years and in that time directing a total of 30 Productions. From Children’s 
Theater, to Drama, to Musicals, to Comedies.  Before that time she was a Production 
Coordinator in New York City for “After School Specials” and a number of films and mini-
series.  She graduated from St. Leo’s College, with a BA in Theater Arts and went on to 
get her Masters in Childhood Education.  In the DC area she directed over 30 productions 
at Adventure Theater from Land of the Dragon to The Fantasticks to Oklahoma!. She was 
accepted to be the Directing Intern at Arena Stage for three years running before she 
moved to NYC.  Since returning to the Virginia area three years ago, Sharon has directed 
Steel Magnolias (LTA), Company (MCP), Cat On A Hot Tin Roof (RCP), How I Learned To 
Drive (DS), and now Last Summer At Bluefish Cove (DS).  Next up will be Sister Act (PWLT) 
in December.   Thank you to Dominion Stage for taking this leap to Bluefish Cove, the hard 
working staff and designers…and as always, the one person who makes this all possible 
with her love and support: Sally. 



ABOUT THE TEAM

HELEN BARD-SOBOLA (Properties) So many shows, so little space. Helen used to perform 
before she hid in the dark, organizing tables, handing items to actors, hunting for trea-
sures, scavenging yard sales and other theatres’ prop closets. “Begin doing what you want 
to do now.  We are not living in eternity.  We have only this moment. Sparkling like a star 
in our hand – and melting like a snowflake.” – Francis Bacon, Sr.  As always, my heart and 
life belongs to my family – Mike and Ally, and my pets!  Enjoy the show.

ALEX BRYCE (Master Carpenter) is looking forward to a vacation in Bluefish Cove!  He 
is a veteran set builder for Dominion Stage (Bachelorette; The Boys in the Band; 'Night, 
Mother -- 2016 WATCH Nomination for Outstanding Set Construction in a Play). He was 
last seen onstage as Quasimodo in The Hunchback of Notre Dame (TAP -- 2018 WATCH 
Winner for Outstanding Actor in a Musical). Many thanks for my crew for a beautiful 
beach home and to Dave Moretti and Jared Davis for their sage advice. Much love to BKN.

KEN AND PATTI CROWLEY (Lighting Design) are excited to be back at Dominion Stage, 
and to be working with Sharon and Jessie again.  Their most recent designs include DS’s 
The Boys in the Band, TAP’s Curtains, Arsenic and Old Lace, and She Loves Me, LTA’s The 
Producers, and The Nance, RCP’s Peter and The Starcatcher, Aida, and Gypsy, PWLT’s 39 
Steps, and Jesus Christ, Superstar. Other noteworthy designs include Picnic, The Secret 
Garden, The Will Rogers Follies, Widdershins, Into the Woods, Blithe Spirit, Das Barbecu, 
Teahouse of the August Moon and I Hate Hamlet. They are the recipients of numerous 
awards including LTA, RCP, FCT, and WATCH Awards for their Lighting Design.  

SHAYNE GARDNER (Stage Manager) made her stage debut at 7, and has been involved in 
community theater ever since. She has worked in a variety of roles, from stage manager 
to set construction to directing to acting, and is happy to be working with this terrific cast 
and production staff. Any time left over is devoted to her ever-patient family and friends!

REBECCA HARRIS (Hair and Makeup Design) is very excited to be a part of Last Summer 
At Bluefish Cove. Currently serving as DS’ Board Secretary, she’s also dipped her hands in 
many productions at DS and elsewhere, but calls DS her home. Special thanks: Director 
Sharon Veselic, design team, cast, and friends for their love and continued support. 
Credits: P.S Your Cat Is Dead!, How I Learned to Drive, Any Given Monday, Gilligan's 
Fire Island, Evil Dead the Musical and The Great American Trailer Park Musical (WATCH 
Recipient) all with DS. Company (MCP), Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (RCP), Steel Magnolias, Dirty 
Blonde (LTA) and next June, Neil Simon’s Rumors (LTA) “Love is blind.” – Rae, Last Summer 
at Bluefish Cove

MATT LIPTAK (Set Design, Co-Set Painting) Last Summer at Bluefish Cove marks Matt’s 
first time set designing for DS. He has designed, painted and dressed sets across the 
DMV at LTA, RCP, ACCT and PCP. Notable shows include Annie, Harvey (WATCH Nominee), 
Dracula (WATCH Award Winner), Steel Magnolias (WATCH Award Winner), Jesus Christ, 
Superstar and Cat on a Hot Tin Roof.  He thanks everyone who worked tirelessly to make 
this show happen and he thanks everyone who loves and supports him.

CAST (IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE)
LIL ......................................................................................................... Lori Brooks
EVA .................................................................................................Katie Raymond
KITTY ...................................................................................................... Judy Lewis
ANNIE .............................................................................................. Heather Plank
RAE ....................................................................................................Bryna Parlow
RITA ........................................................................................ Christine Tankersley
DONNA .............................................................................................. Lindsey June
SUE ...................................................................................... Gayle Nichols-Grimes

SETTING THE SCENE

Producer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jessie Roberts
Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sharon Veselic
Stage Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shayne Gardner
Lighting Design  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ken and Patti Crowley
Sound Design  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jon Roberts
Set Design  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matt Liptak
Set Painting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cathy Rieder
Set Decoration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sandy Dotson
Properties  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Helen Bard-Sobola
Projections/Special Effects Design  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jon Roberts
Master Carpenter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alex Bryce
Costume Design  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Larissa Norris
Hair and Makeup Design  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rebecca Harris
Set Construction, Painting and Load-in Crew. . . . . . . . . . .Alex Bryce, Jon Davies,

Brian Frankl, Daniel Lakin, Matt Liptak, Dave Moretti,
Eric Retzloff, Cathy Rieder, Mike Rudden,

Darryl Watanabe, Rachel Wolkowitz, and the Cast 
Lighting Crew  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ken and Patti Crowley, Pam Leonowich
Playbill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Moretti
Photography  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matthew Randall

SPECIAL THANKS TO
Veronica Bartlett, Jared Davis, Andres Luque, Dave Moretti, Emily Winfield,

The Little Theatre of Alexandria, 4Sales LLC, The Studio3700 Staff, 
and those whose names were not available when we went to press.

PRODUCTION TEAM



LORI BROOKS (Lil) was last seen at Dominion Stage as Kate in P.S. 
Your Cat Is Dead!  Favorite other roles include Louise Maske in 
The Underpants (FCT, Lofty Award for Best Lead Actress), Jennie 
in Chapter Two (Restie Award, Best Lead Actress) and Emily in Our 
Town (both RCP), Puck in A Midsummer Night's Dream and Hedda 
Gabler both BHT).  She has also appeared in several local short 
films, TV shows, and web series. You can see more of her work at 
www.loripbrooks.com or on Instagram @character_actress. She 
would like to dedicate this show to any who have chosen their own 
families. May your love be multiplied and never divided.

LINDSEY JUNE (Donna) is excited to be in her first Dominion Stage 
production, especially in such an important woman empowered 
piece! She was last seen in Bobby Gould in Hell and Leaving Iowa 
with PP, and Arsenic and Old Lace with TAP. Thanks to the talented 
and delightful ladies of the cast, you the audience for coming to 
see this unique and different perspective, and most of all to the 
company and crew for producing a show that allows queer women 
to see themselves onstage. Vive l'amour!

JUDY LEWIS (Kitty) is honored and excited to be working with 
Dominion Stage and with this cast on this special show, especially 
since her last non-musical was 21 years ago! Judy was last seen in 
TAP’S Curtains earlier this year, as well as their Sweeney Todd in 
2018 as the Beggar Woman. Other TAP shows include Nice Work If 
You Can Get It (Millicent, 2016); The Producers (Hold Me Touch Me, 
2010) and Follies (Solange, 2009). Judy has been acting and choreo-
graphing on NOVA theatre stages since 1984. This one, however, is 
especially for Diana. Miss you, Cuz.

GAYLE NICHOLS-GRIMES (Sue) is excited to be back at DS with 
this wonderful show. She has received seven WATCH nominations 
for ‘Night, Mother – Thelma/Mama (DS-Winner), The Dixie Swim 
Club - Vernadette (PCP-Winner), Jeffrey - Ann/Debra/Mom/Mrs.
Marcangelo (DS-Winner), 33 Variations - Dr. Gertrude Ladenburger 
(RCP), How I Learned to Drive – Female Chorus (DS), and August: 
Osage County - Mattie Fae (RCP & LTA). She won the 2017 NVTA 
Best Actress Award for LTA’s A Fine Death. She has performed in 
numerous shows with NST, LTA, PWLT, PCP, DS, RCP, PP, and TAP.  To 
Carter, my rusty and slightly dented knight – thank you always for 
your love, patience and support.

ABOUT THE CAST

Dominion Stage is an all-volunteer, non-profit 501(c)3 organization and is a member of the American 
Association of Community Theatre (AACT) and Washington Area Theatre Community Honors (WATCH).

BRYNA PARLOW (Rae) This is Bryna's second year in the DMV as 
well as her second production with Dominion Stage! She appeared 
last year in How I Learned to Drive, which earned a WATCH nomi-
nation for outstanding ensemble. She's a proud graduate of Penn 
State where she worked on numerous productions with No Refund 
Theatre: the premiere pirate theatre group of PSU. Notable acting 
credits with NRT include Almost, Maine, Five Women Wearing the 
Same Dress, The Misunderstanding, The Vagina Monologues, and 
The Dealer. Directing credits include Heathers the Musical, Inherit 
the Wind, and Leading Ladies. It's been nothing short of inspiring to 
work with such a talented and hilarious group of women.

HEATHER PLANK (Annie) is delighted to be making her Dominion 
Stage debut. Most recently she appeared as Emilie in Emilie La 
Marquise Du Chatelet Defends Her Life Tonight (VTC). Other area 
performances include: Elvira in Blithe Spirit (VTC), Rosamund Plinth 
in The Violet Hour (ESP), Laura Wingfield in The Glass Menagerie 
(twice – MCP and RP), and Viola in Twelfth Night (Vpstart Crow). 
Heather is a Northern Virginia native who began acting in grade 
school with the Lake Braddock Children's Theatre. After graduat-
ing from Robinson Secondary, she studied theatre at Sweet Briar 
College and the Marymount/Fordham London Drama Centre.

KATIE RAYMOND (Eva Margolis) is excited to make her debut 
in both Washington, D.C. theater and with Dominion Stage. 
Previous roles include Benvolio in Romeo & Juliet, Ms. Prism in The 
Importance of Being Earnest, Nina in  Vanya & Sonya & Masha & 
Spike, Elma in Bus Stop, and Bev in Clybourne Park. She would like 
to thank the Bluefish Cove cast for being so welcoming. 

CHRISTINE TANKERSLEY (Rita Sanderson) is thrilled to join the cast 
of Bluefish Cove.  She most recently appeared as Frankie Dubberly 
in Southern Hospitality at ACCT and as Mrs. Cratchit in LTA’s A 
Christmas Carol.  She was also in ACCT’s productions of The Man 
of La Mancha and Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
before running away to England for four years.  Her favorite roles 
include Millie in Thoroughly Modern Millie, Nanette in No No 
Nanette, and Edith in Blithe Spirit.

ACCT – Aldersgate Church Comm. Theatre
BHT – Britches and Hose Theatre Company

DS – Dominion Stage
ESP – Elden Street Players

FCT – Fauquier Community Theater
LTA – Little Theatre of Alexandria

MCP – McLean Community Players

PCP – Port City Playhouse
PWLT – Prince William Little Theatre

PP – Providence Players
RCP – Reston Community Players

RP – Rooftop Productions
TAP – The Arlington Players

WATCH – Washington Area Theatre 
Community Honors

GUIDE TO THEATERS and ORGANIZATIONS 


